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NEW ISSUES and their FIRST DAY CANCELS
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SG 1389 (50th Anniversary, P.S.E.)

The date of issue is in query.

June 1, per Egypt Phil Bureau,
Gibbons Monthly etc. but June 25
is the date on the First Day Cover
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POST-MONARCHY PHILATELY by Two Contributors

VARIETIES - by C.E.H.Defriez (ESC 172)

I give details and illustratioms of some uncatalogued varieties in my possession.
I have not heard of the existence of other examples of these, nor do I know whether

or not they are constant. If any other Member has these varieties would they
please advise me, GIVING THE POSITION ON THE SHEET TIF KNOWN.

1965 - Re-establishment of Egyptian Civil Airlines, '"Misrair" (SG 846)

Design in deep blue on yellow background. Mint block of 4 with "extra
Arabic character'" on right of inscription at foot, affecting one stamp.

1968 - Seventh Fine Arts Biennale (SG 946)
Colours blue and black on white ground, i.e. blue background to head,
horizontal strip at foot and feint border near perfs. Remainder black.
Used example with half of blue printing omitted (the extraneous smudge-marks
are part of the postmark).

1968 - 50th Anniversary of Egyptian Scouts (SG 962)

Colours ultramarine and yellow-orange and white. Short "T" in Egypt and year

1968 incomplete. This variety may be constant as 2 identical examples are
shown, one in an unused block of four, and one single used.

1972 - Olympic Games, Munich (SG 1179), 55 mills value
Cciours red, green and blue on white ground, i.e. blue for Olympic circles
and Ilower symool; red for gymnast, values and English and Arabic script;
green for background to gymnast. Used example with half of red printing
omitted, bearing indistinct postmark.

AND NOW FOR A BIT OF THE OTHER . . . by Kenneth D, Knight(ESC 150)

The "Other" I refer to in the title is the Philately of modern Egypt. I

apologise if the subject does not live up to the title's salacious promise, however

so few profess an interest in the stamps and postal history of modern Egypt that
I had to use underhand methods in order to gain attention.

Most E.S.C., Members, myself included, concentrate their studies and their
collections on the pre-stamp and classic periods, indeed many close their
collections with the 1953 Bar overprints and show no interest whatsoever in the
philately of the republic. Tt is in an effort to stimulate interest in modern
Egypt that I raise the following points and queries.

a) Watermack Varieties. In recent issues of the Q.C., Mr C.E.H.Defriez has
brought up to date the listing of New Issues since the last Zeheri catalogue was
published in 1972. It was with much interest I noted the following stamps: SG
1245 to 1252 inclusive and SG 1257, which were described as having the multiple
eagle watermark.

The examples of these stamps in my possession are unwatermarked. Were these
stamps issued both with and without watermark ? Am T in possession of some
unique adhesives ? Or is the New Issue list incorrect ?

b) Printing Varieties. Printing faults apparently abound on modern Egyptian
stamps. The two described below leap at the eye. ’

i) SG 1225: The vertical line of the "T'" in POSTAGE is missing. -
1) 1264: The second "T" of TOURISTIC is smudged, or rather the ink is
spread as if applied to blotting paper.

The stamps above show impressive varieties but I doubt if either are constant.
(N.B. All stamp reference numbers mentioned in z) and b) are as in Mr Defriez's
New Issue list).

¢) A Mysterious Postmark. I should imagine all students of Egypt are familiar
with the "Motor Cyclist'' express post stamps issued during the reigns of Fuad and
Farouk, but can any member of the Circle throw light on the use of the '"Le Caire
Expres" c.d.s. illustrated ?

P S (Page 268). / Continued . . .
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U.A.R. VARIETTIES by C. E. H. Defriez

1968 Scouts 1965 Misrair

Year incomplete on used "Extra Arabic character'" variety in mint block
example
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POST-MONARCHY PHILATELY - Continued 267

Some time ago I corresponded with Prof. P.A.S.Smith regarding this cancellation.
He was of the opinion that it denotes an express delivery service operating in
Cairo. However the history of the cover leads me to suspect that it could be a
T.P.0. cancellation.

The cover was addressed to me from a non-philatelic acquaintance resident in
Cairo. The letter was headed with the cryptic "Usual Address, Abbassia', but at
the time he wrote the letter my friend was commuting daily between Cairo and
Alexandria. He is certain he wrote the letter whilst entrained for Alexandria,
and further states there is a better-than-even-money chance he mailed the letter in
Alexandria.

The 110 millieme franking was the normal airmail rate and no excess was paid
for either express sorting or delivery. A letter mailed in Alex would normally
be sent to Cairo for onward forwarding to the U.K.

