






































A. P. O.  ABBASSTA 12 April 1920
Twopence Registered Letter rate to ENGLAND
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Twopence Registered Letter rate to ENGLAND

’M.—p.-—--—_,-q-v._»- S S r——y L = - = e

l v
Z'z rc ks '*.f“”'“"“"l--

|68
7? ’U Q/C:BKL C{ Hg/)z,,_

..... PP re o D B

,}ZZ?Z.(Z LJL5~49—~7(

Mo, A Yo <
@\(éoz(rﬂ (.7]LM7
VL 7)un<4( b

—\_, —— T —

96



FILFTY YEARS ON . . . - F.W.Benians (ESC 123)

Today there are many specialist societies catering for varied needs and
interests. The Egypt Study Circle was one of the first to be formed to
study and specialise in a specific field. And now we are approaching the
Golden Jubilee of the fou .ing of our society.

In the very early days it would appear that Dr W. Byam, O0.B.E., and his
friends met in each others' homes to study, discuss and mutually to learn
from each others' collections. Those who attended were by invitation only.
From this grew the idea of forming a specialist society which was to have
some very precise rules and a code of conduct.

The issue of L'Orient Philatelique dated April 1936 carried one of the
first reports of the proceedings of our society :-

" The 'Egypt Study Circle ' "

" Founded on January 23rd 1935, the circle has met on the following
dates: March 23rd, May 4th, September 14th, October 12th and
December 7th, 1935, also on January 25th and February 22nd 1936,
at the residence of the Chairman, Dr W. Byam O0.B.E., 92 Harley
Street, London, W.1.
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" Keeper of the Philatelic Record A.S.Mackenzie-Low
" Secretary-Treasurer F.S.Mumford
" Exchange Superintendent E.F.Hurt
" List of Founder Members with their Reference Numbers :-
i Ref No. , Ref No.
1  Thompson, G. Seymour 13 Thompson, Dr R.J.C.
2 Mackenzie-Low, A.S. x 14 Hinde, William C.
3 Byam, Dr W., O0.B.E. x 15 Blomfield, R. Seymour
L Lowe, Hubert F x 16 Boulad, Jean
5 Grylls, Col. G x 17 Fox, Chalres
6 Weakley, Dr L 18 Diena, Emilio
7 Alterskye, C. G. 19 Worthington Wilmer, Col. I.R.
8 Armstrong x 20 Bramble, Major J.J.
9 Hurt, E.F. x 21 Angeloglou, E.L.
10 Hearn, Capt G.L. x 22 Mumford, F.S.
11 Kalman, D.H. x 23 Ilubran, Dr John
12 Stead, Col. Richard 24k Sillitoe, F.S.

LI

™

X

" Members whose names are marked with a 'x' have joined the re-constituted

Circle, also S. Lord (25) and J.R.Raeburn (26). "

Then followed Report No. 1, being the Interim Report on Study IV which
had been entrusted to Mr A.S.Mackenzie-Low, 'Pre-stamp Egypfian Postal
History in the nineteenth century, and the Posta Eyropea'.

The objectives and organisation of g Study Circle were summarised in
detail in a paper which Dr W. Byam read before Congress on the morning of
June 23rd, 1938, held that year at Cambridge, when he defined a Study
Circle as :-

" A group of philatelists bound together by a common interest; with a
desire to study the stamps they collect; and acknowledging no order

of seniority, in that a Circle has neither top nor bottom, ends nor sides-

As - with every circle, a centre there must be: a member who acts as
chairman; and on his powers of leadership and his capacity for
inspiring interest and enthusiasm much of the success of the Circle
will depend. Such a leader should not always occupy the centre of
the group but should delegate his functions to each member of the
periphery as occasion offers. The ‘common interest' which was

/ Continued . . .
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Fifty Years on . & @ Continued

" preferred to in the definition may be one of many kinds: the stamps
of a single country, or countries, allied politically or geographically;
the process by which the stamps were produced; the uses to which
the stamps are put . . . One of the charms of our hobby is that it
attracts its devotees in such countless ways. Those having a
'common interest' are scattered far and wide and yet a circle may
bind them together. To some extent, on joining a circle, they
sink their individuality in an effort to promote the study they
attempt; the knowledge to be obtained from the collections they are
forming becomes common property of them all; a bond of fellowship
is created gnd much happiness results. "

On the matter of research, he said :-

" When research work is to be attempted, a team, acting under the
guidance of an experienced leader, is often able to tackle a problem
which may be too unwieldy for an individual working alone; but
the converse is not equally true, for too great a number of co-workers
may lead to confusion and dissipation of effort.

