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ISTHMUS of SUEZ - A '"Picturesque and Postal' Voyage - Continued

Amid the turmoil of the construction works, mail from the Canal Company,
from its contractors spread along the length of the isthmus, from its personnel
and from the business people established in the different towns and encampments,
continued to flow. Mail was forwarded regularly by the Company's postal
service to Zagazig principally, and to Suez occasionally, these being the two
postal centres nearest the isthmus, also then being the two railway termini
for the lines from Alexandria and Cairo.

As soon as the railway line had been extended from Zagazig to Ismailia on
1st July 1868, and from Ismailia to Suez on 15th August 1868, (figure 5), the
Egyptian Government Post started opening Post Offices in the isthmus, displacing
those of the Suez Canal Company.

The first of these was set up in Ismailia on 1st July 1868 in Place
Champollion, not far from the station; a marble slab positioned at the
entrance recorded its opening. In 1957 this office was still in the same
place.

A little later on, postal agencies were opened throughout the length of the
canal from Port Said to Suez. As from 16th August 1868 the offices at
FL GISR and CHANTIER VI, among others, were taken over. As from this
date, only the postage stamps of Egypt, of the 1867 issue, were recognised
for franking mail originating from the Canal.

El Gisr used the postmarks provided by the Government postal administraticn,
but Chantier VI used a cachet for the "Service de la poste et du telegraphe
de la Compagnie'" which had been ordered, with several others, for its
telegraphic service. It was because this encampment, together with its Post
Office, needed to be closed soon that the Government postal administration

used this abnormal datestamp.
*

* %

To complete this visit to EL GISR and to CHANTIER VI there are shown
below, for each of the two post offices, reproductions of the different
cancellations used successively, with an indication of the first and last
dates of use, as known to date.

This list is supplemented by reproductions of several entire letters which
originated from these offices. They are all very rare and often unique.

Subject to an indication to the contrary, the strikes are in black.

EL GISR - Office opened 16 April 1868, closed in 1871

Type II -2 27 mm, in black
Recorded from 29 SETT 68 to 2 ILUGL 69

Manuscript : " . . . lic 69 El Gisr, on 1 piastre

Needed because of accidental damage to the date stamp.

Type III = 2.5 22-2%3 mm, in black
Recorded from 13 DICE 1869 to 1 GEN 1871
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- A 'Picturesque and Postal' Voyage

- Office opened 16 August 1868 and closed towards
the end of 1870.

27 - 22 mm

Seen from

Manuscript

Manuscript

Manuscript

Manuscript

27 - 22 mm

Seen from

Manuscript

"

27 - 22 mm

Seen from

on

on

on

on

1"

in black
? SEPT 68

10 paras

1 piastre

1 piastre

18 DEC 68

to

- 1 example reported

- 1 example rerorted

» 10 paras - 5 examples reported
10 paras - 3 examples reported
in black
5 MARS 69 to 27 MAI 69

- 2 examples reported

moonm 13 /6 /69 - 1 example reported
in blue
2 JUIL 69 to 23 JUIL 70

out of use because of accidental damage.

very probably due to the datestamps being



217
ISTHMUS of SUEZ - A 'PICTURESQUE AND POSTAL' VOYAGE
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Letter sent from EL GISR 29 September 1868; by the Egyptian post to
Alexandria, and to eventual destination of Algiers by the French Post,
backstamped 2 October 1868. (Collecticn: Peter Smith, Ann Arbor, USA)

Baecks tamps
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Letter from EL Gisr 25 December 1868 ('25' inverted), sent by Egyptian Post
as far as Alexandria (backstamps of Ismailia on 25 December and Alexandria
on 26 December). By the French Post to final destination of Algiers, where
it appeared on 4 January 1869 after having transited through Marseilles on

2 January 1869 (datestamp on front), and through the French Post Office in
Alexandria on 27 December 1868 (backstamp). The frankings are in order.

