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I 1 1 U S T R A T I 0 N S t 0 Q U E S T I 0 N T I M E 

Q. Time 40: 'Posted on the High Seas cancelling Fuad 13m 

also: Sea Post Office Backstamp 

Q. Time 41 French Ship Cancel INDUS 
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W A G H 0 R N THE DESPICABLE PRACTICES OF BOUCHER AND TOWNSEND 

Waghorn was everlastingly managing to get into trouble with one side or the 
other of his business, and it can't always have been someone else ' s fault. 
However, in this case, he couldn't have been personal l y r esponsible for a 
disaster, as the goods left England before he left Egypt , and the letter 
explains how he has been 'done'. Presumably the goods were for sale to 
passengers crossing Egypt in charge of his agency . 

"Thomas Waghorn Esqr 

"Dear Sir 

London 

" Alexandria 4th May 1840 

Now that I have inspected in great part the goods per 'Minerva ' I feel it 
necessary in order that you may regulate the payment of t he differ ent 
Tradesmen who supplied them to give you a few hints on the Subject :-

First Boucher -- Without an exception I have never beheld a more 
miserable assortment of things and (with few exceptions) they are totally 
unsaleable. There are hardly 12 plates alike and as to the Cups and Saucers 
his prices are shameful for the quality he has sent, - on referring to Invoice 
I find that he charges 6 shillings a dozen for Cups and Saucers and the very 
same article can be had here from RetaiJers, who purchase from Todds, for 5 
shillings, how can he have the conscience to make such charges ? In fact Mr 
Boucher has sent you all the Rubbish be had in his Wa r ehouse & Charged you the 
highest price for them, and I Suggest the necessity of your making a reduction 
of at least from 30 to 40 % on his account otherwise you must inevitably lose 
from 20 to 30 % by him. Cutlery It has all come out i n good order but the 
prices are exorbitant. I can purchase the very same article (for I have 
compared them) can be bought here for 36 shillings a Set. You must in your 
own defence cut off 30 per cent on this account, otherwise you will gain a 
loss. Soda Water -The 14 Casks have arrived safe minus the Bottles. The 
packing was bad & the casks worse, more than half the Bottles are broken in 
some of the Casks. This might have been attributed to t he Stowing on Bd the 
ship or carelessness in getting them up had I not been present Myself when 
three of them which were in the best apparent order when in the hold having 
gone to pieces in hoisting them up, & I can verily state the utmost care was 
used by Captain & men in getting them out. You should claim 30 percent at 
least on this a/c for negligent packing &c &c & if you have not already paid 
the account, most decidedly don't pay it, without thi s reduction be made. 
Seltzer Water all right Umbrellas & 3 Cases of Hats are to hand & all in 
good order - these will answer however it is a pity there were not ~ of a 
better quality sent of course you have had a discount on these, as the prices 
noted in the invoice a.re precisely the same they are retailed at in town. 
Case of Stationery all correct & in good order. Pickles, Sauces & Preserves 
etc etc come in most admirable order, the breakage is but trifling. The 
only thing to be found fault with is that there has been so much sent we will 
not get rid of our present stock in 2 years. 

Boucher was not responsible for all this rubbish, though no other name is 
given in the letter, and the excess of Pickles etc must be due to ,faulty ordering 
but one way and another it's a sad picture, and there was more to come when 
Mr Pothonier found time for another look . " 

On 21st May we hear :-

"The goods pr 'Minerva' arrived at a very unpropitious moment we have not 
been able to get rid of but very few of these." (Presumably the Umbrellas and 
Seltzer water and perhaps some Stationery - the rest looks like a dead loss). 
" While upon this subject it is but proper to r emark tha t Townsend has 
regularly done you in the Hats . They are all of the same size and too small 
for any reasonable man. The fact is that Mr Townsend coupled Boucher took 

/ Continued • • • 
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WAG HORN Boucher and Townsend Continued 

" the opportunity of sending us what they could not f ind sale for in London. 
Indeed the Minerva goods taking them one with another i s a very sad affair you 
have been charged unconscionable prices for the greater part of them and 
such as we can make little or no profit on." 

