


















































NEW

ISSUES

by cC . E .

k2

H. Defriez=

(all stamps are printed by Postal Printing House, A.R.Egypt, with watermark

Commemorative Stamps

Multiple Eagle unless noted otherwi

SG 1412

Occasion

Date of issue
Designer

Design

Denomination
Sheet

Stamp dimensions
Perforation
Quantity printed
Supplementary

Occasion

5th Anniversary of re-opening of
Suez Canal

5th June 1980
'Salah Abd el Kerim
Ship and Figure symbolising

se)
SG 1420

Centenary of Society for
Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals

10th June 1980
W. Farag and L. Farid
Pharaonic Cat, Eye and

Peace and Freedom Hand
140 mills 20 mills
50 (5 x 10) 35 (5x7)
62 x 29 mm 40 x 40 mm
113 113
500,000 1,000,000

Also celebrating the completion
of the first stage of the project
to increase the draught of the
canal to 53 ft.

SG 1421 SG 1422

Industry Day

SG MS 1423

28th Anniversary of the Revolution and

Social Security Year
Date of issue 12th July 1980 s 23rd July 1980 . . . .
Designer W. Farag Kamal Hammouda S .R.Mohamed
Design Worker pushing Social Security Cupped hands
Production Wheel 'Tree' rooted in supporting family
ground inscribed
28th Anniv. of Revolution
Denomination 20 mills 20 mills 140 mills
Sheet 50 (5 x 10) 25 (5=x7) Miniature Sheet
Stamp dimensions 43 x 26 mm 40 x 30 mm 56 x 67 mm
Perforation 113 x 11 13 IMPERFORATE
Quantity printed 1,500,000 1,000,000 75,000
Supplementary - Social Security is one of -
the achievements of the
Revolution
NEW ISSUES - ERRATA
Q.C. Vol. X No. 12, Page 340
S5.G.  (New Number) 1346
Design should read: 'October Bridge over the River Nile in Cairo'

Supplementary:

This new bridge was so named to commemorate the crossing

of the Suez Canal by Egyptian forces on 6th October 1973.



NEW ISSUES and their SPECIAL CANCELS - June/July 1980
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SG 1421 7 . SG MS 1423

16 Oct 1896 Framed 'O'-Mark used twice to invalidate the unauthorised
bisection of current 2-mills definitive, Alexandria local. (J.S.Horesh)
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ROYAL  MARITIME MAIL - by Jean Boulad d'Humieres (ESC 16)

Recently, when looking through a collection of covers, displayed by Mr H.
Behar of Lausanne, my attention was drawn by the envelope reproduced here.

It is certainly a document which is out of the ordinary, not to say rare,
as much for its origin as for the cancellation of the stamps franking it.

It is the envelope from a letter addressed to Alexandria, probably by a
member of the crew of the Royal Egyptian Yacht "MAHROUSSA', the personal vessel
of King Fuad, to a member of his family living in Alexandria, the home port
of this ship.

Written on board in the course of a proving run, or a cruise, the length of
the coast of Egypt from Alexandria to Port Said, this envelope is franked by the
means of a strip of 5 of the 1 millieme orange of the Fuad portrait; this was
the postal rate for an ordinary letter for inland. It did not have the
benefit of postal franking reserved for royal mail.

The cachet, which is in a circle of 34 mm diameter, and which is surmounted
by the royal crown with the inscription "H.M.YACHT MAHROUSSA'" in Arabic and
English, the ship's own cachet, is struck in violet three times on the postage
stamps and once to the left of the address. The date is indicated in
manuscript '"27/9/30" three times on the postage stamps, and once on the strike
of the cachet to the left of the address.

This composite mark constitutes the postmark and the date of origin of the
letter.

At the time of the first port of call at Port Said, this cover was put into
the post at that town, where there was applied on the reverse, in black, the
bi-lingual datestamp " 28. SE. 30. 7.A.//PORT-SAID TRAFFIC. G." before being
sent by train to Alexandria.

On the back, the arrival datestamp at Alexandria is "29. SE. 30."

We have the very unusual position of a scarce cancel on a cover from a
source not often found; it seemed to deserve being brought to the attention of
Egypt specialists and collectors of Egyptian Maritime Post.

*
* ok

The '"MAHROUSSA'" has always been the personal yacht of the royal family
of Egypt.

Over the years, the ship has undergone very many changes, leading more and
more to modernisation.

