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_S_Uc.__E_S _ _ 1979 by C. E. H. Defriez 
263 

(All stamps are printe d Rotogravure by Postal Printing House , A.R .Egypt, and 
with watermar k Multiple Eagle unless noted otherwise) 

Commemor ative Stamps . SG 1384* SG 1387 

Occasion Signing of Egyptian-Israeli Food Secur ity 
Peace Treaty 

Date of Issue 26th May 1979 15th May 1979 

Designer Lotfy el Sawaf N. el Hendawi 

Design Signature of President Honeyc omb of Food Projec ts 
Sadat on Peace Treaty 
surrounded by doves 

Denomi nation 20 mills 20 mills 

Sheet 

Stamp dimensions 

Perforation 

Quantity printed 

Supplementary 

35 ( 5 X ? 

40 x -40 mm 

? 

35 ( 5 X 7 ) 

40 x 40 mm 

11j_ . 2 

? 

*NOTE: The two ' Peace Treaty ' issues of 
March 1979 are re- numbered SG 1385/6 

Occasion 

Date of Issue 

Designer 

Design 

Denomination 

Sheet 

Stamp dimensions 

Perforation 

Quant ity printed 

Supplement a ry 

Occasion 

SG 1388 

25th Anni 
Egyptian Mint 

1s t June 197'9 

H. A. el Dahetb 

Coins of 1954 

20 mills 

50 ( 5 X 10 ) 

43 x 26 mm 

11 

19 0009000 

and 

of 

1979 

The Mint also s upplies coins 
t o several other c ountries . 

50th Anniversary of Philatelic 
Society of Egypt 

1st June 1979 (? 25th June) 

I . A. el Tahtawi . 

Emblem of the Socie ty and t he 
'Peace Treaty' s tamp being 
exami ned by magnifying glass 

20 mills 

50 ( 5 X 10 ) 

50 x 30 mm 

11 

NO WATERMARK 

The Society was founded in 1929 
by a number of Egyptian and 
foreign philat elists to 
public ise and encourage the 
hobby. 

SG 139Q SG MS 1391 SG 1392 

27th Anniversary of t he Revolution Festivals 1979 (Folklore 
o • • • , July 1979 • . . • • 22nd August 1979 
M.N . el Hendawi Lydia Farid Wahib Far ag 

Date of Issue 
Designer 
Design Sun of Freedom, motto of Decorative inscr' n Musicians playing on 

Revolu"::ion & open boorl: ij23rd July 1952 ' the Rebab & an Argul 
Denomina t ion 
Sheet 
Stamp di mens ions 
Perfor ation 
Quantity printed 
Supplementar y 

20 mills 140 mi lls 1 0 mills 
50 (10 X 5) Min. Sheet 100 (10 x 10) 
30 x 50 mm 50 x 62 mm 25 x 30 mm 
'i 1 imperf. 11 

75,000 5,0009000 
No watermark No watermark 



• 

N E W I S S U E S 

SAME 
DESIGN 

AS 
SG 1385/6 

SG 1384 

and t heir 

SG 1388 

SG 1389 (50th Anniversary, P.S.E.) 
The date of issue is in query. 
June 1, per Egypt Phil Bureau, 
Gibbons Monthly etc. but J une 25 
is the date on the First Day Cover 

F I R S T D A Y 

. SG 1387 

SG MS 1391 

.• 

EliYPT 

264 
C A N C E 1 S 

SG 1390 

fiRST DAY COVER (!.J,L_:.,~ 
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P 0 S T - M 0 N A R C H Y P H I 1 A T E 1 Y by Two Contributors 
265 

VARIETIES by C. E . H. Defriez ___ ( ESC ·172) 

I give details and illustrat ions of s ome unca talogu.ed varieties in my possession. 
I have not heard of the existence of other example& of t hese, nor do I know whether 
or not they are constant. If any other Me mber ha.s t hese varieties would they 
please advise me , GIVING THE POSITION ON 'I'HE SHEET IF KNOWN . 

1965 - Re-establishment of Egyptian Civil Airlines , "Misrair" (SG 846) 

Design in deep blue on yellow background . Mint block of 4 with "extra 
Arabic char ac t er" on right of inscription at foot, affecting one stamp. 

