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Postage Due on t he Upper N-divd'e

Fig. 4b: reverse of cover from Aberfeldy to Halfa
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NEW ISSUES by C.E.H.Defriez May / July 1981

(all stamps are printed Rotogravure by Postal Printing House, A.R.Egypt, and
with Upright Watermark (Multiple Eagle) unless noted otherwise)

Commemorative Stamps SG 1442 SG 1443

Occasion Nurses' Day 10th Anniversary of the
Rectification Movement

Date of issue 12th May 1981 15th May 1981

Designer Lotfy el Sawaf Ibrahim el Tahtawi

Design Nurse and Badge Irrigation machine spraying
desert land

Denomination 20 mills 20 mills

Sheet 50 (10 x 5) Wmk S'ways 35 (5 x 7) Wmk Sideways

Stamp dimensions 26 x 42 mm 4O x 40 mm

Perforation 11 x 113 113

Quantity printed 1,500,000 1,000,000

Supplementary - The latest scientific methods

of cultivation have greatly
increased production from desert

lands.
SG 1hbh SG 1445
Occasion Air Defence Day Solidarity for the Afghan
People
Date of issue 30th June 1981 15th July 1981
Designer N.A.Fattah Lotfy el Sawaf
Design Rocket and Military Map of Afghanistan, Olive
Equipment Branch & Invading Forces
Denomination 20 mills 20 + 10 mills
Sheet 50 (10 x 5) Wmk Sideways 35 (5 x 7) Wmk Sideways
Stamp dimensions 26 x 43 mm 40 x 4O mm
Perforation 1 x 113 113
Quantity printed ? 500,000
Supplementary - -
SG 1446 SG 1447
Occasion 7 G o 29th Anniversary of the Revolution . « . .
Sate of issue " " .23rd July |, 17981 .. .
Designer A.K. el Houseini N.A.Fattah
Design '29' and Social Defence Egyptian Flag, Ships and
Badge Suez Canal on Graph
Denomination 20 mills 20 mills
Sheet 5 5 & e each 35 (5 x 7) Watermark Sideways . . .
Stamp dimensions : . ; . each %0 x 4O mm . . . @
Perforation . « « . each 11+, . . . .
Quantity printed é S . . each 1,000,000 . . . . .
Supplementary Celebrating Social Celebrating the 25th
Defence Year Anniversary of the

Nationalisation of the
Suez Canal

/ Continued . . .



NEW ISSUES

EGYPT —co

1981 26N

&
=

{ i

M 2
32laly
2"3%;duqu'

SG 1442

and their S PECIAL

SG 1442

CANCELS

189
Mar/Se?t 1981

SG 1443

¥ b k.
4 :
- = oy
S Ulgasligdisije
* ul-l-uu' 'Lﬁ.&l\.n.a..w. Us

M
20+I°l95| 250 AL ‘.tn('
SG 1445
EGYPT
81

& ﬂ
x\.;;.ﬁ‘.ll 4 .7 “
i
1 .
vl 3

Ry

P

B
Jeslly,

M MUSTAFA KEMAL ATATIRK @

-] 2\

.........

SG 1449 SG

1449

/ Continued on next illustration page



NEW

ISSUES

by C.E.H.Defriez

190
July/Sept 1981

(all stamps are printed Rotogravure by Postal Printing House, A.R.Egypt, and
with Upright Watermark (Multiple Eagle) unless noted otherwise)

Commemorative Stamps

Occasion

Date of issue
Designer

Design
Denomination
Sheet

Stamp dimensions
Perforation
Quantity printed
Supplementary

Occasion

Date of issue
Designer

Design

Denomination
Sheet

Stamp dimensions
Perforation
Quantity printed
Supplementary

Occasion

Date of issue
Designer

Design

Denomination

Sheet
Stamp dimension

Perforation
Quantity printed

Supplementary

SG 1448
Festivals 1981

29th July 1981
I.A. el Tahtawi
Lotus Flowers
10 mills

100 (10 x 10)
25 x 30 mm

11

5,000,000

The stamp is valid
on envelopes containing
greetings cards

SG 1450

Centenary of Arabi
Revolution

9th September 1981
Lotfy el Sawaf
Ahmed Arabi

20 mills

50 (10 x 5) Wmk S'ways
26 x 42 mm

11 x 113

1,000,000

Leader of the
Egyptian rebellion of 1881.
He was later defeated and
captured at Tel-el-Kebir

SG 1452

25th Anniversary of
the Ministry of Industry

26th September 1981
I.A. el Tahtawi

Factory and Atomic
Symbol on Graph

45 mills

50 (10 x 5) Wmk S'ways
26 x 4% mm

1 x 113
8,000,000

SG 1449

Birth Centenary of Kemal
Ataturk

10th August 1981
Lotfy el Sawaf
Mustafa Kemal Ataturk
140 mills
50 (10 x 5)
26 x 43 mm
1 x 113
500,000

Wnk Sideways

The Turkish Nationalist leader.
President of the Turkish
Republic from 1923 to 1938

SG 1451

World Muscular Athletics
Championship, Cairo

14th September 1981
?