It is a bit surprising that they could make anything at all. With all 
respect to the enterprising Boucher and Townsend, t he principle of ordering 
goods in London, apparently unseen and at prices which, wholesale, only 
equalled the retail prices in Alexandria, s ee ms to be profoundly uneconomic, 
as there would be the cartage and breakage to take into account also. Are 
we really surprised that the firm was everlastingly i n economic c haos ? 

Anyway let us close with the picture of Waghorn ' s staff knee deep in 
unsaleable crockery, cutlery and hats, wading around in broken glass, swimming 
in Soda Water and living on Pickles and Sauces in order to get rid of the 
stuff somehow. 

F. Rowland Hill (ESC 212) 

B 0 0 K L E T S GALORE by P.E . Whetter (ESC 133) 

It all started with a telephone call. "Would I be coming to the next 
meeting ?" "Yes, indeed." "Well, there's a bit of a gap in the programme 
- do you think you could bring your Booklet Collection ?" 

I said 11I suppose so", trying to put as much reluctance into my voice as 
I could, without actually saying 'No'. It isn't that I mind showing my bits 
and pieces but the fact is I hadn't got a Booklet Collection. At least, not 
the kind of collection that we drool over at Circle meetings - rare pieces 
(where do they find them ?) beautifully written up with knolwedgeable 
descriptions, plus an erudite commentary. What I had was a shoe box (nearly 
antique- 'best willow calf: 12/6d') full of booklets and odd notes on scraps 
of paper. Apart from additions here and there most of the contents hadn't 
seen the light of day for 30 years or more. 

Armed with the fine article by Jean Boulad d'Humieres and A. John Revell 
in L.O.P. 127 - to whom many thanks - plus a French dictionary and H.R.Work's 
listing I could at least make a start by putting them all in date order. 
This done, how should I mount them ? Would Circle members - always assuming 
they wanted to see the confounded things at all - prefer to see the cover, 
the stamps inside, or even the interleaving covered with unintelligible Arabic 
characters ? Or should I "explode" them all - this would make mounting 
easier. No, I couldn't do this, exploding first and second issue booklets 
seems nothing short of vandalism - it wouldn't exactly increase their value, 
either ! A dynamic decision : I will fix t he back cover to the album page 
with photo corners- in the event, the staples and stitching were a bit of a 
nuisance - leaving the booklet free to be opened at will. Or so I thought. 
Putting the whole lot in glassine envelopes makes this a trifle difficult 
but I'll cross this bridge at the meeting. 

I have finished. The duplicates are back in the shoe box and I have a 
collection - yes, a collection- not a hoard. 

Some notes on selected items I intend to produce - or will have produced by 
the time this article appears - may not be out of place. I have one example 
of the first issue (Work No. 1) with each stamp overprinted " SPECIMEN " 
(Figure 1 on page 135). My notes say "believed to be uniqye" but I hesitate 
to claim that it is. If I am ever bold enough to claim a "latest date", to 
be sure someone will come along with a date so much later than mine that I 
have to alter my write-up to "early use" ! 

/ Continued • • • 
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Booklets Galore Continued 

By the same token I expect to find not only that there are plenty of 
11 SPECIMEN 11 boo s around but that there will be inverted overprints, double 
overprints, oveprprints in inverted commas and so on . I will continue to hope. 
The first issue booklet sold originally at a premium of 1 mill over the price 
of the stamps themselves which apparently proved unpopular with the public. 
I n 1911 the premium was abolished, the official notice indicating that from 
1st July 1916 the selling price would be 120 mills and that the price on 
exis ting booklets would be altered by hand. J.B.d'H. and A.J.R. say in 
French and loosely translatei.: "We have still not seen booklets on which the 
sal e price has been corrected by hand, nor booklets on which the price printed 
on the cover is 120 milliemes. But that is not to ssy that they will not be 
found." I have two examples of the 120-mill booklet and it is interesting to 
note that the cover, printed bl ack on blue, has been re-designed with the text 
in Arabic and English. (Figure 2 on page 135). Advertisements appear on 
the inside of the front cover, on both sides of the interleaving sheets and 
on rear cover, details as follow 

Cover 

F r o n t 

Description, Arabic, English 
Imprimerie Safarowsky 
Simonds Double Stout 
L.C.Smith Visible Typewriter 
Richard Preller, Relieur 
Luna Park, Heliopolis 
Finck & Bayloender, Succ. 