In respect to the procedure then adopted by the Egypt Study Circle :-

" Studies: each year a full list of studies was drawn up, some of
which had been going for over two years, while others were marked
'not yet opened'. When a study was to be opened it was reported
in the agenda, and members were requested to bring or send relative
material from their collections. All relative notes were made by
the Keeper of the Record, but it became apparent that when some
members had shown their material they began to lose interest and the
study was put aside in an unfinished state. To stimulate progress
a summary was made by the Keeper of the Philatelic Record, and a
volunteer would take charge of the study to act as leader to
continue the research. "

(Of the list for the 1938 Season, it is interesting to see that Study VI
- 'The Postal Markings of Egypt in the Nineteenth Century' had been entrusted
to R. Seymour Blomfield, and this is still going strong. A truly remarkable
record - may he be spared to complete his half century of effort on our behalf).

In his talk, Dr Byam spoke of the possibility of publishing the results of
the studies. This idea grew and 'The Book', as it later became generally
known, became the focus of much effort with special meetings being set aside
for its consideration. But alas ! the pressing weight of modern times has
engulfed this worthy project. The work done must not be altogether lost to
us, but where it is possible could be used as a basis of articles in the Q.C.
To this we can all add our own knowledge and data.

Though many of our separate studies are well looked after, some may be
lagging in completeness, remembering that studies, like cars, need continual
maintenance if they are not tobecome corroded. Their well-being is completely
dependent upon individual members' ability to work and to 'care' for them.
Something new is always coming to light.

Dr Byam, in outlining the organisation of a circle, expressed the
desirability of the routine business being undertaken by the Executive
Committee, this consisting of the Secretary/Treasurer, the Keeper of the
Philatelic Record, the Exchange Packet Superintendent, the Leader of the
Circle, and such others as may be deemed necessary, these officers to be
elected to serve for one year:-

" To meet current needs, new offices have since been created, with the
subsequent transfer of some of the duties. "

/ Continued . . .
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Fifty Years on o« o o Continued

With the approach of our Golden Jubilee it has been expressed that it
would not come amiss if something of the aims of Dr Byam and his friends
be recorded:-

" To advance the interest and knowledge of all philatelic
aspects of Egypt. "

Their foresight and endeavours have left to us a legacy of comradeship
and the joy of meeting our fellow members at our International Exhibitions.
The gatherings, too, of those who are able to meet our overseas members
when visiting the United Kingdom.

The value of the exchange of knowledge is as important today as ever it
was in the past, and will continue to be so as each succeeding generation
of the future takes the stage.

- F. W. Benians (ESC 123)

UPDATA 1 4 "Star & Bridge" Cancellations

Submitted by L.C.J. Lars Alund (ESC 105)

Having seen the tables of the earliest and latest dates of the "Star and
Bridge' cancellations (ESC Type XI) I have had a look at my own collection of
these postmarks. I did not find much of public interest but, all the same,
I can extend the dates of use in both directions (so to speak) in some cases
as will be seen from the following list :-

Town: ISMAILIA 15. IX. 15 (in blue)
LUQSOR 8(?) III. 14
PORT-TAUFIQ ees VIII. 07
SUEZ ()0. III. 19

I enclose photostatic copies of these cancellations.

The above-mentioned dates mean new latest dates for Ismailia, Lugsor
and Suez and a new earliest date for Port-Taufiq.
Lars Alund (ESC 105)

*** The illustrations are reproduced on page 100 and some have been

retouched for printing. The Ismailia cover is also of interest because of

its 'named Military Datestamp'. - Editor.

QUESTTION TIME New Question

Q. Time 37 - CONSTANTINOPLE (?) Date Stamp  Submitted by B.B.Owen (ESC 259

What is the complete name on this c.d.s. ? It appears to be of
Constantinople (Turkey) but, to be symmetrical, there must be at least ten
characters after the second 'N'. The date is in French, as also seems the
word ' ARR . . '

Note: I have been informed by Major E.L.G.MacArthur (ESC 125) that these
odd cancellations have been seen in the past, e.g. NAIROBI, LAGOS, etc. They
have been attributed to letters arriving with stamps uncancelled from Egypt,
and have been cancelled by the arrival post office, so as to preclude their
further use.

