
. ' 
E G Y P T S T U D Y C I R C L E 

T HE C I R C U L A R 

Volume X Number 9 Whole Series No, 113 

M a r c h 

s P E C I A L ' L o n d o n 1 9 8 0 i EX HI B I T I 0 N I s s U E 
S P E C I A L ~ L o n d o n 1 9 8 0 ' EX HI B I T I 0 N I s s U E 
S P E C I A L I L o n d o n 1 9 8 0 i EX H I B I T I 0 N I s s U E 
S P E C I A L u L o n d o n 1 9 8 0 I E X H I B I T I 0 N I s s U E 
S P E C I A L I L o n d o n 1 9 8 0 i EXHIBI T I 0 N I s s U E 

All contents (c) Copyright 1980, the Contributors and Egypt Study Circle ., . London 

1980 _April 12 General . 

Future Meetinfe 

All Members should bring items of interest 
on 20 sheets 

(May 6th to 14th 

May 7 

uLondon 1980 1 International Exhibition at Earls Court) 

ESC Meeting at the Exhibition 9 2.30 - 4.30 p,m, 

May 10 

June 14 

ESC Social Evening at "Tournament Hotel" 4 - 8 p .m . 

Provincial Meeting in Birmingham. 

OFFICERS 1980 

All Members should 
bring 20 sheets. 

President Prof . P.A.S.Smith 9 Department of Chemistry, University of 
Michigan 9 ANN ARBOR, Michigan 48109, U.S.A. 

Chairman John Sears 496 Uxbridge Road 9 Hatch End, 
PINNER, Middlesex HA5 4SC 

Deputy Chairman J. S. Horesh 55 Latymer Court, London W.6 

Secretary/Treasurer 

Editor of the 
Quarterly Circular 

Chairman of the 
Expert Committee 

Librar ian 

Keeper of the 
Philatelic Record 

E. Hall 6, Bedford Avenue, LITTLE CHALFONT, Bucks 

John A. Grimmer 
NEW 

48 Yor k Road, 
BARNET, Herts EN5 1LJ 

Major E.L.G.MacArthur, M.C., C, de G., 
34 West Park Avenue, Kew Gardens, RICHMOND, Surrey 

F.W.Benians 

D. H. Clarke 

27 The Lawns, 
HIGH WYCOMBE, 

Tylers Green, 
Bucks HP10 8BH 

49 Tregelles Road , HODDESDON, Herts 

The Subscription to Egypt Study Circle for '1980 is £ 5 

and is due for payment on 1st January 1980 



L o n d o n 1 9 8 0 E X H I B I T I 0 N F R 0 N T I S P I E C E 

l"irid his~· ic incitlrnls cnn11ecled with J,;,. ,!/ . ll'n'lhm:, ._. ndn•nlnmus ji rstjvnnrc y in eslablishi11{1 

t!U' On •rl"ml ilfa il_§ c•T ice. 

From t he c ollection of t1r - M.R.Hewlett, Wiltshi r e 

221 



,;:.ti•U . 

6773!4 . POS1' 
; · 

lit.U. ". WHEA TLEY & Co., Ltd., 
"95 , Uppe · Thame-5 't >·ee t , 

~;t;:,-fr. . .. ' wt. 
We lur.ve the plenswre?Jtm 

receipt oj yonr Letter; of the . ... ';;, : ~ ... · ··~ 

advising Package jor despatch to~ 

which is receiving c;ur attention, . !J-.!.td when the 

. ~nent is complete; we shall jc;rica.rd w,u· . 
7 .)~~ ··~~ Cl, aa';.c• 

JVe re11La!~~ 
Yaur most obedient Servants , 

/Gm. ~)~Jt~ATLE! &: Co.J Ltd. r ~-~/~&.-~ 
"""'""'--~ ·---·-- ·-· - ·· ··-----·-- • .. 

.v;j{9 GlU/Ld~ . 
~0 Tv7~/-.§ ~- .:cr:a. · 

tn ~~ 01 non·Ut:hv~q. 
reu.:ru to Geo. \\'. \\ lreat ley & L, ., Ltd . . 
QS. Upver Thame~ St reet, L(lndon. E.C. 

J ' 

London, 1916 

Reverse of the 
Wheatley card 
illustrated in 
the colour 
frontispiece. 

Th 1. t e 2d s amp 
has a perfin 
I W & CO I 

(M.R.Hewlett 
collection) 

~ ! 



223 
E G Y P T S T U D Y C I R C L E T h e Q 0 c . 

C 0 N T E N T S Volume X Number 9 March 1980 Whole Series Number 113 

SPECIAL 1 L o n d o n 1 9 8 0 ' E X H I B I T I 0 N 

Colour Frontispiece G.W.Wheatley postcard & D.L.R . replicas 
Napoleonic cover, Siouth 
Chairman ' s Message 
Editorial 
Acknowledgements 
Forgeries Talk at Dec 1979 Meeting Maj . E.L.G.MacArthur 
Report of Circle Meeting , 8 Dec 1979 
Award won 
Catalog of Egyptian Revenues (P.R.Feltus) - Not ice 
New Members' List Notice 
Waghorn - Periodicals to India F. Rowland Hill 
Posta Europea translation of 1860 Tariff 

combination with Overseas Postal Services 
new mark and early dates 

1888 5-millieme Plate Proof 
Travelling Post Offices of Egypt 

Prof. P.A.S .Smith 

" " " 
1898 Surcharged Postage Due - Plating Study 
1923 Fuad £E1 1st Portrait Issue 

John A. Grimmer 
R. Harris 

World War I The Walshe Letters J. A. Firebrace 
Postal Curiosity - ms addition to Suez c.d.s. J. Boulad d ' Humieres 
Express Postal Service - Appeal for illustrations Keeper of Record 
1923/26 1st Portrait Issue - Rejected Essay I. K. Chaftar 
1951 "Farouk Canal" -Essay for Commemorative J. Boulad d'Humieres 
1939/45 £E1 Variety G. Piperno 
Stanley Gibbons ' lists 
New Issues and their Special Cancels 
Pos t - Monarchy Philately 

C.E.H.Defriez 

" " 
" " " K. D. Knight 

New Questions Q.T.19 Essay from Republic period 
Q.T.20 Royal Free Frank 
Q.T.21 Returned Let ter Service - New Label ? 
Q.T.22 G.W.Wheatley & Co. Ltd 
Q.T.23 De La Rue Replicas 

Replies to Questions Q.T. 14 9 16 9 17, 18 
Wanted fo r Study Purposes 1933 Airmail 
Material for Sale 

CONTRIBUTIONS CARRIED FORWARD FOR LACK OF SPACE 

I S S U E 

page 221 
222 & 257 

224 
224 - 225 

225 
225 
226 
226 
226 
226 

227 - 228 
229 - 232 

230 
232 & 233 

232 
234 - 237 
238 - 251 

251 
252 - 257 
257 - 258 

257 
258 - 259 
260 - 262 

261 
262 

263 - 264 
265 - 266 

265 & 267/8 
267 - 268 
269 - 270 
269 - 270 

271 & 221/2 
271 & 222 
269 & 271 

271 
272 

The Circle Members below have provided the contributions shown, in many cases 
involving considerable effort, which are estimated to tdal the equivalent of 70 
pages of the Q.C . The Editor ' s apologies for inability to include them in the 
present issue and it is, of course 9 intended to publish them in future issues. 

F.W.Benians & J.A.Firebrace 
J , Boulad 
D.H.Clarke 
C.E.H.Defriez 
J.A.Grimmer 
E. Hall 
C.F.Hass 
M.R .Hewlett 
E.A.Kehr 
C.A.Parker 
F .Rowland Hill 
Prof. P.A.S.Smith 

" and Maj. MacArthur 

Civil Censorship, World War I 
Impossible mixed frankings on faked covers 
Express Postal Service; Circle Accounts 1979 
New Issues Jan 1972 to July 1974 
Plating of 1905 Surcharged Postage Due 
Report of Circle Meeting , February 1980 
Plating of 1922 OHEMS and 1924 Officials 
1894 Cover with multiple markings 
History of philately in Egypt 
1800 Siouth let ter translation 
Waghorn, the Nile Steamer 'Lotus' 
Forgery of 1922 Crown Overprint, double 
Dr Byam letter 1957 reviewing the Hinde sale 
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M E S S A G E f r o m t h e C H A I R M A N 

It seems that once every 10 years 9 London becomes the focal point for 

philatelists all over the World~ and it is to be hoped that London 1980 will pr ove 

no exception. Old acquaintanceshi.ps will be renewed and new friends made ; we 

intend to facilitate and encourage this spirit. 

I trust t herefore that all members who are in London between May 6th and 14th 

will suppor t the E.S.C. ~ ocial function on Saturday 10th May ; please complete 

and return t he enclos d form to me . 

As you know we have also booked a room at the Exhibition on Wednesday 7th May, 

2.30 to 4.30
9 

which I hope will provide a focal point for members on t hat day. 

H. M. The Queen visits the Exhibition later the same afternoon. 

Reverting to May 10th 9 it is hoped to mount an informal dis play in 12 Frames 

to stimulate discussion. We are therefore looking for contributions of 9 sheets 

from member s, please let me know if you can help in this way when returning your 

reservation slip . 

John Sears (ESC 188) Chairman 

E D I T 0 R I A L 

This is t he l argest issue of t he Quarterly Circular ever to have been produced . 
I t was t hought right t o produce a bumper issue to mark the 'London 1980 9 Exhibition 
but the emphasis is not just on volume : a strong effort has been made t o cover as 
wide a r ange as possible of t he subjects which attract collectors and students of 
Egypt philately and postal his t or y. 

The c ontents have ~ as far as possible, been set out in date order and they cover 
f rom 1800 to 1979. Included are a number of i mportant works of lasting value 
and we are particularly glad t o have contributions by members as dist inguished as 
M. Jean Boulad and Ibr ahim Chaftar Bey. 

In addi tion t o t he pleas in a previous issue f or contributions , about 25 of our 
longer- starrding contribut or s were written to wi th requests for content, and the 
response has been overwhelming . One of the least pleasant editorial tasks has 
been to decide which contr ibu t ions cannot be found space, even in this double - size 
issue . This decision was made partly by the calendar, as material r eceived early 
on was prepared f or printing 9 and time and space quickly became consumed. I t i s 
hoped and intended t o include the unused material of this issue in future issues 
of the Q.C. Our app eciation to all contributors, of material used here or not; 
our apologies to those who have gone to great effort to produce content which has 
necessar ily been deferred . A lis t of the 'deferred' material appears after t he 
Content s on page 223 . 

We have dis covered colour, as our frontispiece shows . The choice of subject 
was governed by t he need for mater ial where a ccurate rendering of colour s hades i s 
not important, as the Colour Xer ox does not unfortunately provide great fidelity 
in some colour s. 

We are unlikely to use this particular c olour process again, unless it can be 
cheapened and improved, but we are rrot necessarily going back to 'black and white'. 
We are experimenting with offset-litho printing in colours other than black, with 

·the aim of adding to the value of illustrat ions and diagrams by a second colour . 

/ Continued • • • 
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The cost of such colour is not much mor e t han the cost qf an extra page 1 but t he 
feasibility will depend on the accur acy of registration available from t he low­
cost printer s used for our illustr ation pages. We mention this becaus e s ome of 
our print ing does no t c ome out as intended; e.g, some illustration pages have been 
too dar k or too light to show detail c l early, while the text pages are somet imes 
centred , thus losing t he i nt entionally wide binding margin at the l eft . However, 
if cheap colour printing can be done t o a f air s t andard, and if we rece i ve content 
which would benefit by colour pr int ing, then you will have colour in f ut ure issues 

·or the Q.C. 

The Int ernat ional Philatelic Exhibi t ion 'London 1980' will open at Earls Court 
on May 6. We in London hope to see many of the Circle's Overseas and Pr ovincial 
Me mbers . We hope also t hat exhibitors from the ranks of the Circ l e membership 
will gain awar ds corresponding with their hopes and that Egypt wi ll be as s trongly 
exhibited as in London ' s previous Inter national, 'Phylimpia' in 1970. 

A C K N 0 W L.E D GEM ENT S 

The Editor gr a t efully acknowledges help from Mr Roberto Luzi, of "Roberto ' s", 
Fetter Lane ~ London, W.C. in the t r anslation of the Italian-language Pasta Europea 
1860 notice . Also from Mrs Daphne Boreham, Chelmsford, in t he typing of t he lis t s 
acc ompanying the articles on TP0 1 s and the Walshe cor respondence . Al s o f r om Mrs 
Dorothy Wood 1 Greenfor d, in ar ranging pr inting and other tasks. Also fr om Circl e 
Members contributing to the production , especially Mr Ken Davis, Rot herham (ESC 
148) who kindly has our t ext pages printed for the cost of mat erial only, and Mr 
John Sears (ESC 188) - and his f amily ! - for addressing and despatching as well 
as help with collat ing and s t apl ing. 

F 0 R G E R I E S Major MacArt.hur's Talk at the December 1979 Meet ing 

The wor d ' For geries ' itsel f a l ways caus es a s ense of appr ehension in us, t his 
feeling is quUe natural but s hould not dimi nish our enjoyment of collect i ng. We 
have t he capability and knowledge t o detect nearly everything the f orger and 
counterfei t er produce . I t is not that t he f or gers have to deal with one person, 
but wit h t he Circle . As t he for gers begin t o us e more modern and s ophisticated 
t echniques , so do we find member s who a r e mor e t han t heir equal technically, wi th 
the adl.ded advant age t o our member s of knowledge and time . Above all the Circ l e 
has 9 in my opinion, the most knowledgeable c ollector s in the world, es peciall y 
thos e who have made 9 or t aken part in ~ part i cular s t udies 1 or are still doing so. 
We also have accumulat ed knowledge i n our r ecor ds and :teference col lections . 

Firstly , t he Forgers. Sal ama 9 c i rca 1891 , is t he one we have most t o do wi t h 
in r eference t o t he 1866 1s t issue (see LOP's 225 & 226 for Ibrahim Chaftar Bey vs 
instr uctive article) . 

Sperat i , t hank goodness 9 did no t interest himself with Egypt. 

Fournier: now her e is a name which we have so often heard branded as a forger . 
He did however produce passable imi t ations of stamps , notably the ·1872 i ssue , but 
he openly advertised and sol d t hese as 1 space~fillers'. Apart fr om these I have 
not seen any other Four nier for geries. 

Spiro pr oduced s ome quite dangerous for geries 9 the most dangerous being t he 2nd 
issue 5- piastre . 

After these well-known names there are a host of anonymous f akers . Some of 
these produced, and are still pr oduc ing, very hard-to-detect f orgeri es. Wi t h t he 
near impossibility of forging any of t he more modern stamps, t heir attention 
turned to the surchar ges 9 over pr in t s and per forationso The more s ophisti ca ted 
turned to on-piece and covers, adding another dimension to their efforts by 
producing forgeries of cancellations and direct ional markings. 

Maj. MacArthur t hen passed around album pages, enlarged photographs, and other 
material dealing wit h t he following gr oups of for geries: (1) 1st issue; (2) s t amps 
with superscriptions, surchar ges and overprints; (3) Counterfeits, 2nd i ssue 5 pi; 
( 4) "space·-fillers" (5) alt er a t ions changing the appearance of perfs or c0lour ; 
(6) cancellat ions ( 7) pieces and covers (8) 1953 'bars' 
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REPORT of_ MEETING of EGYP'l' STUDY CIRCLE 9 "The Poacock" Maiden Lane 9 London W .C. 2 

185th Meeting held 8 D~ cember 1979 

In a ttendance were t he Chairman 9 Mr J. Sears, and Messrs P . Andrews, F . W. Benians, 
D. H.Clarke, C.E.H.Defriez, G.M.Dor man i G.P.Green , J.A.Grimmer, E.Hall, Maj . E . L.G . 
MacArthur , A. Smith and P.E.Whetter . 

The Chairman r eported t ha t the usual room at the "Peacock" had been booked for 
t he second Saturday of alter nate mont hs throughout 1980 . 

The Chairman reported t hat a ro om had been booked a t t he 'London 1980 ' Exhibition 
for a meeting on Wednesday 7 May 1980 f2·om 2.30 to 4.30 p.m. A r oom had also been 
booked at a hotel f or a soc'al event on Saturday 10 May . 

I t was agreed t hat a s mall committee should be set up to organise both events. 

Elect ion of Officers. Mr D.H.Clarke wished to give up the post of Secretary/ 
Treasurer and Messrs E"Hall and K. Davis were both nominated. Mr E. Hall was 
elected on a vote. M1• D .H.Clar ke was nominated as Keeper of t he Philatelic Recor d 
and this was confirm- d. There had been no submissions for the Record in recent 
years and i t was agreed that t here should be publ icity in the Q.C. for this . The 
pos ts of President and Chairman were retai ned by the present incumbents , Pro f. P.A . 
S.Smit h and Mr J.Sea s . 

New Membership List: l~ was agree d that an updated list should be publ ished, 
also t hat M mbers' interests should be s hown, together with a note t o indicate 
whether Me mbers were willing to enter into correspondence on Circle Studies etc. 