B a c k 

Gasmotoren - Fabrik Deutz 
Rudolf Boehm & Co 
Reinhold Eichhorn 
Lawrence & Mayo - Opticians 
A. Preiner, Fils 
P . Dittrich, Photographer 
Tivoli, Cairo 

Both of the books I have carry the same advertisements. 

The second booklet issued, priced at 73 mills for 24 x 3-mill stamps was 
also unpopular and in 1907 the existing stock was passed to post office counters 
f or the stamps to be removed and sold in the normal way. J.B.d'H. says: 
"thi sexplains, without doubt, why they are so rare " and asks: "Who then are 
the present happy owners ?" I have one complete book - stapled left and with 
plain interleaving. 

The third booklet issued was offered at 125 mills, a premium of 5 mills, 
until the 1st January 1919, when the price was reduced to 120 mills. J.B.d'H. 
and A.J.R. mention that they have not seen this booklet with the printed price 
125 mills, that is, the first printing. I have one example of the first 
printing which is identical to the illustration on page 296 of L.O.P. 127, 
except that the price is shown as "125" in English and Arabic. Proof, if 
proof be needed, that they do exist ! The interleaving is plain, which 
suggests that only the second printing carried advertisements . 

I have one example of the 120-mill, 2nd issue Fuad (Work 8) which I do not 
think has been recorded. The inside front cover, one side of the interleaving 
and both sides of the back cover bear an advertisement in Arabic, English and 
French: "Space to let for Advertisements. For full particulars apply to 
G.P.O. Alexandria." (Figure 3 on page 135). In spite of this "advert for 
adverts" I do not recall having seen any Fuad or later booklets with 
commercial advertising. 

John Revell in his article in L.O.P. 119, page 25, mentions tha~ during 
t he printing of the 5m stamps for the 210-mill booklet in 1930, a small 
quant i ty of paper was fed into the printing press incorrectly. As a result 
Di e Negative Type V was produced with inverted watermark and Die Negative 
Type I II with upright watermark. A.J.R. adds: "Booklets are recorded 
containing one or two panes of the 5-mill value with these watermark errors 
on both types of the die negative. In complete booklet form they are rare, 
but in complete booklets with die negative Type V and Control Number they 
are extremely rare." I have booklets containing single panes of each error 
but have yet to find one with two panes or with a Control Number. 

/ Continued • . . 
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Booklets Galore Continued 

Booklets are so rarely offered for sale, either by dealers or by auctioneers, 
that it is extremely difficult to assess the relative scarcity of any 
particular booklet. If members care to let me know what booklets they have 
I will try to publish a "league table" in a future Q.C. which may throw some 
light on this problem. Auction realisations might be useful, too. 

Whilst on the subject of values, I have long been intrigued by the Work 
listing of No. 18- "Soldier with Bayonet". The booklet stitched right is 
valued at$ 7~, but stitched left only$ 5 (at 1958 prices). These were 
presumably manufactured in equal quantities. Is it that fewer "stitched 
right" have survived ? My shoe box contained 4 "stitched right" against 5 
"stitched left". In the right direction but hardly conclusive 

P.E.Whetter (ESC 133) 

Note by Editor: The H.R.Work listing of Egypt Booklets was reproduced in 
"The Q.C." Vol. X, No. 5, Whole No. 109 (March 1979) together with an 
excellent review by Mr P.Andrews (ESC 122) . 

UNFRAMED 1 0 1 MARKING of the SUDAN J.M.Murphy (ESC 240) 

In a stimulating article (QC Vol. X, No. 8, pages 192, 196-205, Dec 1979) 
the late Ran Potter asked whether Egypt was the only country to use a handstamp 
- the framed 10 1 marking - to indicate that adhesives were not valid for 
postage. The cover illustrated on next page appears to indicate that Sudan at 
least did use a similar hadnstamp, although without a rectangular frame around 
the 1 0'. 

