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E N C 0 U N T E R S w i t h F 0 R G E R I E S by P . A< S. Smith. 

The Egyptian Post Office at Galipoli 

The May 31st 1979 sale of Stanley Gibbons Auctions Ltd contained a marvelous array 
of rare Egypt. The quality was high with respect to both intrinsic interest and 
authenticity, and the fact that I pick out one small item from it as a forgery 
should not be taken as significant criticism. In fact, as the buyer of the lot 
in question, I judged the value of the other , genuine 1 items in it to be well 
worth the sale price, and I had no wish to return it 

• There were three lots containing stamps cancelled at the Galipoli office. Lot 
number 381 was a 2 PT stamp of 1867 cancelled with a genuine strike of the 
exceedingly rare intaglio seal of this office, and one of only five examples I 
kmow of o Lot number 382 was also genuine- a very nice example of the 2 PT of 
1872 bisected to make the 1 PT rate, and cancelled 4 APR 1873 *. This example is 
on a neat, rectangular piece 1 tied over the diagonal cut, and signed by Ao Diena, 
The latter fact, however, should not be taken as reliable evidence of genuineness, 
for signatures of experts are themselves easily forged , and Mr Diena has been 
known to err more than once with respect to Egyptian items. I further examined 
this item with the Comparatec " optical blink" comparing device, and found that it 
matches precisely with cancellations on whole stamps. (I have never heard of any 
cover bearing the Galipoli bisect ). 

The real subject of this note is lot number 383, which contained four loose 
singles with s trikes of the Galipoli office: 1872 1 PT; 1875 20 para and 1 PT; 
and 1879 5 para De La Rue . Three genuine , but the 1875 1 PT was not. It 
bore the forgery well known to specialis t s by a small "o" in GALIPoLI, and can 
be recognised at a glance . The cancellation of the Tripoli office has also 
been forged by the same forger, incidentally, and his product reads TRIPoLI ! 
Beware 

* NOTE: at an uncertain date in 1873-4, the Galipoli datestamp changed from 
four digits to t wo in t he year date. 

Illustra tions to Profo Peter Smith 1 s note appear on page 

I N T HE S A M E A R E A by P. E. Whetter (ESC 133) 

Peter Smith ' s recent valuable art icles on forged ' Used Abroads' prompts me to 
draw attention t o Lot 331 in Stanley Gibbons' All Wor ld Sale on 4th October 1979. 
The stamp was illustrated, but in case this does not reproduce well, I should 
men tion that the portion of the postmark - on a 5-para of the 1872 issue - reads 
" V. R . POS o . SALONIC . " with a clear date " 20 NOV 72 _ _'l'he reverse 
bears a Bolaffi guarantee mark in r ed. 

The postmark is certainly not Type 111-1 .5n, which so far as I know is the only 
type recorded as having been used at this office , and is not unlike 111-1n although 
t he diameter of the outer circle is 25mm. Moreover the date is rater late for an 
office which is supposed to have closed on 15th February 1872 (the Data Sheets 
show use up to 5th May 1872)o There are I know forgeries with the spelling 
" SALONICCA " and with the correct spelling but as I do not possess examples of 
either I cannot make useful comparisons. 

Apparently the buyer did not share my misgivings, as the stamp, badly thinned, 
fetched£ 62 , pl us premium. I would welcome comments. 

Inc identally in the same sale an 1872 1-piastre used in Metelino on 25th 
December 1873 f etched £ 52 plus This is the same date as recorded in the 
Data Sheets for the latest use of the Type 111-1.5n datestamp at this office. 

*** CIRCLE MEMBERS have t he protection of the Expert Committee of the E.S.C. 
when buying . Notify the auctioneers t hat you intend to get a certi ficate, and 
comply 'irith their time limits. DON 'T buy an item offered "AS IS" unless you 
are certain that it is genuine, or are willing to buy as a forgery - Editor. 
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P E T E R S M I T H E N C 0 U N T E R S 

Cover sent from Galipoli to Constantincple 
2nd August 1871 

with genuine strike of GALIPOLI office 

I.,.' .. . . 

P.A.S .S. Collection (part only reproduced) 
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F 0 R G E R I E S. 