The Q.C. It was agreed t hat th March 1980 issue s hould be a s pec ial one f or 
' London 1980 1 Exhibition , with more pag s , a colour front ispiece and a bigger print 
quantity . The 1 Waghorn 1 articles by Mr F.Rowland Hill were r eferred t o with 
apprecia tion and Maj . MacArthur hoped tha t these could be extended to deal als o with 
t he Persian Gul Route 9 also to deal with othe::>:> Forwarding Agents 9 e.g. Briggs . 

Wording of ESC Expert Certifica · es . Maj. MacArth·ur traced t he development of 
the wording which used to refer t o "clandestine manufacture". An important meet ing 
was held in 1938 and t he ma jority view then was that t his shoul d be changed to 
refer to "d ·..<.bt.ful sta~us ". This wor ding was adopted from then for relevant cases 
and a l etter was written to Mes srs St.anley Gibbons Robson Lowe and Har mers t o draw 
t heir att ntion t o t he c,hangc:: . In discwssjon , Mr Whet ter considered t he pr esent 
wor ding to be less helpful and. Mr Gr'i.mmer reg1. .st'~ed ha....- l ng been deterred ~ by t he 
wording~ f rom buying material in the pas t w·hen :..t was availabl . It was agreed 
that a meeting would. be devoted t~ t his subj ~t . 

Meetings in 1980 . Subjects offel·· _d w&:re the Crown Over prints, t he Gaza strip 
and the Australians in Egypt in World War I, 

Maj, MacArthur ·chen gave a ~alk on Forgeries which he considered excellent for 
s tudying because t hey caused collecto:::-s to study their material much more closely. 
I t is hoped to reproduce this article in the Q.C. 

CONGRATULATIONS to Mr F. W. Ber.ians on his Bronze-Silver award at the International 
Exhibition "INDIA 198011 for his entry; "Brit1sh and Empire Forces in Egypt in the 
first i-/orld War ". 

Mr PETER R. FELTUS (ESC 114) is making progress on his CATALOG OF EGYPTIAN 
REVENUES and would be pleased to hear irom all who are interested . His address 
is now: 5709 Keith A....-enue , Oakland , California 94618, U.S.A. 

_N_E __ W _____ L~I~S~T ______ ~O F M E M B E R S 

I t is hoped to publ' sh a New List this year . The Secretary 9 Mr E. Hall , needs 
your full and corre t adaress - including Post Code which will shortly be linked 
wit h 1st Class Post in U.K . The list will show a Member's town and country only, 
if he s o indicates . I t will also show those Members who are willing to receive 
and act upon correspondence from others . Please write t o the Secretary (address on 
Title Page) - and ensure you a:r·e not omitted be ~a use of an unpaid subs cri uti on ! 
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PERIODICALS TO INDIA by F. Rowland Hill (ESC 212) 

The conveyance of Periodicals t o Indi a was a business of great i !1Jportance , second 
only t o the mails , but all does not seem to have gone too well with t he m despite 
the claim made by Waghor n i n his i flyer ' of June 1840 : -

"PERIODICALS to Bombay aver age t hirty-seven days f r om t he time of 
t heir despat h L"om London o" 

There is no evidenc e t hat t hey ever made it in 37 days ~ let alone averaged it. 
The fastest known le tter took 38 days . 

Miss Sankey in ' CARE OF MR o WAGHORN ' page 85 quotes George Smith (son of the 
boss of Smith & Elder 9 who a te d as Waghorni s London agents) reminiscing of his 
days as a boy wor king or Waghorn ~ -

"I t s eemed a great ma tter ·,o get the per i odicals and late parcels off 
to India a t t he l ast moment 9 and I can r emember seeing a post chaise 
standing a t the door of t he s hop t o t ake parce ls of the Quarterly or 
Edinbu~h Revi~ off to ca tch a f as t s hip • • • it was an expensive 
way of s endi ng a magazine and c ou] d onl y pay in t he sense that getting 
the Re i ew to Indi a befor e any other agent won for t he firm a reputa t ion 
for energy and enterpr ise ." 

The foll owing extra ct s fr om t he let ter-book s how how things went wr ong 

"Alexandria 6th Jany 1840 

" • • • t he Periodicals despa tched by you early in December to leave 
:tvlar s eille by Fr ench Steamer of 11 th of that month did not reach t here 
i n time ·eo do eo. I n los part of Mr Stubbs letters of 6th and 16th 
respecting t hem e • 0 t hose p riodicals were finally despatched on 21 s t 
ul t o from Marseille & dul y reached me here on 4th inst & even if they 
had left Mar s e "lle on t he 11 h D::Jcr as you expected they would have 
mi ssed t h Suez Steamer because ~he French lines on t hat occasion broke 
down be t ween Malta & Syra. Messrs Gowers char ge us expences on same, 
f r anc 175 fro m Boulogne to A exard:cia . 

''Wha t day did you despa tch t he Peri odicals i n question to Mr Stubbs ? 
was he t o bl ame or not~ for not havi ng the m at Marseille by the 11th 
D-cr. Whether he wa.o or n t, you had bet t er attr ibute the delay t o 
t he breaki ng down of t he French ~ teamer on that occasion - & even if 
t he French Steamer had not broke dovm 1 t hey l eaving Marseille on 11th 
could no t even under most f avorable ci rcums t ances have got to Alex til l 
24 Deer~ which was the day t he steamer left Suez ~ stea mers generally 
leave 23 or 24th of each month." 

(Ther e f ollows a lengthy descrlption of how t o get the Periodicals t o Marseilles 
by the 9t h in order t o ca t h an Engl.:ish Steamer on t ha t date). 

11 Alexandr ia 25th J any 1840 

"I a m s orry to tell you t ha t 'he fre nch Steamer arrd here yes t er day did 
not br ing • • Periodicals a l t ho I s ee by the incd r ough of Mr St ubbs 
tha t t hey got to hi m but t hey did not get to Marseilles in time. I 
s uppose t hey will come to hand by t he n xt Steamer (french)." 

"Alexandria 7 feby 1840 

"The frenc h Steam r arrd a t Alex on t he 4t h Instan t without the 
Per iodicals o · Jan ·a r y t hey ought -to have come here by the frenc h 
Steamer , arrvg on 24-~h Janr y but t hey did not neither do t hey now • 
in my letter t o you dat ed 25 J anry • o I send you an incld letter 
(port ion of one of our Mr Stubbs ) dated 6th Janry s tating that t he 
said Periodicals had come to him ~ but how he send t hem I donvt know, 
as Gower s do not know or say a wor d about them in their letter t o me 
dated Mar s eille of neither 11th nor 21st January therefore Stubbs never 
advi ced Gower of s ending t hem on • • • I think that through Stubbs 
neglect t hese Periodical~: are stuck fast somewhere betwe en Bulon & 
Marseille, all becaus e he did not wr ite to Galignanis & Gowers t o see 
they went onward ~!! ~ " 

/Continued • 
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PERIODICALS TO INDIA Continued 

"Alexa 27th Feby 40 

" • 0 the French Steamer which came in here on 24th did not bring us the 
January Periodicals alt ho we should have reed the Feby ones by that 
oppty o •• the Periodicals on which so much depends stick fast . All 
this is very bad & will redound ve~~~ against my efforts. Observe 
our Registers of Letters dribabling* to nothing 9 . so that what with the 
failure of Periodicals 1 falling off in Postages we appear to be in a 
regular break neck way • • 11 

*As usual, when Waghorn gets excited, he coins delightful neologis ms. 

The deplorable Mr Stubbs was duly sacked~ in the 'flyer' of June 1840 the 
Boulogne agent was Mr Ince . 

To have any hope at all of making Bombay in 37 days, communications had to be 
in Suez by the 23rd of the month 9 and the last possible day for leaving Eng~and t o 
do this was the 2nd. The Periodicals were published at the end of the month , so 
they had a better chance than letters 9 which might be written any time . The E. I . 
Steamer must leave on time and make the pass~ge in at most 15 days. What 
happened? December 9 s Periodicals faile d to make it, January's never arrived at 
all, and from letters we l earn that Febr uar y's were still in Egypt on 17th March , 
and March 9s arrived on 4th April. April 9 s and May's came by the English Steamer , 
and came in time, but in May the Steamer from Suez went only to Aden " from whence 
they are to be conveyed by sailing vessel, supposed to be there. " 

So in six months there was only one in which there was any chance of arriving 
in 37 days; whether t hey did so is unknown . 

Waghorn seemed t o claim, as usual, not what was done 9 but what ought to be 
possible; and t hings didnot improve. From June to September there was chaos 
with the E.I. Steamers (see my article 'More about Waghorn' in the Sept. 1978 Q.C.). 
The advent of the P & 0 in September did at last ensure that the Periodicals would 
be in Egypt in time 9 and from 0 tober they seem to have been so, though the 
following letters a re somewhat contradictory :-

"Alexa 4 Nov 1840 

" • o I wonder you have not more funds in hand those damn°d payments to 
Gowers for Periodicals I can°t bear to hear of as they always get to 
India a month behind what they should do. Send them Express to Falmouth 
or do something through the Booksellers pay more don't let them be put 

11 

in a Cr~nnel where t hay are delayed and we have to pay large amounts for 
same to Gowers." 

"Alexa 5 Nov 40 

again & again I warn you no~ ~ o send Periodicals with Fr. Steamer , 
they will always be a Month beh'nd ••• send them Express to Falmouth 
by 'Oriental' or Great LiverpooL" 

"Alexa 22 Nov 40 

"The 'Oriental' arrived here 18th inst, our Periodicals of Novb came to 
hand . Our Periodicals of Octb went forward last month to India . " 

But even when they reached Bombay all was not well 

"Alexa 20 Jan 1841 

"J.M.Richardson Esq. , 23 Cornhill 

"My dear Sir, I have before me yours of 29th full of complaints fro m 
all parties who do not ge t their periodicals when they expect them. The 
month before last they were delayed in Egypt a month •• . As for I ndia, 
bulky newspapers , periodicals are incessantly delayed because Bearers 
cannot be got sufficient for the interior of India, at Madras even 
on letters • • . 11 

So t hose wretched Nove mber Periodicals failed after all Life was very hard . 

F. Rowland Hill. 
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(Note: t he Italian-language Notice was included as part of M. Jean Boulad 1 s article 
on Pasta Europea . It appears on page 133 of the June 1979 issue of the Q.C . ) 

POSTA EUROPEA . Charges fcrthe carriage of Letters, Covers and News papers 1 1860 

From Alexandria to Cairo and vice-versa 1 piastre for a single l e t ter, 60 para f or 
a double letter, and the excess ·1 5 para per dramme up t o 3 Egyptian piastres , on 
posting only . 

From Alexandria to Suez and vice- versa 3 piastres for a single letter 1 4~ f or a 
doublef and the excess 45 para per dr amme on posting only . 

From Alexandria to Damanur, Kafer Zajat, Tanta, Birket-el-Sab, Benha and vice-versa 
1 piastr e for a single letter~ 60 para for a double letter, and the excess 15 para 
per dramme, on posting and on receiving. 

From Alexandria to Zagasik, Zifta, Mihalla, Samanud and vice-versa , 60 para for a 
single le tter , 100 para for a double letter and the excess 25 para per dramme on 
posting and on rece i ving. 

From Alexandria to Mansuraf Damiata and vice-versa, 2 piastres for a single l e t ter f 
3 piastres for a double letter! and the excess 30 para per dramme on posting and on 
receiving . 

From Cairo to Suez and vice-cersa , 2 piastres for a single letter, 3 piastres f or a 
double letter, and the excess 30 para pe r dramme on posting only. 

From Cairo to Benha, Birket-el-Sab, Tanta, Kafer Zajat, Damanur and vice-versa , 1 
piastre for a single letter, 60 para for a double letter, and the excess 15 para 
per dramme on posting and on receiving. 

From Cairo t o Zagasik~ Zifta, Mihalla, Samanud and vice-cersaf 60 para for a singl e 
letter, 100 para for a double letter and the excess 25 para per dramme on posting 
and on receiving . 

From Cairo to Mansura, Damiata and vice- ·ersa, 2 piastres for a single letter , 3 
piastres for a double letter and the excess 30 para per dramme on posting and on 
re e i ving . 

From Suez to Benha , Birket~el~Sab, Tanta, Kafer Zajat, Damanur and vice-versa, 3 
pias tres for a single letter , 4~ for a double letter and the excess 45 para per 
dramme on pos ·cing only. 

From Suez to Zagasik, Zifta or Mitgamer, Mihalla 9 Samanud and vice-versa , 4 pias tres 
for a single letter~ 6 piastres for a doubl letterf and the excess 60 para per 
dramme on posting only. 

From Suez to Mansura, Damiata and vi e-versa, 4 piastres fora single letter , 7 
piastres for a double letter , and the excess 60 para per dramme on posting only. 

From Benha to Birket-el-Sab , Tanta 9 Kafer Zajat, Damanur and vice-versa, 20 para f or 
a single letter, 30 para for a double letter and the excess 10 para on posting and 
on receiving. 

From Benha to Zaga ik and vice-versa, 30 para for a single letter, 50 para for a 
double letter, and the excess 10 para per dramme on posting and on receiving. 

From Benha to Zift a , Mihalla, Samanud and vice-versa·, 60 para for a singl e le tter, 
100 para for a double , and the excess 25 para per dramme on posting and on rece i ving . 

From Benha t o Mansura, Damiata and vice-versa , 2 piastres for a singl e letter , 3 pi. 
for a double letter, and the excess 30 para per dramme on posting and on receiving . 

From Birket-el- Sab to Tanta, Kafer Zajat, Damanur and vice-versa , 20 para fo r a 
single letter, 30 para for a double letter, and the excess 10 para per dramme on 
posting and on rece i ving . 

From Birket-el~Sab to Zagasik, Zifta, Mihalla, Samanud and vice-versa , 60 para f or a 
single letter , 100 para for a double letter, and the excess 25 para per dramme on 
posting and on receiving. 

/ Continued , • • 
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in COMBI NATI ON with OVERSEAS POSTAL SERVI CES 
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From Birket-el-Sab to Mansura~ Damiata and vice-versa, 2 piastres for a single letter 
3 piastres for a double, and the excess 30 para per dramme on. posting and receiving. 

From Tanta to Kafer Zajat, Damanur and vice-versa, 20 para for a single letter, 30 
para for a double, and the excess 10 para per dramme on posting and on receiving. 

From Tanta to Zifta, Mihalla, Samanud and vice-versa~ 1 piastre for a single letter, 
60 para for a double, and the excess 15 par a per dramme on posting and on receiving . 

From Tanta to Mansur a, Damiata, Zagasik and vice-versa, 60 para for a single letter, 
100 para for a double and the excess 25 para per dramme on posting and on receiving. 

From Kafer Zajat to Damanur and vice - versa, 20 para for a single letter, 30 para 
for a double letter, and the excess 10 par a per dramme on posting and on receiving. 

From Kafer Zajat to Zifta, Mihalla, Samanud and vice-versa, 1 piastre for a single 
letter, 60 para for a double letter, and the excess 15 para per dramme on posting 
and on receiving. 

From Kafer Zajat to Mansura , Damiata, Zagasik and vice-versa, 60 para for a single 
letter~ 100 para for a double letter, and the excess 25 para per dramme on posting 
and on receiving. 

From Damanur to Zifta, Mihalla, Samanud and vice-versa , 1 piastre for a single 
letter, 60 par a for a double letter, and the excess 15 para per dramme on posting 
and on receiving . 

From Damanur to Mansura, Damiata, Zagasik and vice-versa, 60 para for a single 
letter~ 100 para for a double letter, and the excess 25 para per dramme on posting 
and on receiving . 

From Zifta to Mihalla ~ Samanud and vice-versa, 1 piastre for a single letter~ 60 
par a for a double , and t he excess 15 par a per dramme on posting and on receiving. 

From Zifta to Mansura, Dami.ata , Zagasik and vice-versa, 60 para for a single letter, 
100 para for a double and the excess 25 para per dramme on posting and on receiving. 

From Mi halla to Samanud and vice- versa, 20 para for a single letter, 30 para for a 
double letter, and t he excess 10 para per dramme on posting and on receiving. 

From Mihalla to Mansur a, Damiata and vice-versa, 1 piastre for a single letter, 60 
para for a double, and t he excess 15 para per dramme on posting and on receiving. 

From Mihalla to Zagasik* 60 para for a single letter, 100 para for a double letter, 
and the excess 25 para per dramme** 

From Samanud to Mansura and vice-versa , 30 para for a single letter, 50 para for a 
double letter, and t he excess 10 par a per dramme on posting and on receiving. 

From Samanud to Damiata and vice-versa , 1 piastre for a single letter, 60 para for a 
double letter 1 and the excess 15 para per dramme on posting and on receiving. 

From Samanud to Zagasik and vice-versa~ 60 para for a single letter, 100 para for a 
double letter~ and the excess 25 para per dramme on posting and on receiving. 

From Mansura to Dami ata and vice-versa, 1 piastre for a single letter, 60 para for a 
double letter ~ and the excess 15 par a per dramme on posting and on receiving. 

From Mansura to Zagasik and vice- versa, 60 par a for a single letter, 100 para for a 
double letter, and the excess 25 para per dramme on posting and on receiving. 

From Damiata to Zagasik and vice-versa, 2 piastres for a single letter, 3 piastres 
for a double l e tter, and the exc ess 30 par a per dramme on posting and on receiving . 