Muscular Athlete, Sphinx
and Pyramids

45 mills

50 (10 x 5) Wmk Sideways

26 x 43 mm

1M1 x 113

1,000,000

The event was held at the
'Sound & Light' Theatre at
the Pyramids, from Sept 14th
to 19th.
SG 1453
20th International Medical
Industries Congress, Cairo

28th September 1981
Lotfy el Sawaf

Congress Emblem and
Im Hotep

20 mills

50 ( 5x10)
Lz x 26 mm

113 x 11
1,000,000
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( Mr Defriez regrets not having examples of the special cancels of SG 1445 and

SG 1451 of adequate quality for illustrative purposes)

QUESTION TIME 43 (see text)
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QUESTION TIME - NEW QUESTIONS
Q. Time L2 Prisoner of War Camps in Egypt, World War 2

Question put by P.E.Whetter (ESC 133)

I have recently acquired a small selection of cards sent from Italian
Prisoner of War Camps in Egypt, all addressed to Italy :-

Camp 304 Helwan 26 November 1942
Camp 306 Geneifa 26 July 1942
Camp 308 Mustapha Barracks 26 November 1942
Camp 309 Ismailia 7 August 1943
Camp 310 Suez 19 November 1942

The locations of the above camps are as given by the seller and I should
be grateful if any member could confirm their accuracy. I would also be
interested to have any other details such as the dates of opening and closing
of these camps and of course particulars of any other P.O.W. camps set up
in Egypt. Were the missing numbers 305, 307 etc. allocated to other camps in

Egypt ?
Q. Time 43 Label on Postcard Question put by R. Toth (ESC 242)

I have a postcard sent from Alexandria to Vienna on 2 January 1909 (see
illustration on previous page) . This is franked with a 4-mills stamp of the
1893 issue, but can the seal on the left be identified ? It is blue on
white or buff paper. There is a penned mgnuscript marking in Arabic (*) and
also a circular handstamp (*) typing the item to the card.

** May we please have a tracing of the Arabic manuscript cancel, and of

the circular handstamp ? - Editor
Q. Time Lk Talismanic Numbers Question put by E.Blackburn (ESC 24k)

Among my Egyptian covers bearing talismanic numbers (B'duh's) is one
cancelled 21.1.8% at GOTOUR which combines the most common form & 6 4 2
with the 4 4 4 4 said to allude to the four relatives of Mohammed most
closely associated with his upbringing. Another cancelled 26.11.81 at FOUA
bears the numbers 8 8 8 8 , a combination to which I have never seen any
reference. Can members comment on the significance of these combinations ?
(Both covers illustrated on next page) .

Q. Time 45 Interpostal Seal on Cover Question put by E. Blackburn (E. 24k)

A registered 1-piastre Postal Stationery cover with additional postage
stamp removed, cancelled 6.6.89 at EL WASTA , bears two quarters of a Type X
Interpostal Seal showing a common edge. This may be contrived but could have
resulted from the two halves of the seal being used to attach some postal
documents to the back of the envelope. Has anyone knowledge of such practice ?
(Illustrated on next page).

Q. Time 46 Rural Service location Question put by E. Blackburn (E. 24k4)

I have a 5-mills Postal Stationery cover cancelled 25.2.21 by Rural Service
from SHUBRA ZINGI to CAIRO via HAMUL-KOM-EL-AMMAR and EL HAMIQ , with
strikes also of @ CAIRO TANTA & V V and ALEXANDRIA CAIRO T.P.O. Could
members indicate the location of the three minor place-names which are not
shown on the maos I possess ? (See illustration).

Q. Time L7 Civil Censorship 1914-19 - Dumb Markings
Question put by J. Cousins (ESC 202)

Way back in 1981 there was published in Q.C. Volume XI, Number 1, Whole
Series 117, an article by Mr F.W.Benians and Mr J.A.Firebrace on "Civil

Censorship in Egypt 1914-19" included in which was a section on 'Dumb' markings.

/ Continued . . .
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Question Time 47 - Civil Censorship 'Dumb' Markings 1914-19 - Continued

I recently had occasion to refer to this when writing up two .covers recently
acquired which bore the 'dumb' mark CD.1., - - double lined St. Andrews Cross
- one in black and the other in a rather faded blue. Both covers were
addressed to 'Conseil d'Administration Central de 1'Union Generale Armenienne'
in Cairo and emanated from Adana and Mersina respectively - bearing, of course,
Cilicia overprinted stamps, appropriate censor marks and despatched on 24th
July and 20th May 1919.

What aroused my interest, however, was a phrase in the article to the effect
that this mark was ' invariably struck on the postage stamp '. On both
the covers in question the senders, for reasons best known to themselves,
placed the stamps in the bottom left-hand corner and the censor/checker placed
his St Andrews Cross in the blank space in the top right-hand corner where, of
course, the stamps should have been.

