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THE HGCTEZLS IN WARTIME

The Australian Hospital at MENA HOUSE HOTEL

Fleet of Ambulances at HELIOPOLIS




160
The Hotels in Wartime - 1914 - 1919 Continued

There is one amusing story - one of the chefs had served macaroni and, the
Australians thinking it to be worms, rioted !

By May 1915 the ever-increasing number of casualties which were coming from
Gallipoli put a great strain on the existing hospitals. These had to expand
very rapidly, and to meet this need, along with other buildings, more hotels
were brought into use.

At Helouan two hotels were taken over and converted to convalescent hospitals.
These were the AL HAYAT HOTEL, capable of accommodating 1,000 patients, and the
GRAND HOTEL, 500 patients.

No. 2 Australian General Hospital was transferred to the GHEZIRA PALACE HOTEL,
retaining the MENA HOUSE as an overflow hospital.

The available ambulances became centrally controlled and were divided into
two groups, some thirty being garaged at HELIOPOLIS and the remainder at GHEZIRA.

During this period too much praise cannot be given to the work of the
Australian Red Cross which had made its headquarters in SHEPHEARD'S HOTEL.
Storage space in Cairo was at a premium and space was found for their Central
Stores in the basement of the HELIOPOLIS PALACE HOTEL.

During the winter of 1916 the Military Authorities opened a big Convalescent
Depot at Luxor, taking over the hotels WINTER PATLACE, LUXOR, KARNAK, SAVOY,
GRAND and GRANDE PENSION DE FAMILLE, with a total accommodation approaching
2,000 patients. At Luxor the Red Cross organised trips for the men to visit
the Templesat Karnzk and Luxor as well as the Tombs of the Kings and Queens.

In the early dags of the war the SAVOY HOTEL, Cairo, was taken over by the
military authorities as their headquarters in Egypt. On the formation of the
Egyptian Expeditionary Force it became the headquarters of the 2nd Echelon. On
the release from the army at the end of the war the building was commercially
developed and did not open its doors again as a hotel.

The SAN STEPHANO HOTEL at Alexandria was also taken over by the army and
this coincides with the latest recorded dates of the 'Hotel' cancellations, and
on release from the army at the end of the war the public post office in this
hotel was not re-opened.

One of the constant difficulties met by the authorities was finding
accommodation for the large batches of nurses who often arrived without notice.
On one occasion twénty trained nurses and one hundred V.A.D. members arrived
unexpectedly, and an 'enemy' hotel in Cairo had to be opened to house them.

The foregoing is a part of the history of the use to which the hotels were
put during wartime and forms an integral part of their life. In this instance
it is principally their role as hospitals, convalescent depots, provision of
feeding arrangements where little or none existed. In this sense it forms
part of the much wider study of the Military Hospitals generally.

There is still much to learn and any information relating to correspondence,
any cachets used and the post offices through which mail passed would be much
appreciated. Not only of the period dealt with above, but other periods of
conflict as well. Please write to me at the address below.

F. W. Benians, 27 The Lawns, PENN, High Wycombe HP10 8BH England

References : "Australian Army Medical Corps in Egypt", Barrett and Deane
"With the R.A.M.C. in Egypt" Sergeant-Major, R.A.M.C.
"The Official History of the B.R.C.S. and Order of
St John in Egypt"
"Mixed Grill in Cairo", Auguste Wild.
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i Postal Stationery of the
Australian Branch, B.R.C.S.

| located at SHEPHEARD'S HOTEL

Cairo

Advertising Card of WINDSOR
HOTEL, Alexandria

strongly featuring '"No
German Staff" !
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March/May 1981

(all stamps are printed Rotogravure by Postal Printing House, A.R. Egypt, and
with watermark Multiple Eagle unless noted otherwise)