The cover emanates from the Khedivial Mail Line vessel S.S. TAIF, as shown 
by the ~lear oval cancellation struck in purple, and bears the 5 mills stamp 
of the 1928 Medical Conference. Use of an Egyptian stamp on an Egyptian 
ship should have been perfectly acceptable, but the date of posting (PORT 
SUDAN eds 7 AUG 29 on the reverse) eight months after its issue on 15 December 
1928 indicates the reason for the hqndstruck (in black) ' 0' placed slightly 
askew on the stamp ifself: the strike measures approximat~ly 45mm by 6omm. 
According to Zeheri, the stamp lost its validity on 16 March 1929, a three­
month currency. Instead of a framed 'T 1 postage due mark, as might have been 
expected, someone (perhaps even the notorious Mr Hendrey himself ?) then 
affixed a Sudan 5 mills definitive of the 1927 issue at top left of the 
envelope, and it was cancelled at PORT SUDAN QUAYS the same day. A machine 
cancel on the reverse indicates arrival in ALEXANDRIA on 13 AU 29. 

There are two tracings of the '0 1 -marking and, on close examination, I 
discover that the 10 1 is not a little distorted, having been struck from the 
lower right, with the result that that area is over-inked, with some spreading, 
and the top left is under-inked. At lower left there was clearly dirt or 
foreign matter on the hand-stamp which has prevented a full im?ression. My 
clearer sketch includes only the over-inking at lower right; the other 
attempts all the gradations of the impression. 

As a postscript to the above, an Egyptian cover of 1938, similarly franked 
with an out-of-date commemorative adhesive, bears no '0 1 marki ng at all but 
has been taxed . The Casino Palace Hotel envelope bears 1, 2 and 3 mills of 
the July 1937 "Boy King" definitive issue, a 4 mills deep green of the Fuad 
1927-37 issue, and the 5mills of the 1937 Ophthalmological Conference set. 
This latter , valid only from December 8 1937 to January 20 1938, was left 
uncancelled by the clerk using the PORT SAID I TRAFFIC I B handstamp of 
17 FE 38 11.30 A, and the rectangular boxed 1 T1 mark added, but no other 
indication of the commemorative stamp's invalidity. On arrival in Worthing 
the letter was charged 1d Postage Due on 24 FE 38. 
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EGYPTIAN SEA POST CANCELLATIONS Some Not es by Lars Alund (ESC 105) 

When I received No. 1 of the Q.C. of 1981 (Whole Series No. 117) I read 
wi t h int erest the notes by Mr Kenneth ~ Knight about Egyptian Paquebot 
Datestamps. As I am not specialised in this field I put this article aside 
f or l a ter use. 

137 

By co-incidence , however, I have since acquired an auction lot of Sea Post 
i tems and I therefore decided t o have another look at the article, and to 
check whether I could add anything of value to the facts given by Mr Knight . 
The result was surprising. 

Thus I noticed a postmark from Alexandria (Type P-A 1) with the date of 
27 March 1938, i.e. more than two years later than pr eviously recorded (figure 
1, on following page) . 

When examining the postmarks f r om Port Said I did not find a single copy 
of Type P-S 1, i . e. with a single figure after the dat e in the central 
'bridge' of the postmark . Type P - S 2, however , with the hour given as 
A p 
M 

or 
M 

after the date, occurs on several copi es . The earliest ones show 

the .upper part of the postmark circle without any damage . Later copies show 
an indentation at about 2 o'clock in the circle ; s till lat er the circle is 
br oken additionally at about 11 o'clock (see illustra t ion in Q.C. No . 117 
a t page 24). 

Amongst my material I found a copy of type P - S 2 pos tmarked 22 July 
191 4 (Figure 2), i . e . no less than eight years earlier than previously 
r ecorded ! I also found another postmark of the same type with the date 29 
Sep . 1926 (Figure 3). None of these two copies shows any damage in the 
upper part of the circle. The first state of damage occurs, however, on a 
cover postmarked 5 Feb. 1925 (Figure 4). As t his is an earlier date than 
t he one shown in figure 3 one is inclined to believe that t wo diff erent 
obliterators were used. 

I n the first years of the 1950's this type of postmark shows another form 
of damage insofar that the figure "5" in the year is not visibl e. I ns tead of 
" 51", "52", or "53" the damaged postmark shows only the last figure, vi z. 
" 1" , "2", or "3" (Figures 5, 6). 

