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TURKISH PRISONERS OF WAR IN EGYPT - 1914-18 7

by Dennis H. Clarke (ESC 165)

The following information is not of a philatelic nature, but it may well be
of importance to Circle Members who have any items of mail that come into the
_above category. Such mail must be considered scarce to rare, due, by and large,
to the fact that a majority of such prisoners were illiterate. It is of
importance, if Members do have items, to send details and Xerox or photographic
record, so that information can be collated, leading to the ascertainment of
the routing of such covers, either by Military Post or by the Civil Post Offices
of Egypt.

In late November / early December 1916, the Red Cross International Committee
deputised a delegation to visit and report on Turkish Prisoners of War in
Egypt. The Delegation arrived at the Office for Naval Transport in the
British Office at Marseilles. By Order of the War Office, the Officer i/c
obtained berths for the Delegates on the P. and O. liner 'Morea', embarking on
19 December 1916; after a routine sailing they arrived at Port Said on 27
December.

On reaching Cairo, an approach was made to General Murray, C.in C. of
British Forces, who put the party in touch with Brigadier-Gen. H.G.Casson,
C.M.G., Director of the Prisoners of War Department. A car was placed at the
Delegation's disposal, and Colonel Simpson assisted in drawing up a schedule
of visits of inspection at the various camps. Permission was given to take
photographs, distribute gifts and converse freely with the prisoners.

No. 1 - Heliopolis Camp =~ visited on 2 January 1917, located to the area
developed in 1905; a group of Hotels and Villas formed under the name of
"The Oasis of Heliopolis'.

The number of P.O.W.'s held at this date was as follows:-

3,906 Turkish Non-commissioned officers and men; 3 Turkish soldiers of
the Sanitary Corps; and 2 Armenian doctors, both officers in the
Turkish Army.

Heliopolis Camp was arranged to hold a total population of 15,000 men, the
area being separated from the surrounding properties by a barbed-wire fence.
The Barrack accommodation was arranged in groups, in parallel lines sixty-five
feet apart. These barracks, built under supervision of the Egyptian
Engineering Department, were constructed with a solid wooden frame, the wall
panels being made from reeds, with roofing of tarred felt and a reed thatching.
Each barrack was constructed to accommodate 50 men.

Each Camp Report consists of a detailed account of conditions, etc., which
I omit from this account, but I list the group headings:-

Exercise; Food; Hygiene; Medical Care; Employment; Religion;
Recreation; Prisoners' Aid; Behaviour.

The only group item of importance is headed "Correspondence''. Of course,
it is possible that this was organised by a section of the Egyptian Post Office,
which could have been set up for the duration of the war, but it is highly
likely that this was handled by the Camp staff, or by Red Cross voluntary
workers, particularly in the matter of distribution of parcels, but perhaps not
in the case of Money Order transactions.

Most of the prisoners brought money with them, some received sums of money
from their families through the Turkish Red Cross (Crescent ?) and the
International Committee of the Red Cross. They (the prisoners) receive about
30 piastres per month (about 6/-)

Letters took any time from three weeks up to three months to get from the
sender to the prisoner-recipient. Some of the letters were sent through the

/ Continued . . .



Turkish Prisoners of War in Egypt 1914-18 - Continued 7

American Consul at Cairo (America not having at this date entered the War).
Prisoners were allowed to write as often as they wished but, as already stated,
few were able to write. There was no system of delaying correspondence

after delivery or before despatch.

No. 2 - Hospital No. 2 at Abbassia, Cairo - was also visited on 2 January
1917. The Hospital, which was built on a Pavilion system, was reserved for
German, Austrian, Bulgarian and Turkish Prisoners of War. The staff was

headed by Dr Wickermann, who was assisted by four ZFnglish doctors, some
English Red Cross nurses and eighteen Turkish orderlies with native auxiliaries.

No. 3 - Maadi Camp. The chief camp at Maadi was just over 9 miles south of
Cairo, on the right bank of the Nile. All prisoners were taken to it after
capture, and thence distributed to other camps in Egypt.

The number of prisoners at 3 Jan 1917 was: 5,556 Turkish non-commissioned
officers and men, which included 1,200 men captured at E1l Arish in the Sinai
Peninsular. No Officers were interned at the Maadi Camp.