Was the instruction from on high that the mark should be placed in the top
right-hand corner without any explanation of the reason for this ? The
theory being, no doubt, that thus placed it would always fall on the stamps ?
Or - was the instruction that it should be placed on the stamps and these two
officials banged it on without looking and didn't realise the stamps were
elsewhere ? We shall, I suppose, never know ! !

(Your Editor consulted one of the joint authors, Mr F.W.Benians, and his reply
follows) .

"DUMB CENSOR - Square with double lined St Andrews Cross

" T have had the opportunity of examining photostate of Mr Cousins' covers
and in the light of these it wuld be possibly more accurate to say: that this
particular marking was invariably struck in the top right-hand corner of the
envelope, thereby defacing any stamp in that position, or c.d.s. previously
applied.

" To the information then available, John Firebrace and I added data from
our observations and collections, fully realising that it was not the end of
the story, but invited amendments, addition and corrections.

" Our thanks are due to Mr Cousins for taking the trouble to write,
bringing to our notice a valid and interesting point."

F.W.Benians (ESC 123)

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

from Mr V. Denis Vandervelde, Editor of 'Postscript' (the Journal of the
Society of Postal Historians).

'"" Reading the latest 'Quarterly Circular', I am struck (not for the first
time) by how limited is the general knowledge of most very knowledgeable
specialists. I think everyone would agree that it is highly desirable to
collect stamps of the world before settling down to the study of the philately
of onr or two countries. But this is much more important in postal history -
every cover is likely to pick up marks of 'foreign' significance, even if
only through a mis-sort - yet who collects postal history of the whole world,
even for a few years ?

" Fortunately I did (and still do, though '"the world" ran out of interest
for me in most spheres at the beginning of the XXth century) . . "

Q.C.Editor: Moral: don't specialise at the expense of a good general
familiarity with stamp-collecting and its branches. It was at my school in
1946 that Sir Lawrence Bragg said that the specialist is the man who aims to
know more and more about less and less, so that he ends up by knowing everything
about nothing. 'Postscript' Editor is the philatelic editor of whose woek

the Q.C. Editor most often thinks: " . . . I wish I'd thought of that . . . "
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g oESTETON TIME L 3 1909 Gutter Philately

UNUSUAL DATESTAMPS
(E. Blackburn)

BARRAGE with Star and

Crescent on Interpostal
Seal

FESCNE on 2nd Issue
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QUESTION TIME L8

Gutter Margin block, 1909 Submitted by E. A. Hirdler (ESC 226)

Illustrated on next page is a registered cover sent from Lugsor on 11th
November 1909 to U.S.A. It is franked a total of 20 mills, includiag a
'gutter block' of six 2-mills. It is probably philatelically contrived and
hss 'Poste Restante Lugsor' on reverse. Is 20 mills the appropriate rated

to U.S.A. ? Is Augustin Myska known to have been a dealer ? - note that he
has signed the gutter block and his rubber stamp has been applied on the
stamp margin on reverse. Was the collecting of gutter margins in fashion as

long back as 1909 ?

Editor: Post Offices are likely to have been supplied with stamps in the
form of half sheets containing two panes of 60, arranged vertically. The
gutter block is a 'vertical' one and so could have been bought at a Post
Office.

UNUSUAL DATESTAMPS

In response to the appeal for these (Sept 1980 QC), Mr E. Blackburn (ESC 244)
has supplied the two items illustrated on next page.

What are YOUR unusual datestamps ?

JOURNAL OFFICIEL, 1912 Supplied by J.M.Murphy (ESC 240)

Main features: a reorganisation of the Austrian Lloyd service, leading to
a re-stating of all principal foreign mails, opening of new PO in Moharrem
Bey (Alexandria), and consequentizal renaming of former Moharrem Bey PO (at
Bab el-Guedid) as Attarine PO; notice of which of two suburban Cairo PO's
deals with correspondence for a large number of Government offices; reduction
of parcel post rates.

Issue 7, page 111 Jan 20 Letter rate to Northern Rhodesia reduced to 5 mills
(Jan 16).

14, 240 Feb 5 Public requested to add Mudiria and/or Markaz (ie,
Governorate and/or Province) to addresses in Minsha,
el-Minsha and Manchia, to avoid errors and delays
(Jan 31).

Letter rate of 5mills/20gm now applies to British
Solomons and Gilbert and Ellice Isles (Feb 3).

29, Supplement Mar 11  Postal Savings Bank interest fixed at 37%.

50, 963 Apr 29 Office opened at Safaja (Red Sea) for all postal
services, including Savings Bank and Money Orders (Apr
27) «

621224 May 27 Office opened to all postal services except specie

groups in Moharrem Bey quarter (rue Menasce) of
Alexandria. In consequence, the Bab el Guedid station,
hitherto known as Moharrem Bey, will in future be
termed Attarine Post Office (May 25).

65, 1283 June 3 Austrian Mail steamer services modified:
1st Express Line (from June 13) will leave Alexandria on
Thursday at 3pm; (from June 10) will arrive Alexandria
Monday at 2pm.
2nd Intermediate Line (from Jume 22) will leave
Alexandria on Saturday at 2pm; (from June 7) will arrive
Alexandria on Friday at 3.30pm.