1968 - Seventh Fine Arts Biennale (SG 946) 
Colours blue and black on white ground, i.e. blue background to head , 
horizontal strip at foot and feint border near perfs. Remainder black. 
Used example with half of blue printing omitted (the extraneous smudge -marks 
are part of the postmark). 

1968 - 50th Annivers ary of Egypt ian Scouts (SG 962) 

Colours ultramarine and yellow-::Jrange and white. Short "T" in Egypt and year 
1968 incomplete. This variety may be constant as 2 identical examples are 
shown, one in an unused block of four, and one single used . 

1972 - Olympic Games 9 Munich (SG 1179), 55 mills value 

Cc-'-:: t_:rs r ed, gr een and bl ue on whit e gr ound, i.e . blue for Olympic circles 
anct flow er symbol ; red f or gymnas t 9 values and English and Arabic script; 
green for background t o gymnast . Used example with hal f of red print ing 
omitted, bear ing indis tinct postmar k. 

AND NOW FOR A BI T OF THE OTHER by Kenneth D. Knight(ESC 150) 

The "Ot her" I re fe r t o in t he title i s t he Phi lately of moder n Egypt. I 
apologise i f t he subject does not live up to the title ' s salacious promis~ , however 
s o few pr of ess an int eres t in t he s t amps and postal history of modern Egypt that 
I had to use· under hand methods in order to gain attention . 

Most E.S,C. Members 9 mysel f inc lude d , concentrate their studies and t heir 
collections on t he pre-s t amp and classic per iods 9 indeed many close t heir 
collect ions with t he 1953 Bar overpr ints and show no interest whatsoever i n the 
philat ely o_ t he r epublic . I t is in an effor t to stimulate interest in modern 
Egypt t hat I r aise t he f ol l owi ng point s and queri es. 

a) Waterma:ck Varieti es . I n re cent i s sues of t he Q.C., Mr C.E.H .Defriez has 
brought up t o dat e t he l i sti ng of New Issues s ince t he last Zeheri catalogue was 
published in 1972. I t wa::; with much i nterest I not ed the following stamps : SG 
1245 t o 1252 inclusive and SG 1257 1 which were described as having the muitiple 
eagle watermar k. 

The examples of t hese s tamps in my possession are unwatermarked . Were these 
stamps issued both wit h and without water mark ? Am I in possession of some 
unique adhesives ? Or is the New Issue list incor rec t ? 

b) Printing Var i eties . Pr inting faults appar ently abound on modern Egyptian 
stamps. The two described below leap at the eye. 

i) SG 1225 : 'L'he vert i cal line of the "T" in POSTAGE is mis sing . 
II) 1264: The second "T" of TOURISTIC is smudged, or rather t he ink is 

spread as i f a~plied to blotting paper . 
I 

'rhe stamps above show impressive var ieties but I doubt if either are constant. 
(N.B. All s t amp reference number s mentioned in a) and b) are as in Mr Defriez ' s 
New Issue list). 

c) A Mysterious Postmar k. I should imagine all students of Egypt are familiar 
with the "Motor Cyclist" express post stamps issued during the reigns of Fuad and 
Farouk 1 but can any member of the Circle throw light on the use of the ''Le Caire 
Expres" c . d . s . illustr ated ? (Page 268) . 

/ Continued , . • 
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U . A . R . V A R I E T I E S by C. E. H. Defriez 

1968 Scouts 

Year incomple te on used 
example 

Same variety in mint 
block 

1968 Fine Arts 

Half of blue printing 
Normal 

t 

1965 Misra ir 

"E'xtra Arabic character" variety in mint block 

..... 

1) 

41} 

• 
•;:·. 
"' ... 
:~~;,, 
·:!}~. 

• ,r 

~· •J 

:; .. ~:,~;: ·.~;.~;· ; :\ . 
. AUtJ1AJt.. 
. :·· .. ~:·}\: ·.~~~::~-f;·· ·~<~ ·. -. 

., 

1972 Olympics 

Half of red printing missing 
(including value in Arabic) 

i 

Normal 
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POST- MONARCHY PHILATEL~ Continued 267 

Some time ago I corresponded with Prof o P.A .S.Smith regarding this cancellation. 
He was of the opinion that i t denotes an express delivery service operating in 
Cairo. However the history of the c over l eads me to suspect that it could be a 
T.P.O. cancella tion . 