Was the cancellation applied en-route to Cairo ? In which case it is a T.P.O.
Or if applied in Cairo, why ? It is only a normal airmail letter, after all,

d) Civil Censorship. Censorship of civilian mail existed in Egypt until 197k4.

A study of the censorship marks used during this period by Mr P. Andrews has been
published in the Q.C., and some time later I was able to add further information.
Even so, I am sure there is much still to be discovered. A serious in-depth study
of these handstamps would prove rewarding, and it is worth bearing in mind that
covers from this period are relatively unsought-after and cheap.

e) Military Handstamps/Censorship. Are there any examples of military postal
markings used during recent years ? I have none in my collection yet surely some
must exist. There have, after all, been the 1967 and 1973 wars withxisrael.

Egyptian troops were also involved in the Yemen.

In issue number 125 of L'Orient Philatelique there was an article which

apparently relates to censorship of mail from the Egyptian army. However, it was
written in Arabic and therefore unintelligible to me. Perhaps it does not deal
with the subject I imagine. Nevertheless, I for one would love to read a

translation of this article. Any offers ?

f) Investment Potential. Finally in one last effort to popularise the collecting
of modern Egypt . -

Stamp collectors the world over have a tendency to specialise in the issues of
their own country. Imagine then an Egypt where education and affluence reaches
levels similar to those of present-day Great Britain. If the same proportion of
Egyptians turned to collecting the stamps of Egypt as Britons now collect G.B.
issues, many modern Egyptian stamps would become minor rarities. If you doubt my
words, run a check on the quantities printed and the size of Egypt's population,
then make a comparison of similar figures for the United Kingdom.,

= e owm owm om e oww e

QUESTTION TIME - New Questions

Q. Time 19 - An Essay from the Republic period
Question put by Prof. P.A.S.Smith (ESC 74)

Lot No. 305 of the Stanley Gibbons Auctions Ltd sale of 31 May 1979 consisted of
a somewhat enigmatically described item that is one of the few essays yet known
from the post-revolutionary period. The item consists of a large piece of gummed,
unwatermarked paper of stamp quality, bearing a single impression of a working
surface. The impression shows a number of guide lines and many scratches resembling
those made when an artist cleans his pen, in addition to three carefully finished
stamp designs. All printing is in blue, with a background of light turquoise on
parts ot the designs. These were evidently prepared for the 1957-58 issue, but the
inscriptions are in French ('"POSTE, EGYPTE") instead of English. All designs are
denominated 10 mills. One closely resembles the issued 1 mill, another the issued
10 mill, but the third which shows a street lamp against a backdrop of minarets has
never appeared on an issued stamp.

Can any Member shed light on the source of this composite essay, which seems to
have been prepared in the Postal Organization printery ? Are there other examples ?
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QUESTTION TIME - Continued 269

Q. Time 20 - A Royal Free Frank ?
Question put by Mr C.E.H.Defriez (ESC 172)

The Abdin Palace cover illustrated is postmarked 25 June 1952 and has no
adhesive stamp. There is however what appears to be a Free Frank, a crown with
Arabic inscription within a circle, struck in violet. The postmark is less than
one month before the revolution, and the abdication of King Farouk. Does any
Circle Member have any information on this Free Frank ?

Q. Time 27 ~  Returned Letter Service: A New Egyptian Postal Label ?
Question put by Prof. P.A.S.Smith (ESC 74)

The pair of post cards shown in the accompanying illustration was recently
offered to me. The cards anncunce a death, and were sent to intercept a traveler.
They are interesting enough for the "BUREAU DES REBUTS" and "INTROUVABLE" markings,
but the feature that inspires this note is the adhesive label covering the address
on one of them. It may be szen cn the lower card, and is inscribed in Italian
and French, It is printed on a poor quality of yellow paper. Note that it
has a handstamped "NON RECLAME", and that both "Ismailia" and '"Caire'" are written
in manuscript across it.

Because of the languages used (or not used), one might reasonably conclude that
it is an Ttalian label, but the card was not addressed to Italy, and the name of
an Egyptian town on it seems conclusive. The absence of Arabic suggests that it
is not a label of the Egyptian Postal Service, but does not prove it. The only
other explanation I can think of is that it was used by a steamship or tourist
agency, such as P & O or Cook's, accustomed to dealing with a large number of
undeliverable items of mail.

Can anyone shed light on the matter, or report another example ?

MEMBERS ' REPLIES T O QUESTION TIME

Q. Time 14 - Overland Postage Due mark. December 1979 Q.C. pages 218-9

Mr Denis Vandervelde states that this is an Indian mark, indicating that postage
was due for the overland (Suez, France) route. The figures mean 1 anna, 6 pies.