It was on board the Mahroussa that the Viceroy, Ismail Pasha, had received
his royal and princely guests who had come to the opening of the Suez Canal,
on 15th and 16th November 1865.

On 17th November 1899, it was at Port Said for the unveiling of the statue
of Ferdinand de Lesseps, at the entrance to the port, by the Khedive of
Egypt, Abbas Hilmi.

On 21st December 1926, on the occasion of the erecting of the first stone
of the Hotel de Ville in Port Fuad, opposite Port Said, Klng Fuad who presided
at this ceremony, had arrived on board this vessel.

And finally, it was on board the Mahroussa that Farouk and his family left
Egypt, after his abdication as king.

J. Boulad d'Humieres (ESC 16)

Editor's Note: By remarkable chance, Edmund Hall (ESC 239) has asked a
question about the 'Mahroussa' cancellation, and has supplied a drawing of
the ship and a tracing of the cancel. These appear on the next page.



Question Time: ROYAL YACHT 'MAHROUSSA' and MATL TO INDIA SUSPENDED
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QUESTION TIME NEW QUESTIONS
Q. Time 29 Royal Yacht "MAHROUSSA" Question put by E. Hall (ESC 239)

Mr Hall describes his cover thus: '"Cover addressed to Mr Des. Hendrey,
¢/o Anglo-Egyptian Bank, Alexandria; cancelled 27/9/30 by hand in ink over
the cancel, and also 28.9.30 Port Said Traffic G. Perhaps this could belong
to a collection of postmarks of the Royal Palaces. I have other covers by/to
Hendrey, also other letters in a similar hand although not addressed to him.
Can anybody fill me in on him: who is he, etc. 7 "

Editor: Mr Hall's cover, which is not supplied for illustration, appears to

be the twin of the one reported by M. Boulad (see ante). Mr Hall has prepared
an excellent drawing of the '""Mahroussa', also a tracing of the cachet, and these
are reproduced on the previous page. This appears to be the first time that

a 'Question Time' topic has been answered before the question was asked !

Q. Time 30 Mail to India suspended Question put by E. Hall (ESC 239)

"My cover to India is franked by two 55m Officials, cancelled 3. 6. 72. The
cachet, struck in mauve, reads: '"MAIL COMMUNICATION WITH / INDIA SUSPENDED
RETURNED / TO OFFICE OF ORIGIN" (and the inverted commas are part of the
cachet) . The Arabic word at bottom right is "India" and is in ink, as is the
number "4248" at top right. On reverse are two ring cancels, different, one
6. 6. 72, the other 17. ?. 72. On both the lettering is almost unreadable and
they do not appear to be Egyptian strikes.

"Why was mail to India halted ?

Editor: The cover illustration has been considerably improved by Mr Hall to
produce legibility. On the cover itself there are two strikes of the postmark,
one on the stamps, the other at right-hand side. The tracing of this mark has
been shifted to a position clear of stamps, cachet and border.

Q. Time 31 French P.0. Alexandria Question put by J.S.Horesh (ESC 118)

"T am enclosing an envelope registered and posted on 12th December, 1923, at
the French P.O. in Alexandria to Paris and bearing stamps of the 1921 and 1923
issues to a total value of 31 milliemes. I do not know what the postal rates
were but you will notice on the front a tax mark in a triangle (? origin) which
has been crossed out in menuscript in what appears tc be the same ink as an
indecipherable (? 55) amount due.

The back of the cover shows the figure 76 in an oval (is this a facteur
mark ?). However, the most interesting part of the cover is the red wafer
seal embossed '"Postes Francaises Alexandrie Egypte®. I have never heard of
this seal before and would appreciate any information about it with comments
about the other points raised.

MEMBERS' REPLIES TO QUESTION TIME

Reply to Q. Time 28 British Forces Numeral Franks See QC XI/1, pages 16/17

Mr J. Firebrace (ESC 71): "The writer of the letters to Miss Mary Lloyd in
1936 performed much the same "service' to postal history as Captain Brooks did
in the 1890's and Captain Gatt did in World War I.

"Several sets of Last Day Covers must have been made up as they are not
uncommon. No deductions should be made of any evidence which 'Mary Lloyd'
Covers purport to offer, unless totally corroborated by genuine covers used not
later than 29 February 1936.