The cover was addressed to me fro m a non-philatelic a cquaintance resident in 
Cair o " The le t ter was headed with the cryptic "Usual Address, Abbassia", but at 
the time he wr ot e the le t ter my f r iend was commuting daily between Cairo and 
Alexandr ia. He is c ertain he wrote the letter whils t entrained for Alexandria, 
and f urther states t here is a better-than-even-money chance he mailed the letter in 
Alexandria a 

The 110 mi llieme f r anking was t he nor mal air mail rate and no excess was paid 
for either expr ess sort ing or deliver y. A letter mailed in Alex would normally 
be s ent to Cairo for onwar d forwarding to the U.K. 

Was the cancellation applied en-r oute to Cairo ? In which cas e it is a T. P . O. 
Or if applied in Cairo 1 why ? I t is only a nor mal airmail letter~ aft er all. 

d) Civil Censo~shi£· Censorship of civi lian mail existed in Egypt until 1974. 
A study of the censorship marks used dur ing this period by Mr Po Andrews has been 
published in the Q.C. , and some time lat er I was able to add f urther information. 
Even so, I am sure there is much still to be discovered . A serious in-depth study 
of these handstamps would prove r ewar ding, and it is worth bearing in mind that 
covers from this period ar e r elatively unsought-after and cheap . 

e) Military Handstamps/Censorshi£ . Are there any examples of mi li tary postal 
markings used dur ing recent year s ? I have none in my coll ection yet surely some 
must exist, Ther e have 9 aft er all 9 been the 1967 and 1973 war s wi t h .Isr ael. 
Egyptian troops were also involved in t he Yemen . 

In issue number 125 of Luorient Philatelique t here was an article which 
a pparently relates t o censorship of mail from the Egyptian army. However~ it was 
writ ten in Ar abic and t herefore unintelligible to me . Perhaps it does not deal 
with the subjec t I imagi ne . Nevertheless 9 I for one would love to read a 
translation of t his ar ticl e " Any of f ers ? 

f) Inves t ment Pot en tial. 
of moder n Egypt " " 

Fina l l y in one last effort to popularise t he collecting 

St amp c ol l ectors t he worl d over have a t endency to specialis e in t he issues of 
their own country. Imagine t hen an Egypt where education and affluence reaches 
levels s i mil ar , o t hos e of pr esent-day Gr ea t Br itain. If the same proportion of 
Egyptians turned t o c ol l ect ing t he s t amps of Egypt as Britons now collect G.B . 
issues, many moder n Egypt ian s t amps would bec ome minor rarities. I f you doubt my 
words 9 run a check on t he quant i t i es print ed and the size of Egypt' s population, 
then make a compar ison of similar f igur es fo r the Unit ed Kingdom " 

..;)<Q_U.:.......;:E;;._,;;S_T~I;;.,.....;O___;;_N __ ...:;T_I: M E New Questions 

Qo Time 19 An Essay fr om the Republic per iod 
Ques t ion put by Pr of o PaA.S.Smith (ESC 74) 

Lot No . 305 of the St anley Gibbons Auctions Ltd sale of 31 May 1979 c onsisted of 
a somewhat enigmatically described item that is one of the few essays yet known 
from t he post-r evolut ionar y period. The item consists of a lar ge piece of gummed, 
unwatermarked paper of stamp quality, bear ing a single impression of a working 
surface . The impression shows a number of guide lines and many s cr atches r esembling 
those made when an art ist cleans his pen, in addition to t hree carefully finished 
s t amp designs. All pr inting is in blue, with a background of light turquoise on 
parts of the designs . These were evidently pr epared for t he 1957-58 issue

1 
but the 

inscriptions are in Fr ench ( "POSTE 1 EGYPTE" ) ins t ead of English. All designs are 
denominated 10 mill s. One c losely r esembles the issued 1 mill, another the issued 
10 mill , but the t hir d which s hows a s treet lamp against a backdrop of minarets has 
never appear ed on an issued s t amp . 