Maj. E.L.G.MacArthur believes that the mark was applied at Aden by a department
of the Indian Post Office who had a station there,

Q. Time 16 = "2 in circle" mark on card, Port Said to Belgium
December 1979 Q.C. pages 219-220

Mr Denis Vandervelde states that this mark is a "Facteur" number, identifying
the postman responsible for delivery, and usually applied where he had problems,
e.g. empty house, no such person, etc. This mark is common in Belgium, also
in Holland and the major cities of Italy and Germany; commonest of all in Malta.
Here the mark was applied in Ostend, Belgium.

Q. Time 17 - "APRES DEPART" mark on postcard, Alexandria to France, 1900
December 1979 Q.C. pages 219-220

Mr Denis Vandervelde writes: '"Your Q. Time 17 is new to me, but is probably
Egyptian, I think, and a real find. I fancy I have a fragment on a stamp somewhere
This would logically have been used when just too late for a steamer departing from
Alexandria.

Q. Time 18 - "Qasr el Dubara"
December 1979 Q.C. pages 219-220

Maj. E.L.G.MacArthur (ESC 125) believes that Qasr el Dubara is the name for the
Garden City of Cairo.

M. Jean Boulad (ESC 16) refers readers to his article in L'0.P. No. 114, Oct.
1964, page 381, also to Mr F.W.Benians' article in the Q.C. Nos 103/104 (Vol. 1%,
Nos 6-7) 1978, page 67.

The nearest public Post Office called "Qasr el Dubara" was in the hotel building
in a street between the Semiramis and the new Shepheard's Hotel. The colour,
purple, of the cancellation was perhaps used at the request of the sender who may
have asked for a clear strike for his collector friend; it is not normally used
on ordinary mail, / Continued . .
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FURTHER REPLIES T O QUESTTION TIME

Q. Time 18 (continued)

M. Boulad further states that all the stationery of the Semiramis Hotel was
printed with the head of Queen Semiramis. The postal franking machine used later
by this Hotel also has a reproduction of the head of the queen, to the left-hand
side of the datestamp.

Mr J.F.Cousins (ESC 202) kindly supplied a map of Cairo showing the location of
Qasr el Dubara south of Sh., Ismail Pasha on the east bank of the Nile., It included,
among other places, the Semiramis Hotel and the British Embassy.

Mr F.A.Ford (ESC 157) quotes from the 1928 Baedeker, describing Qasr-ed-Dubara
as a fashionable quarter erected on the site of the Palace of Qasr-ed-Dubara and
including the residency of the British High Commissioner.

New Member Mr J.M.Murphy (ESC ) writes that, whilst admitting to no specialised
knowledge of the cancellation as such, he does know that Qasr el-Dubara is the area
of Cairo in which the Semiramis Hotel stood until its demise in 1976. In 1929 the
area also contained the former Qasr el-Nil Palace-cum-English barracks, now the
Nile Hilton Hotel, and a large part of Tahrir (Victory) Square, and was bounded to
the north by the Egyptian Museum, to the west by the Nile, to the south by what is
now Garden City embassy suburb . . . To his knowledge there is today a branch Post
Office in the western end of the Mugammah (local government offices) just across
the road from where the Semiramis used to stand: perhaps this is today the Qasr
el-Dubarah P.O., although since the Mugammah was built only in the early 1950°'s
it seems likely that the P.O. in question was probably housed within the large
triangular Semiramis block on the Nile bank, all of which has been cleared for the
building of the two new hotels. The name itself defies translation: Qasr is
Palace, and el-Dubara may mean cord or girdle, and in any event the name Qasr el-
Dubara seems to be losing currency: it is not widely known among even Mr Murphy's
Cairene friends.

N

Mr Edmund Hall (ESC ), having consulted his Arabic D1c110nary, reports that
¢ {5 ?3(dubara) means string, cord, rope, etc. and so & L;»;Q,QJAa(ejftranslates
as "The Palace of the Cord" - but it may means "waistband" (a nickname) as it is
located approximately in the centre of Cairo.

FURTHER QUESTTIONS
Q. Time 22 G.W.Wheatley Post Card (Colour Frontispiece)

It is surprising to see from Mr M.R.Hewlett's postcard that the business set up
by G.W.Wheatley (Waghorn's former Agent) was continuing in operation as G.W.Wheatley
& Co. Ltd as long after the Waghorn era as 1916 (see reverse of card illustrated in
this issue). Does any Circle Member know of the subsequent history of this
company 7 Is it possibly still in existence ?