The prisoners included, besides Turks, Arabs, Armenians, Greeks, Jews from
Palestine and Mesopotamia, and some Senoussi. The majority of prisoners were
taken at Gallipoli.

The quarters of the prisoners at Maadi Camp include the old buildings
originally erected as a School of Music, and subsequently used for a factory,
also barracks which were erected about this time for housing the Prisoners of
War.

The Report states on the question of Correspondence: '" Most of the
prisoners receive very few letters or none at all. They are allowed to write
in their own language once a fortnight but take very little advantage of the
permission. It appears that many of the letters addressed to their families
are returned, the addresses being 'untraced' ".

No. 4 - The Egyptian Red Cross Hospital at Cairo. (Visited 4 January 1917).
The Egyptian Red Cross, under the Presidency of His Highness Prince Fuad, Pasha,
being anxious to help its co-religionists, founded in March 1915 a hospital for
sick and wounded Prisoners of War. This hospital is under the sole management
of the Turkish Red Cross, who liaise with the British authorities through Dr
Kaatinge, Professor of the Faculty of Medicine at Cairo.

The Egyptian Red Cross Hospital was installed in the 0ld Palace of Omar-
Pasha Lufti.

No. 5 - The Cairo Citadel Camp (Visited 3 January 1917). This Camp
occupied the curious Jewel Palace, one of the monuments of the Citadel, it
contained only women and children coming from Hedjaz, who were captured
near Mecca.

The accommodation was the important group of buildings known as Saleh-el-din
(Saladin). These comprised a great number of rooms whose vast and ornamental
splendour must have contrasted greatly to its probably overawed inmates of
the concentration camp of civilan prisoners of war, whose total included 229
women and 207 children, with a further anticipated arrival of at least another
200 women.

Correspondence - each person interned had the chance of writing once a week;
those who do not know how to write were permitted help from their more
literate companions. Many letters arrive through the medium of the
International Red Cross Committee, but the exchange of correspondence is not
generally very active.

/ Continued . . .
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No. 6 - The Ras-el-Tin Camp. This camp was established for interned
civilians, situated on rising ground beside the sea, 3 miles from Alexandria.
On 5th January 1917 it held 45 Ottoman civilians of military age and 24 others,
mainly elderly. In addition there were 400 Austro-German internees, many of
them having been in Egypt when war was declared and unable to go home. All
of the internees were in tented accommodation.

The summary on Correspondence refers to Money Orders and Parcels - very few
Money Orders were received. The interned Turks were mainly illiterate and
those whose wives were interned at Cairo Citadel were allowed occasional visits,
thus they seldom wrote as they knew their wives were being well treated.
Parcels were seldom sent to the camp.

No. 7 - 8idi Bishr Camp. The camp of Sidi Bishr was situated about 93 miles
to the north-east of Alexandria on the sea shore.

On 6 January 1917 the number of prisoners was 430 Officers, 60 of whom had
been prisoners since their capture in February 1915; 410 Orderlies who were
captured with their Officers on whom they continued to attend. In addition
there were 10 Immams, 20 civilians - these had been captured by the Sherif of
and handed to the English.

The Commandant of Sidi Bishr Camp was Lieut-Colonel Coates. Accommodation
was constructed of timber and cement but this barracks was still under
construction.

It would seem that from this camp of 430 Officers that here would be a source
for mails to originate; however, the Delegation wrote in their survey on
Correspondence: '"Prisoners were permitted to write as often as they wished
but seldom took advantage of the privilege and as a rule received few letters
which took 40 to 45 days in reaching them. Few Money Orders came to the camp.

No., 8 - Bilbeis Camp - surrounded by barbed wire, was situated on the Delta
about 40 miles from Cairo. It was founded in August 1916, and at 16 January
1917 had 54C inmates. These were splite into two divisions. Division I -
135 Bedouins from the East and Sinai peninsula; civilians who came from El
Arish; 9 Arab soldiers of the Ottoman Army; 5 Turkish soldiers from Syria and
30 Egyptians. Division II - 175 Senoussi and soldiers from Tripoli, 185
Bedouins from the West and civilian prisoners of divers nationalities.

As with the previous camps, correspondence was sparse, there being at
Bilbeis a 98% illiteracy of the prisoners.