Can any Member shed ligh t on the s ource of this composite essay
9 

which seems to 
have been prepared in t he Postal Or gani zation pr intery ? Are there other examples ? 
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QUE S 'l'ION 

Q. Time 20 

T I M E Continued 

A Royal Free Frank ? 
Question put by Mr C.E .H .Defriez (ESC 172) 

The Abdi n Palace cover illustrated is postmarked 25 J~ne 1952 and has no 
adhesive stamp. Ther is however what appears to be a Free Frank, a crown wit h 
Arabic inscript ion within a c ircle, str uck i n violet . The postmar k is less t han 
one month before the r evolution , and t he abdication of King Farouk. Does any 
Circle Member have any information on this Free Frank ? 

Q. Time 21 Returned Letter Service : A New Egyptian Postal Label ? 
Question put by Prof. P . A.S. Smith (ESC 74) 

The pair o_ post ~ards shown in the a ccompanying i l lustra tion was r ecently 
offered to me . The cards announce a death, and were s ent t o intercept a t r aveler. 
They are interes ting enough for the "BUREAU DES REBUTS" and "INTROUVABLE" markings, 
but the feature that i ns pires this note is the adhesive l abel cover ing the address 
on one of them. It may be seen on the lower card , a nd i s i ns cribed in Italian 
and French . It is pr inted on a poor quality of yellow paper . Note that it 
has a hands tamped "NON RECLAME" ~ and t hat both "I smail i a" and "Caire" are written 
in manuscript across it . 

Because of the languages us ed (or not used) , one might reasonably conc lude that 
i t is an Italian label 9 but the card was not addressed t o I t aly, and the name of 
an Egyptian town on it seems c onclusive. The absence of Ar abic suggests that it 
i s not a label of the Egyptian Postal Service, but does not pr ove it. The only 
other explanation I can t hink of is that it ,.,as used by a s teams hip or t ourist 
agency, such as P & 0 or Cook's 1 accustomed to dealing wit h a large number of 
undeliverable itemc of mail. 

Can anyone shed light on t he matter 9 or report another example ? 

MEMBERS u 

Q. Time 14 

R E P L I E S T 0 

Overland Postage Due mar k . 

Q U E S T I 0 N T I M E 

December 1979 Q.C. pages 218-9 

Mr Denis Vandervelde states that this is an I ndian mark , i ndica t ing that postage 
was due for the overland (Suez, France) r oute . The figure s mean 1 anna , 6 pies. 

Maj. E.L.G.MacArthur believes t hat the mark was a pplied a t Aden by a depar t ment 
of the Indian Post Off~ce who had a station there. 

"2 in circ lett mark on car d, Port Said to Belgium 
December 1979 Q,C. pages 219-220 

Mr Denis Vanderve1cie states t ha t t his mark is a llFacteur ll number , ident ifying 
the postman res pons ible for de livery, and us ually applied where he had pr oblems, 
e.g. e mpty house~ no such person ~ etc . This mark is common i n Belgium ~ also 
i n Holland and t he maj or cities of I t aly and Germany ; commonest of all in Malta. 
Here the mar k was applied in Ostend 9 Belgium. 

Q. Time ·17 "APRES DEPART" mar k on postcard ~ Alexandria to France~ 1900 
December 19'79 Q.C. pages 2!9-220 

Mr Denis Vandervelde writes: "Your Q. Time 17 is new to me, but is pr obably 
Egyptian 1 I think, and a real find . I fancy I have a fragment on a s t amp somewhere 
This would logically have been used when jus t too l a te f or a s teamer depar ting from 
Alexandria . 

Q. Time 18 "Qas r el Dubara" 
December 1979 Q.C. pages 219- 220 

Ma j o E.L,G.MacArthur (ESC 125) believes t hat Qasr el Dubar a is t he name for the 
Gar den City of Cairo . 

Mo Jean Boul ad (ESC 16) refers readers to his artic le i n L'O .P. No. 114, Oct. 
1964 ~ page 381 9 also t o Mr F.W.Beniansv artic le in t he Q. C. Nos 103/104 (Vol. IX, 
Nos 6-7) 1978, page 67. 