Please see illustration on page 102.
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UPDATA 14 - " STAR & BRIDGE " Cancels

- New Dates

- Lars Alund (ESC 105)
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ISSUES

by C. E

101
H. Defriez

(all stamps are printed Rotogravure by Postal Printing House, A.R.Egypt, and
with watermark Multiple Eagle unless noted otherwise)

Commemorative Stamps

SG 1424

Occasion

Date of issue
Designer

Design

Denomination
Sheet

Stamp dimensions
Perforation
Quantity printed
Supplementary

Occasion

Date of issue
Designer

Design
Denomination
Sheet

Stamp dimensiops
Perforation
Quantity printed
Supplementary

Occasion
Date of issue

Designer

‘Design

Denomination
Sheet

Stamp dimensions
Perforation
Quantity printed
Supplementary

Festivals 1980 (Folklore)

8th August 1980
Lotfy el Sawaf

Erksous Seller and
Nakrazan Player

10 mills
100 (10 x 10) No watermark
25 x 30 mm
11
5,000,000
SG 1426
United Nati
24 tn Octobe

Sami Rafei
Islamic & Coptic Capitals
70 mills

35 (7 x5)
Lo x 4O mm
113
500,000

UNESCO Campaign for the
saving of Egyptian monuments
(Islamic and Coptic)

sG 1428

Start of the 15th Century
(E1 Hegira Calendar)

9th November 1980 A.D.
1st Muharm 1401 A.H.

Nadia Abdel Fattah

Spider's Web, dove, olive
branch within crescent, El1
Kaaba and E1l Nabawi Mosque

45 mills

35 (7 x 5) No Watermark
4o x 42 mm

11

500,000

Printing: Off-set Litho
and Photogravure

SG 1425

Seventh Anniversary of Suez
Crossing

6th October 1980
Kamal Hammouda

*6th October' written in'
English & Arabic, Building
Construction & Peace Doves

20 mills
25 (5 x 5)
51 x 43 mm
1 x 113
500,000

Printing:

No watermark

Off-set litho

SG 1427
on s Day
r 1980
Wahib Farag
I.T.U. Emblem
140 mills
35 (7 x5)

4o x 40 mm
11%
500,000

International Telecommunications
Day

SG 1422

Opening of Third Branch of
Suez Canal

16th December 1980

Nadia Abdel Fattah

Ships carrying cargo of 60,000
tons & 150,000 tons symbolizing
deepening of the Canal

70 mills

50 (5 x 10)
43 x 26 mm
1% x 11
500,000

President Sadat opened the 3rd
branch of the Canal on 16th
Dec. 1980 and celebrated the

completion of the 1st stage of deepening & wideni»:.
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NEW ISSUES - August to December, 1980

and their SPECTIAL CANCELLATIONS

SG 1425 SG 1425
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QUESTION TIME
Q. Time 37

What is the full name on this c.d.s. ?

How is it arranged symmetrically ?
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" INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS " - WAGHORN STYLE

by F. Rowland Hill (ESC 212)

It is to be feared that all was not sweetness and light in the Waghorn
organization - we hear of too many employees being sacked, one way or anotheer.
Let us start with an appropriately obscure matter of Mr Mills.

There is an undated letter from Waghorn to Haslam, immediately before one
of Waghorn's departures to Egypt. I, for no very good reason, consider it to
date to 1835. It refers to an effort to get a job for a relation, young Mills,
with the Pilot Service. Miss Sankey states that there is no trace of any
Mills ever getting such a job. 1In an auction sale catalogue there appears
a letter of 1837 from H.P.Mills to J.Morton, Waghorn's representative in
Cairo (contents not specified) and Waghorn's reply to Mills firing him.
Whether this was the same Mills is questionable, and what his letter did to
infuriate Waghorn is unknown, but the incident is worth noticing, as there is
a suggestion that Mills was pushing his snout into what, at least in Waghorn's
estimation, was none of his business. This is, as far as I know, the only
mention of Mr Morton either.

Now let us push on to 1840, and begin with the deplorable Mr Stubbs, The
Man Who Lost The January Periodicals.

" 6 Jany 1840

" . . . The Periodicals despatched by you early in December . . .
did not reach Marseilles in time . . . I enclose part of Mr Stubbs
letters of 6th and 16th respecting them . . .

" What day did you despatch the Periodicals in question to Mr Stubbs ?
Was he to blame or not for not having them at Marseille by the 11th
Decr., "

So Mr Stubbs was already a marked man over the December Periodicals, and
worse was to come.

" 25 Jany 1840

" I am sorry to tell you that the french Steamer arrd here yesterday
did not bring . . . Periodicals altho I see by the enclosed rough
of Mr Stubbs that they got to him . . . Encloz Mr Stubbs lost make
him pay up to 31 Decr instantly. I cannot get it out of my mind
that he is a bad one - surely there is plenty of people at
Boulogne, Mr Ince for Instance if you can't get a better. Mr
Stubbs is a bad one depend on it. "

What Mr Stubbs lost is not specified. By 7 February the Periodicals were
still missing . . .