Editor ' s Note: *Mihalla to Zagasik- the text does not say "and vice-versa" 
**Mihalla to Zagasik - the text does not say "on posting and on 

receiving". Both these are probably unintentional omissions • 

Remarks 

Newspapers posted in a wrapper will be charged 5 para each for Cairo and 10 para 
each for any other destination, on posting only . Newspapers which are not in a 

,... wrapper will be classified as letters and will be charged according to weight . 

/ Continued 
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We will not a ccept samples in bulk. 
posting only. 

Small samples will be char ged 5 pias tres on 

Registered Letters will be charged 2 piastres in addition to the nor mal postage~ 
for any des tina t ion. 

For bulky covers and packages, so l ong as it can be shown on posting t hat t hey do 
not contain letters 9 but only bills, deeds, consular papers 9 etco , t hese will have 
a right to a reduction of 2C?/; on t he weight . 

N"B" The pr es ent Tar iff (in use since 1856) has today been reduced by one t hird 
on covers exceeding the double lett r with the object of helping users who have a 
great deal of correspondence . 

Alexandria, Egypt, 1s t Janua ry 1860. Signed f or t he Directorate~ Go Muzzi 

Editor 1 s Note . In t he cas e of all despatches from Suez, and of s ome fr om Cairo 
and Alexandr ia, t he wor ding of the Notice is that charges are made 1 on posting only ' 
(all 1 i mpostazione soltant o) . However 9 in mos t cases the char ges are 1 on pos t ing 
and on receiving 1 (all 1 i mpos t azione e alla recezione)o This surely cannot mean 
that postage was char ged twice, once a t ea ch end, on most mail carried by t he Pasta 
Europea. Then why not 1all 1 i mpostazione .£ alla recezione 1 ? 

The Editor t herefore consulted the aut hor of the Study Report, Mo J ean Boulad, 
who kindly replied~ "Your question concerning payment on post ing and on recei ving 
is a good one and I have never paid special attention to this . Of course 9 t he 
same letter would not have been char ged to t he s ender and t o t he rec ipiento In 
my opinion, based m t he various :i terns I have examined~ I can say t hat mos t of the 
char ges were paid by t he sender when ha.r1ding mail across the counter c Fr om about 
1860, prepai d mail was sometimes s t:7.'"C.C k with a cachet 1P.Po 1 or 1 Franca 1 

9 or had 
no s pecial mar k. In t he l a tter case 9 mixed frankings have no special mark t o 
refer t o t he ' amount paid for transmission with:in Egypt. The unpaid amount, where 
the charge was t o be coll ected fr·om t he r ecipient, was marked on t he front in blue 
or red pencil, and t his procedure has be n rec or ded as from about 1856/57 "" 

Op_e of t he benefits of a t udious article :in the Q"C. is that Members are s timul a ted 
to examining their own col l ect ions afresh, r es ulting in discoveries . Mr Rudi 
J eidel has pr ovided t he illus tra tion of a cover in his collection showing 17 Aug 1 65 
a.s an ea.riier date of use of the Type I-1 of Constantinople . Your Editor has a 
cover (also illustr a ted) s howing t he use of Type I-2- 5n of Tanta on 8 June 1865. 
Mr J eidel has also provided t he illustration 9 from his collecti on 9 of t he boxed 
"RACCOMANDATE" mark fr om Alexandria 0n 20 June 1865 9 t he mark being much larger t han 
that des cribed , a t 49 o5 mm x 9.5 mm (see page 166, t he Q.C", September 1979). 

Mr R. J eidel has also kindly provided c opies of several of his combination 
covers, wher e t he Pas t a Eur opea bas been used together with another pos tal service , 
and we r epr oducf': Cairo t o I taly using t he Italian Postal Service, Cairo to Germany 
using t he French Post a l Service , and Sa.manud to England also using the French 
Postal Service . 

1888 5-Millieme Pl a te Proof furt he r note by Pr of . P oAoSoSmith (ESC74) 

In t he June, 1979, issue of t he Q.C. (Vol . X9 No . 6) 1 I described a plate pr oof 
in black , i n a. block of 4; of t he 1888 5-Mill . I must now confess my embarrassment 
for having overlooked the almost certain or igin of the item: Lot 2471 of t he 
Robson Lowe Ltd auct ion of March 11th 1 1977 (the John Gilbert collect ion and De La 
Rue archive materia l). That lot was described a.s rrpla.t e pr oof in black on glazed 
card , stuck on ca rd, a block of 120 s howing pl a te 2 (twice). o11 The block was 
c l ea rly two panes of 60, and t hus half of t he sheet of 240 o Presumably t he full 
shee t was printed; where is the ot her half ? It is curious that this was t he 
only lot of its kind in the sale 9 and no other black plate proofs have c ome on t he 
market since then . I do not unders t and why only one value of all t he De La Rue 
s phinx & pyramid issues should have been so treated; perhaps others will yet 
appear, if more of t he archive material is put on the market . 
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Peter A. S. Smi-~h (ESC 74) 

In 1 1 0 r i ent Philatelique 1or April 1945 (pp . 257-61) 9 the la·e Gabriel Boulad 
c ontr ibu t , d an impor~~an+ pioneering study of the pos al markings of the travelling 
post office of Egypt . Th e interes-':: +:.hat he stimulated resulted in a con tinuing 
increase of i ru ormation 9 and n011' 1 r..early 35 years later 9 it is possible t o wr ite a 
mu c h more elabo!.'ate trea t ment of a cubject that can now be seen to be c onsiderably 
more c omplex t han was :::lrig~Lnally suppos0d. The first draft of a monogr aph that I 
estimat e to be ab~ut 40 pagt.. s Jong has bean ccmpleted 9 and the final version is 
expected t o be :ready by the end or 19?9 . I-1.: will be publish-:!d by the Mobil Post 
Office Society, with the b:iessin g of -'::he Circl , and will be properly printed and 
b ound. The Society will contribute a supply of copL s ,o the Circle f or its own 
use~ and th0re will be an a c knm .. ilPdgemE>nt to the Circl i n the monogr aph. More 
specific info:..~ma ' ion will b~ given in a "ater issue of the Q.C. 

This article i s a prclimi ary note to timulate interest, and to s olic i t 
last-minut e additional ~ nformation tha -t our readers may be able to suppl y. 
respond a s pr omptly as yo· can if y::m have anything new to impart ! 

any 
Please 

The m-:;nograph will :in orp orate; historical details o_ the development of r ailways 
in Egypt~ and a r a tionali<'.ation of the '['PO l.'Outes in terms of rail services. The 
period c over .d is from 18)4, when 'che fi:.:·st rail line Alexandria-Cairo, was 
opened ~ to 196'1 1 t he da"c" of thr:' latest TPO ma:.king that I ha·J"e seen. Actual TPO 
s ervi e did not b gin u til 1875 , hcweyer 1 and did not expand until t h e 188ovs . 
It utilized not only t.b e railway J ines 9 b1.: t steamer services on canals and parts of 
t h e Nile . The "UFFIZTO NA'IANTE" of th Kbedi·,·ial Mail J~ine on the Alexandr ia-
Constan tinople rou te may a l so be in~luded, The railway system itself was (and is) · 
of two dis t inct kinds~ the Egyp'd an State Eail·ways ~ in standard gauge 7 and t he 
ag:r.icultt<ral , -:::· light, :~~ail ways of nar~'0\1: gauge, i.rhic h op"rate i n the Delta and in 
the Fayum. 'fPO v 2 operated on t·o-i:h -~ ypc.:; of re.ilway . 

The prin:::ipal pa~.;.. of :-.h.Ls a:.. -~- :. ~l0 is the 11st !)f k'1own TPO routes, I have put 
it togathe:.n f..-.om i tcms j n m:r ::-:-11~ :. +-'on. augrn<11ted by what: I ha e been <;hown by a 
number of merr!oer.s of +:be c··~ clo , or have b.::en illt:Gt::-atod, The dates sho·wn a!.' e 
t hus the lim~ t:Lng d.atf's ucen Ji1 postma:~~s 9 and a re not deri-..red from offic] al 
r e cord.s-, I.~ ic pr ;bath that al:;_ of them can bP ext"')nd .d, perhaps by ma:q yea rs. 
'rhe .. arlies ,· dates cm' be -~.im:. t<"'d, how0-""J 9 ;:r th0 nP e.~si ty of being consistent 
with the da',;::s of -:;r:.mp:el-.}oE of :h, r- qu::..c.it " 1:ii:: of railway line ; such i n forma tion 
will be included in +-hro mo 1Jg::-apb o 

The typ s o:· t:: an~:_la t:.on ·J.se: d :m Eg;yp-";iar 'I'P0 1 2 a"':'e many ar"d varied; some bear 
th ~ letters TPO , B::>me arc ins-,"':'ib-"d AMB •.•• :· AMBULANT; some have " & V.V. " ( "and 
v i ce ve-rse; " ), and ;somE: show oni.y i·hc Eames -1 the t_rminal lo..;ati.ons 9 or just a 
num er. All of t he known types ~~.-·ill be i1lustra tt"d in the monograph ? and it will 
t ake several pages to chow them. A rorrolation of each type of cancellation with 
the rcutes kr,•J "" ta haT·c 1~~Pd ~-t w-:;.J.l al:::o be given . 

'lhe list '·hat fc-llow>; i.o arranged a.lphab<t:.-:a=.l;:n the office of lowes t alpha­
be :ica l 'J l: d.e r is list2d fL"..:t 1 .. "t!ga rdless of what o:r·der may have been seem in 
postmarks; thus, "ALEXANDRIA & CAIRO" sub ume.s those postma.r <s inscribed in the 
orde r Ca.'ro-Alexandria. The task of pu tting such a list in exact alphabetical 
order is impossible , :however, 1mless one uses only the Arabic version of t he names, 
because there &~0 so many variations of sp l ling in the transliterated names. For 
example , GALIUB 9 KALIUB 1 c..nd QALIUB are c.ll t he same place 9 as are TEH EL BARUD and 
I'IYAI EL BARUD . 'l'he Gp"r. ings i n ::: re J.. _, ""t a1.'C chosen qu ite a rbitrarily , and have 
no special signifi~an,·e. Hos t;~ if not all 9 .:;hould be 1'·3adi ly r cognizatl , 

1 
and 

the few really con using cas es ha~e a 1rosG-refcrence. 

Most users of t his list will no:ice many places t hat are unfamiliar. These are 
mostly termini of route's on i-he ag':'ic·cltural railways , and a re missing on all but 
the mos t detaila d ma ps . In t he mon ograph ~ all such places w:Ul be shown on a 
series of maps delit1eating all the raiJ.ways of Egypt (it took a lot of detect ive 
work to tra ck s.., me of them down 9 for oom~ no J.cr~ger 'C)Xist, and SLlme of t he railway 
lines were long age d:..sma:.'.::lcd). As a small help 1 the routes are identified i-lith 
(L) if they ran on a light rai 1way , and (B) if they were on boaf:s. Un i nd:i.cated 
routes may be assumed to e on the ines of the State Railway.:. 

I llus trations of the ca~lie~:-t t:-rP ~ ~ and of the latest typ e seen, a re 011 pa ge 258. 

/ Contin;.;ed 
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ROUTES 
between 

ABOU HAMMAD & ABOU KEBIR (L) 
ABOU HAMMAD & BILBEIS (L) 
ABOU Hi\MMAD & D!ARB NIGM (L) 
ABOU HAMMAD & MINET EL GAM H 
ABOU KEBIR & IBRAHIMIA & HEHY A (L) 
ABOU EL MATAMIR & DAMAN HU R (L) 
ABOU KEBIR & SALHI A 
ABOU EL MATAM IR & KAFR DAWWAR (L) 
ABO U QI R & ALEX AND RI A 
ABOU EL SHE QUQ & SIMBEL AWEI N 
(ABOU SI R El MALAQ & ASHM ANT - believed t o be Ru ral Servic e ~ 
ABUKSA & WASl"A (via FAYUM) 
AGA & DI ARB NI GM (L) 
AGA & ZAGAZ IG (L) 
ALEXANDR I A TPO 19 
ALEXANDR I A & CAI RO 
ALEXANDRIA & DABAA 
ALEXANDR I A & DA~ANHUR 
ALEXANDR I A & EDF I NA 
ALEXANDR I A & ME RSA MATRUH 
ALEXANDRIA & MEX 
ALEXANDRIA & PORT SA ID 
ALEXANDRIA & RAM LEH 
ALEX ANDR IA & ROSETTA 
ALEX ANDR I A & TANTA 
ASHMU f~ & TAN" A 
ASSIUT & ASWAN (B) 
ASSIUT & CAIRO 
ASS IUT & LUX OR 
ASSIUT & 1ViiNI A 
(ASS I UT & NAG HAMMADI ?) 
A55IUT & SDHAG 
ASWAN & GUERGA (B) 
ASWAN & LUXO R 
ASWAN & WAD I HALrA ( B) 
ATFE & DAMAN HU R (L) 
ATFE & KAFR EL ZAYAT (B) 
BA iiR CI-J!BHJ (B) 
(BALTIM AMB UL ANT ?) 
BA LTIM & BIALA (l) 
BALTIM & MAHALL A (L ) 
BARRAGE &. QA l.IUB 
BARRAGE & MANSURA (L) 
BASSIOUN & KO "OU R (L) 
BASS I OUN REGUL ATOR & KAFR EL SHEIKH (L) 
BELKAS & 5HERBI N 
BENHA & DELTA BARRAGE (or QA NATER EL DELTA) (L) 
BENHA & ~SMAILIA 
BENHA & MANSURA 
BENHA & MIT BERA 
BENHA & MIT BERA & MIT GH AMR 
BENHA & MI GH AMR (L) 
BENHA & SUEZ 
BENHA & MENU F & KAFR EL ZAY AT 
BENHA & ZAGAZ IG 
BENI SUEF & CAIRO 
BI ALA & SHERBIN 
BI ALA & KALLIN 
BIALA & MAHALLA (L) 
BILBES & MINET EL GAMH (L) 
BI LT AN & KAFR HAMZ A (L) 
BIRKET EL SAB & SAMANUD (L) 

(L) = Ligh t Ra i l way; (B) = on Boa ts 

years ssen 

1914-24 
1915-1 6 
1910-13 
1904-1 2 
1902 
1903-43 
1887-1 944 
1916-26 
1910=38 
1923 
1915-19 ) 
1899=1 940 
1908 
1905-36 
1936-37 
1875-1 96 1 
1910-13 
1886- 92 
1908-43 
1936- 60 
1904-15 
1909-14 
1888-1909 
1883-1921 
? 
"1 898=1 915 
1 88 3~92 

1 883~1949 

1906-57 
1893-193 6 

1926 
1893-98 
1894-1933 
188 7 
1904 
1881-98 
1888-98 
1893 7 
1915-1 6 
1926-39 
1 888~1901 

190 1~ 02 

1899 
191 6 
1891=95 
1905-15 
1909~41 

1903-04 
1906 
1929=31 
1921=37 
1884-1 904 
1940 
1904=1 3 
1900-43 
1905-38 
1902-08 
1907-1 8 
191 6=28 
1909 
1923 

235 

/ continued 
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RO UTES 
between 

BI RKET (E SAB ) & ZIFTA (L) 
BIRMq & KAF R El ZAYAT (L) 
BIR SHAMS & QANA TER EL DELTA (BAHR CHI BIN) (B) 
BULAK EL DAKRUR & TEH EL BARUD 
CAIRO Noa 24 
CAIRO & FA YUM 
CAI RO & GUE RGA 
CAI RO & HELWAN 
CAIRO & ISMAILIA 
CA I RO & ITYAI (TEH) El BARUD 
CA I RO & LUX OR 
CAIRO & MANSURA 
CAI RO & MARG 
CAI RO & MI NIA 
CAI RO & POR SAID 
CAIRO & SOHA 
CAIRO & SUEZ 
CAIRO & TANTA 
CAIRO & WAS TA 
CAIRO & ZAGAZIG 
CAI RO , BENHA & ZAGAZ IG 
CHABRAKH IT & DAMANHUR (L) 
CHABRAKH IT & TEH EL BARUD ( L) 
CH Al-.L AL & l.UX'" R 
CH AL AL & (WADI ) HALFA ( B) 
~HAWACHNA & FAYUM (L) 
CHI BI NE EL -KOM & TANTA 
C~IBINE EL QANATER & EL MARG 
CHINE & BASSI OU I (L) 
CHINE & BASSIOUN & TANTA (L) 
CHINE & ~ODDABA (L) 
CHINE & TANTA & KOTDU R (L?) 
CHIRB:!:N & KALLIN 