I can now show this type of postmark used much later t han previously 
r ecorded, viz. 22 Feb . 1967 (Figure 7). 

My copi es of the Port Tawfiq postmarks do not add much of interest to Mr 
Knight' s notes. I have, however, found a copy of type P - T 2 with the da t e 
15 Aug. 1956, or four years earlier than previously recorded (Figure 8). 

" T H E B 0 0 K " 

" We should resolve to publish 'THE BOOK' in our Golden Jubilee Year , 
1985 ...• • Who is for it?" 

The proposition above is taken from the Editorial on page 85 of the 
December 1981 Q.C., following the article in the same issue , by Jim Benians , 
' Fifty Years On', dealing with the history of the founding and early years of 
t his St udy Circ l e. The question posed has brought a. good response from those 
who have a good 'track record' as to research work, as the following extracts 
show :-

FROM F .W.BENIANS: "For some time past I have been concerned by the 
general lack of availability of the 1Reoord', espec ially where new members are 
concerned ••••• I would wholeheartedly support any endeavour to prepare f or 
publication any section of our studies as they bec ome available. There wi~l 
never be such a good chance as now - previously unpublished works - printing , 
editor i a l - a l l available. I am with you all the way." 

/ Continued 
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I T H E B 0 0 K I Continued 

FROM R. JEIDEL: " I have repeatedly voiced my opinion, both at meetings 
I was able to attend and in correspondence, that whatever material is on hand 
should be published. • • In order to make a positive move, if the Keeper 
of the Philatelic Record will send me photostats of whatever he has accumulated 
on Thomas Waghorn specifically, and the Overland Story in general, I am willing 
to check whether I am able to add to that. But after that it should go to 
print - or another effort is wasted." 

FROM P. E. WHE'ITER: "I would like to see these items in the Q.C. (1) The 
Star & Bridge cancellations have aroused a lot of interest - there is nothing 
like publishing early and late dates for bringing out the competitive spirit. 
Could we have a similar list for 'Star & Crescent' •• (2) A checklist of the 
small and large watermarks on DLR and 1914 issues, with invitations to report 
additions . I'm sure my own list is by now sadly out of date. (3) A che ck 
list of 'Used Abroad' showing the issues and values known used at each office. 
To stimulate interest we could ask for early and late dates . (4) I have 
recently bought both Minett and Potter "Express" collections and am starting a 
Study of these issues ••• I shall be able to let you have an article ••• " 

FROM J. BOULAD d'HUMIERES: "It is a very good idea indeed to decide to 
think, at last, about "The Book". I will list here subjects which ought to 
be considered, as these are almost complete and thus ready for inclusion in 
"The Book" ••••• I was very early entrusted with the Suez Canal postage 
stamps and postal service Study. In about 1973, a Swedish collector asked me 
if I would write a full study of this subject for publication ••• As "The 
Book" of the Egypt Study Circle was almost forgotten at that time, I thought 
I could accept the offer of Mr • • • this book will probably be published in 
about two years' time." 

How to proceed ? a lot of help is needed from many Members of the Circle. 
Please consider carefully what YOU can do, then complete the coupon below and 
send to the Editor, who will co-ordinate the response. Please be as specific 
as you can but, if you are not aware of what exactly is needed, please reply 
anyway and we will try to offer you some task to your liking. 

E G Y P T S T U D Y C I R C L E I T H E B 0 0 K I 

TO: John A. Grimmer, 48 York Road, New Barnet, Herts EN5 1LJ, England 
(telephone 01-440 0365) 

FROM: 

(address) 

(phone) 

(ESC No. ) 

I AM WILLING TO HELP IN PREPARING 'THE BOOK' FOR PUBLICATION 

1 • by undertaking responsibility for Study/Studies 

2. by assisting in preparing Study/S tudies 

3. by assisting in research/ illustrations / typing/ proof-reading 

4. by participating in planning or other committee work (good access to 
London is probably necessary) 

5. by 

(Write on plain paper if you do not wish to deface your copy of the Q.C.) 

**Coupon to Egypt Study Circle, The Q.C., Volume XI, Number 5 (March 1982) 
whoe series no. 121 