" . . . I send you an incld letter (portion of one of our Mr Stubbs)
dated 6th Jany stating that the said Periodicals had come to him,
but how he send them on I don't know, as Gowers do not know . . .«
therefore Stubbs never adviced Gower of sending themon . . . I
have all along told you to decharge Stubbs. I am now convinced
this delay to the January Periodicals . . .is owing to his
negligence . . . Stubbs must be to blame.

"I now write to Stubbs telling him that it is my opinion his
negligence is the cause of the non arrival of Janry Periodicals
in Egypt. " '

Mr Stubbs was duly 'decharged' and replaced by Mr Ince, who was still
acting as Boulogne agent in June.

At the end of the year terrible things came to light about Mr Brown, the
agent in Bombay; here we have a man who had had two years' training and
still fell down on the job.

/ Continued . . .
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" Tndustrial Relations '"" -  Waghorn Style - Continued

" 14 Novr 1840

" ., . . you did wrong about writing to Frith to pay Brown . . .
" 27 Decr 1840

" ., . . Messrs McGregors give us a very bad a/ct of Mr Brown and
that they cannot become our agents . . . but that they have
appointed Messrs Callett & Co Booksellers at Bombay as our agents

subject to our approval vice Brown. "
Who McGregors were, other than some sort of merchants, I don't know.
" 20 Jany 1841

" . . . having had complaints of my late agent Mr Brown who was two
years with me in England training I have dismissed him & appointed
Messrs Callett . . ."

" 6 Feby 1841

" . . o Mr Brown has turned out very bad indeed & owes us by his
own admission £90 independant of totally neglecting our interests
at Bombay &c &c &c. "

One wonders if he succumbed to boredom and Booze. Also why he needed two
years' training for a job which apparently any local merchants or booksellers
could do in their spare time. But all was not well. Messrs Callett (whose
name Waghorn spells differently every time) dropped a pyramid-sized brick at
the first attempt.

" 23 Feb 1841

" Recharge all these parcels at half our usual rates, as Callet &
Co have not understood our instructions & have not charged scarcely
anything on them. They have cost us four times what they
received for coming thro' Egypt alone. "

Wow ! ! ! !
Between these, and almost simultaneously, there were the old hand, Mr
Langley, and the mysterious by apparently tragic Captain Nicholson.

Mr Langley had been agent in Madras and, indeed, his name appears on one
of the cachets - Sidebottom's type 5 - the only agent whose name does so.
Did he make his own ? However the problem of the cachets is another matter.
This cachet was superseded in 1839 by Type 9, presumably when Mr Langley went
to Alexandria. Trouble started in September.

" 27 Sept 1840

" Pay Mrs Langley no more money her husband is a good man but swears
at Mr Pathonier therefore when they meet they quarrel Mr Langley
is a very useful man but he will return by the "Great Liverpool
if she comes to Alexa., "

It seems a slight reason for sacking a good trusted old hand; surely he
could have been transferred to another office. Admittedly this could be
what is implied except for the stoppage of payments to his wife. However,
just to make things easier for his London staff . . .

" 17 Oct 1840
'"" Keep paying Mrs Langley her money mpr Quarter . . . "
« o« .« but in November . . .
" 5th Nov 1840
" Mr Langley will return by the "Oriental' this month to England,
don't pay his wife another farthing after 1st Octr last.

/ Continued . . .
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" Tndustrial Relations " -  Waghorn Style - Continued

" If Mr Langley returns to Egypt to bring his family & takes the
Suez Hotel as our tenant on his own account without salary from
me. So your office will be relieved of Mr Langley for the
future. "

Not at all clear what it was all about. One could speculate a good deal.
But the last of our examples is even more obscure. We first hear of Captain
Nicholson in the first letter Waghorn wrote on his return to Egypt from
England in August 1840. It would appear that he had appointed Captain
Nicholson to a job in the London Office whilst he was in England. At first
all seems wonderful . . . " 20 August 1840

" The enclosed note . . . is to be delivered by Capt. Nicholson
if he is at the office . . . "

" 7 Sept 1840

" On the first of every month I hope to hear from Capt. Nicholson
in his acct for each past month, & hope you all get on quietly
& profitably. "

« « o though that last bit seems to be more in hope than expectation. In
a P.S. to this letter . . .