· CH:RBIN & SAMANUD 
DALANGAT & DAMAN HU R (L) 
DALANCAT & TUD (L) 
DAMAN HU R & EDf i NA (L) 
DA~ANHUR & F WA (L? ) 
DAMANHUR & HOSH _SA (l.) 
DAMANHUR & HOSH ISA & KAFR DAWWA R (L) 
DAMAN HUR & KAFR DAWWAR (L?) 
DAMqN HUR & MINIET SALAMA (L) 
DAMANH UR & RAHMA NIYA (L?) 
DAMANHUR & TUD & KHIRBITA (L) 
DAMAN HU R & TUD & ITYAI EL BARUD (L) 
DAMANHUR & TANTA 
DAMI ATA & MANSU RA 
DAMIATA & TANTP. 
DESUQ & TANTA 
DI ARB NIGM & MIT GHAMR (L) 
EDFINA & KAFR EL ZAYAT (B) 
EDWA & RDDA ( L) 
EDWA & TAMIYA (L) 
FAYUM TPO 
FAYUM & GH ARAK (l) 
FAYUM & KALAMSHA (L) 
FAYUM & LAHUN (L) 
FAYUM & NAZLA EL WAD I (L) 
FAYUM & RDDA (L) 
FAYUM & SENNURIS 
FAYUM & TAM IYA (L) 
FAYUM & WASTA 

(L) = Light Railway; (B) = on Boa ts 

years s een 

1904~11 

1910~3 9 

1908- 09 
1894-95 
1925~40 

1886-1940 
1893-98 
1890=193 6 
'1894-1 904 
1898-1951 
1899-1904 
1895-1939 
1 8 95~1935 

1894= 1947 
1900-47 
1899=1905 
1 88 9~1 905 

1913-45 
1895 
1883 
188 9 
190?-43 
1903-15 
1900-53 
1 88 0 1 s~1953 

1905-1 6 
1883-1 897 
1923~37 

1905 
1905 
1908-10 
1901 
1900~39 

192? 
1914 
1909-12 
1906-13 
1916 
1903 
1902-05 
1904=09 
1896-191 6 
1892 
1917=22 
1904-1 6 
1900=37 
191 6 
1882-1960 
1883-1900 
1908-40 
1893 
1901-09 
1904-09 
1934 
1901-26 
1904~3 6 

1908 
1905-14 
1910-34 
1900-27 
1913-1 6 
1885-1 914 

236 
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ROUTES 
between 

THE TRAVE-LING POST OFFICES OF EGYPT 

ISMAI LIA & PORT SAID (B?) 
ISMAILIA & PORT TAUFI Q 
ISMAILIA & SUEZ 
ITYAI (TEH) El BARUD & MINIA (L) 
ITYAI (TEH) El BARUD & NEKLA (L) 
ITYAI (TEH) EL BARUD & TUD & DALANGAT (L) 
KAFR CHEIKH & KALLIN 
KAFR CHEIKH & MAHALLA (L) 
KAFR CHEIKH & SIDI SALEM (L) 
KAFR HAMZA & TUKH (L ) 
KA FR SAGR & MANSURA 
KAFR SAGR & SADA QA (L) 
KAFR EL ZAYAT & MINUF 
KALL IN & MORABEIN 
KANTARA & HAIFA 
KANTARA & RA FAH 
KDTOUR & MAHALLA (L) 
KDTOUR & TALKHA (L ) 
KOTOUR & TANTA ( L) 
LUXOR & MI NIA 
LUXOR & SOHAG 
MAHALLA & TALKHA (L?) 
MAHAL LA & EL HAYATIM & TANTA 
MAHA LLET INGHAQ & MANSURA (L) 
MAHALLA & MANSURA 
MANSURA TPO 
MANSURA & MANZA LEY ( B) 
MANSURA & MATAR IA (L) 
MANSU RA & MIT CHAMR ( L) 
MANSU RA & TANTA 
MANSURA & ZAGAZ' G 
MANSURA & ZE FTA BARRAGE ( L) 
MEN UF & TANTA 
MI NET EL GAMH & SAHRAGT (L) 
[Vl ! N A & SDHAG 
(MIT BERA & ZEr A - Ru ral Ssrvi s, na t TPO) 
MI T GH AMR & SIMBELAWE I N (L) 
MI T GHAMR & ZAGAZI G 
MIT GHAMR & ZEFTA & TANTA 
PORT TAUFIQ TPO 
QARA & WAHAT EL KHARGA (L ) 
SA El HAGAR & TANTA (L) 
SAMANUD & ZIFTA (L) 
SANNURIS & WASTA 
SIDI SALIM & TANTA ( l ) 
SIMBE AWEIN & ZAGAZIG (L) 
SUEZ AMBU LANT (or PO) 
TA LKHA & TIRA (L) 
TANTA TPO 
TANTA & ZIFT t:\ 
TANTA & ZAGAZI G 
TUD & ITYAI (EL BARUD ) & YAHUDIYA (L) 

Military Tr avelling Post Offices: 

CAT or TAC TPO (Cairo & Port Said) 
KAR or RAK TPO (Kantara & El Arish) 
KAL or LAK TPO (Kantara & Dsir el Balah?) 
UPPER EGYPT TPO (Nos. 2 & 3; Wasta & Aswan?) 
Z AND W TPO (Alexandria & Dabaa) 

years s een 

'1 893-1 911 
1908-40 
1904-13 
1888-1 917 
1915-25 
191 6- 25 
1888- 95 
1908=23 
1915-36 
191 6 
191 6-37 
1922 
1932 
1 898~ 99 

1923- 28 
1943 
1993-24 
190 1 
1905-15 
1900-05 
1902-37 
1901-06 
1947 
1900-35 
1904 
193 8~45 

1887- 99 
1901-40 
1909-45 
1888-·1946 
1907 
1902 
1892-191 6 
1907=20 
1904~42 

1906-17 
1910-30 
1905 
1912-36 
1908-11 
1909=39 
1902-23 
1906-14 
1933-42 
1894=1910 
1891-1909 
1913-27 
1938-39 
188 7=1913 
1914-46 
1927 

19 16-1 8 
1917 
1917-20 
1919 
1917 

237 
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EGYPT SURCHARGED POSTAGE DUES A NEW PLATING STUDY 

by John A. Grimmer (ESC 164) 

1. The 1898 Surcharge 

Introduction. 

No Postage Due of 3 mills existed in 1898, nor had been needed. On the normal 
basis of doubling the unpaid amount 9 it would have indicated a postage rate of 1~ 
mills - a ridiculous amount. However 9 the Sudan campaign gave rise to the service 
of Egyptian troops on t he front iers and in the Sudan, and it was decided that if 
unfranked mail from them were endorsed ~no stamps available~ then the surcharge 
woul d be the unpaid amount only 9 i . e. 3 millso The absence of Postage Due stamps 
of 3 mills denomination was met, as from 7 February 1898 9 by using a 2 mills plus 
a bisected 2 mills specially authorised; on 7 May the subject stamp was available. 

Mr MacNeille appears to have been the first to study this surcharge and write 
about it; a more definitive article by Dr Byam appeared in the Q.C. for December 
1961, No, 58. Even this falls well short of accuracy and completeness, as the 
following extracts show :~ 

"Two types of overprint can be recognised". There are six types. 

"First state: represented by one recorded sheet only • o o bears an Arabic 
"two instead of three • " • " 'I'his is the second state. Failure to 

distinguish the six setting Types led to confusion as to the several states. I 
have seen 5 panes of this state . 

We expect to find typographed over prints with ~families' of cliches from the 
same parent sett1ng. In the case of the 1897 overprint for the Sudan 9 each 
horizontal row is from a different setting; in the case of the 1915 2-mills 
surcharge on 3 mills, the vertical columns are each from a different setting. In 
the case of the 1898 Due surcharge 9 however 9 the members of the six different types 
of setting are DISTRIBUTED AT RANDOM and have not been recognised before. 

About 5 years ago I acquired a Dutch collec tion of Postage Dues, and this had 
two panes of the 1898 surcharge. Not for two years did I examine them, and then 
four.d that they were different - one had every Arabic 1 3 1 in the right-hand (10th) 
column damaged . The previous owner had identified on loose singles and in 
blocks t he surcharges which were 20 mm long, as against the normal length of 1~ 
mm 9 but had not located the ~long~ variety on the complete panes . On doing this 
I found t hat there were 10 examples 9 in identical positions on the two panes: this 
strongly suggested that there were six setting of 10 members each; also that the 
so-called ~error~ of 2 for 3 was the result of damage to a first state . 

Further measur ing revealed another 'family' which had the two lines of script 
less separated, being about 4.0 mm instead of 4.5 mm 9 measuring from the bottom of 
each line, and taking the first ' sheen' as marking the bottom of the Arabic line. 
Oddly, however , there were only 9 examples of this type. 

It took a weekend to find the other four groups, and these were identified by 
peculiarities in the Arabic scri.pt 9 not in the French script. (Figure 2). 
Several cliches show damage to the European figure ~3~ but these affect several 
different setting types: to pursue this in the hope of plating is tci pursue a 
will o~ the wisp (figure 3). 

I originally believed that cliche numbers 21 and 44 represented a seventh type 
out I now consider them to be Type F' , although they hold some differences as against 
the other population of this Type . In the chart shown below, the different setting 
Types have been lettered in the order in which they first appear on the pane. The 
firial summary shows that there are eleven examples of Type A9 nine of Type D (as 
noted above) and ten each of all the otherso 

The typesetting of the French-language line also shows six different Types, but 
the distinctions are difficult to see except in the case of Types A9 C

9 
D. These 

correspond with the settings of the Arabic, so that the entire overprint, French 
and Arabic lines, was typeset six times. Small variations affecting some only of 
the members of a Type can be explained as due to damage to the Master Setting 
during the casting of the cliches. 

/ Continued • 
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PLATING OF THE 1898 SURCHARGED 

'rhe Setting TJ':Ees (State 1) 

1 2 3 4 5 
r 
b 

1 A B c D E A 

'11 A A E A c F 

21 F D A E F F 

31 c E F D F A 

41 E E B F E B 

51 D E B c c E 

51 52 53 54 55 56 

Plating of Multiples. (Figure 4) 

PC STAGE DUE 

'7 8 9 I 

(" 
·' F D 

E c A 

c F D 

D B D 

B B B 

D A B 

57 58 59 

'10 

c 

c 

A 

A 

F 

B 

Go 

Continued 24 '1 

10 State 1 

20 No. 36 has 
Arabic 13 1 

30 damaged. 

40 There is no 
damage to column 

50 on right (10th). 

60 

This is unexpectedly easy , due to the random distribution of the Setting Types. 
Every block of 4 in the pane of 60 has a unique arrangement of Setting Types. This 
ought not to be .surprising because, although there are 45 different possible blocks 
of 4, there are 1 9296 different ways of assembling 6 different Types into a block. 
The chance of there being t wo identical blocks is thus less than '1 in 800 . 

Therefore to plate a block it is only necessary to find its pattern of Types in 
the chart, and the plating is complete . 

Plating of loose sinE~ · 

A number will be found on inspection 1 to have a substantial characteristic which 
makes their plating easy, although most rely upon smaller flaws. (Figures 5, 6) . 
When plat ing used singles, one encounters the ~law of cussedness' which states that 
the particular spot you have to examine is obliterated by t~e postmark . Complete 
plating is possible and not too difficult: the only unplated loose singles left 
on my first attempt proved to be substituted cliches which I was not then aware of. 

:furth~~ids to Pl~~ · 

The following aids are available 

1, Whether a heavy or light impression, The original forme of cliches was 
evidently not knocked flat before printing 9 leading to substantial differences of 
depth of impression which are charact-ristic of the cliches. 

2, Flaws in the casting of the c __ icher-;, giving bubble-holes or breaks, 

3, Mechanical damage to the cliches. 

4, The two dots on 1 kaf 1 of 1 kurush 1 give these possibilities : -

Bot h dots large ~ both .small; one or the other larger 1 or joined. 
The dots horizontal s or on the slant to left 9 or to right. 

State 1 Heav~ ImEressions Light Impressions 

First Row 59 69 7 9 ~ 10 3, 4 
2nd row 17~ 20 139 14~ 15. 169 18 
3rd row 21 9 30 
4th row 329 38, 40 

22. 249 25, 26, 27 
31. 35 

5th r ow 439 48. 49 41 ~ 44. 46 
6th row 5!' 53 559 59, 60 569 57 

Under-inking and over-inking are both obstacles to plating . The former is 
worse and produces artifi ial breaks in the script, although traces of albino 
impression should be sufficient to warn of under-inking, which is fairly common . 
Over-inking camouflages essential detail~ but it is usually still there. Breaks 
close up with over-inking, but there can be seen a meniscus around all the i mpressed 
marks , and this will cross through a gap in the metal caused by a break. 

Figure 7 shows a number of flaws useful in plating. 
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PLATING OF THE 1898 SURCHARGED POSTAGE DUE 

State 2 (Damage to 10th Column) 

Continued 244 

Every cliche in the 10th column ~1as suffered damage. All have had mos t of the 
Arabic figure 1 3 1 cut off, the residual part resembling closely a miniscule 
Arabic 1 2 1 • Additionally, cliches numbers 50 and 60 have suffered damage to letter 
's ' . It will be seen from Figure 8 that the damage follows a straight line across 
all six cliches, and the effect of turning '3 ' into '2' is shown in figure 9. 

One of the uses of plating now emerges: all six damaged cliches can be positively 
identified as the same as in State 1 . 'l'he bubble-hole in No. 20, and the pointed 
serif in No . 50 are particularly str ong identifying factors. (Figure 8) 

It will therefore be evident that State 2 is the result of mechanical damage to 
the original me t al which produced State 1: the cliches were damaged by a hard 
straight-edge, at a position where t hey were most vulnerable to damage - at the edge. 

I feel that I must digress here to criticise the wrong use of the word 'error' 
by our predecessors , inc luding the most illustrious . State 2 has been described 
as an error several times by distinguished Circle Members in their contributions to 
the Q.C. and this has resulted in the adoption of the word by, e.g. Stanley Gibbons 
who still use this wording in SG Overseas 2: "A variety exists in which an Arabic 
figure " (2)" has been inserted in the surcharge in error and a correct figure 
" (3)" pri nted i mmediately above it. We will deal with the insertion of the 
correct figure below 9 but it is quite obvious that the r idiculously tiny remnant 
of metal resembling 1 2° was not 'inserted in error', but was formed by damage. 

State 2A (Rectification of 10th column damage) 

I have not seen a State 2 damaged spec imen us .~ d. We have to presume that the 
postal authority would realise that a recipient of a non-prepaid lette::- bearing 
such a stamp would read the amount as 2 milliemes only and would therefore refuse 
to pay 3 mills. This had to be put right. 

Sta te 2A represents an attempt to rectify by applying another overprint, probably 
to an existing stock which was printed before the damage was noticed. An Arabic 
figure 0 3° has been printed close to the so-called '2 1 or on top of it. The ink 
used for this second overprint is medium grey, not black, and it looks 'wrong'. 
(Figure 10) . 

The correcting overprint shows some depth of impression in some cases , with a 
rounded cross - section. It was quite certainly applied by a printing preESand not 
by hand. It is likely t hat a single forme of 6 cliches was used, but this needs 
more material than I have to es t ablish whether the vertical spacing is constant on 
different blocks. I have one block of 4 which suggests that these overprints may 
have been applied individually. It contains Nos 50 and 60 and there are two 
strikes on the latter, at a slight angle (figure 11). ThiE> should have caused a 
second strike on No . 50 also, somewhere in the middle of the stamp, but there is 
no trace of such. 

The positioning, vertically, of the second over print is quite good, especially 
since the positioning of t he main surcharge can vary by a few millimetres, and 
several State 2 10th column surcharges are into the perforations, where the miniscule 
'2' can scarcely be made out. Wherever t he initial surcharge falls, the rectifying 
overprint has been positioned close by. Possibly this accuracy of positioning 
was deliberate, to avo:id any possible mistaking of the amount of the charge for, 
e.g. 32 milliemes . 

State 2A specimens appear fairly s ca rce ; in used form they are very scarce and 
one of my two used specimens was used (philatelically ?) in 1916. 

My largest block of State 2A is 5 rows by 4 columns , missing the top row. It 
has been cancelled GHOURIA I CAIRE I 26 IV 98, which is 11 days before the issue 
of the s t amp. 

State 3 (Replacement of 10th column cliches) 

It was evident that State 2A was not regarded as satisfactory, and the actual 
issue of panes c on ·~a:i.ning State 2A r:;ctification may have been small. A more 
permanent remedy was carried out by replacing every cliche in the 10th column with 
a new cliche. 

I Continued . . . 
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PLATING OF THE 1898 SURCHARGED POSTAGE DUE Continued 

State 3 ( cont inued) 

No o 10 
20 
30 
40 
50 
60 

The de t ails of the cliches affected a.r e : -

was Type c ~ new Type D 
c E 
A F 
A A (same Type, but new metal) . 
F A 
B c 

247 

The heaviness of impression f r om the new cliches is , of c ourse, different fr om 
that for Stat e 1 . Numbers 10 and 30 are about medium .impression, but all the 
others ar e light i mpressions , especial::)_y No, 20. 

Strangely , Noo 36 was not replaced at the same time, and continues t o show t he 
damaged Ar abic ' 3 ° as in State 1 . Because the size of the broken character is 
virt ually the same as the undamaged, it is much more likely to be misread as 1 2 1 • 

(Figure 12) o 

An interes t ing indicat or of progressive wear is found on this c liche. The left 
upper serif of smal l 9m0 has been weakened by a bubble- hole. On early print s t he 
residual metal has it normal shape, but this degenerates into a mere bump by t he 
time t hat St ate 3 is r eached (figur e 13). 