Lot 382 - genuine 

e x L o t 3 8 3 

genuine "GALIPoLI" Forgery 

Q U E S T I 0 N T I M E 

.;staple 
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THE APPROACHES TO EGYPT UP TO 1914 

RAIL I SEA SEA 

by J.D.Crosbie, "Bar rhill" 34 Cyprus Ave Elders lie Johnst one PA5 9NB 

Partly due to her anci~nt past and str ategic importance Egypt has always 
attr acted the attention of both her neighbours and many of the great European Powers. 
With t he spr ead of rail networks all over Europe and, latterly, the completion of 
the Suez Canal an increasing number of visitors came to her shores • 

The main European ports of embar kation were Marseilles, Naples, Brindisi, Genoa , 
Venice and Trieste and, as will be seen from t he chart , t here were a variety of 
shi pping lines pr ovi ding r egul ar passenger/ mai l services from one or other of these 
ports . In addition there were many cargo/passenger and cargo shipping companies 
whose ships made r egular calls at Egyptian ports. It i s very doubtful whether 
these ships carried mails but their passengers and crew used the ship/shore postal 
facilities, thus he l ping to give a better picture of the volume and var iety of sea 
traffic to and from Egypt. 

There was in addition the considerable Black Sea/Constantinople/Asia Minor ports 
traffic t o Egypt . There is no doubt it existed but examples of mail carried are 
difficult t o find. 

Furthermore there are the Egyptian Railway cancell a tions to consider. 
to have been applied at the port of entry of the mail , e.g. Alexandria. 
felt tha t this i s part of the whole picture . 

They seem 
It is 

Paquebot, Pleine Mer ship cancellations are t o be found on many countries ' stamps 
ancl ca rds as a lso are "por t of arrival" cancellations, notably Great Britain and 
also M,B , (Mobi l e Box or Boite Mobile ) . Such form a study in themselves and it 
is hoped that some day this aspect will be examined as it is all part of 

• Egyptian Ma r i time Postal Hist or y . 

.. 

• . 

Mention should also be made of the French , Bri t ish and Austrian Post Offices at 
Alexandria ~ Port Said and Suez ; and not l east Lt . Waghorn for his "overland servi ce 
of goods and mail" to Suez, the f orerunner of the Suez Canal . 

The Boxer Rebe l lion in China, and the expansion of European interests in the Far 
East , saw a considerabl e increase in tra ffic through the Suez Canal with a r esultant 
demand f or postal services. The German Navy used a "Mar ine Schiffspost" numbering 
sys tem and it is t herefore possible t o trace and list all t heir ships passing 
through the canal. 

There is still much to be done . There are many gaps t o be f illed and it is 
hoped that fe l low postal histor ians wi l l help with details from t heir own collections 
and f r om their own s tudies. I n t his way a comprehensive s t udy of t his important 
region can be undertaken and a f airly complete wor k published. 

TABLE 1 THE OVERLAND ROUTE FROM LONDON (also BERLIN ) to MEDITERRANEAN PORTS 

Depan:ure 
point - - - -

London 

London 

London 

London 

London 

London 

Berlin 

Rout e Arrival 
point - ... - ·-

Calais - Bale Brindisi 

Paris - Mont Cenis Genoa 

Bale - St Got t hard Venice 

Paris - Mont Cenis-Rome Naples 

Calais, Paris Marseilles 

Ostend - Vienna Trieste 

R E M A R K S 

Special "P & 0 Brindisi Express". 46-hour 
journey on Fridays; other times 56 hours 

30-hour journey 

41-hour journey 

50i-hour journey 

22~-hour journey. "Mediterranean Express" 
from Calais on Tues & Thurs; other days 
Paris depart ure 

50-hour jour ney. Special express "Ostend­
Tri es te " weekly , 46-hour journey t o link 
with Austrian Lloyd steamer s to Alexandria 

Naples Fortnightly link with Ger man E. Af r i ca Line and 
German Far East steamer s to Australia, China 
and Japan. Kn own as "Berlin Express Service" . 
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THE APPROACHES TO EGYPT up to 1914 continued 

TABLE 2 Additional Train Services 

London Os tend - Bale Thrice daily; 18-hour journey 

London - Ita ly ditto 

London - Vienna - Tries te Daily 

TABLE 3 Shipping Companies which connected with the Rail links 

Home Port Frequency 
of Service 

Rail connection 

1 . MESSAGERIES MARITIMES 

Marseilles Weekly Marseilles 

Fortnightly 

Port Louis, Not 
Maur itius 
_(~8§o:s_o:::ll) _ 

2 • NEDERLAND 

do. 

known 

STEAMSHIP Co. 