(Collection P. Foster, Valance, France)
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Front of a letter sent from EL GHIRS on 13 December 1869, to its
destination, Port Said (Collection: Peter Feltus, USA)

A :
Letter sent from EL GISR on 8 June 1869, by the Egyptian Post as
far as Alexandria (backstamped at Ismailia on 8 June and at Alexandria
on 9 June 1869) . Then by the French post to the destination at
Vernon sur Brenne, France, where it arrived on 19 June 1869 after
passing through Alexandria on 9 June 1869 (datestamp on front) and

Paris on 19 June 1869. The frankings are normal.
(Author's collection)
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ISTHMUS of SUEZ - A 'PICTURESQUE AND POSTAL' VOYAGE

The only known entire letters originating from Chantier VI. The Chantier
marks have been retouched for printing.
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Letter from CHANTIER VI 21 May 1869 to Italy. It is franked exclusively
with Egyptian stamps of the 1867 issue (20 para, 1 & 2 pi) as authorised by
the Postal Convention of 1st October 1868 between Egypt and Austria-Hungary,
being 13 pi for postage and 1 pi for registration. As the Chantier VI Office
was unable tc deal with registered letters, it was forwarded as unregistered.
The cachets "Franca' and "P.D." of the Egyptian and Austrian posts indicate
that this item was paid up to destination, Cuneo di Limone, in Italy, then in
the Austrian Empire. (Collection E Antonini, Geneva)
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Letter sent from CHANTIER VI on 27 May 1869 by the Egyptian post to Alexandria
(datestamps of Ismailia on 27 May and Alexandria on 28 May 1869; " REGIE

POSTE EGIZIANE " on back) to Digouin, France, by the French post. It arrived .
on 5 June 1869 after passing through Alexandriz on 29 May (datestamp on front)
and Marseilles on 4 June 1869 (backstamp). The frankings are normal.

(Collection P. Foster, Valence, France)
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UPDATA

These three submission all from Mr Ted Blackburn (ESC 244) :-

Cover franked with three 1 pi. adhesives with RACCOMANDATO Type Reg-6,
cancelled at BENI-MAZAR on 30.1.82 - an earlier date than shown in Study VI

Second Issue 1 pi. adhesive cancelled Type 1II-2.5n FESCNE 320.7.70 - an
earlier date than shown in Study VI.

"FOUND OPEN' Label (1908 issue) cancelled COOK'S POST OFFICE CAIRO / CASH
type H.TC 6 dated 8-VI 23 (Earliest date - see illustration).

MARITIME CANCELLATIONS ON 1927 TFUAD ISSUE - P.E.Whetter (ESC 133)

I refer to The Q.C. for March 1981 (pages 13-17) and September 1981 (page
27 )«

My thanks to Lars Alund for the further information he has provided.
Another visit to Lloyds Register of Shipping has confirmed the existence of
the ' ERITREA ' as part of the ILloyd Triestino fleet. Built in 1918, of
2,517 tons, this vessel was eventually sunk by enemy action in 1943. The
' RETTUNO ' also owned by Lloyd Triestino was a small ship - 407 tons -
built in 1921, and appears to have been in service at least until 1946.

I am still trying to find out what happened to it eventually.

I am now able to add a further ship to the list - the 'PALESTINA' (see
illustration of Postcard dated 8-4-36). This vessel - 7,039 tons, was
built in 1916 and until 1935 was known as the 'AMAZZONIA'. Owned by Lloyd

Triestino, she was finally sunk by enemy action in October 1943.

* The Editor's apologies for lateness in publishing this note from Pip
Whetter.

OVERPRINT "October 1954mn - C.F.Hass (ESC 181)

One of the things that I have wanted to do is to make a reply to Lucien
Toutounji's note concerning the 6m Republican '"tourist view' postal card with
an "overprint" of "October 1954" (The Q.C., number 122 for June 1982, page
164) .

My first contact with this overprint came in the form of a copy of the
30-mills green Farouk registered (Higgins & Gage number C10) with a 35-mills
violet mosque stamp pasted atop the original vignette. The envelope was sold
at post offices, in this format, after the revolution, and I had several
copies before I acquired this one example which bore a handstamped overprint
consisting of what appeared to be an Arabic word and a year. Due to the
poorly struck nature of the handstamp, it was indecipherable. In the Gibbons
auction in which I purchased it, it was described as a "SPECIMEN".

This summer, during my time in Cairo, I saw on a wall of the Postal Museum
a framed grouping of postage stamps representing the issues that were
apparently available at post offices at the time of the first issue of
republican stamps. Included were regular issues, postage dues, the two
""delta barrage' airs without Farouk, as well as several postal stationery
items, including the afore-mentioned registered envelope, the 6-mills card
mentioned by Lucien Toutounji, the 4-mmils '"farmer'" envelope and the 10-mills
""defense' stamp posted atop the original vignette. I cannot recall if there
were any official stamps in the group. There were no "bar'-overprinted
stamps represented.