"Charles Minett had a Last Day Cover with the numeral 25 superimposed on
numeral 24, probably an unique way to end a collection of this interesting
period ! "
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REPLIES TO QUESTION TIME

Mr W.C.Andrews (ESC 132) replies to Q. Time 27 & 28 - British Forces Numeral
Franks
I have been a general collector of postage stamps of Egypt now for some Lo
years and, I imagine in common with many other collectors, from time to time am
seized with an almost insatiable curiosity about some aspect of the stamps or
postal history. :

A few years ago I acquired a few British Forces NAAFI Seals on cover and at
about the same time bought a copy of John Hobbs booklet and this combination
was enough to start me off in collecting and studying this most interesting
offshoot of Egyptian Postal History.

The two questions posed by Rudi Jeidel in Q.C. No. 117 of March 1981 are ones
upon which I have formed some opinions during the course of my researches. I
have now in my collection some 250 covers with these stamps affixed and have
also had in my possession many others which have been duplicates or surplus to
my requirements and which I have passed on to other collectors or to dealers.

I have, of course, also inspected many others in dealers' stocks or in auction
lots which I hgve not wished or not managed to acquire.

With regard to the date of transfer of some of the numeral franks from one
MPO to another, for some of them this is relatively easy to ascertain with some
accuracy. Hobbs states that numbers 3, 6, 15, 16, 17, 18 and 22 were transferred
to Alexandria and as the MPO at Alexandria was opened on November 1st 1935
(Hobbs pp 28 & 31) it is fairly safe to assume that the franks were transferred
on or shortly before that date. 1In fact I have covers with all these franks
on cancelled at Alexandria after 1st November 1935 which is, at least, a fairly
reasonable indication that they were, in fact, transferred although the actual
date cannot be determined exactly.

For Numbers 4 and 23 which were transferred from Cairo to Moascar I can only
go by inference from the evidence provided by the covers I have. No. 4 (14
covers) I have covers from Cairo, the latest date being 12 November 1933, and
from Moascar, the earliest being 26th November 1935. No. 23 (14 covers) the
latest from Cairo 19 May 1935 and the earliest from Moascar 29 July 1935.
Perhaps it can be assumed that these franks were transferred some time in mid
19%5 ?  Possibly at the same time or anticipation of the transfer of the other
franks to Alexandria ? Maybe other members with covers could calculate a more
precise date.

So far as 1, 8 and 19 are concerned, although Hobbs states that they were
transferred to a different office, I have /yet see a cover substantiating this to
statement and, moreover, I have never yet met anybody who has seen one. I /
read a note once, can't remember where, that there have been none recorded.

I have covers with numeral frank 19 from Cairo dated 15 March 1936 too !

I now turn to Question No. 28 referring to one numeral frank being in two
places at the same time. As has been apparent in many other instances it did
not take too long for some enterprising person to realise that there might be
a market for philatelic covers and who took pains to prepare some. I can
recognise in my own collection @ series, mainly on Hobbs 4th Issue (1 Pi green)
and 7th Series (1 Pi carmine with additional perforation) all produced by the
Same person Or group. The covers are variously addressed to Belton, Fellows,
Greenlaw, Hamilton, Morton, Muir and Symonds all in the same handwriting or
typewriter and, I think this is the giveaway, ALL dated on the first day of
issue of a series, or 15 March 1936, the last day of use of these stamps. What
a peculiar correspondent to write to all those different people on those dates

and at no other tinme.

To reinforce this supposition, in one auction lot I bought some time ago
there was a packet of envelopes all cancelled on the face with Numeral Frank 14
with Abu Qir Civil Post Office cds dated 5 Dec. 1934 and, on the reverse,
Alexandria Civil Post Office cds dated 5 Dec. 1934 also. No stamps were
affixed and they had obviously never been posted but, had it been worthwhile,

all they needed was a 1 Pi green stamp cancelled with a retta and - lo and behold -

/ Continued . . .



Mr W.C.Andrews replies to Q. Time 27/28 - Continued 4o

a lot of first day covers ! It was quite clear to me that they had been
manufactured within the Postal system.

I also have two Miss Mary Lloyd covers and all the above remarks must apply
to them as well. My covers are also dated 15 March 1936 and have Numeral
Franks Nos. 21 and 24. There are so many of them about that they must be
philatelic.

It appears to me that some enterprising chaps in the postal service made
good use of their time to produce covers for their own benefit.