Marseilles Fortnightly Marseilles 

3. ROTTERDAMSCHE LLOYD 

Rotterdam Fortnightly Genoa 

Other Ports 
of call 

Not known 

Not known 

Not known 

Not known 

4o GERMAN EAST QFRICA LINE (D,O,A,L.) 

Hamburg 3-weekly Naples (Berlin 
Mail Express ) 

Hambur-g 

5? NORR,D, LLOYD 

Bremen Fortnightly Naples (Berlin 
Mail Express ) 

Genoa 

S 1 hampton 
Gibraltar 
Algier s 

S'hampton 
Lisbon & 

others 

Arrival 
~o:t1 ~glp~ 

Ultimate 
Destination 

Alexandria Far East , India, 
Australia 

Port Said Reunion and 
E.Africa ports, incl. 

Aden 

Port Said Far East route 

Suez 

Port Said 

Port Said 

Port Said 

Port Said 

incl. India, Japan 

Suez mail cane . 
"Poss Ang- Suez P.F . 
Amb Marseilles" 

Not known 

Not known 

Round Africa to 
Hamburg 

Far East, Japan, 
Australia 

6. AUSTRIAN LLOYD (taken over after 1st World War by Italy and known as 
LLOYD TRIESTINO) 

Tri este We ekly Br indisi 

7, NAVIGAZIONE GENERALE ITALIANA 

Venice Fortnightly Ancona, Bari, 
Brindisi 

Genoa do. Messina, 
Alexandr ia 

do. weekly Leghor n, Naples, 
Messina 

do. monthly Naples, Messina 

Not known 

Not known 

do . 

do. 

do . 

Alexandria, 
Port Said 

Alexandria 

Port Said 

Alexandria 

Port Said Bombay 



TABLE 3 Shipping Companies connect ing with Rail continued 

Home Port Fr equency 
of Service 

Rail 
connection 

Other Ports 
of call 

8" ORIENT LINE 

Naples Fort nightly Connecting Not known 
London mail 
& passengers 

Arrival Port Ultimate 
__ E~y;et __ _ Destination 

Alexandria Not known 
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London do. Plymouth, do. 
_G!b~a~t~r, Naples 

Port Said Australia, Far East, 
India 

9o P, & 0, 

London 3 days Br indisi Gibraltar, Port Said Australi a, Far East 

London 

1 Oo 

per week (Over land Express) Malta, 
weekly Venice (ev. 

3 weeks) 

For tnight ly Mar seilles Not 
(Rail connection) 

Malta 

ANCHOR LINE I NDIA SERVICE ) 

known Alexandria Net known 

Glasgow Not known Li ver pool, Port Said 
other s not known 

India 

11o HENDERSON LI NE (RANGOON SERVICE ) 

Glasgow Not known 

12 . PAPSAYANNI 

Liver pool Fortnightly -

13. MOSS 

Liver pool F ::Jrtnigh"Cly -

'1 4 o LEYLAND 

Liverpool Fortnight l y -

15. PRI NCE 

Liver pool every '!0 days 

16 . CI TY 

Liver pool Mont;hly 

17. HARRISON 

Liver pool Irregula r 

18 o OCEAN 

Liverpool I rregula r 

19o CLAN 

Glasgow Not known 

20 o N, Y. K (Japan) 

Yokohama Not known 

Por t Said 
Liver pool , 

ot hers not known 

Rangoon 

Not known 

Not known 

Not known 

Not known 

Not known 

Not known 

Not kno\om 

Not known 

Not known 

Alexandria Not known 

Alexandria Not known 

Alexandr ia Not known 

Al exandria Not known 

Alexandria Not known 

Alexandria Not known 

Alexandria Not Y~own 

Port Said Not known 

Suez and onwards to U.K. 
/ Continued 
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TABLE 3 Shipping Companies connecting with Rail continued 

Home Port Frequency 
of service 

21. KHEDIVICH MAIL 

Alexandria weekly 

not known 

22 . RUSSIAN LINE 

Odes sa weekly 

Rail 
connection 

23. BLUE FUNNEL LINE (HOLTS) 

Liverpool Not known 

Other ports 
of call 

Arrival Port 

- _EfiY!:t_ - -

The Piraeus, Constantinople 
Athens 

Ultimate 
Destination 

Por t Said 

Suez & Red Sea ports, i . e. Port Sudan, Suakin, 
Massawah, Aden 1 etc. 

Constantinople, Alex . 
Smyrna, Beirut Port Said 

Not known Port Said 

24, BRI TISH INDIA STEAM NAVIGATION CO. 