The nearest public Post Office ca lled "Qasr el Dubara" was in the hotel building 
in a street between t he Semiramis and t he new Shepheard ' s Hotel. The c olour ~ 
purple, of the cancellation was perhaps used at the reques t of t he s ender who may 
have asked for a c lear strike for his collector friend; i t i s not normally used 
on ordinary mail . / Cont inued " o • 
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Q. Time 18 (c ontinued) 

M. Boulad further s t ates t ha t all t he stationery of the Semiramis Hotel was 
printed wit h the head of Queen Semiramis. The postal franking machine used later 
by this Hotel also has a repr oduction of the head of t he queen, t o the left-hand 
side of the datestamp . 

Mr J.F.Cousins (ESC 202) kindly supplied a ma p of Cairo showing the location of 
Qasr el Dubara south of Sh . Ismai.l Pasha on t he east bank of the Nile. It included , 
among other places, t he Semiramis Hotel and t he British Embassy . 

Mr F.A.Ford (ESC 157) quotes f r om t he 1928 Baedeker, des cribing Qasr-ed-Dubara 
as a fashionable quarter erect ed on the site of the Palace of Qasr- ed-Dubara and 
including the r esidency of t he Br itish High Commissioner . 

New Member Mr J.M .Murphy (ESC ) wr ites that, whilst admitting to no specialised 
knowledge of t he cancellation as such , he does know that Qasr el-Dubara is t he area 
of Cairo in which the Semiramis Hotel stood until its demise in 1976. In 1929 t he 
area also c ontained t he for mer Qasr el-Nil Palace-cum-English barracks, now the 
Nile Hilton Hotel , and a large part of Tahrir (Victor y) Square, and was bounded to 
the nor th by the Egyptian Mus eum to the west by the Nile, to the south by what is 
now Garden City embassy suburb . • . To his knowledge there is today a branch Post 
Office i n t he western end of t he Mugammah (local government offices) just acr oss 
the r oad f r om where the Semiramis used t o stand: perhaps this is today the Qasr 
el-Dubarah P.O., although sinc e the Mugammah was built only in the early 1950's 
it s eems likely that t he P.O. in question was probably housed within the large 
triangular Semiramis block on the Nile bank, all of which has been cleared for the 
building of t he t wo new hotels . The name itself defies translation : Qasr is 
Palac e , and el -Dubara may mean cor d or gir dle l and in any event the name Qasr el­
Dubar a s eems t o be l os ing currency: i t is not widely known among even Mr Murphy 0 s 
Cairene fr i ends. 

Mr Edmund Hall (ESC ), having c onsulted his Ar abic Di c tionary , reports that 
6 .'}(j~'.l( dubara) means string 9 cor d 9 r ope , e tc . and s o 'o..J U J>...)] j__,..o .Jitr ans lat es 

as "The Pal ace of t he Cord" - but i t may means "waistband" (a nickname) as it is 
located approximatel y in t he centr e of Cairo . 

FURTHER Q U E S T I 0 N S 

Q. Time 22 G.W.Wheat l ey Pos t Car d (Colour Fr ont ispiece) 

I t is surprising t o see from Mr M.R.Hewlett' s postcar d t hat t he business set up 
by G.W . Wheatley (Waghorn 1 s former Agent ) was con t inuing in operation as G.W,\o/heatley 
& Co . Ltd as long a fter t he Waghor n era as 1916 (see reverse of card i llustrated in 
t his i ssue). Does a ny Circle Member know of t he subsequent his tory of t his 
~ ompany ? Is i t possibly s t i ll in existence ? 

Q. Ti me 23 Enl a r ged repl i cas of De La Rue 1888 i ssue (Colour Frontispiece) 

These are pr i nted by typogr aphy, t he pr i nt ing metal being very good , but not up 
to D. L.R. standards. 'rh . pr int ed a r ea is 40 x 33 mm~ paper appar;ently chalk­
sur faced exactly as t he l a ter D.L.R. prin t ings " Perforation is 11.5~ line. 

The r everse is pr i nted as a postcard wit h pr ovision f or addr essing only . I t is 
headed "Postkart e - Carte Postale" and t he same printed smaller in about 12 ot her 
languages . Across t he shor t side , in small print, is a club-shaped outline 
cont aining the letters 0 P F, "Ges. ges ch - Depose" and "Imported by Kosmos Art 
Co. 9 Boston" 

Has any Circ l e Member s e·en similar cards 9 or t he enlarged D .1. R , 'stamps' used 
elsewhere ? Assuming not , what can be t he explanation of the amount of trouble 
taken by the origina tor t o produce thes e attractive items 1 and then not exploit 
them commer cially ? 