Commemorative Stamps

SG 1437

Occasion

Date of issue
Designer

Design

Denomination
Sheet

Stamp dimensions
Perforation
Quantity printed
Supplementary

Occasion

Date of issue
Designer

Design

Denomination
Sheet

Stamp dimensions
Perforation
Quantity printed
Supplementary

14th Cairo International Fair

14th March 1981
Nadia Abdel Fattah

Symbols of Agriculture and
Industry

20 mills

50 (10 x5)
26 x 43 mm
1M x 113
1,500,000

35 countries participated in the
Fair which was held from March
14th to 28th 1981

SG 1439

Veterans' Day

26th March 1981
Lotfy el Sawaf

Veterans' Association Emblem,
Soldier & Olive Branch

20 mills

50 (10x5)
26 x 427 mm
1M1 x 113
1,500,000

The Association looks after the

interests of former members of the
forces and war victims

Occasion

Date of issue

Designer & Design
Denomination & Sheet

Stamp dimensions and

perforation
Quantity printed

Supplementary

SG 1441

SG_1438

10th Anniversary of Rural
Electrification

18th March 1981
Lotfy el Sawaf

Emblem of the Rural Electrif'n
Authority and symbols

20 mills

25 (5x%5)
51 x 43 mm
1 x 113
1,000,000

The R.E.A. was set up to extend
electrification to the villages
of Egypt

sSG 1440

International Dentistry
Conference, Cairo

14th April 1981
Edmondo Calivis

Conference Emblem

20 mills

50 (10x5)
26 x 43 mm
1 x 113
1,500,000

The Faculty of Dentistry was
opened in 1925 and the Society
of Egyptian Dentists was
established in 1938

25th Anniversary of International Confederation of

Arab Trade Unions

1st May 1981
Abdel Kader el Houssiny;
20 mills;

26 x 43 mm;
1,000,000

I.C.A.T.U. Emblem
50 (10x5)

11 x 113

The Confederation was established on

24kth March 1956
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NEW TEBTES March - May 1981 and their SPECIAL CANCELLATIONS
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1954 Postal Stationery Post Cards - An Overprinted Date, October 1954

Mr Lucien S. Toutounji (ESC 264) writes: "With reference to the article on
postal cards on page 35 of Volume XI of the Q.C., Number 2 (June 1981) which
was prepared by Mr F.W.Benians, I am enclosing photocopy of one of the cards
referred to. It is in brown colour, overprinted in Arabic on the stamp
"October 1954,

This card probably came from a Survey Department booklet and the date could
be that of approval of the design."

(The illustration appears on the preceding page but, unfortunately, the
overprint does not show clearly. May we have a tracing of it ? - Editor).

SOME NOTES ON THE ROUMANIAN MARITIME SERVICES
by Lars Alund (ESC 105)

There is a wealth of information about the maritime services to and from
Egypt concerning the British, French and Italian lines, also to some extent
concerning the Austrian and Greek connections. Very little though is written
about the ROUMANIAN MARITIME SERVICES as far as I have found. As a matter
of fact I have only seen three short notes on this subject.

Trus Gabriel Boulad has illustrated in L'OP No. 78, page 347, two covers
with the postmark BIR. AMB / MARITIN / (date) / ALESSANDRIA - / CONSTANTA.
Both covers are obviously philatelic. In the Q.C. Vol. VI, page 129, Mr
Stanley Horesh has reported the existence of the same postmark and on page 145
of the same volume are some other notes about the Roumanian service.

*** In order to inquire amongst other members of the ESC about further ***
*** facts and more material I want to make the following summing up of ***
*** what is known to me. rhe

Evidently the "Royal Roumanian Steamship Line'" operated already before the
first World War. It is said to have worked under the auspices of the North
German Lloyd Company ('"Nord-Deutscher Lloyd") and sailed between Constanza and
Alexandria, and vice-versa. I guess (but am not sure) that the service was
interrupted during the War 1914 - 1918. It was evidently re-established after
the war as the special postmarks are known from the 1920's and 1930's. I have
not been able to check if this line still operates after World War II.