London Not known Not knmvn Port Said 

25 " ABERDEEN & COHMONWEALTH LINE 

London Not known 

26, CC\mECTIGl~ FROM U. S. A. 

Not known Port Said and 
Far East 

New York - Genoa by Hamburg-America Line, every fortnight, calling at Gibraltar/ 
Naples, connecting with DOAL Africa and Far East /Australia lines . 

27 . HAMBURG-LEVANT LINE 

Hamburg 

TABLE 4 *Passages through 
the SUEZ CANAL 

Nat i onality 
of vessel 

British 
Japanese 
Dutc h 
French 
Italian 
Danish 
Norwegian 
American (U .S. ) 
Swedish 
Greek 
Spanish 
German 
A us t ro --Hungarian 
Russian 
All others 

Totals 

1913 

2' 951 
68 

342 
256 
110 
56 
44 

8 
33 
17 
26 

778 
246 
110 
40 

1929 

3,517 
163 
653 
399 
319 

84 
148 
118 
76 
68 

6 
620 

33 
70 

6,274 

Probably called at Alexandria / Port Said 
_ ~m~nfi ~t~e~ !:o~t~·- _____ __ _ 

CLOSING REMARKS 

This l ist should give some indication as 
to availability of material although so 
far no t race of any Dutch~ I talian~ 

Danish, Norwegian, U.S., Swedish , Greek, 
Spanish or Russian s hipping passir.g 
through the Canal, or even calling at 
Alexandria. 
There is evidence of British, French ~nd 
German shipping , also Austro-Hungarian 
and possibly Turkish, but no indication 
of any traffic from the Black Sea area. 
There should be evidence of Red Sea ports 
traffic, but so far only one card from 
Khedivich Line ships at Suakin. 
There is still a fair quantity of ma terial 
available from Egypt and it may be that 
by sifting through this material, fresh 
evidence will come to light regarding 
the missing shipping lines , cert ainly 

*These figures include Merchant Vessels, 
Mail Steamen;, Warships, Transports 

this should be true of the British ones. 
A Lloyds' Register of Shipping for, say, 
1910 would be invaluable as it is 
difficult to identify the Shipping Coy. 

anC other Governmer.t chartered 
vessels. 

if the name of the ship is not readily 
recognisable. 

*** CIRCLE MEMBERS are invited to contact Mr Crosbie at the address given at the 
head of this Article Ed. 
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THOMAS WAGHORN THE HATED RIVAL 
215 

~· Rowland Hill (ESC 212) 

Hill & Raven appear to have been in business conveying tourists and any freight 
they could get before Waghorn arrived. Not much seems to be known about t hem 9 

but they appear to have been generally more business-like but very much less 
picturesque. Significantly 9 when in 1836 the Bombay Steam Committee applied one 
million rupees for the improvement of the Overland Route 9 the money went to Hill 
& Raven who built the Rest-houses on the Desert Route f rom Cairo to Suez. There 
is a tendency for writers about Waghorn to say that in 184'1 Waghorn went into 
partnership with them, or even admitted them to partnership; but as the firm was 
called J.R.Hill & Co. that suggests that Devine in fThose Splendid Ships 1

9 page 
80, is nearer the mark in saying that Waghor n was swallowed by Hill & Raven. 

Towards the end of 1840 Waghorn is getting rather shr ill about them: ­

"Alexandria 22 Sept 1840 

"Captain Grindlay sends all his people t o Hills t he consequence is c onfus ion 
propounded* in fact a mixture of usefulness and uselessness which 
(abrogates ? I militates ?)** against the company 9 s interest and our own." 

*another Waghorn neologism (or Malapropism). 
** an indication of the difficulty of Waghorn's wr iting under stress; it could be 
either 9 if either made any sense; perhaps yet another neologism). 

"Alexandria 17th Octobr 1840 

" . . . every passenge~ pr Oriental thro us passed on t o India but not one 
which went by Hill & Co. 

• • • The Pasha has ordered Hills carr iages not t o r un and has shut up 
his hotel. 

1114 Nov 40 

"Here is an inclosure r especting the annoyances of Hill & Raven "!:;o 
Travellers as well as their exorbitant Charges and general insolence, l et 
this be written in very large letters & shewn to every passenger who comes 
to Egypt. 