Although on the face of it from Rudi's covers it would appear that the
Numeral Frank No. 9 was in two places at the same time I think that this is not
the case. All the franks were withdrawn from the various MPO's on or shortly
after 15 March 1936 and it is reasonable to assume that they were all then
kept in one place so that it would be easy to have access to them all and to
apply them clandestinely to any cover.

Incidentally I have found No. 9 a most elusive frank and have not yet got
a copy on cover. Many of the philatelic covers in my collection bear some of
the less common numbers, e.g. Nos. 14, 15 and 18. I do not think that this
is a coincidence !

May I conclude by saying that all the above suppositions are entirely the
result of my own thoughts on the matter and do not necessarily reflect the
opinion of the Circle or of any individual member thereof.

Q. Time 25 - Further Note (Watermark Varieties, 1914 10 mills and
1923/24 200 mills) See Q.C. Vol. X, No. 12, Dec. 1980

Mr K. D. Knight (ESC 150), who posed this question, feels that he may not
have defined his queries. What he really wants to know is (a) are such
varieties as scarce as the catalogues suggest ? and (b) can anyone offer a
guide to their market value ?

MARITIME CANCELLATIONS - Comment by Mr K. D. Knight (ESC 150)
See: Article by Mr P.E.Whetter in Q.C. Vol. XI No. 1. March 198
page 1k

re: PFO GANGE LLOYD TRIESTINO, I can confirm the use of a datestamp
after the change of name of this vessel to MARCO POLO. Unfortunately all
I have is a cancellation on a loose stamp, however, the PFO MARCO POILO is
readable but the date illegible. It is on a 15m of the Anglo-Egyptian
Treaty commemorative, thus suggesting a use in late 1936 or early 1937.

POST - MONARCHY STUDY: AN INVESTIGATION OF THE WATERMARKS USED ON
EGYPTIAN STAMPS 1973-1976

by Kenneth D. Knight (ESC 150)

In an article written for the London 1980 edition of the Q.C. I mentioned
the lack of a watermark on certain mid-1970's Egyptian issues listed by
Stanley Gibbons, and in some cases by the Philatelic Bureau, Cairo, as being
watermarked. During the twelve months since writing that article I have
studied the issues of the mid-1970's more fully and now wish to amend and add
to my original observations.

The watermark used during this period was the large eagle of Salah El1 Din
(8aladin) which is still current today. The watermark is impressed onto the
paper in a multiple format with each row reversed in relation to the rows on
either side.

/ Continued . . .
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POST - MONARCHY STUDY -  WATERMARKS 1973-1976 - Continued

Because of this layout it may appear upright, inverted, or both upright and
inverted, on a single stamp. Similarly, when the watermark is sideways, it is
found facing side right or side left with equal regularity. Mostly the
impression of the watermark is exceptionally clear but occasionally the impression
is poor, so poor that one begins to doubt whether the dandy roll actually

made contact with the paper, and in such cases the watermark can be extremely
difficult to discern. From the stamps I have -inspected it appears that whenever
the weak watermark occurs it is present throughout the print run of a specific
stamp. Stamps issued in the period under review can therefore appear

strongly watermarked, weakly watermarked, or without watermark.

The stamps which S.G. list as watermarked and which T find to be
unwatermarked are :-

Commemoratives: SG 1247, 1248, 1249, 1250, 1251, 1252,
1270, 1271, 1280

Charity Issues: SG 1224
Miniature Sheets: SG 1232

The stamps which S.G. list as unwatermarked and which I have found to be
watermarked are :-

Commemoratives: SG 1257, 1262, 1263, 1264
Airmails: SG 1258, 1259

In addition I have found no traces of a watermark on SG 1207, 1242 and
1260. However, as these stamps are of small format, and I have only
examined single copies, I have omitted them from the list above.

Of particular interest is SG 1280, as the remaining stamps of the set are
plainly watermarked.

To arrive at my conclusions I have examined an average of five copies of
a particular stamp, although sometimes I have been able to inspect only one
solitary stamps and other times as many as twenty. Because the size of my
samples examined is so small it is possible that some issues were printed on
both watermarked and unwatermarked paper. Should that be the case some
watermark varieties could be exceedingly scarce.

Checking the watermarks of the stamps in your own collection between SG
1200 and 1300 could prove profitable. But a word of warning: '"Beware of
the weakly-impressed watermark'.