So far I have only seen two types of the mailships' postmarks. The earliest
type, used before WW 1 consists of a double-circle c.d.s. (diameters 29 and
18.5 mms.), containing at the top ALEXANDRIA - CONSTANTA and at the bottom a
star or, rather, a St. John's Cross (see figure 1). The later type, used
between the two world wars, is of the type described by M. Boulad (see fig. 2).
Furthermore there is a special ship's cachet, in my case from the s/s "Dacia',
reading in the top of the circle "SERVICIUL MARITIN RUMAN" and in the bottom
"VAPORUL / DACIA"M. In the centre there is the Roumanian coat of arms (see
figure 3).

I cannot tell when these postmarks were first taken into use. My copy of
type 1 has its date somewhat blurred, but I think it reads " . . . MAR 98 ",
From the inscription one is inclined to believe that this postcard was carried
from Alexandria to Constanta. Could there be a similar postmark with the
reversed inscription, viz. CONSTANTA - ALEXANDRIA 2

Of type 2 I have three copies, dated between 1927 and 1932.

(a) The earliest postmark appears on a cover from Roumania, franked with a blue
10 Lei stamp of the 1924/26 issue (King Ferdinand) and showing the date
of 7. VI. 927. It is addressed to a company in Galata (Turkey) and is
backstamped there on arrival on June 10, i.e. after a journey of three days.

/ Continued . . .
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Roumanian Maritime Services (Lars Alund) - Continued

() The next item is an Egyptian postal stationery card with the 10 mills,
red, pictorial issue printed thereon. The short text is dated '"Alex.
4/10/29" and the ship's postmark shows the same date. On the address-side
is also written "S/s Roumania''.

(e) The latest postmark is applied on a cover from Roumania to a company in
Istanbul. The maritime postmark shows the date of 1,VI.932 and it is
backstamped in Galata on 4 June and in Istanbul on the following day,
June 5. The stamps are of the 1930 issue, showing King Carol on the
values of 4, 3, 2 and 1 Lei, i.e. altogether 10 Lei.

All three items show the inscription in the postmark as ALESANDRIA -~ CONSTANTA
also the two items posted from Roumania southwards. Perhaps one might guess
that there is no postmark with the reversed inscription, CONSTANTA - ALESANDRIA ?

It should be noted that the use of the Egyptian post-card (item b) is very
late. The pictorial issue of 1914 became obsolete in 1922/23, when the Crown
overprints were issued. :

In the Q.C. Volume VI, page 145, can be seen the existence of two more
strikes, one of 1908 and one of 1911. They are not illustrated, but I think
they must be of type 1.

The covers, illustrated by M. Boulad in L'OP No. 78, page 347, both bear
strikes of type 2. They are both dated 26 APR 939 and they are franked with
stamps from France, Lebanon and Egypt (!). The French and Lebanese stamps are
cancelled with the ship's postmark but the Egyptian stamps are just 'killed',
on one cover with a "retta" and on the other with the framed '0O' invalidation
mark.

I hope that these notes will inspire other members to further investigationm.

(Please see preceding page for illustrations - Editor)

REPLIES T O QUESTTIONS

Reply to Question Time 37 - CONSTANTINOPLE - GALATA (See Q.C. No. 4 of 1981,
also No. 5 of 1982). Mr V. Denis Vandervelde writes :-

The reason that Lars Alund has not seen 'Constantinople - Galata' reversed is
that it is not a T.P.0. of any kind, but the common mark of the main Post Office
in the "Diplomats' suburb" of the capital of the Ottoman Empire. Its significance
is topographical, rather than mobile, with the main city identified before the
lesser place-name (compare Tel Aviv-Yafo in Israel; Bournemouth-Poole in G.B.).