" I beg Mr White, Capt. Nicholson & Mr Wheatley to accept my
best wishes . . . "

e o o Which is all very charming. But by 22 Sept. Capt. Nicholson is
apparently having delusions of grandeur . . .

" . . . tell Capt Nicholson I will have nothing to do with west
end rooms . . . "

" 27 Sept 1840
" Enclosed is a note to Capt. Nicholson which send . . . "
" . + + I suppose Capt. Nicholson will leave you. "

" 17 Oct 1840

" . . . tell Capt Nicholson we cannot afford to pay his services
in the present state of affairs. "

So apparently the trouble was financial. But Capt. Nicholson wouldn't go.
" 5 Nov 1840

" . . o If Capt Nicholsc.. has not left it is my wish that he
should. I can't afford to pay his services & I am determined
not to have them without payment. "

He seems just to have wanted to hang around the office, paid or not. He
was still there a fortnight later . . .

" 22 Nov 1840

" . . . It is my wish that Capt Nicholson leave your Office forthwith
as I do not see that his service is worth £10 a month . . . "

And then on 22nd December . . .
" I am sorry to hear Capt Nicholson ended his days so shockingly. "

That must mean suicide. One wonders why. The persistent refusal to go,
the apparent willingness to work without payment, was he just a lonely man
desperate for company, driven ouf ot his mind when he had to leave his
little job ?

Waghorn doesn't really seem too much affected.

F. Rowland Hill (ESC 212)
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A MODERN FORGERY 3

Faked Censor Mark on G.B.L.A. Covers ? -~ by John Cousins (ESC 202)

The story of the '"Great Bitter Lake Association' labels is pretty well
known. Suffice it to relate that, after the 1967 Arab-Israel war broke out,
fourteen ships of various nationalities were stranded in the Suez Canal.

To lighten their enforced idleness the G.B.L.A. was formed and with the
limited materials and methods available local ''stamps' were produced on
board some of the ships. Although initially a charge was made for the stamps
this soon proved impracticable and they were handed out freely to crew
members. There are reports that some covers bearing only G.B.L.A. stamps
passed through the posts without becoming liable to postage due charges -
surely unofficially !

Probably the majority of covers, at least in the early days, were used as
intended - routed through shipping agents to Port Tewfik, appropriate
Egyptian stamps added, and the covers consigned to the mercies of the Egyptian
Post Office. As a result, any genuine cover will bear G.B.L.A. label(s),
plus Egyptian stamps, with Port Tewfik c.d.s. and censor mark (usually of
Peter Andrews' type No. 32, and in one case, No. 27 - see Q.C. Vol. VIII,
No. 8).

Recently, however, Mr K. D. Knight (ESC 150) mentioned the possibility
of a forged censor mark on G.B.L.A. covers on which I should like to comment
further.

The mark in question is Peter Andrews No. 32 which, when perfect, appears
as shown in fig. 1. More commonly, due to over-inking, the Arabic
character 'saad' to the right of the number in the lower half of the mark
has the top loop filled in, as in fig. 2.

The forgery appears on, apparently, only one set of covers addressed to
a Mr R. E. Hornby (figures 3 & 4). Mr K. D. Knight has another such in his
collection. Only the character 'geem' to the left of the '9' passes muster.
The '9' itself is misshapen and the 'saad' to the right is misproportioned
and with no trace of the open upper loop even when under-inked, as in fig. 3.
In addition, the supposed Arabic characters in the upper half defy description.
Add to this the absence of a Tewfik c.d.s. or indeed zny c.d.s. either for
despatch or arrival, and the use of a Revenue stamp (fig. 3), and suspicion
that the censor mark is forged hardens into near-certainty.

***  Mr Cousins expresses the hope that his contribution will produce
some reaction - 'anything is better than a stony silence'. If YOU do not,
at present, have a contribution to submit, can you find something in this
issue to comment upon ?

To ensure that the G.B.L.A. fakes do not totally fail to produce a
reaction, I should like to enquire whether Mr Cousins has attempted to
contact Mr Hornby in Morecambe, the addressee of the faked covers ? He

must be a prime suspect ! Possibly, after a dozen years, he might be
willing to 'come clean'. - Editor.

QUESTION TIME New Question

Q. Time 38 - ' MARSEILLE / COURS AU CHAPITRE ' c.d.s. - Submitted by

P.E.Whetter (ESC 133)

In a recent mixed lot of Postal Stationery etc. Robson Lowe selected for
special mention: " a picture postcard used to Beira with 2m and 3m stamps
and France 25c¢, all just tied by '""Marseille / Cours au Chapitre ' c.d.s. of
2L Sept 1898. Is anything known about this datestamp please ?
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