State 4 (R~lac ement of No o 36) 

The new number 36 is Type B, as against Type A for old 36. It is readily 
dis t inguishable fr om any other cliche by the a mount of damage: the first 'sheen ' 
has almos t vani shed, r a and 2nd sheen have several breaks each, and the accent on 
'e ' has lost 75% of i t s area to t he left, the r emnant looking like an acute accent ; 
(figur e 14) . I t would have been nice t o be able to show that new 36 was one of 
t he r epl a ced cli ches in col umn 10, wit h the Ar abic '3' changed; that this is not 
s o can be seen : t he 9kaf' of new 36 has mor e me t al t han either of the only poss i ble 
sources from 10th column (nos o 30 or 40). They evident ly had a s t ock of cliches . 

The ma jor event is St a t e 4 is not , however, the repl a cement of Noo 36, although 
t hat was i ts pur pose: i n ef fecting t his change consider able damage was done to 
ot her cliches . In t he t op row , every 1 s 1 has had i t s ' lid ' squashed inwar ds, 
(figure 15), or wors e , and No. 9 has been s o damaged as to be unrecognisable as an 
1s 9

• Further fuel as t o t he dama ge- v-error point made ear lier comes from the 
wr i te-up of St ate 4 number 9 i n t he collection, which I acqui r ed, from a late 
dist ingui s hed Circl e Member. I t said: "The 1 s 9 has been removed and replaced by 
a o 2 o " . 

Damag was caused a t t his t ime also in t he bottom row, where numbers 52 and 
56 t o 59 have ha d the 0hook 0 of ' sheen' cut f lat t o a gr eater or lesser extent 
( fi gure 16) . 

I t i s of i nteres t t hat t he damage caus ed when replacing Noo 36 a f f ects the 
protruding metal: l etter ' s' i .s t he hi ghes t point of t he overpr int, and the hook 
of 9sheen' is t he l owes t point . 

The pr int ing of St ate 4, and of the next, Stat e 4A, is in dull gr ey-black. Al l 
ear lier pr int ings ar e glossy black. 

Stat e 4A (the Final St a te) 

Thi s has mi nor damage t o a number of cliches , but t here is subs t ant ial damage 
to No . 60 which has l os t part of both l etters 01 1 of 0 Mi lliemf!B 1 • (Figure 17) . 

A curious eff ect is s een in cliche number 13 of t he St ate 4A pr inting . From 
State 1 onwar ds it shows t he fi r s t ' alef ' broken. By State 3 the gap in the metal 
has increas·ed t o about 25% of the total a rea . However , in State 4A, first 1alef' 
is t hicker and shows no br eak, but the cliche is identifiably the same as the 
original. The inf erence is that the printing surface, which contained the break, 
has worn down to t he 1 shou1der 0 by the time State 4A is reached , this being of 
solid metal giving t he t hicker, unbr oken impress ion . (Figure 18) 

Miscellaneous Varieties 

One pane~ a t l east,was doubly printed wit h the surchar ge, and is an early print . 
The two over pr ints a r e at differ ent angles a.nd can be platP.d. (Figure 19) . 

/ Continued • • . 
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~ p­

~-4--
~ ~I 

··~ )i! ,,_1-_ 
'·•I 

Plating of incomplete 
surcharges can be done 
if there are 
distinguishing features 
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PLATING OF THE 1898 SURCHARGED POSTAGE DUE 

Miscellaneous Varieties (continued) 

Continued 250 

Surcharges are found misplaced either vertically or horizontally, On loose 
singles one can find part only of t wo different cliches, and these can be pl a t ed if 
the portion of surcharge a ppearing contains identifying factors. (Figur es 20,21 ) . 

Inverted surcharges are not uncommon, a nd those containing flaw va r iet ies, etc . , 
are worth seeki ng . (Figure 22) 

Used on Cover 

This is one of Egypt's rarl~ les, but a l l t he early Dues on c over ar e rare. 
There are faked covers with, of course, genuine surcharged adhesives , (figure 29) . 

Used off Cover 

These are plentiful, similarly again to the case with all early Dues . Why 
they should be plentiful off cover, but a rarity on cover is , like t he Sphinx, one 
of Egypt 's mysteries. 

1898 Surchar_ge Plating Points 

1 
2 

31 
41 
5H 
6H 
7H 
8 
9H 

10H 
11 
12 
131 
141 

151 
161 
17H 
181 
19 
20H 
21H 
221 
23 

241 

251 
261 
271 
28 
29 
30H 

Tiny bubble hole in ~m' 

Small serif to 1 s 1 , flat hook 
to 2nd 'sheen' 

Small serif to 1 s 1 , no flat 
Tiny nic k ~ top of 1 m0 

Tiny hole , top r. serif 'M' 
V. small top serif to 's ' 
Blunt tip to -< 
Flat on top serif of ' 3' 
Tiny nicks, top s erif of 'm' 
Centre bar of 1 3 ° :3lopes down 
Tiny nirk 1st 'c' 
Bubble hole, 1st '1° 
Break in 1st 'alef' 
Bent top serif of '3', break in 

2nd 'e' 
Tiny serif to 'm', left bottom 
Flat to top of '3' 

Protruding bar. 2nd 'et 
Tiny nick bottom of 1st 1 e 1 

Tiny nicK, bottom r. of '3' 
Damaged top serif of '3' 
Tiny holes, 'm' 's' 
Single dot on ~ , breaks in 

'm', 'e' 
Vo light dots on 1 kaf 9 (may be 
missing), detached top 1 s 1

9 

blunt tip of "\' 
Small a ccent on 'e 9 

Break in 1st arch of 'm' 
2 breaks in hook if 
Bubble hole, bottom l, serif 'M' 
Rounded dot 1 2nd 1 i 0 

Notes to Plating. 

'H ' Heavy impression; 

311 
32H 
33 
34 
351 
36 
37 
38H 
39 
40H 

411 

42 
43H 

441 
45 
461 

47 
48H 
49H 
50 
51H 
52 
53H 
54 
55H 
561 
571 
58 
59H 
60H 

No serif at right, 2nd 1 i 1 

Break in bar, 2nd 'e' 
2 tiny nicks, 2nd 'e' at top right 
Break in '3', top tip 
Nick in '3 1 , centre right 
Damaged ~ see text a nd f igure 12 
Nick in 'M 1 , top serif, right 
Break in bar, 2nd 'e' 

Breaks and flat on hook of \.._tl 

Narrow break top limb of 1 s' , s mall 
flat, top of '3' 

Break, centre limb and arches , ' m' 
Wide break~ top limb of 's', no flat 

on '3' 
Bubble hole, left limb 'M' 
Vertical break, top serif of '3' 
2 breaks, top of 1st 'e 1 , t hick top 
limb, 's 1 

Break in top serif of '3' 
Bent top serif '3', break in bar 2nd 'e' 
Nick in '3' 1 bottom right 
Twisted serif 'm', bottom left 
Break in top of 2nd 'e' 
Break in bar of 2nd 1 e 1 

Bubble hole , top of 2nd '1 1 

Pointed top serif, ' m' 
Deformed centre 's' 1 thin top serif '3' 
No serif at bottom right 'i' 
Closed break, centre, 1 s 1 

Hollow top of serif, 2nd 1 1 1 

1st 1 1 1 broken through near foot 
Tiny nick, top of ~3' 

Light impression 

It is only necessary to plate as beb.1een the members of any one group . 

Beware of accepting breaks of under-inked surcharges. 

See 'l'ext and Illustrations as to later states affecting: States 2
1 

2A and 3 : 
Nos 10l 20; 30, 40, 50 1 60; State 4: Nos 36, 1 to 10, 52, 56, 57~ 58, 59; 
State 4A: No. 60 

'l'he Plating of the 1905 Surcharge will be the subject of a later article . 
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1898 Surcharged Postage 

The adhesive is genuine. 
Setting Type A, No. 23 

Fuad £E1 1st Portrait Issue (R.Harris) 

Printed in sheets of 100, in 4 pahes of 
25 separated by gutters. P.O. Counter 
Sheets of 25 were produced by 
guillotining through the gutters. 

-------- ----- ... ----~ --.­r--,--,--r--.--

Due 
251 

Faked Cover 

Mis-spelling of 
"Feild" 

A White Spot discovered 
in the top panel, right, 
has proved constant. The 
selvedge shows that t his 
is from the top row of a 
Counter Sheet, but from 
which pane is not yet 
known. 
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MILITARY 

Introduct ion. 

The Walshe Letters 
252 

J. A. Firebr ace (ESC 71) 

Frederick William Henry Walshe was born on 26 Jul y 1872 . He was gazetted Second 
Lieutenant, Royal Artillery on 22 July 1892 and promoted to Lieutenant on 22 July 
1895, to Captain on 6 April 1900 and to Major on 10 Oct. 1909. 

We have had the opportunity to study 92 covers which were written f r om the Middle 
East during World War I from Gallipoli and Egypt . He later served on the Western 
Fr ont. His wart ime appointments and the temporary rank which went with them are 
noted later when his letters are considered . He was promoted to Lieutenant- Colonel 
on 11 Sep. 1915 and Colonel on 31 Aug. 1920 . 

After his appointment with 42 Division came to an end in April 1919 he saw s ervice 
in both North and South Russia, as a Temporary Brigadier-General. He was in 
Constantinople in 1920-21 and then Mesopotamia and Iraq. He was a Colonel 
Commandant, Royal Artillery, in 1924. 

For his s~rvices during t he war, Brigadier-General Walshe was awarded t he 
Dis tinguished Service Order and the Legion of Honour. He was also Mentioned in 
Despatches and was wounded on 29 Sep. 1917 . A full-length photogr aph with other 
senior officers is contained in 42 Division 9 s History. 

The Middle East . 

Major F.W.H.Walshe was a ppointed G.S.O. 2 of 52 (Lowland) Division, a Territor i a l 
Force Formation, on 19 February 1914 and promoted t o Temporary Lieutenant - Colone l 
and appointed G.S.O . 1 on 5 August 9 the day after the order to mobilise was received . 
The Division's r ole was to be the coast defence of Scotland and it moved from the 
Glasgow area t o Bridge of Allan, Stirling, Dunfermline and Falkirk for training . 

On 5 April 1915, the Division received infor mation tha t it would shortly proceed 
overseas and on 7 May it was warne d that it would be employed in the Gallipoli 
peninsula. Embarkation was from Devonport and Liverpool between 18 May and 8 June . 
The Division went to Alexandria and Port Said, arriving between 4 and 23 June, 
except for mos t of 155 Brigade which went direct to Mudros. On 6 June the first 
units l anded at Cape Belles and t he rest of the Division was ashore by the end of 
the firs t week in July. 

Walshe's first two letters ~ 3 and 15 June (serials 0 and 1) were from t he Base 
Office in Alexandria and his third, on 20 June (2) from t he Base Office at Mudros. 
Between 2 August and 28 December he wrote 21 letters (3-23) from the peninsula , all 
from H.Q. 52 Division except three . On 19 August (7) he wrote from A.P.O. SZ 1 
at Cape Bell es ; on 4 September (10) and 28 December (23), his last letter, he 
wrote fro m 157 (Highland Light Infantry) Brigade, 52 Division, the last being date­
stamped 16 days after writing~ on 13 January 1916, having probably been carried t o 
Egypt before posting. 

52 Division evacuated Belles during the night of 7-8 Jan. 1915 . After t he 
evacuation, two letters (24, 25) from SZ 2 follow, almost certainly from Mudros. 
As ships beca me available, the troops returned to Egypt and t~letters through the 
Base Post Office in Alexandri~ follow. The earlier of t hese (26) bears the 
manuscript date 2 January when Walshe was still on the peninsula. It bears no 
censor mark and probably followed the same course as that dated 28 December (23). 

Next come five letters (28-32) through civil post offices in Cairo during which 
time, 31 January to 13 February , Walshe was at Shepheard's Hotel, probably on leave. 
His a ppoint ment in 52 Division continued and letters from 21 February to 6 April 
(33-42) bore the datestamp D 52. On 2 March, Divisional Headquarters was at 
Kantara and took over part of No. 3 Section of the Suez Canal defences under XV 
Corps, until 12 April 1916. All letters up t o 27 February had received cens or 
mar ks but t hese now gave way t o the triangul ar type which was used on subsequent 
letters from the middle east. 

XV Corps had been formed on 12 January to defend the northern end of the Canal. 
I t ceased to exist on 12 April when the Commander and Staff were transferred to 
France and command at No. 3 Section devolved upon the Commander of 52 Division in 
addition to his own divisional responsibilities until 27 June, when t he commands 
were separated . Walshe's letter dated 11 April (43) written fro m Port Said 
received the datestamp H 15 of XV Corps . 

/ Continued • • • 
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The WALSHE LETT~ Continued 253 

Walshe vaca ted his appointment with 52 Division on 21 April 1916, although he 
clearly visited his old headquarters from time to time as two of his letters written 
in May bea r t he D 52 datest.amp . His letter dated 26 April ( 45) bears the double- . 
ring dates t amp M.D. 1 and this datestampP· is used i ntermi t t ently until 29 Sep . (82). 

The Aus tra l ian and New Zealand ( "Anzac " ) Mounted Divis i on had been for med fr om 
existing mounte d brigades in Egypt i n March 1916 9 and being then the first mounted 
divis i on in t he mi ddle east was given datestamp M. D. 1 . Walshe ' s letters date ­
stamped 27 a nd 30 April (45, 46) show the earliest rec or ded str ikes, but the earlier 
date is not very c l ear. From this date until 21 August no t more than three 
consecutive letters bear the same da testamp ; M. D. 1 predomi nates with eleven letters 
and , later , from 26 Augus t to 29 September (82) there is a r un of seven letters with 
this dat estamp. 

Between 24 April and 11 Oc tober, Walshe was Colonel, Royal Ar tillery 9 with 
command of t he "Anzac " Mount d Division. Between 16 May and 18 July, ten letters 
are t'fatestampe·u S.Z. 9, t he Advance Base Army Post Office , Kantara . Three letters 
at the beginning of J uly a re of s pecial i nterest ; 1 July (65) wr itten from 5 
Mount ed Brigade, F.P. O. 5 Y, 5 July (67) from t he "Anzac " Mounted Division Train, 
F.P.O. M.D .T. 1 and 7 July (68) from F .P "O. C.D "3, a t hin d1sguise for Canal 
Defences No . 3 Section. OrJ. 31 July and 8 August (?2, 73) his letters were handled 
by the Aus tralians and bear the 1st AusL L,H .. Bde Field P . O. datestamp. 

On 12 October Wals he 9 now a Temporary Brigadier-Genera~ was appointed Commander, 
Royal Ar tiller y 42 Division. The first t wo l etters (83 9 84) after this appointment 
are written fr om the sta tionary A.P.O. S.Z. 22 at Port Said and then a further 
letter (85) wi t h the C.D.3 datestamp . Five letters between 6 December (86) and 
21 Febr uary 1917 (91) are written from Headquarters 42 Division, int erspersed with 
on 5 February (90) the R.A.K. T.P .O . datestamp used between Kantara and el Arish . 

Towards t he end of November, 42 Division occupied el Ma zar , only 25 miles fr om 
el Ar ish and t he railway had already reac hed el Maaden, ten miles f urther east, 
where a~ i mportant railhead was const~ucted, Here on 20 December, 30 , 000 men and 
18 9 000 camels concentrated for a surprise attack on el Arish. Walshe flew over 
the enemy 0 s positions on reconnaissance, only to find t hat t he Tur ks had fled . 
El Arish was occupied, but not by 42 Division who returne d to el Mazar. 42 
Divis i on did subsequently reach el Arish on 28 January, but was now due for the 
Wester n Front and retu~ned west of the Canal. Embarkation began on 22 February 
f r om Al exandria and the last transpo:ct left on 2 March. 

Check List . 

There :'ollows a listing of an incomplete run of 92 covers f rom the Middle East 
bet ween 3 June '! 915 and 20 Feb. ~ 9·17, mostly addressed to Mrs Walshe at Castle 
Camps , Cambridgeshire, from where many o the lettGrs were forwar ded. 

The listing is in chronological order of circular date s tamps. 

Key t o Headin~ 

Column I 

II 

III 

IV 

V 

VI 

Serial number of '~he collection 

Manuscript date on cover, probably Mrs Wal s he, s handwriting 

Writer's serial number, where shown 

c . d . s . date 

c.d.s., whether double or single circl e 

Ar my or Field c.d.s . 