/ Continued . . .
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MARTTIME CANCEL ON

Proprietary Post
Office cancel
on 'Found Open'
label

Barly date w3

1927 FUAD

New known ship
'"PALESTINA'

Retouched for printing

Pagueboe @ moteurs « VICTORIA »
(20000 tuin,)

Exprezss de luve Europe-Egypte.

t Via Venne- Trieste)

QUESTION TIME 49

,B.Qb_c‘a'rto. Perullo. 'l g 3"‘"‘9%"}

ABU TID

~~~~~

Egregio Signor

\- = it o
Via laghraby No w ‘
il |

CA4AIRO

MiLANO

MiZsoLl B L. -

with inverted 'G!

(Retouched for printing)

Retouched for printing

5
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Overprint  "October 1954" - Continued

In each case, the stamp or stationery item had received the aforementiocned
hand-stamp, and the entire group was displayed in the manner that one would
see in a philatelic sales office, or a post office with a philatelic sales
counter.

When I requested to be allowed to climb a ladder to more closely view the
display, I was refused permission. The frame was mounted quite high up on
the east wall of the museum, and the handstamp was not legible, given the
distance and the poor lighting conditions. I did, however, recognize it as
the same handstamp that appears on my registered envelope.

Given the fact that Mr Toutounji has a 6-mills card with the handstamp, of
which, thanks to hih, we now know the translation, and I have the registered
envelope, it appears that there must have been one other display (or possibly
more) like the one in the Museum, and that that display was broken up, some
of the pieces now being in philatelic hands.

The purpose of the handstamped "October 1954'" was apparently tkat of a
"specimen'" overprint, allowing the items to be displayed to the public, but
invalidating them for postage, as a discouragement to theft. It would be
interesting to know if any other pieces are to be found in private hands.

An interesting sidelight on the situation of pasting republican stamps
atop the Farouk portraits on the 10-mills letter sheet and the 30-mills
registered envelope is the fact that in each case the portrait was first
obliterated by the application of a large rubber-stamped " X ", the postage
stamps then being affixed atop the "X'". This is yet another chapter in the
saga of the "bar'" overprint study, and an intriguing one at that ! I have
not yet seen any used examples of either of the two stationery items. FE
any have survived, they must be of great rarity. The unused examples of the
registered envelope are quite scarce, and I have seen only one example of
the letter sheet in a collection. Both deserve catalogue status, as the
"X" underprint will easily distinguish between the real thing and an ordinary
envelope with stamp pasted atop the vignette.

I regret that my example of the handstamp is so poorly struck that to
make a photograph of it would be a useless exercize.

Charles F. Hass (ESC 181)

* * Will Members please report examples of these postal stationery specimens
in their collections, or seen at auctions, etc.

QUESTION TIME - New Question
Q. Time 49 Question posed by E. Blackburn (ESC 24L4)

ABU TIG datestamp with 'G' inverted

I have a 5-mills postal stationery cover cancelled 16. 4. 14 at ABU TIG
which has the 'G' of 'TIG' inverted. (See illustration, which has been
retouched for printing - Editor).

Has this previously been reported, and was it subsequently corrected ?

MILITARY USE OF CIVIL POST OFFICES 1914/16 (J.A.Firebrace & F.W.Benians)

Mr John Firebrace writes to report having already received one or two very
good batches of data relevant to this study. However, he is hoping for 2
great deal more. This material is neither scarce nor expensive and every
collector of Egypt must have something !
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REPLIES T O QUESTIONS

Q. Time 10 "Thanks to British Navy" Labels" - Question originally put

in The Q.C. for June 1979 by P.R.Bertram

Mr J.S.Horesh (ESC 118) writes: "Referring to Q.C. Nos 110, 111 and 112,
members may be interested to know that a whole booklet was offered in R. Lowe's
sale of 7th October 1982. The date ascribed was '1942 (?)' and the booklet
was said to contain 10 panes (4 x 5) but it in fact contained 9 panes as 1 had
been removed but the top selvedge remained. Some stamps were partially
severed in 1 pane but otherwise the booklet, in grey covers, was in good
condition. The booklet was Lot 21 in the 'Cinderella' section of the sale

and was accompanied by prcofs of the complete vane on white and yellow card.

No estimate was given and the Io: rezlised £ 38. "

Q. Time 32  "Flaws on 1915 Official (Litho) Overprint" - Question put
in The Q.C. for Sept 1981, No. 119, by Dr S. Luitse (ESC 232)