This concludes the precis of the extracts from the Official Report :-

Turkish Prisoners in Egypt, published London 1917, printed by
Cassell & Co., London.

Dennis H. Clarke (ESC 165)
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SOME ADDITIONAL NOTES on the MARITIME CANCELLATIONS on the 1927 FUAD

by Lars Alund (ESC 105)

(See also Mr P.E.Whetter's article on this subject, the Q.C. for March 1981,
pages 13 - 17)

AUSONIA

My copies of the second Fuad issue are postmarked between 25 July and 8
November, 193%3., I have, however, part of a cover franked with two Lo-mills
and two 1-mill stamps of 1906, very clearly postmarked with Mr Whetter's
fig. 1, dated 30. 5. 1929.

After having written my short notes on the maritime cancellations on the
1927 Fuad issue I have found amongst some duplicates one more item which
might be of interest. It is a pair of the 20-mills blue (large format) with
a very clear impression of the AUSONIA postmark (Mr Whetter's fig. 1) and
the date "... 4 35 ", The day of the month has unfortunately fallen outside
the stamps. This means that this postmark was used on the Ausonia as late as
in April 1935, which is about half a year later than recorded by Mr Whetter.

PFO TEVERE
I can add a "latest date'" to Mr Whetter's notes, viz. 16 Feb. 1930.

MARSETLLE GARE B'CHES DU RHONE PAQUEBOT
Of this one I have a copy, dated 20 ... 1932."

ESPERIA, GANGE, HELOUAN, VIENNA

Postmarks from these ships are also in my collection, and especially the
HELOUAN cancellations seem to be fairly frequent. All the postmarks are
dated within the limits given by Mr Whetter.

OTHER SHIPS *?

I have also found two postmarks which I cannot place. As far as I can
see, there must have been a ship ERITREA with a postmark of her own.
Amongst my ship cancellations I have found a 5-mills Fuad 1927 with part of
a circular postmark, showing (..)RITREA at the bottom of the postmark between
double circles (similar to Mr Whetter's fig. 10). I have also a 13-mills
stamp of the same issue with clear (.....)EA at top and ...TINO at bottom.
Most of the date has fallen outside the stamp but one can read the final
figures, viz. 35 XIV.

Was there a ship named ERITREA, not mentioned by Mr Whetter ?

May I add one more item, althcugh it belongs to the first Fuad issue ?
I have a 15-mills stamp of 1923 bearing a postmark, similar to Mr Whetter's
fig. 2 At top there is the name NETTUNO and at bottom (w thin brackets)
(ROMA), and the date is 21. 6. 26. This must also be a naritime cancellation,
but I have never seen another copy. (See illustration on page 81 ).

* * * *

Lars Alund is to give a display to The Royal Philatelic Society, London, on
8 October, entitled 'Egypt'.

Lars Alund writes that, due to three eye-operations and other personal reasons,
he has unfortunately not been able to take part in the activities of Egypt
Study Circle for some time. He hopes to be more diligent frm now on, and the
Addional Notes above are just the start. We all look forward to having more
contributions of this calibre, and we hope that the operations have been
completely successful. - Editor.
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Fuad 1927 Issue - 3-Mills Value - Flaw on No. 100

Comment by J. S. Horesh (ESC 118)

I refer to Bill Andrews' query in the June 1981 Q.C., No. 118, regarding
the blob on the knot of the tie in the portrait.

T have a strip of the two bottom rows with control A/29 showing the same

flaw, which I believe has been called the "tie pin flaw'. The stamps are
diagonal screen and the strip is from the first pane. Both Bill Andrews'
strips also appear to be from the first panes. T do not have any loose stamps

with this flaw.

Following the Editor's line of thought I would offer a possible explanation
that the flaw is on the multi-positive and that it was used for both A/26 and
A/29 but that the grid used - before ''photographing" on to the carbon tissue -
for the former was horizontal, and for the latter diagonal (see articles by
the late Dr Gordon Ward in London Philatelist, 1948).

Q UESTTION TIME - NEW QUESTIONS
Qe Time 32 - TFlaws on 1915 Official (litho) Overprint

Question put by Dr S. Luitse (ESC 232)

For several years I havs had, in ny collection of Egyptian Officials, a sheet
of the 1915 lithographed overprint, with a lot of overprint defects, about
which I have never heard or seen anything.