11 Alexa 20 Jan 41 
11 

• • • We now beg to tell you that some~1mes with (word 
our alacrity & zeal Hill gets on Board the Steamer first 
bad r eport) many of the passengers who go to your Office 
to us in London . 

illegible) 
& takes away 
& give t hei r 

"Alexa 23rd Feb 1841 
"Capt Barker 

My dear Sir, 

all 
(by 
names 

I am sorry 9 very sorry to find that you, as well as Capt Grindlay , 
recommend Travellers en route to India to go th:ro Egypt under the agency of 
Hill & Co instead of under mine. Sur ely 9 mos t surely t his kind of usage 
is not what I had expected from Capt . Barker, & I feel convinced that upon 
Reflection your general warmness of heart and nature will tell you fr om 
conscience that Waghorn ought to be supported through thick and thin by all 
who hold Steam intercourse a boon to India and the East. In the early days 
of advocacy of this measure even before your own active zeal and advocacy of 
Steam were heard of, your friend Waghorn was alone, was laughed at , nay 
deemed quite an enthusiast & half a madman fo r talking about mails going in 
fifty days and Passengers and a l l over the Great Sandy Deserl ·. That 
Grindlay should be my enemy I am not surprised at 9 as I do not beli eve him to 
have common honesty enough to be any mans friend -- but you & I, that have 
sailed and baffled many a squall should be more free, more frank, and more 
friendly one toward the other. I give you my honor that to. the best of my 
knowledge my Agency is doubly superior to Hill in all points & trebly more 
respectable . Pray write to Mrs Randell Ward (Archdeacon's wife of Bombay) 
and say her husbands arrival at Suez on the 10th and waits her arri val in 
Egypt, & ask that lady if Waghorn's Agency is good or bad & if she did not 

I Continued on page 202 
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by Mr P,E,Whetter 

ESSAYS 

DEFINITIVES 

COMMEM's 

ARMY SEALS 

DUES 

OFFICIAL 

1922 
1922 
1884 
1914 

1922 

1923 
1926 
1926 

1927 

1928 
1929 
1931 

1936 

1937 
1938 

1932 
1933 
1934 

1935 

1936 
1889 
1912 
1889 

1907 

00 RRRR ss ss A 1 EEEEE 216 

0 0 R R s A A L E 
0 0 RRRR sss AAA AA L EEE 

0 0 R R s A A L E 
00 R R ss ss A A LLLLL EEEEE 

(ESC 133) Flat 1 9 Burrells, 25 Court Downs Road 9 

Beckenham, Kent BR3 2TQ (Phone 01-658 3494) 

Harrison 

" 
5m 

15m 
Block of 4 (Z 85) 

(Z 90) 
wmk Plate 1, 
block of 6 

10 para green, large 
50m unmounted mint 1 

100m 
200m 

" 
" 

" 
" 

" 6 
,, 6 

1m mint control block of 12 - A20 
2m " " " 48 A20 
5m " " " 4 B22 

Pane of 60 

15m " " " 4 B22~ 
15m 
15m 
15m 
50 m 
50 m 

100m 

" " 
" " 
" " 

unmounted mint 

" " 
" 11 

" 
" 
" 

4 A2 'i 
12 B22 
12 A21 (6 X 2) 

marginal block or 6 
corner block of 12 
marginal block of 4 

5m Crown block of 15 (Type I - 3:d set ting St one 
Agr i cultural 
Air 27m violet : 

27m chesh1·..li; 
Su:r.'charges 
Navigation 
Cot-:on 
Stati.stical 
Me dical 
Prince Farouk 
Ag:cicul ture 

Used£ 1 o80 9 xv 
11 o • 6o , ~ v-

" 
" 

Graf Zeppelin, 50m and 100m fine used 
Aviation 
Agricultur e 
Angl o~Egyptian Trea-:y 
Capitula tions / Opht halmic 
Wedding F .D .c . £1 .eo x 
Cotton 
Telccoms 
Lepr osy 
1p Le·~.ter Seal 
1p Postal Seal 
1p Letter Stamp (Z 5) 
1 p " " ( z 7) 
3m Xmas Seal s trip of 4 (Z 6) 
3m Xmas Seal block of 4 (Z 10a) 
3m on 1 piastre Xmas 
1p Jubilee Used £ 30 
3m She et of 100 Control A 36 
2m light green 1st printing block of 48 

mint 
mint 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

mint 

" 
" 
11 

" 
" 
" 
" 
I! 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

1 p blue on chalky paper, corner block of '12 
2p 1s t print ing, marginal block of 24 