But we can go further, given the illustration at Fig. 1 (on page 130, Q.C. XI
No. 5, June 1982). This is not any old route, but a card addressed to one of
the great turn-of-the-century postmark collectors. All postal historians
should be aware of these recurring addresses, whose mail may well not have been
routine and commercial. Apart from Knopf of Goldberg, they include Paul
Kiderlen of Ulm, the Dahmanns (father and son), Lieutenant Maas and the
Postmaster of Cetinje. (How many purely commercial covers to Cetinje have
survived, I wonder ?). A little later, names such as Francis Field (happily
still with us), Hendrey, C.W.Ward, and a couple of philatelically-motivated sea
captains crop up in a similar manner. Knowing Knopf's interests, my guess is
that the card was sent under cover to a ship's captain, most likely on a Lloyd
Austriaco steamer, who didn't "play ball" and simply put it into the Galata
post office. Some of Knopf's efforts are of great value, in identifying rare
postmarks seldom otherwise used, but this card tells us nothing important.
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REPLIES TO QUESTIONS

Reply to Question Time 38: '* MARSEILLE / COURS DU CHAPITRE " mark - query
submitted by Mr P.E.Whetter in The Q.C. Volume XI, No. 4.

Dr Antoine Winter writes : " The Circular date stamp MARSEILLE ,/ COURS DU

CHAPITRE does exist (DU and not AU*). (M.E. Antonini writes similarly).

It was one of the six Marseilles branch post offices. The date stamp was
used approximately from 1860 to 1900. During the first period it was used in
association with a retta mark comprising '2240' over 'E' in a dotted lozenge.
The 'E' indicates that this branch is the 5th one.

These hand-stamps are known in different types. After 1876 the c.d.s. is
found used alone as a stamp cancellation. None of them is rare. "

* AU in place of DU was an error in the original submission. Dr Winter
has kindly supplied an illustration which is reproduced on page 156 - Editor.
Reply to Question Time 40: " POSTED ON THE HIGH SEAS " mark - query put by

Lars Alund in the Q.C. Volume XI, no. 5.

Mr J.S.Horesh writes: " Sea Post Offices were set up from the early 1870's on
board P & O ships travelling between Bombay and Aden. They were primarily
sorting offices and the staff sorted mail between Bombay and Aden, thereby
saving time on arrival. The mark on the cover is one of many similar types
used by these Offices. A detailed and interesting account of these Sea Sorting
Post Offices is given on page 550 of Robson Lowe's Encyclopoedia, Volume IIT.

I regret I cannot help with the'Posted on the High Seas' mark. "

Mr D. Vandervelde also writes similarly, but adds: ' Readers are referred to
the excellent work on the P & O Line and its postmarks by Reg Kirk, published
last year and still available from philatelic booksellers. "

Reply to Question Time 41: ' French Ship Cancels " - query put by Lars
Alund in the §.C. Volume XI, No. 5.

This question prompted good and comprehensive replies from these stalwarts :
Mr E. Antonini (ESC 160), Mr J.S.Horesh (ESC 118), Mr V.D.Vandervelde and Dr
Antoine Winter (ESC 149). The following is an amalgam of the individual
responses.

The vessel 'PHASE' is confirmed, (not 'PHARE'). The mention of 'ASIE'
might be a mistake. Thirty-eight paquebots sailed between France and Egypt.
In the 15 years from 1851 to 1866, the Mediterranean French mail boats had a
Post Agent aboard who cancelled mail. The mail was usually cancelled with an
anchor in a retta, and there was struck on the covers a c.d.s. giving the name
of the vessel. The 'INDUS' was constructed in Glasgow, of 1005 gross registered
tons, powered by 300 H.P. engine. Its first voyage was on 6th June 1854.

Students of this material are strongly recommended to refer to Tome II of
'""La Poste Maritime Francaise" by the recently-deceased Raymond Salles. On
page 201, under the heading '"Services des Echelles de Syrie Ligne de Syrie -
Onzieme Variante'" will be found the particulars of the voyage on which the
cover queried was actually carried. The timetable was: Outward: Marseilles
23 January; Smyrne 30 January; Alexandria 9 February; Return: Alexandria
15 February; Smyrne 26 February; Marseilles 5 March. A call at Beyrouth
would have been made after Smyrne so the dates on the cover would appear to be
in order.