VII c . d.s" numb r 

VIII Censor number 

I X Castle Camps forwarding date 

X Notes 

/ Continued • • • 
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I 

0 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

II 

3 June 

15 June 

20 June 

2 Aug 

9 Aug 

11 Au g 

19 Aug 

24 Aug 

31 Aug 

4 Sap 

20 Sap 

29 Sep 

13 5 Dc t 

14 8 Dct 

15 22 Dc t 

16 22 Oct 

17 

18 22 Nov 

19 23 Nov 

20 13 Dsc 

21 13 Dec 

22 19 Dac 

23 28 Dec 

24 11 Jan 

25 17 Jan 

26 2 Jan 

27 19 Jan 

28 31 Jan 

29 29 Jan 

30 6 Feb 

31 12 Feb 

32 13 Feb 

33 21 Feb 

34 26 Feb 

35 2 Mar 

36 8 Mar 

37 14 Ma r 

38 19 Mar 

39 25 Mar 

4D 

THE WA LSHE LETTERS - Check List 

III 

51 

52 

55 

57 

58 

IV 

4 JU 15 

17 JU 15 

20 JIJ 15 

3 AU ·15 

10 AU 15 

11 AU 15 

12 AU 15 

20 AU 15 

26 AU 15 

1 SP 15 

5 SP 15 

21 SP 15 

3D SP 15 

6 DC 15 

10 DC 15 

23 DC 15 

23 DC 15 

7 1\10 15 

22 NO 15 

25 NO 15 

12 DE 15 

14 DE 15 

'!9 DE 15 

13 J A 16 

13 JA 16 

18 JA 16 

21 JA 16 

21 JA 16 

31 I 16 

1 II 16 

9 II 16 

13 II 16 

16 II 16 

21 FE 16 

27 FE 16 

6 MR 16 

9 MR 16 

15 MR 16 

20 MR 16 

27 MR 16 

28 MR 16 

V 

0 

0 

D 

0 

0 

D 

D 

0 

D 

0 

0 

D 

0 

D 

0 

D 

D 

D 

D 

0 

D 

0 

D 

0 

D 

D 

0 

D 

VI 

F 

F 

F 

F 

A 

F 

F 

F 

F 

F 

F 

F 

F 

r 
[" . 
F 

f 

F 

F 

F 

F 

A 

A 

VII 

BAPD Z 

BAPD Z 

BAPD Y 

0 52 

D 52 

0 52 

D 52 

sz 1 

0 52 

0 52 

157 

0 52 

0 52 

0 52 

D 52 

0 52 

D 52 

0 52 

D 52 

D 52 

D 52 

D 52 

0 52 

157 

sz 2 

sz 2 

BA PO Z 

VIII 

2455 

2291 

2666 

2782 

2782? 

2782 

2782 

2782? 

2782 

2782 

2611 

2782 

2782 

2782 

2782 

27 82 

2782 

2782 

2782 

2782 

2782 

2782 

2782 

2611 

3D84 

3D84 

BAPO Z 3148 

Shepheard 1s Hotel~ Cairo 

0 

D 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

D 

F 

F 

F 

F 

F 

F 

F 

F 

- do ~ 2629 

- do - 2782 

Cairo B 2782 

Cairo F 2782 

D 52 

D 52 

D 52 

D 52 

0 52 

D 52 

D 52 

0 52 

2782 

2782 

3536 

3536 

3536 

3536 

3536 

3536 

IX 

3D JU 

2D AU 

23 A.U 

24 AU 

1 SE 

8 SE 

2 DC 

5 NO 

6 NO 

5 NO 

5 NO 

5 DE 

12 FE 

12 FE 

24 FE 

26 FE 

20 MR 

20 MR 

28 MR 

1 AP 

X 

A 

B 

c 

D 

E 

E 

E 

E 

A 

F 

254 

/continued ••• 
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I 

41 

42 

43 

44 

45 

II 

31 Mar 

6 Apr 

11 Apr 

20 Apr 

26 Apr 

46 30 Apr 

47 2 May 

48 8 May 

49 12 May 

50 16 Ma.y 

51 23 May 

52 20 May 

53 25 May 

54 27 May 

55 2 June 

56 5 June 

57 7 Juns 

58 11 June 

59 13 June 

60 17 June 

61 19 June 

62 23 June 

63 27 June 

64 28 June 

65 30 June 

66 1 July 

67 4 July 

68 7 July 

69 13 July 

70 15 July 

71 18 July 

72 30 July 

73 8 Aug 

74 11 Aug 

75 20 Aug 

76 18 Aug 

77 24 Aug 

78 28 Aug 

79 2 Sep 

BD 13 Sep 

81 25 Sep 

THE WA LSHE LE.rTERS - Ch eck List 

III 

60 

73 

74 

76 

75 

BD 

83 

84 

85 

86 

90 

91 

IV 

31 MR 16 

8 AP 16 

13 AP 16 

19 AP 16 

27 AP 16 

30 AP 16 

3 MY 16 

9 MY 16 

14 MY 16 

16 MY 16 

24 MY 16 

25 MY 16 

25 MY 16 

28 MY 16 

2 JU 16 

6 JU 16 

7 JU 16 

11 JU 16 

'I 3 JU 16 

18 JU 16 

22 JU 16 

25 JU 16 

27 JU 16 

1 JY 16 

1 JY 16 

5 JY 16 

7 JY 16 

13 JY 16 

15 JY 16 

V 

D 

D 

s 
D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

s 
s 
D 

D 

D 

D 

s 
s 
0 

D 

D 

s 
s 
s 

0 

s 
s 
s 
s 
s 

VI 

r 
F 

F 

F 

F 

F 

F 

A 

F 

A 

A 

F 

F 

F 

F 

A 

p., 

F 

F 

F 

A 

.LI. 

A 

F 

A 

F 

F 

A 

A 

VII 

D 52 

D 52 

H 15 

0 52 

MD 1? 

MD 1 

D 52 

sz 2 

MD 1 

sz 9 

sz 9 

MD ·1 

MD 1 

0 52 

MD 1 

sz 9 

sz 9 

MD 1 

163 

sz 9 

sz 9 

5 V 

sz 9 

MOT 1 

CD3 

sz 9 

sz 9 

VIII 

3536 

3536 

3452 

3536 

3812 

3812 

3552 

3812 

3812 

3297 

3297 

3812 

3297 

3297 

3297 

3297 

3297 

3297 

3297 

:3832 

3835 

3297 

3297 

3297 

3297 

3297 

3297 

3297 

3297 

3297 

19 JY 16 S A SZ 9 3297 

31 JY 16 1st AUST. L. H. BDE. F.P .D. 3624 

8 AU 16 1st AUST.L.H.BDE. F.P.D. 3624 

13 AU 16 D F 156 2746 

21 AU 16 D F 127 3297 

26 AU 16 

29 AU 16 

29 AU 16 

4 SE: 16 

14 SE 16 

26 SE 16 

D 

D 

0 

0 

0 

D 

F 

F 

F 

F 

F 

F 

MD 1 

MD 1 

MD 1 

MD 1 

MD 1 

MD 1 

3297 

3297 

3297 

3297 

3297 

3297 

IX 

27 AP 

28 AP 

2 MY 

20 JU 

20 JU 

20 JU 

26 .JU 

28 JU 

1 JY 

7 JY 

7 JY 

6 JY 

12 JY 

12 JY 

12 JY 

22 JY 

23 JY 

25 JY 

26 J Y 

4 AU 

5 SP ? 

13 SP 

13 SP 

13 SP 

15 SP 

28 SP 

11 DC 

255 

X 

G 

H 

H 

J 

K 

/continued 
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I II 

82 29 Sep 

83 

84 

85 

86 

87 

BB 

89 

90 4 Feb 

91 20 Feb 

NOTES: A 

B 

c 
D 

E 

F 

G 

H 

J 

K 

L 

THE Wi\LSHE LETTERS Check List 

III IV V VI VII VIII 

30 SE 16 D r MD 1 3297 

4 22 NO 16 s A sz 22 3018 

5 22 NO 16 s A sz 22 3018 

6 25 NO 16 s F CD 3 3366 

9 6 DE 16 0 F D 42 3366 

10 12 DE 16 D F D 42 3366 

11 17 DE 16 D F D 42 3366 

18 7 JA 17 D F D 42 3366 

5 FE 17 s RAK TPO 3366 

2 '1 FE 17 D F 0 42 3366 

4 June 1915 to 27 Feb 1916 - s quare censor mark 

Cercle Khedivlal envelope 

The Royal Mail St eam Packet Company envelope 

Via double circle B.A.P.O. Y. 6 SP 15 

Shepheard 1a Hotel, Cairo~ envelope 

2 March 191 6 to 21 Feb 1917 Triang ular Censor Mark 

Casino Palace Hotel, Port Said, envelope 

Canadian Pacific Railway Company enve l ops 

Via single circle B.A.P.O. T. 16 SE 16 

Ccx 1e Shipping Agency Ltd . , Port Said, e~uslope 

The circular date stam;es 

256 

IX X 

18 oc 
11 DE 

12 DE L 

11 DE 

? 1 MR 

7 MR 

This series of letters amplifies ox· adds to our knowledge of t he usage of some 
of the F,P oO. datestamp"'. In considering the following 1 noted in chronological 
order 9 reference is alEo made to the works of Michael M. Sacher(M.M.So) and 
Alistair K<"~nnedy and George Crabb (K" & C. ) whose type numbers are shown. 

F.P.O. P. 52 H.Q . 52 (Lowland) Division Typs D 2 
9 AU 15 to ·10 DE 15 from Gallipoli ; K & C JY 15 - DE 15 

F.~ 157 (H oL.I.) Brigade 1 52 (Lowland) Division TypeD 2 
5 SP 15 from Gallipol i and also 13 JA 16~ the latter probably t aken t o Egypt 

a fter having been written on 28 Dec. K & C Gallipoli SP 15 -NO 15" 
M. M.S. Egypt fro m JA 16; K & C Egypt from MR 16. 

A.P.O. SoZ , 2 13 and 18 JA ·1 6 from Gallipoli Campaign. K & C JU 15 - JA 16 . 
21 FE 16 - 28 f1:l 16 from Egypt. M.M.S. JA 16 ; K & C MY 16- FE '18 . 

F,P.O. H. 15 H.Q. XV Corps, Port Said. Type 6 P 2. 
Cor ps formed on 12 Jan and broken up on 12 Apr il 1916 . Known dat es of use 

during its lifetime are 5 AP by the Corps Commander 1 8 AP (MMS) and 11 AP (Walshe). 
K & C state known examples are posthumous. 

F.P.O. M.D. 1 Austr alian and NevJ ZGaland ("ANZAC" ) Mounted Division Type D 2. 
27 and 30 AP 16 to 30 SE 16 . K & C AU 16 ~ MR 17. 

F.PoOo M.D.T. 1 "Anzac " Mounted Division Train 'rype S B 2 
5 JY 16. K & C JU 16 - FE 17. A scarce datestamp. 

F.P. 0. C.D. 3 Number 3 Section, Canal Defences. Type 5 A 1. 
7 JY 16 and 25 NO 16. K & C JY 16 - SP 16; MMS to 27 JA 17. 

/ Continued • 
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THE WALSHE LETTERS Circular Date Stamps Continued 

H.Q . 42 (East Lancashire) Division 
6 DE 16 - 21 FE 17. K & C FE 16 -FE 17. 

F .P.O. D. 42 

R.A.K . 'r .P.O , El Ar ish - Kantara. Type S L 21 
5 FE 17. K & C JA 17 -MY 17. Another scarce datestamp. 

B.t·o-:..i.Jgraphy . 

~h~ 42nd (East Lancashire) Divisi on, 1914- 1918 
Frede:-icK P Gibbon, London, 1920 . 

The 52nd (Lowland) Division , 191 4-1918 
1~ -Col. R. R. Thompson, M.C . , Glasgow, 1923. 

Hi~~ory of ~he Great War and Order of Battle of Divisions. 
MaJor A.F . Becke , H.M .S .O. , 1935-1945. 

A my and FH:ld Pos'· Offices of Egypt and the E. E.F., 1914-1920 
MLhael M., Sacr1er, London 1970 . 

P·.)stal Hist-o::.y of ';h.~ British Army i n World War 1 
A-:..is~al~ K~nn-cy and George Crabb, Epsom , 1977 . 
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J. Fir ebr ac e (ESC 71) 

A POSTAL CURIOSITY J. Boulad d ' Humieres (ESC 16) 

1h~ envelope ilJustra+ed on pa ge 258seemed to me t o deserve stopping for a momen t 
ctnd examining ·lcsely . 

r~ ·omp~ises an orainary Registered Let ter sent f rom Suez on 27th Oc t ober 1893 
with the destination Roucn, France. 

However, on rhac nay, "he Suez date s tamp mus t have lost its f igures of t he 
day 01 month \2/cn) in ··he date- block . Further ~ a pos t c l erk wr ot e in black i nk 
OJ ha:d, rhe ±igurea of t he date (27) onto t he envelope itself~ in the emply 
pla ts ~er' in +he two strikes of t he dat e stamp. This produced the very cur i ous 

iect whi~h is clearly seen in the illus tra t ion . 

I11c ~<:Lt~.!· haa beerJ routed ~o Alexandria where it arrived t he f ollowing day 
'date ~ amp on .everse). 

Orr ~ne £'o_t lowlng day it was put on the French Packet of Messageries Mar i times ~ 
~n, N·...: ·~o k - Yot\.uhama ana Ma1seiL.es route , on No. 8 "The Melbour ne", which had 
Lt:l- l'u:n.ohama on 10rh Sep'-emb .... :r 1893, and t he postal a gent on boar d had s truck hls 
OWL pare~ ulaz date st amp on the reverse . 

At ~h.Lc pe.lod or t.Lme , ~h~ Paquebots fr om Far Eas t called at Alexandr ia after 
pao&ir ... g '·h· ctgh ~he Suez. Canal. 

Ihe lPtter arrived at Rout::n on 3r-d No"·ember 1893 ( date stamp on reverse). 

I, ~s t ~aln~y noc usual to ~ome across cases where there is a manuscript 
aaait .on as part of a date stamp. 

Jean Boulad d' Humieres, FRPS,L 
Me mbre Correspondant de l ' Academie de Phila tel ie 
Paris . 

'l'HE EXPRESS POSTAL SERVICE OF EGYPT APPEAL FOR ILLUSTRATIONS 

M~ DENNIS H, CLARKE (ESC 165) , Keeper of the Philatelic Record, appeals fo r 
Xe~ox ~oples of Me mbers' Express Covers . Mr Clar ke' s addr ess is on the Tit le Page. 

SIOU'TH NAPOLEONIC COVER 

M1· C .A .Parker (ESC 117) has kindly supplied a copy of an entire from S:iout h 
(Asyu-) ~ir:a 1800~ ~he front and part con t ent s being illustrated on page 222. 
The lbtter is a F~ench ~ranslation of t he original Arabic and an English version 
will appear in our next issuF . 
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MANUSCRI PT ADDITION TO 1893 SUEZ DATE- STAMP 

1923 Rejected Essay - I. K. Chaftar (p . 259 ) 

Fig. 1(top) - Essay pair + single a s issued 
(below) - similar, 15m (already known) , 

Fi g . 2 - amended essay, as accepted 

1 · No. 90 (Essai) 
.• 

-
..... ,.-~·-· --. ,'+ -

Normal 

T.P.O. - P.A .S.Smith (page 234 ) 

Left: the earligst mark 
Right: the latest yet seen 

2 
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EGYPT FIRST PORTRAIT I SSUE 1923/ 1926 

RETOUCHES & FLAWS 

A LOST REJECTED ESSAY be tween t he Coloure d Plate Pr oofs 

by I br ahi m CHAFTAR 

When I gave out for publication the a r tic le "Ret ouches and Flaws 1923/1926 
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First Portrait Fouad Issue" in 1973 (S ee L. 9 0 . P. No . 127 ~ October 1973)*, I retained 
t he f ollowing matter deliberat ely , lacking precise informat i on . 

Towards the end of 1940 I a cquired f r om my good f riend E.L.Angeloglou a left-hand 
bor der block of four 9 cut f r om a hal f sheet he had j us t put on sale, of an 
imperforate unwater mar ked 20-mills pr inted in gr ey-green on thick paper of this 
1923/26 issue. All serious col lector s added some specimens to their albums , but 
not one of us noticed or r epor ted the not able di f f erence i n t he design of the 
Ar abic "20" in the right-hand bot tom label of the stamp , compared with t he same on 
the i s sued stamp. 

Then, later, I sold all my Fouad material to t a ckle ot her aspec ts of Egyptian 
philately. In April 1950 my fr i end Dr Oscar Wi l kens tein of New Yor k wrote me, 
infor ming me that an auc tion held in New Yor k included s ever al singles , pairs, and 
blocks of four, of all values , imperf or a te, unwater mar ked , of the 1923/26 issue, 
including t he high values to the £1 . He r eques ted t hat t hese i t ems be included 
in t he Zeheri Catalogue and I took note f or futur e editions , as t he 1950 edition 
was alr eady on sale . ** 

In 1954, H.R.Har me r were t he auctioneers of t he Pal ace Collections of Egypt and 
part of Lot No , 350 r epr esented a s hee of 100 uni ts of 20 mi lls, deep green on 
t hick unwa termar ked paper . The "Byam 9 s Egypt " collec t ion sold by Robson Lowe in 
1961 i ncluded as part of Lot No. 783 : " 20-mills bl oc k of ten, imperfor a t e 
unwatermar ked in i s sued c olour ". 

Aga in , nobody not i ced or r eported t he difference in t he design ~ 

In 1972 , I f ound by chance, on t he Al exandr ia market , t wo horizontal pairs of 
t hat preci se re jec ted s tat e ~ 20 mills gr ey- gr een on unwat ermar ke d t hick paper ; 
I acqui r ed t he t wo pairs . Later on, t he Alexandr i a stamp dealer Mi chel 
Ni c ola i zos s howed me a l e f t -hand bor der single of t his s ame essay found during his 
tour i n Greece . 