My question: are these known varieties and, if so, what went wrong with
the printing at Boulac ?

Description of the sheet, Plate No. 3 :-

Stamp No. 1 - Left upper corner: [ indication mark
- Stop in front of, above, and inside, letter '0O!
2 to 10 - Stop in front of, and inside, letter '0O'
10 - Right upper corner: ~ 1 indication mark
11 - Stop in front of, and inside, letter 'O
12 to 20 - Stop inside letter 'O’
14, 15 - Stop between JJ ; third dot over the two dots of f-
making _J4
23 - Stop inside letter '0'
2k, 25, 29 - Stop between yah and ra S
26, 29, 31, 39 - Stop inside letter '0'
34 - ra blurred or double
35 - Dot in 'E' of 'FIVE', and between yah and ra

36, 38v 39’ 44, 45, 499 503 51’ 64’ 85, 94, 95 = Stop in '0!

Please refer to illustration of the sheet on page 79.

Q. Time 33 - 1908 Official Cachet - Question put by G.M.Dorman (ESC 211)
The postcard illustrated, which was used on 10 March 1908, is franked with
the normal rate of 4 mills. It also carries a strike of an official cachet
ON HIS HIGHNESS SERVICE / AIDE - DE - CAMP , with Crescent and Star.
ESC Members to whom I have shown it have not seen this mark before. Can

anybody help ? When T return from abroad I might try delving in the War Museum
archives to see if there is anything on an officer, Herbert Jarvis, serving then.
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Q. Time 34 - Greek Consular Agencies in Egypt - Question put by

T. Dacos (ESC 220)

I have an entire sent from the Consular Agency of Greece at Shibin-el-Kom to

Madam Tmilie Douca, Alexandrie. Dispatch and delivery were effected on the
same day, 31st July, 1887.
The Consular strike appears on both sides of the envelope. It is a greenish-

blue double circular strike bearing between the circles the inscription in
Greek: Consular Agency of Greece at Shibin el Kom. 1In the centre is the Greek
State Royal Emblem. Four black Post Office bilingual handstamps show the route
which the letter has followed:-

1) SHIBIN EL KOM-TANTA (front)
2) TANTA-S (back - 'S' stands for Station)
2) CAIRE-ALEXANDRIE (front)
L) LI1EXANDRIE (back)

Tt is interesting to note that No. 1 and No. 3 handstamps are ambulant, and
that No. ? haudstamp bears a2 star and crescent.

No Posluge Stamps or other adhesives were used.
I enzlose Xerox copies for easy scrutiny (illustrated).
Wh=t puzzles me is this :-

1}  Why there are no adhesives

) What do we know about Greek Consular Agencies in Egypt? When did
they open, when did they close, in which towns did they operate ?

3) Did other similar Agencies exist for the British or French?

) How rare are these Consular Agency strikes of Greece ?

5) The envelope shows a handwritten reference No. LOL. Would that
mean that 4OL4 letters have been dispatched, or is it just the
reference number of the document which had been enclosed and that
the preceding 403 documents were not all necessarily forwarded
by post ?

I would appreciaté hearing comments from ESC Members.

Q. Time 35 - Registered Letter posted out of course - Question put
by J.M.Murphy (ESC 240)

I wonder if any Member
unusual marking ? It is
(6.05 em x 1.5 cm), reads
BOITE AUX LETTRES. It

can help me with further information about this

in a long rectangular box with rounded corners
FOUND IN IETTER BOX / Arabic / TROUVE DANS IA
is struck twice in black - once smudged and once

faint - on what is unfortunately only a front of a Postal Stationery envelope
(H & G B6 of 1889, wmk inverted), additionally franked witb a 10-mill of the
De La Rue 1914 issue (wide wmk) to cover the Registration fee to London.
Despite being marked 'Registered' in red ink and underlined in the top left
corner, which also carries a black on white CAIRE Registration labei No. 791
(bottom right of the sheet, since only top and left are perforated), and
despite being crossed in blue pencil, the cover is cancelled by the Cairo G
cds for 7-.X.18.3.45PM, indicating its having passed through the normal mails.
But the envelope was spotted by a sharp-eyed sorting clerk, marked FOUND IN
LETTER BOX, and cancelled again the next day at Cairo R.D. (number illegible,
may be 4) of -80C.18.9.-A.