. Time 23 EBnlarged replicas of De La Rue 1888 issue (Colour Frontispiece)

These are printed by typography, the printing metal being very good, but not up
to D.L.R. standards. The printed area is 40 x 33 mm, paper apparently chalk-
surfaced exactly as the later D.L.R. printings. Perforation is 11.5, line.

The reverse is printed as a postcard with provision for addressing only. It is
headed "Postkarte - Carte Postals" and the same printed smaller in about 12 other
languages. Across the short side, in small print, is a club-shaped outline
containing the letters O P F, '"Ges. gesch - Depose' and "Imported by Kosmos Art
Co., Boston"

Has any Circle Member seen similar cards, or the enlarged D.L.R. 'stamps' used
elsewhere ? Assuming not, what can be the explanation of the amount of trouble
taken by the originator to produce these attractive items, and then not exploit
them commercially ?

WANTED F O R STUDY PURPOSES

To buy (or borrow) - Control Blocks of the 1933 Airmail Issue
- P.E.Whetter, Flat 1, Burrells, 25 Court Downs Road, Beckenham, Kent BR3 2TQ
Telephone 01.658 3494
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Offered by Mr P.E.Whetter (ESC 133) Flat 1, Burrels, 25 Court Downs Road,
Beckenham, Kent BR3 2TQ (Phone 01-658 349kL)

MEMBERS WISHING TO BUY - Please deal direct with Mr Whetter. Postage (and
registration if required) ‘should be added. Wants Lists invited.
ESSAYS 1922 Harrison 5m (Z 85): Pair £ 17, Block of 4 £ 36,00
" 15m (Z 90): Single £ 20 " L 70,00
PROOFS 1914  5m Pane of 100 from Plate 1, watermarked, some faults
(Lot 324 in SG sale 4 Oct 79 -unsold) 10.00
192% 5m Block of 4  Wmk X 20,00
200 m imperf proof (tiny thin) 8.00
DEFINITIVES 1867 20 para yellow-green mint strip of 5 (reinforced) I,IT 15.00
5 para unused CHAIN VARIETY 7 8a 25.006
1874 5 para mint tete-beche pair, P 134 x 124 2 1h4ii 10.00
1879 5 para on 2% pi mint P 124 INVERTED SURCHARGE 7 21c 7,00
10 para on 2% pi used CLEFT PYRAMID Z 22a ko .00
1922 2m green Block of 28 (7 x 4) marginal 3,00
1923 100m corner block of 4 CONTROL NUMBER MISSING 20,00
1957 Shawky-Hafez IMPERF. PAIR 1,00
1958 L4m Block of 4 IMPERF 1.00
S5m " "1 TMPERF 1,00
BOOKLETS 1937 120m (exploded) L-H stitching, plain interleaving,
Control A 40 on each pane 10.00
210m (exploded) L-H stitching, printed interleaving 10.00
CONTROL 1936 POSTES 2m A 36 0.30
BLOCKS 15m A 36 4,00
of 4 20m A 35 3,00
19%7 TFAROUK 1m BA41 AL2 Perf across margin 0,04
2m A 37 Plain margin 0,06
2m  A41 AL2 Plain margin; ditto Perf margin:Bach .10
3m  A41  ALk2  ALZ Plain margin (block of 6) 0,10
6m ALO  Perf across margin 0.16
30m A3%8; A38 Abk; ALS5; all Perf thro' marg. Each £1.
LOom B4L  Perf. across margin 0,75
100m B4k ALL Perf. across margin  (scarce) 2,00
1927 1m Type I  A26  1st Pane 1.00
A28 " " 0.50
2m ABO n 1" OoL('B
Lm A29 , 1.50
A30  2nd Pane 0.60
10m A3L A35 st Pane; ditto 2nd Pane Each 1.50
A27 1st Pane 0,70
132m A%2 2nd Pane 1,00
15m A27  1st Pane 6.00
A31 A%2 A33 2nd Pane (Block of 6) 5,00
20m A%3% st Pane; A34 st Pane Each 7,00
A26  1st Pane (One stamp thinned) 5.00
A28  2nd Pane 3,50
A30 1st Pane 3,00
Lom A%7  1st Pane; A32  1st Pane Bach 2,50
A33 A36 st Pane 4,00
50m A27  1st Pane 6.50
A26  2nd Pane 7,50
A29 " " 5,00
A32  1st Pane 3,50
A3’7 " 1 4050
100m A27 won 12,00
A30 e 10,00

Mr Whetter also offers mint Commemoratives between SG 493 and SG 1096, inc. sets.