Mint 

No value Block of 12 Plate 2 
" " Wmk sideways (V) Block of 10 
" " " " (V) Imperf. Blck 10 
5m IMPERF block of 4 (touched at top) 
1p " " 4 
5p " " 4 Plate Noo 2 

" 
I! 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

£ 36.00 
20..,00 

2 .25x 
3 o50>t 
6.50 

13o50 
o.6ox 
5.00 
2.00)(' 
2 .00x 
5 o00 
4 .00 

12 o00 
6.00 

12o00 
12o00 

A) 0.75>< 
6.00 
2o50 Kv 
o ... 8o ~ v:::,.. 
o.8o x,......... 
1 . 00 
1 . 00 
0.45 
0.20 
0.55 
0.55.x./ 

13 o00 
7 .., 50 
1.30 
Oo50 
0.45 
0,.75 
0,70 
Oo75 
0.95 
3.00 >< 

3.00 
3.00x 
0.40 
4.00 · 
3.oo ~ 

4 .00 
35.00 
4 • 00 X._.,---
3. 60 ,)( 
1 .35 X 

3o00 )(' 
0..,50 ><X / 
0.25 ><v 

30.00 
15.00 
20 .00 
20u00 

MEMBERS WISHING TO BUY 
address above. 

please deal dir ec t with Mr Pip Whetter at his 

Sale items continued on page 206 
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Dear Edltor, 

S E A 1 S 

from Mr Er nes t A. Kehr 

Nov . 25 
mc mlxxix 

217 

I have just r ead t he l a tes t quarterly and am extremely gr a teful f or Mr. Schmidt's 
"review" and c omment a ry on my 11 inte!'postal s" catal ogue. As I clearly mentioned 
in the for ewor d, I made the original listings in 194j, aL which time I invited 
c orrections 9 addit ions , etc . Only when I felt everything was in did I venture t o 
compile t he sec ond , And even in t hat I said t here was a str ong possibility that 
other infor ma t ion mi ght be a s certained . 

Few would believe or ev-en rea l ise how much time I devot ed to f utile endeavors 
to get at official rec or ds i n Egypt s o had to rely solely on philatelic sleuthing 
to get as f ar as I did. 

In c losing I want to say t hat I l ong wan ed t o wri:::e more on Interpostals as 
a result of some new details I uncovered since 1962 . Mos-c unfor·cunately the 
pressures of pr ofessiona l wo:ck made t his i mpossible . 

Thanks again f or pl.tbl i shing t his helpful supplement 

All bes t regar ds, 

Kehr 

--------~-----~Q~U E S T l 0 N T I M E 

MEMBERS ' REPLIES 

2,o Time 9. Subj t;ct: "Automobile " can.::e-~ on ' 928 Medical issue 
QuE: stion appca -:-<: d in JunE:· 1979 Q. C, 

Maj , E.L.G.MacArthur (ESC 12.:5) has kindly drawn a tte 1tion t.o an a rtic l e in 1'0. P o 
number 33 ( July 1937) pages 117- 121, by Messrs Abdel Gawad El Ghazali and Jean 
Boulad d 1 Hum::i.e1 es. 'Ibis a r ticl e i s ent i tled '' 'I'he Commemor a t i v-e Pos t mar ks of 
Egypt " and covers fr om t he Alexandr ia Exhibition of 1894 to t he 15th Agricultur al 
& Indus tr~al Exhibiti on in 1936. 'I'he writ er s make t he point t hat 9 on the 
occasion of every Cor1gresa , Exhibit ion or Event which is r elev-ant to t heir Study , 
t here was a s pecial tempora ry Pos t Offi ce 1 with spe r~ ial Exhibit ion Datestamp, in 
the pr emises occupied by t he E~ren t. (An excep :ion to t his was thf> Gra f Zeppelin 
visi t , where t he s pecia l postmarks were- applied a t t he cent r al Post Of fices of the 
four cities visited) . 

Not a ll r elevant Exhibitions wer t he subject of a s pec ial issue of stamps, 
and not all commemor a t ive stamps were t he subject of Exhib"ti.ons (the Por t Fouad 
issue is ther e f ore not c:nrered in t he Study). 

The writers mention t hat t he spe cial postmarks are met with in differen t colours, 
blue and violet being the most f requent a ter bl a ck. 

Qn Time 10. Subject: "Thanks t o Br itish Navy" Labels 
Question appeared in June 1979 Q.C. 