Kenneth D. Knight (ESC 150)

A NEW FLAW ON KING FUAD 1927 ISSUE ? by W.C.Andrews (ESC 132)

Recently I was in gz stamp dealer's shop and, having drawn a blank on all my
special interests, as an afterthought I asked if he happened to have any flaws
on the stamps of Egypt.

After rummaging about a bit he eventually produced from the back of an old
stock book two part sheets of 1927 King Fuad 3 mills brown, comprising the
two bottom rows on each sheet with selvedge and control numbers. The last
stamp on each sheet has a most definite flaw in the shape of a heavy dark
circular blob on the knot of the tie in the portrait. This can be seen on
the reproduction but is very much more pronounced on the original.

I had not heard of this flaw before and was surprised that it should appear
on two different plates especially as the stamps with control A/26 are Type I
and those with control A/29 are Type II.

I have also found amongst my duplicates a further copy of this flaw on a
used Type II stamp but with the flaw dark on left hand side, uncoloured on right.

/ Continued . . .
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Flaw on 1927 Fuad 3-Mills - Continued

Has this flaw been reported previously and has any other member got a copy
of it or can offer an explanation of how it occurred ? At first sight it
would appear to be a piece of extraneous matter which has lodged on the plate
and produced an extra heavy circular spot but I find it difficult to believe
that this could occur in exactly the same place on two different plates.

I await octher members' comments with interest.

W.C.Andrews (®ESC 132)

** Referring to the two enlargements on page 47 , (A) is of No. 100 from the
A/29 Control, (B) is of the loose, used single which shows a smaller dark area
with a white area adjacent. An enlargement of No. 100 from the A/26 Control

(not reproduced) shows exactly the same flaw as enlargement (A). Evidently
the flaw is on the multipositive and not the printing plate; we cannot be
certain that the loose used single (B) is from the same position. - Editor.
UPDATA

U. 13 'Star and Bridge' Cancels - by J.M.Murphy (ESC 240)

Mr Peter Andrews' recent notice (Q.C. Vol. X, No. 6, page 153, June 1979),
and the UPDATA to which it led (Vol. X, pages 191, 220), extending dates for
the 'Star and Bridge' cancel inspired me to examine my own collection, and I
find T am able further to extend the known period of use for several towns,
on postcards or on loose stamps.

I was interested to not that the cancellation is used regularly to cancel
outgoing mail, but also (particularly at Suez) as a transit/arrival mark and
(at Port Said and Tanta) on Dues. But I have no example oa Officials, and
wonder if use of the cancellation was restricted in any way ?

My new dates are for PORT SAID 30 IV 18 (an extension of five years:

2 mill De La Rue 1902-06, wide wmk); PORT TAUFIQ 3 IX 15 (5 mill De La Rue
1914, narrow wmk); ISMAILIA 17 V 15 (an unstamped Active Service postcard
sent through the civilian mails and uncensored: T.A.Driscoll of the L4th
Mounted Brigade complains "Unfortunately no fighting yet'"); SUEZ ? IX 16

( a little more specific than previously noted; 5 mill De La Rue 1914, wide
wmk) ; TANTA 24 VI 07 (cancelling a 4 mill Due, wide wmk, of the 1389 issue
on a card from London NW franked #d); and ASWAN ? VI 07 (2 mill De La Rue

- 1902-06, wide wmk) and 25 I 14 (4 mill De La Rue 1906, wide wmk, on a card

to Southport).

The revised list is :=

Earliest Latest

Lugsor 14 XIT 08 (RSB) 24 XIT 10 (TD)
Port Szid 28 v 07 (DC) 30 IV 18 (JMM)
Port Tsutiq 30 10 08 (FAF) 3 IX 15 (JMM)
Zagazi L X 07 (sMv) 23 XII 12 (TD)
Mansurs ? VI 07 (RSB) 21 III 19 (CwM)*
Ismailia 20 III 08 (DE) 17 Vv 15 (JMM)
Suez 11 VII 07 (CEHD) ? IX 16 (JMM)
Tanta 2k VI 07 (JMM) 15 V 09 (CwM)*
Aswan ?2 VI 07 (JMM) 25 I 14 (JavM)

* It is not clear to me whether, in his Additional Notes in L'OP Vol. IX
No 91, page 183, July 1955, Charles Minett was recording sightings from his
own collection or from the ESC Record.
J.M.Murphy (ESC 240)

Mr Murphy's 7 new dates are evidenced by photographs on next page - Editor
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