The letter was thus posted abroad atSmyrna on 30 January and was cancelled on
the following day, 31 January 186k; it arrived at Alexandria on 9 February.
The franking is unusual, twice the normal rate. Incidentally the cover is
signed 'JAMET' - a famous stamp dealer, recently deceased. An article by
Dr Winter in "Egyptian Topics'", Volume 7, No. 4 of July/August 1975 gives a
complete list of ships sailing between France and Egypt.
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CIRCULAR DATESTAMPS INCORPORATING THE WORD ' PAQUEBOT '

Introductory note by Editor :-

In the March 1981 issue of the Q.C. (No. 1 of Volume XI; Whole Series No.
117) Mr Kenneth D. Knight (ESC 150) contributed a good article on this aspect
of 'Paquebot' markings. He prefaced this by pointing out that nothing on this
subject had appreared in the Q.C. for the past ten years.

It happens that one of the official Studies of the ESC is 'Sea Post' and
that Paquebot services and markings form part of this study. It also happens
that the 'Sea Post' Study has adopted a numbering system for cancellers and
other marks.

Unaware (in company with most other members of the Circle ?) of the facts
above, Mr Knight thought it needful to formulate his own numbering scheme.
This aspect of Mr Knight's article was criticised at a subsequent meeting of
ESC and the Editor advised him of this. His reply follows.

Letter from Mr Kenneth D. Knight (ESC 150)

" The amended notations are as follows :-

My ref. P-A1 is equivalent to SP.0-4.1

now o Pp.g1 " " " SP.0-4.05
" " P-S1a " " 1] SP.O—LI-
mnow P " " " 8P.0-k.2

" My ref. P-T2 (illustrated on page 24, Q.C. 117 - Editor) is not recorded
on the sheet you sent, and if I'm following the logic of the compilation
correctly, this will become SP.0-4.3.

" You are probably aware that (two members) intend drafting an article on
paquebot mails. It would perhaps be as well to check that the various
references used are not to be correlated as part of the new article, as it
would be pointless to publish the same information twice in short succession.
The article by M. Jean Boulad d'Humieres (see Bibliography given by Mr Knight
with his article in Q,C. 117 - Editor), which I based my article upon, uses
a different notation again.

" T received several letters from Circle members after the publication of my
article on paquebot c.d.s. The dates of use in my table were in several
instances extended. The details have been forwarded to those compiling the
new article for incorporation in it. "

WORLD WAR ONE CENSORED PIECES -  CLANDESTINELY PRODUCED

Mr J.M.Murphy (ESC 240) draws attention to small pieces very neatly combining
1914 Egypt (or G.B.) adhesives with I.E.F. censor marks and military datestamps
which have never passed through normal postal channels. A number are illustrated
on a previous page and in some cases the adhesives OVERLIE the censor marks.

Also suspect are those cancelled by the barred ARMY P.O. mark (Kennedy/Crabb

type P1) which were used only for parcel post. FPO 158 belonged to 158 Brigade
of 53rd Infantry Divn which arrived in Egypt from Suvla on 20 Dec 1915. FPO
W.B.Y. was used by the Welsh Border Mounted Brigade, arrived 15 March 1916;
served as 4th Dismounted Brigade in southern area of Western Frontier Force

based on Beni Souef, cancels known from MR 16 to NO 16. Kennedy & Crabb write
that 159 Brigade also served in Western Fpontier Force at Beni Souef May/Aug 1916;
is it possible that this reference should be to 15§ Brigade, which would put both
our military groups in the same place at the same time, with plenty of time in
Beni Souef for fabricating the pieces ? Other members having examples might
care to compare dates, censor marks and units.