St udying my t wo pairs 9 I noticed , to my s ur pr i s e and conf us ion , t hat the Arabic 
va l ue a t t he bot tom r ight l abe l of t he s t amps a ppears i n a s hape which is not the 
standar d accept ed s hape . The des ign mus t have been r e j ected by t he Egyptian 
pos tal author i t ies and t he print er s mus t have been r equested to correc t and 
prepare a new pla t e, and t his, when submi tted later , was appr oved and put into 
pr oduct ion. 

This is proved by t he ser i es of miniature colour ed sheets (12 i t ems: 
£1) which are in the Cair o Pos t a l Museum. I show here a phot ogr aph of 
miniat ur e sheet of t he 20 mills (exact size), phot ograph No . 2. 

1 mill to 
the 

In phot ogr aph No. 1, I illust rate t he r ej ec t ed i mperfor a t e pair and , to the 
right of i t, a nor mal used s pecimen . Under t hese repr oduc tions I show t he design 
from the Zeheri ca t alogue, page 20 of t he 1972 edi t ion , of Es s ay No. 90 by Harrison 
& Sons, showing t he re j ec ted essay of t he 15 ' mi lls at l eft , and at r ight the 
a ccept ed and issued 15 mills. This Essay No . 90 was r ejected because the Arabic 
"5" of "15" was bigger than would have been nor mal. 

Very pr obably the 20 mills was s ubmitted at t he s ame date, and re jected for a 
similar r eason , as fo r the 15 mills ~ the s ha pe of t he "2" of "20" differed from 
t he nor mal s t andard. 

Edit or' s Not es * 
I brahim CHAFTAR , 19 Febr uary 1980. 

This art i c l e was a l s o published in t he Q.C. fr om Dec. 1973 
to Sept . 1974, Nos 88 t o 91 . 

** Mr Ibr ahim Chaft a r was t he Editor of the 1950 and 1960 edi t ions 
of fhe Zeheri ca t alogue . 



A LITTLE "POSTAL HISTORY" ABOUT THE SUEZ CANAL 260 

AN ESSAY FOR A COMMEMORATIVE STAMP PREVIOUSLY UNKNOWN 

by Jean Boulad d 9Humieres (ESC 16) 

After t he last War, shipping in t he Suez Canal becoming denser in both dir ections, 
merchant ships passing each other posed a problem which was daily getting mor e 
difficult t o r esolve. 

A project for dividing part of the length of the Canal into two streams , by a 
diversion appr oximately 10 Km long and perfectly straight, was studied in 1947 and 
executed very rapidly~ t o facilitate t he s hips passing each other and t o speed up 
t he transit time. 

It was sit uated between Kant ar a and Ismailia 1 ioe. between Kilometres 51 and 60. 
One artificial island was thereby created between t he two branches of the old and 
the new waterway (figure 1). 

It was put into service on 23 July 1951 . 

It was t o have been opened officially by 
it carried his name as the "Farouk Canal" . 
board his pr ivate yacht, would have cut the 
entrance. 

King Farouk on 1st November 1951, and 
The King~ coming from the north on 
symbolic ribbon t hen barring the 

A commemorative pos tage stamp of 10 mills gre en was to be issued on this 
occasion. Wi t h this in view9 the Postal Administration asked the Suez Canal 
Company to submit an essay for the vignett . . 

I t was the author of his art i c l e , t hen attached t o the Canal Company 
admi nis tration 9 who was given responsibility for t he furtherance of this pr oject 9 
because of his knowledge of philately and postal matters . 

The following steps were taken 9 rem the 1st to 15th September 1951. 

With t he as s istance of Mr R. Bauchet, chief of t he Architect 9 s Department of t he 
Comp:any 9 a sketch was prepared hastily (figure 2)o It featured t he r oyal yacht 
approaching the north entrance of the new canal (the lighthouse of which can be 
seen at the north end) and, inset 9 a po:.~ ·c !'ait of the king. The s ize was 82 x 
52 mm; the colour pale t o watery green . 

On signals r am the maritime navigation control, the ships steered to port (left) 
and crossed to s t arboard (right)l like r ailway trains . 

To comply wit h t he necessary postal c onditions 9 the essay had to be submit ted 
wit h t he following modifica tion and addition 9 as were indica ted in a note which 
accompanied it :-

1o The king should be shown in t he unliorm of an Egyptian Admiral , although 
on the sketch he was shown as a Field-Marshal. 

2o An Arabic translation of "Faro k Canal - 1 Nov 1951 " should be inscribed 
above the French text. 

After several technica l retouches 9 which were to be carried out by t he Survey 
Depart ment9 printers of Egyptian stamp 9 the future stamp needed to be submitted 
t o t he king for appr ovalo 

Following t he political complications between the Palace and t he Government, 
t he pr ojected ceremony was cancelled, t he stamp issue was abandoned, and t he sketch 
returned t o its authors on 16 October 1951o 

After the Revolution of 23 July 1952 and the abdication of King Far ouk 9 t he 
canal was pr osaically named "Canal Derive" (i.eo the "By- Pass"). 

After more t han 20 yea r s* the de,sign sketch is presented here to philatelists , 
with t he story of its creation, for t he irst time . 

By a curious coinc idence while I was preparing this article, t here arrived the 
H.R.Harmer, New York , auction catalogue of the specialised collection of the late 
Mr George L. Lee, o New Jersey~ U.S.A., who had died t wo or t hr ee year s earlier. 

/ Continued • . . 
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P H I 1 A T E 1 Y 0 F F A R 0 U K 

DEFORMED "E" Variety on Farouk 1939/45 £E 1 

A constant variety can be seen 
on the accompanying illustration 
of the A/45 Control Block of 4, of 
the £E 1 value, Farouk 1939/45 
issue. 

The variety a ffects No . 5, 
Row 4. The centre bar of the 
first "E" of "d' EGYPTE" is 
deformed, as shown in the 
sketches below. 

Normal Variety 

P E R I 0 D 261 

by Gino Piperno 

1951 Essay for the Farouk Canal, eventually named 'Ballah By-Pass' (J . Boulad) 

2 
p 
0 
5 ' 
T 
E 
J 

.. 

~Rough Sketch submitted by the Suez 
Canal Company 

Finished Essay produced by 
Survey Dept ~ 

3 
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"POSTAL HISTORY" FAROUK CANAL PROPOSED ISSUE Continued 

Imagine my surpr ise , on skimming t hrough t he catalogue 1 to s ee Lot No. 248E 
des cribed t hus : "1951, Proposed Farouk Canal Issue , 10m in 5 different bi-colours 
on watermar ked paper 9 fine ." 

Thanks t o t he kindn ss o my fri end, Pr ofess or Peter A. S. Smith, of Ann Arbor, 
Michigan ~ I was able t o have a photogr aph o t hes essays (figure 3). 

Inspired largely by the sketch described above 1 the Survey Dept had executed a 
new design for t he 10-mi l ls va lue , in l ine with the s t andar ds t hen applying, pr inted 
on the watermar ked paper of t hat time - Royal Cr own and Ar abic letter ' F 1 

- in 
fi ve examples only, each in t wo colours , presented i mperforate and stuck on card -
as were all t he essays of t hat time - f or submission to King Farouk . 

The colours a re ~ -

Background - br own, Portrait - viole t 
Bac kgr ound - br own 1 Portrait - green 
Background - gr een , Portrait - blue 
Background - green , Portr ait - mar oon 
Backgr ound - blue~ Portrait - mar oon 

The essay invit es a ttention to t he following comments as to the design i tself ~ -

1. Seeing tha t t he sub ject was maritime 1 t he king needed t o be depicted in the 
uni f or m of an admiral i ns tead of t hat of a Fie ld-Marshall as normally seen, 
as was rec ommended in the note att ached t o t he sketc h from the Canal Company. 

2. The s hi p depi cted is an ordinary ca rgo vess el 1 at a time when the king 1 s 
personal yacht (on board which he was t o inaugurat e t he canal given his 
name) would have been mor e suitable in t he cir umst ances. 

3 . The car go ship leaving t he Farouk Canal is travelling in the wr ong 
direct i on : in actual f act, as pointed out above, t he shipping passes each 
other sta rboar d- t o-st ar board . On t he sketch submitted by t he Canal 
Company t his "r ule of t he r oad" had been observed . 

I t was pr obably at t he t ime of t he seizure of t he collections of King Farouk 
t hat t his Lot had been dis covered and neatly pinched. 

Cut from t he pres entation card , the ive essays - no longer needed - passed t hen 
into t he collection of Mr George 1. Lee and it was his death which led to t hem 
being put up for auctio!l. They are now in o her collect ions . 

This is par t o the "Little Pos t al His or y of t he Suez Canal" which had certainly 
be en completely ignored by philatelis ts not knowing of the fortunate connection of 
the t wo essays for a commemora ' ive stamp which never saw t he light of day. 

* Editor 1 s Not e : 

Jean Boulad d 1 Humieres, FRPS 1 L (ESC 16) 
Membre Correspondant de l 1Academie 
de Philatelie 9 Paris. 

M. Boul ad 's article was first published in Journal de Philatelie 
Suisse in October 1973 . 

Stanley Gibbons Ltd maintain a lis t of collectors of Egypt material in their Rare 
Stamp Depart ment. Fr om time t o time these collectors are circulat ed with details 
of Egypt material, every item being illustr a ted by Xer ox copying. In recent 
lists circulated t here have been a number of ite ms illustrated by Colour Xerox. 

Circle Member s who would like to r eceive copies of future circulations should 
notify the Edi t or (address on Ti tle Page ) who will pass on t hese requests to 
Mr Stanley Jackson, of Stanley Gibbons' Rare Stamps Department. 

Mr Gino Piperno has drawn attention to a cons t ant flaw in the 1939 Far ouk £E 1 
value, Row 41 Number 5. The first "E" of " d'EGYPTE" has deformity in its centr e 
bar. This is illustrated on t he pr eceding page . 
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(All stamps are printe d Rotogravure by Postal Printing House , A.R .Egypt, and 
with watermar k Multiple Eagle unless noted otherwise) 

Commemor ative Stamps . SG 1384* SG 1387 

Occasion Signing of Egyptian-Israeli Food Secur ity 
Peace Treaty 

Date of Issue 26th May 1979 15th May 1979 

Designer Lotfy el Sawaf N. el Hendawi 

Design Signature of President Honeyc omb of Food Projec ts 
Sadat on Peace Treaty 
surrounded by doves 

Denomi nation 20 mills 20 mills 

Sheet 

Stamp dimensions 

Perforation 

Quantity printed 

Supplementary 

35 ( 5 X ? 

40 x -40 mm 

11 ~ 

? 

35 ( 5 X 7 ) 

40 x 40 mm 

11j_ . 2 

? 

*NOTE: The two ' Peace Treaty ' issues of 
March 1979 are re- numbered SG 1385/6 

Occasion 

Date of Issue 

Designer 

Design 

Denomination 

Sheet 

Stamp dimensions 

Perforation 

Quant ity printed 

Supplement a ry 

Occasion 

SG 1388 

25th Anni v~;rsary 
Egyptian Mint 

1s t June 197'9 

H. A. el Dahetb 

Coins of 1954 

20 mills 

50 ( 5 X 10 ) 

43 x 26 mm 

11 

19 0009000 

and 

of 

1979 

The Mint also s upplies coins 
t o several other c ountries . 

50th Anniversary of Philatelic 
Society of Egypt 

1st June 1979 (? 25th June) 

I . A. el Tahtawi . 

Emblem of the Socie ty and t he 
'Peace Treaty' s tamp being 
exami ned by magnifying glass 

20 mills 

50 ( 5 X 10 ) 

50 x 30 mm 

11 

1~0009000 

NO WATERMARK 

The Society was founded in 1929 
by a number of Egyptian and 
foreign philat elists to 
public ise and encourage the 
hobby. 

SG 139Q SG MS 1391 SG 1392 

27th Anniversary of t he Revolution Festivals 1979 (Folklore 
o • • • , July 1979 • . . • • 22nd August 1979 
M.N . el Hendawi Lydia Farid Wahib Far ag 

Date of Issue 
Designer 
Design Sun of Freedom, motto of Decorative inscr' n Musicians playing on 

Revolu"::ion & open boorl: ij23rd July 1952 ' the Rebab & an Argul 
Denomina t ion 
Sheet 
Stamp di mens ions 
Perfor ation 
Quantity printed 
Supplementar y 

20 mills 140 mi lls 1 0 mills 
50 (10 X 5) Min. Sheet 100 (10 x 10) 
30 x 50 mm 50 x 62 mm 25 x 30 mm 
'i 1 imperf. 11 
1 9000 ~ 000 75,000 5,0009000 
No watermark No watermark 
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N E W I S S U E S 

SAME 
DESIGN 

AS 
SG 1385/6 

SG 1384 

and t heir 

SG 1388 

SG 1389 (50th Anniversary, P.S.E.) 
The date of issue is in query. 
June 1, per Egypt Phil Bureau, 
Gibbons Monthly etc. but J une 25 
is the date on the First Day Cover 

F I R S T D A Y 

. SG 1387 

SG MS 1391 

.• 

EliYPT 
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C A N C E 1 S 

SG 1390 

fiRST DAY COVER (!.J,L_:.,~ 
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P 0 S T - M 0 N A R C H Y P H I 1 A T E 1 Y by Two Contributors 
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VARIETIES by C. E . H. Defriez ___ ( ESC ·172) 

I give details and illustrat ions of s ome unca talogu.ed varieties in my possession. 
I have not heard of the existence of other example& of t hese, nor do I know whether 
or not they are constant. If any other Me mber ha.s t hese varieties would they 
please advise me , GIVING THE POSITION ON 'I'HE SHEET IF KNOWN . 

1965 - Re-establishment of Egyptian Civil Airlines , "Misrair" (SG 846) 

Design in deep blue on yellow background . Mint block of 4 with "extra 
Arabic char ac t er" on right of inscription at foot, affecting one stamp. 

1968 - Seventh Fine Arts Biennale (SG 946) 
Colours blue and black on white ground, i.e. blue background to head , 
horizontal strip at foot and feint border near perfs. Remainder black. 
Used example with half of blue printing omitted (the extraneous smudge -marks 
are part of the postmark). 

1968 - 50th Annivers ary of Egypt ian Scouts (SG 962) 

Colours ultramarine and yellow-::Jrange and white. Short "T" in Egypt and year 
1968 incomplete. This variety may be constant as 2 identical examples are 
shown, one in an unused block of four, and one single used . 

1972 - Olympic Games 9 Munich (SG 1179), 55 mills value 

Cc-'-:: t_:rs r ed, gr een and bl ue on whit e gr ound, i.e . blue for Olympic circles 
anct flow er symbol ; red f or gymnas t 9 values and English and Arabic script; 
green for background t o gymnast . Used example with hal f of red print ing 
omitted, bear ing indis tinct postmar k. 

AND NOW FOR A BI T OF THE OTHER by Kenneth D. Knight(ESC 150) 

The "Ot her" I re fe r t o in t he title i s t he Phi lately of moder n Egypt. I 
apologise i f t he subject does not live up to the title ' s salacious promis~ , however 
s o few pr of ess an int eres t in t he s t amps and postal history of modern Egypt that 
I had to use· under hand methods in order to gain attention . 

Most E.S,C. Members 9 mysel f inc lude d , concentrate their studies and t heir 
collections on t he pre-s t amp and classic per iods 9 indeed many close t heir 
collect ions with t he 1953 Bar overpr ints and show no interest whatsoever i n the 
philat ely o_ t he r epublic . I t is in an effor t to stimulate interest in modern 
Egypt t hat I r aise t he f ol l owi ng point s and queri es. 

a) Waterma:ck Varieti es . I n re cent i s sues of t he Q.C., Mr C.E.H .Defriez has 
brought up t o dat e t he l i sti ng of New Issues s ince t he last Zeheri catalogue was 
published in 1972. I t wa::; with much i nterest I not ed the following stamps : SG 
1245 t o 1252 inclusive and SG 1257 1 which were described as having the muitiple 
eagle watermar k. 

The examples of t hese s tamps in my possession are unwatermarked . Were these 
stamps issued both wit h and without water mark ? Am I in possession of some 
unique adhesives ? Or is the New Issue list incor rec t ? 

b) Printing Var i eties . Pr inting faults appar ently abound on modern Egyptian 
stamps. The two described below leap at the eye. 

i) SG 1225 : 'L'he vert i cal line of the "T" in POSTAGE is mis sing . 
II) 1264: The second "T" of TOURISTIC is smudged, or rather t he ink is 

spread as i f a~plied to blotting paper . 
I 

'rhe stamps above show impressive var ieties but I doubt if either are constant. 
(N.B. All s t amp reference number s mentioned in a) and b) are as in Mr Defriez ' s 
New Issue list). 

c) A Mysterious Postmar k. I should imagine all students of Egypt are familiar 
with the "Motor Cyclist" express post stamps issued during the reigns of Fuad and 
Farouk 1 but can any member of the Circle throw light on the use of the ''Le Caire 
Expres" c . d . s . illustr ated ? (Page 268) . 

/ Continued , . • 
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U . A . R . V A R I E T I E S by C. E. H. Defriez 

1968 Scouts 

Year incomple te on used 
example 

Same variety in mint 
block 

1968 Fine Arts 

Half of blue printing 
Normal 

t 

1965 Misra ir 

"E'xtra Arabic character" variety in mint block 

..... 