Mr Phil ip Woodland (ESC 161 ) has ki ndly supplied a copy of a c ompl ete s heet of 
; t hese labels , and t his f or ms an illus tra t ion in t his issueo Mr Woodland draws 

a ttention to t he t wo s t aple mar ks at t op lef t and r ight, and sur mises that these 
were therefore likely t o have been sold in bookle t s through stationer s, etc o 

Subjec t : "Mobile Box" cance l 
Question appeared in Sept 1979 Q.C. 

Mr J o Stanley Horesh (ESC 118) has kindly supplied t he following information as t o 
how t his mark came to be applied . He f i r st assumes t ha t t he infor mation as to the 
card having been wr itten aboard R.M.S . 'INDIA' a t Port Said on 9th May 1899 is 
given on the obverse, and that the details are correct. 

To receive a Port Said PAQUEBOT cancel the ca r d would have had to have been off-
loaded at Port Said. / Continued 
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~o Time 12 contin , ~d 

The ca rd 1 t herefore 1 wa ~ posted on board after t he s hip sailed from Port Said, 
or miss ed being off-loaded before sailing. It r emained on boar d until the ship 
arrive d at Tilbury when it was put i nto the Mobile Box on t he quayside . Mr Horesh 
sugges t s t hat , as the journey from Port Said to TilbU!""J would have taken about 
s even days and the London datestamp is '1 3th May 1 the ca!'d m·uB t either have been 
written sever al days af ter t he s hi p s ailed from Port Said 1 or t he writer inscribed 
the wrong date, One would need to r esearch whe t her on t his voyage R.M. S , 'INDIA' 
called at other mainland Eur opean ports be t ween Port Said and Londono If it did 
call then t he ,ard was posted on board af ter such .all. 

Mr Horesh has a 1 pi Bl ue 1884 wnn t he same postmark dated Feb 2 96 which is 
the earliest date r ecor ded by t he late Charles Minett . The last date he 
recorded was JY 13 02 . 

Qo Time 14 Subject : Overland Mail Egypt/I r aq, 1920~s 
Question appeared Sept 1979 Q.C, 

Mr Bill Andrews (ESC 132) has kindl y s·tlppliea t he f o..i.lowing infor mation . 

" This r oute r an across t he desert a t t he same time as the Cairo-Baghdad Air 
Service of the R.A.F . was in opera t ion and about which I have learned quite a lot 
since my original q~ery. 

" Recently I had the good fortune t o meet an ex-Squadron Leader R.A .F. who was in 
Baghdad at the time of ·ooth t he Desert Air Servi ce and the Overland Route - the 
early to mid '1920 Q s - and was int imately connec t ed with ·chem both , in a junior 
capacity of c ou:..~se , He has agree d t o a sess ion or tw-:21 when he will produce all 
his photographs and other impedimen-ca and I will t r y to get all his reminiscences 
on tape together with his answers t o the mar:cy ques tions J: have. I shall welcome 
questions f r om other ESC M. mbers . 

" It is not ve:-:y of c; en -:me has the 'Jpportuni.ty of meeting somebody who was 
actually present at thes e events and I hope to be able t o get enough material f or 
an arti l e for t. he Q. C, ir1 due course, 

" Referring back to t he: DESERT AIR SERVICE I have now managed to acquire six 
covers 9 mainly fr.Jm d-alers who had no .:.dea what they were 9 t he mos t recent being 
two from Baghdad to Germany dated J uly 1924 and May '1925 and I find the postage 
rates most per plexing :-

11 

t-1y two ::avers - Air Mail - Baghdad to Ge r many - 6 annas each 
Another cover of mine 29,9 o '1923 - Baghdad to U.K. - Air Mail - 12 annas 
Illustration to Q. ;rime '1 4 - Baghdad to Cairo - Overl and - 7 annas 
Keith Tr anmer 1 s a rtic l s* page 1359 1st par agr aph - Baghdad t o Eur ope 

overland- 9 annas . 

These r a te s do not s eem t o be cons istent 0 1 Any commen t s ? 

" With the Desert Air Se.rv:'_ce and t he Overland Mail my in terest has been arouse d 
greatly in a ubject I didn 1 t even know existed only a f ew s hort months ago. " 

*Articl e by Mr Keith Tranmer i n "St amp Collecting Weekly", Vol. ·134 9 No, 12 (3434), 
20th September 1979 Lr om page 1357 . 