WAN'rED F 0 R S T U D Y P U R P 0 S E S 

To buy (or borrow) - Contr ol Blocks of t he 1933 Airmail Issue 
P. E.Whetter , Flat 1 9 Burrells , 25 Court Downs Road, Beckenham, Kent BR3 2TQ 
Telephone 01o658 3494 
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Offered by Mr P.E.Whetter (ESC 133) Flat 1 9 Burrels 9 25 Court Downs Roadl 
Beckenham, Kent BR3 2TQ (Phone 01-658 3494) 

MEMBERS WISHING TO BUY Please deal direct with Mr Whetter. Postage (and 
regist r ation if requi red) •should be added. Wants Lists invit ed. 

ESSAYS 1922 

PROOFS 1914 

1923 

DEFINITIVES 1867 

1874 
1879 

1922 
1923 
1957 
1958 

BOOKLETS 1937 

CONTROL 1936 
BLOCKS 

of 4 
1937 

1927 

Harrison 5m (Z 85): Pair£ 17, Block of 4 £ 36.00 
70.00 11 15m ( Z 90) : Single £ 20 11 11 11 

5m Pane of 100 from Plate 1, watermarked, some faults 
(Lot 324 in SG sale 4 Oct 79 -unsold) 

5m Block of 4 Wmk X 
10 . 00 
20.00 

200 m imperf pr oof (tiny thin) 8.oo 
15.00 
25.00 
10.00 

20 para yellow-green mint strip of 5 (reinforced) I,II 
5 para unused CHAIN VARI ETY Z 8a 
5 para mint tete-beche pair 9 P 13~ x 12~ Z 14ii 
5 para on 2~ pi mint P 12~ INVERTED SURCHARGE Z 21c 
10 para on 2~ pi used CLEFT PYRAMID Z 22a 

7,00 
40.00 
3.00 2m green Block of 28 (7 x 4) marginal 

100m c orner block of 4 CONTROL NUMBER MISSING 
Shawky-Hafez I MPERF . PAI R 

20.00 
1 . 00 
1 . 00 
1 . 00 

4m Block of 4 IMPERF 
5m 11 

" 
11 IMPERF 

120m (exploded) L-H stitching 9 plain interleaving 9 

Control A 40 on ea ch pane 10.00 
210m (exploded) L-H stitching , printed interleaving 10 . 00 
POSTES 2m A 36 0 .30 

15m A 36 4 .00 
20m A 35 3 . 00 

FAROUK 1m B41 A42 Per f across margin 0 . 04 
2m A 37 Plain margin 0.06 
3m A41 A42 Plain margin; ditto Perf margin: Ea ch . 10 
3m A41 A42 A43 Plain margi n (block of 6 ) 0 . 10 
6m A40 Perf a cross margin 0.16 

30m A38; A38 A44; A45 ; all Perf thro' marg. Each £1. 
40m B44 Perf . acr oss margin 0.75 

100m B44 A44 Perf. acr oss margin (scarce) 2 . 00 
1m rrype I A26 1st Pane 1.00 

2m 
4m 

10m 

13m 
15m 

20m 

4om 

50 m 

100m 

A28 11 11 0 . 50 
A30 11 11 0 . 45 
A29 1 . 50 
A30 2nd Pane 0.60 
A34 A35 1st Pane; ditto 2nd Pane Each 1.50 
A27 1st Pane 0.70 
A32 2nd Pane 1.00 
A27 1st Pane 6~oo 
A31 A32 A33 2nd Pane (Block of 6) 5 .00 
A33 1st Pane; A34 1st Pane Each 7.00 
A26 1st Pane (One stamp thinned) 5.00 
A28 2nd Pane 3.50 
A30 1s t Pane 3.00 
A37 1st Pane; A32 1st Pane Each 2.50 
A33 A36 1st Pane 4.00 
A27 1st Pane 6.50 
A26 2nd Pane 7 . 50 
A29 11 11 5.00 
A32 1s t Pane 3.50 
A37 11 11 4 .50 
A27 11 11 12.00 
A30 11 11 10.00 

Mr Whetter also offers min t Commemor a tives between SG 493 and SG 1096, inc. sets. 