1) 

41} 

• 
•;:·. 
"' ... 
:~~;,, 
·:!}~. 

• ,r 

~· •J 

:; .. ~:,~;: ·.~;.~;· ; :\ . 
. AUtJ1AJt.. 
. :·· .. ~:·}\: ·.~~~::~-f;·· ·~<~ ·. -. 

., 

1972 Olympics 

Half of red printing missing 
(including value in Arabic) 

i 

Normal 

:,:"·. 

··~ 



POST- MONARCHY PHILATEL~ Continued 267 

Some time ago I corresponded with Prof o P.A .S.Smith regarding this cancellation. 
He was of the opinion that i t denotes an express delivery service operating in 
Cairo. However the history of the c over l eads me to suspect that it could be a 
T.P.O. cancella tion . 

The cover was addressed to me fro m a non-philatelic a cquaintance resident in 
Cair o " The le t ter was headed with the cryptic "Usual Address, Abbassia", but at 
the time he wr ot e the le t ter my f r iend was commuting daily between Cairo and 
Alexandr ia. He is c ertain he wrote the letter whils t entrained for Alexandria, 
and f urther states t here is a better-than-even-money chance he mailed the letter in 
Alexandria a 

The 110 mi llieme f r anking was t he nor mal air mail rate and no excess was paid 
for either expr ess sort ing or deliver y. A letter mailed in Alex would normally 
be s ent to Cairo for onwar d forwarding to the U.K. 

Was the cancellation applied en-r oute to Cairo ? In which cas e it is a T. P . O. 
Or if applied in Cairo 1 why ? I t is only a nor mal airmail letter~ aft er all. 

d) Civil Censo~shi£· Censorship of civi lian mail existed in Egypt until 1974. 
A study of the censorship marks used dur ing this period by Mr Po Andrews has been 
published in the Q.C. , and some time lat er I was able to add f urther information. 
Even so, I am sure there is much still to be discovered . A serious in-depth study 
of these handstamps would prove r ewar ding, and it is worth bearing in mind that 
covers from this period ar e r elatively unsought-after and cheap . 

e) Military Handstamps/Censorshi£ . Are there any examples of mi li tary postal 
markings used dur ing recent year s ? I have none in my coll ection yet surely some 
must exist, Ther e have 9 aft er all 9 been the 1967 and 1973 war s wi t h .Isr ael. 
Egyptian troops were also involved in t he Yemen . 

In issue number 125 of Luorient Philatelique t here was an article which 
a pparently relates t o censorship of mail from the Egyptian army. However~ it was 
writ ten in Ar abic and t herefore unintelligible to me . Perhaps it does not deal 
with the subjec t I imagi ne . Nevertheless 9 I for one would love to read a 
translation of t his ar ticl e " Any of f ers ? 

f) Inves t ment Pot en tial. 
of moder n Egypt " " 

Fina l l y in one last effort to popularise t he collecting 

St amp c ol l ectors t he worl d over have a t endency to specialis e in t he issues of 
their own country. Imagine t hen an Egypt where education and affluence reaches 
levels s i mil ar , o t hos e of pr esent-day Gr ea t Br itain. If the same proportion of 
Egyptians turned t o c ol l ect ing t he s t amps of Egypt as Britons now collect G.B . 
issues, many moder n Egypt ian s t amps would bec ome minor rarities. I f you doubt my 
words 9 run a check on t he quant i t i es print ed and the size of Egypt' s population, 
then make a compar ison of similar f igur es fo r the Unit ed Kingdom " 

..;)<Q_U.:.......;:E;;._,;;S_T~I;;.,.....;O___;;_N __ ...:;T_I: M E New Questions 

Qo Time 19 An Essay fr om the Republic per iod 
Ques t ion put by Pr of o PaA.S.Smith (ESC 74) 

Lot No . 305 of the St anley Gibbons Auctions Ltd sale of 31 May 1979 c onsisted of 
a somewhat enigmatically described item that is one of the few essays yet known 
from t he post-r evolut ionar y period. The item consists of a lar ge piece of gummed, 
unwatermarked paper of stamp quality, bear ing a single impression of a working 
surface . The impression shows a number of guide lines and many s cr atches r esembling 
those made when an art ist cleans his pen, in addition to t hree carefully finished 
s t amp designs. All pr inting is in blue, with a background of light turquoise on 
parts of the designs . These were evidently pr epared for t he 1957-58 issue

1 
but the 

inscriptions are in Fr ench ( "POSTE 1 EGYPTE" ) ins t ead of English. All designs are 
denominated 10 mill s. One c losely r esembles the issued 1 mill, another the issued 
10 mill , but the t hir d which s hows a s treet lamp against a backdrop of minarets has 
never appear ed on an issued s t amp . 

Can any Member shed ligh t on the s ource of this composite essay
9 

which seems to 
have been prepared in t he Postal Or gani zation pr intery ? Are there other examples ? 
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QUE S 'l'ION 

Q. Time 20 

T I M E Continued 

A Royal Free Frank ? 
Question put by Mr C.E .H .Defriez (ESC 172) 

The Abdi n Palace cover illustrated is postmarked 25 J~ne 1952 and has no 
adhesive stamp. Ther is however what appears to be a Free Frank, a crown wit h 
Arabic inscript ion within a c ircle, str uck i n violet . The postmar k is less t han 
one month before the r evolution , and t he abdication of King Farouk. Does any 
Circle Member have any information on this Free Frank ? 

Q. Time 21 Returned Letter Service : A New Egyptian Postal Label ? 
Question put by Prof. P . A.S. Smith (ESC 74) 

The pair o_ post ~ards shown in the a ccompanying i l lustra tion was r ecently 
offered to me . The cards announce a death, and were s ent t o intercept a t r aveler. 
They are interes ting enough for the "BUREAU DES REBUTS" and "INTROUVABLE" markings, 
but the feature that i ns pires this note is the adhesive l abel cover ing the address 
on one of them. It may be seen on the lower card , a nd i s i ns cribed in Italian 
and French . It is pr inted on a poor quality of yellow paper . Note that it 
has a hands tamped "NON RECLAME" ~ and t hat both "I smail i a" and "Caire" are written 
in manuscript across it . 

Because of the languages us ed (or not used) , one might reasonably conc lude that 
i t is an Italian label 9 but the card was not addressed t o I t aly, and the name of 
an Egyptian town on it seems c onclusive. The absence of Ar abic suggests that it 
i s not a label of the Egyptian Postal Service, but does not pr ove it. The only 
other explanation I can t hink of is that it ,.,as used by a s teams hip or t ourist 
agency, such as P & 0 or Cook's 1 accustomed to dealing wit h a large number of 
undeliverable itemc of mail. 

Can anyone shed light on t he matter 9 or report another example ? 

MEMBERS u 

Q. Time 14 

R E P L I E S T 0 

Overland Postage Due mar k . 

Q U E S T I 0 N T I M E 

December 1979 Q.C. pages 218-9 

Mr Denis Vandervelde states that this is an I ndian mark , i ndica t ing that postage 
was due for the overland (Suez, France) r oute . The figure s mean 1 anna , 6 pies. 

Maj. E.L.G.MacArthur believes t hat the mark was a pplied a t Aden by a depar t ment 
of the Indian Post Off~ce who had a station there. 

"2 in circ lett mark on car d, Port Said to Belgium 
December 1979 Q,C. pages 219-220 

Mr Denis Vanderve1cie states t ha t t his mark is a llFacteur ll number , ident ifying 
the postman res pons ible for de livery, and us ually applied where he had pr oblems, 
e.g. e mpty house~ no such person ~ etc . This mark is common i n Belgium ~ also 
i n Holland and t he maj or cities of I t aly and Germany ; commonest of all in Malta. 
Here the mar k was applied in Ostend 9 Belgium. 

Q. Time ·17 "APRES DEPART" mar k on postcard ~ Alexandria to France~ 1900 
December 19'79 Q.C. pages 2!9-220 

Mr Denis Vandervelde writes: "Your Q. Time 17 is new to me, but is pr obably 
Egyptian 1 I think, and a real find . I fancy I have a fragment on a s t amp somewhere 
This would logically have been used when jus t too l a te f or a s teamer depar ting from 
Alexandria . 

Q. Time 18 "Qas r el Dubara" 
December 1979 Q.C. pages 219- 220 

Ma j o E.L,G.MacArthur (ESC 125) believes t hat Qasr el Dubar a is t he name for the 
Gar den City of Cairo . 

Mo Jean Boul ad (ESC 16) refers readers to his artic le i n L'O .P. No. 114, Oct. 
1964 ~ page 381 9 also t o Mr F.W.Beniansv artic le in t he Q. C. Nos 103/104 (Vol. IX, 
Nos 6-7) 1978, page 67. 

The nearest public Post Office ca lled "Qasr el Dubara" was in the hotel building 
in a street between t he Semiramis and t he new Shepheard ' s Hotel. The c olour ~ 
purple, of the cancellation was perhaps used at the reques t of t he s ender who may 
have asked for a c lear strike for his collector friend; i t i s not normally used 
on ordinary mail . / Cont inued " o • 
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Q. Time 18 (c ontinued) 

M. Boulad further s t ates t ha t all t he stationery of the Semiramis Hotel was 
printed wit h the head of Queen Semiramis. The postal franking machine used later 
by this Hotel also has a repr oduction of the head of t he queen, t o the left-hand 
side of the datestamp . 

Mr J.F.Cousins (ESC 202) kindly supplied a ma p of Cairo showing the location of 
Qasr el Dubara south of Sh . Ismai.l Pasha on t he east bank of the Nile. It included , 
among other places, t he Semiramis Hotel and t he British Embassy . 

Mr F.A.Ford (ESC 157) quotes f r om t he 1928 Baedeker, des cribing Qasr-ed-Dubara 
as a fashionable quarter erect ed on the site of the Palace of Qasr- ed-Dubara and 
including the r esidency of t he Br itish High Commissioner . 

New Member Mr J.M .Murphy (ESC ) wr ites that, whilst admitting to no specialised 
knowledge of t he cancellation as such , he does know that Qasr el-Dubara is t he area 
of Cairo in which the Semiramis Hotel stood until its demise in 1976. In 1929 t he 
area also c ontained t he for mer Qasr el-Nil Palace-cum-English barracks, now the 
Nile Hilton Hotel , and a large part of Tahrir (Victor y) Square, and was bounded to 
the nor th by the Egyptian Mus eum to the west by the Nile, to the south by what is 
now Garden City embassy suburb . • . To his knowledge there is today a branch Post 
Office i n t he western end of t he Mugammah (local government offices) just acr oss 
the r oad f r om where the Semiramis used t o stand: perhaps this is today the Qasr 
el-Dubarah P.O., although sinc e the Mugammah was built only in the early 1950's 
it s eems likely that t he P.O. in question was probably housed within the large 
triangular Semiramis block on the Nile bank, all of which has been cleared for the 
building of t he t wo new hotels . The name itself defies translation : Qasr is 
Palac e , and el -Dubara may mean cor d or gir dle l and in any event the name Qasr el­
Dubar a s eems t o be l os ing currency: i t is not widely known among even Mr Murphy 0 s 
Cairene fr i ends. 

Mr Edmund Hall (ESC ), having c onsulted his Ar abic Di c tionary , reports that 
6 .'}(j~'.l( dubara) means string 9 cor d 9 r ope , e tc . and s o 'o..J U J>...)] j__,..o .Jitr ans lat es 

as "The Pal ace of t he Cord" - but i t may means "waistband" (a nickname) as it is 
located approximatel y in t he centr e of Cairo . 

FURTHER Q U E S T I 0 N S 

Q. Time 22 G.W.Wheat l ey Pos t Car d (Colour Fr ont ispiece) 

I t is surprising t o see from Mr M.R.Hewlett' s postcar d t hat t he business set up 
by G.W . Wheatley (Waghorn 1 s former Agent ) was con t inuing in operation as G.W,\o/heatley 
& Co . Ltd as long a fter t he Waghor n era as 1916 (see reverse of card i llustrated in 
t his i ssue). Does a ny Circle Member know of t he subsequent his tory of t his 
~ ompany ? Is i t possibly s t i ll in existence ? 

Q. Ti me 23 Enl a r ged repl i cas of De La Rue 1888 i ssue (Colour Frontispiece) 

These are pr i nted by typogr aphy, t he pr i nt ing metal being very good , but not up 
to D. L.R. standards. 'rh . pr int ed a r ea is 40 x 33 mm~ paper appar;ently chalk­
sur faced exactly as t he l a ter D.L.R. prin t ings " Perforation is 11.5~ line. 

The r everse is pr i nted as a postcard wit h pr ovision f or addr essing only . I t is 
headed "Postkart e - Carte Postale" and t he same printed smaller in about 12 ot her 
languages . Across t he shor t side , in small print, is a club-shaped outline 
cont aining the letters 0 P F, "Ges. ges ch - Depose" and "Imported by Kosmos Art 
Co. 9 Boston" 

Has any Circ l e Member s e·en similar cards 9 or t he enlarged D .1. R , 'stamps' used 
elsewhere ? Assuming not , what can be t he explanation of the amount of trouble 
taken by the origina tor t o produce thes e attractive items 1 and then not exploit 
them commer cially ? 

WAN'rED F 0 R S T U D Y P U R P 0 S E S 

To buy (or borrow) - Contr ol Blocks of t he 1933 Airmail Issue 
P. E.Whetter , Flat 1 9 Burrells , 25 Court Downs Road, Beckenham, Kent BR3 2TQ 
Telephone 01o658 3494 
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Offered by Mr P.E.Whetter (ESC 133) Flat 1 9 Burrels 9 25 Court Downs Roadl 
Beckenham, Kent BR3 2TQ (Phone 01-658 3494) 

MEMBERS WISHING TO BUY Please deal direct with Mr Whetter. Postage (and 
regist r ation if requi red) •should be added. Wants Lists invit ed. 

ESSAYS 1922 

PROOFS 1914 

1923 

DEFINITIVES 1867 

1874 
1879 

1922 
1923 
1957 
1958 

BOOKLETS 1937 

CONTROL 1936 
BLOCKS 

of 4 
1937 

1927 

Harrison 5m (Z 85): Pair£ 17, Block of 4 £ 36.00 
70.00 11 15m ( Z 90) : Single £ 20 11 11 11 

5m Pane of 100 from Plate 1, watermarked, some faults 
(Lot 324 in SG sale 4 Oct 79 -unsold) 

5m Block of 4 Wmk X 
10 . 00 
20.00 

200 m imperf pr oof (tiny thin) 8.oo 
15.00 
25.00 
10.00 

20 para yellow-green mint strip of 5 (reinforced) I,II 
5 para unused CHAIN VARI ETY Z 8a 
5 para mint tete-beche pair 9 P 13~ x 12~ Z 14ii 
5 para on 2~ pi mint P 12~ INVERTED SURCHARGE Z 21c 
10 para on 2~ pi used CLEFT PYRAMID Z 22a 

7,00 
40.00 
3.00 2m green Block of 28 (7 x 4) marginal 

100m c orner block of 4 CONTROL NUMBER MISSING 
Shawky-Hafez I MPERF . PAI R 

20.00 
1 . 00 
1 . 00 
1 . 00 

4m Block of 4 IMPERF 
5m 11 

" 
11 IMPERF 

120m (exploded) L-H stitching 9 plain interleaving 9 

Control A 40 on ea ch pane 10.00 
210m (exploded) L-H stitching , printed interleaving 10 . 00 
POSTES 2m A 36 0 .30 

15m A 36 4 .00 
20m A 35 3 . 00 

FAROUK 1m B41 A42 Per f across margin 0 . 04 
2m A 37 Plain margin 0.06 
3m A41 A42 Plain margin; ditto Perf margin: Ea ch . 10 
3m A41 A42 A43 Plain margi n (block of 6 ) 0 . 10 
6m A40 Perf a cross margin 0.16 

30m A38; A38 A44; A45 ; all Perf thro' marg. Each £1. 
40m B44 Perf . acr oss margin 0.75 

100m B44 A44 Perf. acr oss margin (scarce) 2 . 00 
1m rrype I A26 1st Pane 1.00 

2m 
4m 

10m 

13m 
15m 

20m 

4om 

50 m 

100m 

A28 11 11 0 . 50 
A30 11 11 0 . 45 
A29 1 . 50 
A30 2nd Pane 0.60 
A34 A35 1st Pane; ditto 2nd Pane Each 1.50 
A27 1st Pane 0.70 
A32 2nd Pane 1.00 
A27 1st Pane 6~oo 
A31 A32 A33 2nd Pane (Block of 6) 5 .00 
A33 1st Pane; A34 1st Pane Each 7.00 
A26 1st Pane (One stamp thinned) 5.00 
A28 2nd Pane 3.50 
A30 1s t Pane 3.00 
A37 1st Pane; A32 1st Pane Each 2.50 
A33 A36 1st Pane 4.00 
A27 1st Pane 6.50 
A26 2nd Pane 7 . 50 
A29 11 11 5.00 
A32 1s t Pane 3.50 
A37 11 11 4 .50 
A27 11 11 12.00 
A30 11 11 10.00 

Mr Whetter also offers min t Commemor a tives between SG 493 and SG 1096, inc. sets. 