Mr Robin Bertram (ESC 137) also dr ew attention t o t he article in "Stamp Collecting" 
by Keith Tranmer and in fact kindly supplied a copy of i L 

i Mr J, St anley Horesh (ESC 118) kindly drew att ent ion to an article on "The Overland 
Route" by the late Dr Gordon Ward which appeared in "The Philatelis " of February 
1963 . 

Mr John Davis (ESC 213) wrote, enclosing the copy Post Card which is illus trated. 
The card was sent from Port Said on 17th April 1922 to India (too early f or the 
Egypt /Iraq Overland r oute ? ) . The 5-mills adhesive attract ed t he 0Taxe 9 mark in 
Egypt but what is t o be mad of the circular mark at top centre: OVERLAND POSTAGE 
I DUE I A - p I 1 - 6 ? 
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U P D A T A Update your Data 

~~Star & Br idge ' cancels 

Mr Ro SEYMOUR BLOMFIELD (ESC 15) reports two t;ar lier dates than previously given. 

LUQSOR 

MAN SURA 

10o rcash 9 Cancels 

14-XII-08 

? -VI - 07 

Mr P. E. WHETTER (ESC 133) report s as follows ~ -

Cas 2 MICHALLA 

Cas 1.5n ALESSANDRIA 

"""~-U.;.__..E..,.,....;S~T~I-O,;__;.N __ ~T I M E 

New Questions 

10 JAN 9 69 

1 SEP u74 

On 1867 20-para 

On 186? 20-para 

2_o Time 16 _ Mr John Davis (ESC 2'1 3; refers to t he illustr ation of his Post Card 
sent fro m Port Said t o Os tende, Belgium, in October ~ 892 . 

What is the '2 in ci rcle r mar k and where applied? 

Qo Timt.__lZ Mr J ohn Davis has a l so pr ovided a pos t car d f r om Alexandria to 
Chateauroux 1 France , cen t 1st December 1900 o 

What is the "Apr es Depar t" hands t amp ? Where applied ? 
after depa:::-tm e .:.f · he s hi p '1·om Alexandria ? 

Does this indicate 

2_. Time 1$ Mr ,John Dav u ; provided the ill ustrat ion of t he cover franked with 
the 1928 Inhrnat ional Medica l Congr ess s c-t 1 cancelled a t QASR e l DUBARA on 15th 
March 1929. 

The addr essee 9 Captain Sayer , is familiar enough to collec tor s of Egypt, and 
the Control Numbe r c opies of the s t amps were pr obably th . main reason for this 
c over being mailed o Mr Davis asks what /where is QASR e l DUBARA, but the Editor 
dr ew a bl ank with his us ual r eference wor ks . Cany any member help ? And why 
are t he cancels s truck in pur ple ? Fur ther 1 the crest is that of t he SEMIRAMIS 
Hotel , for whom the cover was pr inted. Are ther e any c omments on this nice 
piece of Hotel St a t ioner y ? 

E D I T 0 R I A L continued f r om page 194 

Our Tit l e Page shows that t here have been a few changes in Officer s of ESC . 
Mr Dennis Clar ke has s t ood down as Se r etar y/Tr easurer and has been replaced by 
Mr Eo Hall , a r egul ar a-:tender of the London Meetings. Mr Clarke has thereupon 
ur1dert aken the post of Keeper of i.; he Philatelic Recor d. All of us who regularly 
attend the London Mee t ings of ESC know that we have an excellent chairman in Mr 
John Sears; for t unately he has agr eed to continue in office, as have all the 
other Officers. 

The post of Keeper of the Philatelic Record was held wi th distinction for a long 
time by the late Char les Minett ; after the t r agic deat h of his successor, David 
Graver, this post may have bec ome mor ibund. We look forward to a revitalised 
Record under the new Keeper. Mr Clarke has a big job to do in sorting and properly 
accommodating the existing filed material , much of which is in poor state. But 
he can only "Keep" t he Philatelic Record if all Member s report to him - with a 
photocopy - all t heir a cquisitions worthy of record. Itvs up to all of us 

In this Issue, Mr Cyril Defriez star ts a new series of New Issues, t o take his 
star ting point back t o 1971, at t he s t age reached by the 1972 Editon of the Zeheri 
Catalogue . (He will of course, maintain current New Issues as well) . We think 
it important that the Q.C . should contain a full definitive listing 9 especially as 
other publications have regrettably been somewhat i rregular . 

Happy 'Eighties t o all ESC Members, . and all Egypt Collectors everywhere ! 