Presumably a) the messenger entrusted with its safe delivery to the
Registration section merely popped it into the nearest post box, indicating
that the CAIRE Registration label was available in the business office where
the cover was prepared; and b) if the manuscript '9' in pencil on the cover
indicates its number among a batch; there once were at least eight similar
covers with the unusual FOUND IN LETTER BOX marking.
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Question Time 34 - Greek Consular Agency in Egypt - Free Franking

- -
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2nd Issue - Variety IMPERF BETWEEN on 20 para

New Maritime Cancel - NETTUNO (ROMA) —3
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Q. Time 36 - 'RETURN TO SENDER' - Question put by J.M.Murphy /ESC 2L0)

This marking is on a cover sent from Leeds on 5 AU 41 to an address in
Kubbeh Gardens, Cairo, only to find that the would-be recipient had already
returned to England. The reverse carries in black the usual UNCLAIMED /Arabic
/NON RECLAME boxed marking of Cairo (rectangle 3.35 x 2.1 cm) and the front,
also in black, the large RETURN TO SENDER / Arabic / RESTITUER A L'EXPEDITEU
referred to by Dr Gordon Ward in L'OP Vol. IX No. 92, page 212, October 1955
(7.5 x 3 em; Dr Ward's illustration is slightly larger and narrower, struck
on 24 July 1939). But of more interest is an oval (3.8 x 2.5 cm) marking in
red-lilac reading RETURN TO SENDER above and Arabic equivalent below,
enclosing a rectangular boxed (2.0 x 0.8 cm) date slug for -4.DE.41.

The cover had already taken a long time to reach Egypt (franked 2%d) - from
August 5 to the Heliopolis (indicating Air Mail ?) and Hadra El-Qubba back-
stamps for 20 OC 41 - and it did not return, to London F.S. 1(?2)20, until
19 MR 42, when it was additionally stamped UNDELIVERED FOR REASON STATED /
RETURN TO SENDER in purple and marked by the recipient 20 MAR 42. Such
is the large size and clear handwriting of the return address that I suspect
this is a philatelic cover, sent off with no hope of delivery. If so, Mr
George S. Holdsworth, of Farsley, Leeds, must have been well pleased with his
collection of markings !

NEW DISCOVERY ON 1869 2nd ISSUE - by Themis Dacos (ESC 220)

20-Para - Variety: ' IMPERFORATE BETWEEN '

Some months ago, having bought a large stock of used stamps for study, mainly
of the De La Rue 1886-1905 issues, I found among them a used horizontal pair of
the Second Issue 20 para green IMPERFORATE BETWEEN. (See illustration).

The stamps of the pair are Types III and IV. The second stamp, Type IV,
bears the extra dot on the bottom left first Arabic word which assures that the
issue is of 1869, Stone B.

The pair is genuine. Dr Peter Smith and Mr Peter Feltus confirm this and
also state that they have never come across a similar variety on the 20 para
until now. As expected, the variety is not included in the Zeheri catalogue,
but similar varieties are recorded for the 5 para, 1 and 2 piastre values,
Zeheri numbers 8c, 11b and 12f respectively.

Naturally I felt curious why this variety appears on three values (now 4)
and not on all six of this issue. So I went through several past Auction
catalogues, including the Palace Sale, and also through the previous Zeheri
catalogues. The only thing I found was an insertion in the Zeheri 1939
edition for a similar variety on the 10 para value, numbered as Zeheri 9d.
Later, however, it has been omitted from subsequent editions. Perhaps it was
found later to be a fake - I wish I knew !

Now, after this find of mine on the 20 para, it seems possible that this
'Imperforate Between' variety may well have occurred on the other values.
Although it may be unlikely that we shall ever be able to find this variety on
other values, we should bear in mind that my 'find' has taken 112 years to
come to light ! So there is always hope !

It would be interesting to know how the stamps of the Second Issue were
perforated; perhaps the answer to this variety may lie there. I invite
Members of the Circle, who have studied this subject, kindly to enlighten me
as to this aspect of the production of the stamps. If, possibly, such a
study exists and has been published in the past, it might be thought worthy
of being re-published as it would enrich the knowledge of newer members.

* * *
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