Mr P.E.Whetter (ESC 133) writes: " The varieties to which Dr Luitse draws

attention are known but I have not seen them listed in detail. D. McNeille
wrote about this stamp in L.0.P. No. 28 (page 59) and the following are a few
of the comments he made :-

"' The sheets, two panes of 100 one above the other, were overprinted

without removal of the margins. One drawing appears to have been reproduced
on the printing stones (Of 200) as I have not been able to find any recurring
varieties. The non-recurring varieties on the 5-mill value are Angle Lines

in N.W. and N.E. corners . . . I have an upper pane of 100 with Control 3 on
which there is a large spot of ink in the centre of each '0' on Nos. 1 to 11

and 20 and a spot above the 'O' on No. 1. On the upper pane many stamps are
found with a =mudge of ink in the centre of the '0O' which in later printings
becomes a shiny mass of ink. There are many other varieties but those above

(I have not mentioned all of them) are the most prominent.'

I have in my own collection complete sheeis (i.e. two panes of 100) of
Plates 1, 2 and 3 and perhaps one céay I shel! find time to examine them in
detail and report my findings. The upper pune of my Plate 3 has nearly all
the varieties listed by Dr Luitse."

Q. Time L5 "Interpostal Seal on Cover" - Question rut in Q.C. 123
for Sept 1982, by Mr E. Blackburn (ESC 244) who himself writes
further in regard to this :-

" Further to the question I instigated you may recall that at the Birmingham
Meeting I drew attention to a very faint double rectangle datestamp in blue
on the reverse of the cover. Now that I have a copy of Chirchini, I realise
that the wmark is very similar to those illustrated on page 152 and if all
the marks on that page are varieties of 'Advice of Receipt' then it would seem
likely that the two halves of an Interpostal Seal were used to attach the
relevant form to the cover."

Q. Time 46  "Rural Service - Locations" - Question put in Q.C. 123
for September 1982, by Mr E. Blackburn (BESC 24k)
Mr J.M.Murphy (BSC 240) writes: ' I was interested to read this Question

since it links with work I have been doing on locating the post offices of
Egypt and their respective likely occurrences in post-marks, based on the
1897 Census, which I find well documented.

I find I can pinpoint the route of this cover fairly well, thanks to the
help of the 1929 Survey of Egypt 1:100,000 Atlas, but I am afraid there are a
couple of misreadings - the Rural Service handstamp reads in Arabic "Hamul
and Kom el-Ahmar'" and the left-hand transit stamp on the back reads in Arabic
"Hamul" rather than "Hamiq'.

/ Continued . . .



Reply to Question Time 46: Rural Service Location 224

Shubra Zingi had a population of 3,930 (4,150 with one dependent village) in
1897, and is described as being 1 hour and 15 minutes' walking distance from
Minuf. In fact it lies directly east of Minuf, at the end of a minor road

from the main road between Chibin el-Kom and el-Bagur.

Kom el-Ahmar ("the red mound" or "hill") was a popular place name. In 1929
there were 13 places called Kom el-Ahmar in Egypt (five fewer than 30 years
before) but only one of them is in Minufiyeh, fractionally closer to Minuf
than is Shubra Zingi. Population in 1897 was 657, too small to have dependencies

Hamul 8km (i.e. 5 miles and again about 75 minutes' walking time) from Minuf,

had an 1897 population of 3,850 (4,130 with three dependent villages), a third
class post office (i.e. open to ordinary, registered and official ccrrespondence,
and to ordinary parcels) and a telegraph office. It was clearly the main
postal centre for the immediate area, although later Sirs el-Laiyana also had

a post office.

I seems that the cover the subject of Q. Time 46 was sent from Shubra Zingi
by foot to tiny Kom el-Ahmar, where it joined the Rural (boat) Service on
either the main (navigable) Bagariya Canal or its northern off-shoot, the el-
Diwan Canal, for the Kom el-Ahmar - Hamul journey. At Hamul it joined the
66-mile Tanta - Barrage (for Cairo) branch rail line which passed through
Tanta - Chibin - Minuf - Ashmunein to Barrage, and was picked up by the main-
line Alexandria - Cairo train at the Delta Barrage.

On the accompanying sketch map (1cm = 1km) I have omitted most roads, but
can find none on the map to cover the triangle of Kom el-Ahmar, Hamul and
Minuf, and also the Nile branches which fill much of the lower half. Later
(from 1929) access to Shubra Zingi may have been eased by the Benha - Minuf
branch rail line of 15 miles, but at this stage it seems that the first part of

the letter's journey must have been by canal.
J.M.Murphy (ESC 240)
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