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EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OFFICIEL = Continued

1914-i

BRIEF COMMENTARY

1914 - War clouds looming, and most of Egyptian Postal Service efforts
devoted to keeping track of international areas of disruption;
services with Red Sea and el-Arish in trouble; new post offices
opened or expanded. (JMM)

40, 717 Apr 1 From April 1, insured boxes for Britain will be accepted under
the "duty paid" system, by which the approximate duty leviable
by British Customs is levied by the Egyptian Post Office, and
the article is delivered free of further duty.

82, 1589 Jul 6 Parcels for Mexico via France accepted only at sender's risk
because of events in Mexico. (Jul 3)

94, 1774 Aug 1 1l.offices newly admitted to the money orders service - Sanabu
(Asyut) , Manchiet Sultan (Minufia).
2. admitted to all services - Mit el-Kholi (Dagalia), 'Assirat
(Girge) .
3. admitted to money order exchange - Dessures, Sanbur, Hosh
'Issa, Nigila, Taufigia (Beheira); Mitubis, Bashbish, Shin
(Gharbia) ; Kom en-Nur, Aulia, Mit Sammanud, Sineta, Mahallet
Domana (Dagalia); Agiad, Gidaida, Qassassin (Shargia); Samadun
@enufia); Qaha (Qalioubia); Manashi, Matania, Rigga (Giza);
Tamiya (Fayoum); Abu Shusha, Abu Tisht (Qena); Siba'iya (Aswan).
4! Savings Bank services extended to - Kamal Nur (sic), Samadun,
Nigila, Matania, Rigga, Hosh 'Issa, Sanbur, Shin, Mahallet
Domana .

99, 1829 Aug 8 Suspended until further notice - 1, exchange of insured parcels
with overseas; 2, collection order service with overseas; 3,
foreign parcels service, except for Great Britain and transit
(exclusively via Gibraltar), and Italy.

113, 1949 Sep 2 Registered correspondence to Austria and Germany suspended "in
view of the present situation in Europe." Registered
correspondence for other countries accepted at sender's risk,
with no responsibility for loss "arising from the present
international situation." (Aug 31)

127, 2080 Sep 26 Parcels service restored with Denmark, Sweden, Norway on the
P&O "All Sea Route" exclusively. Other parcels restored - by
French paquebot service, to British East Africa, Cochin China,
Comores, French Somali Coast, Ethiopia, French Indo-China and
French East Indies. By Dutch paquebot - Dutch East Indies. By
Japanese and French paquebots - Japan. By French paquebot,
Laos and Madagascar. French or Japanese paquebot, Manchuria
(Japanese offices). French paquebot, Maurice, Reunion, Mahe,
Siam. Parcels for Australia and transit via Australia must go
by the Orient Line.

138, 2205 Oct 19 Exchange of money orders, both ordinary and telegraphic,
between Egypt, Sudan and Britain, its colonies and
possessions, has been resumed. (Oct 16)

150, 2320 Nov 7 The contract for harbour transport, by steam, motor launch and
mohane, of mails at Port Said, has been awarded to Hagg
Mustapha Ghandar, of Port Said.

1914 Continued . .
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EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OFFICIEL - Continued

1914 -ii

151, 2322 Nov 9 Parcel service with Turkey, Syria and Ottoman post offices of
the Red Sea littoral suspended. (Nov 6)

Correspondence addressed to initials, numbers or other
anonymous indications will no longer be accepted by France.

Postal communications with BAustria and Germany suspended.

Exchange of ordinary (not insured, COD or duty free) parcels
restored with (see 127, 2080 above) .

154, 2354 Nov 14 Registered correspondence with el-Arish suspended.

160, 2433 Nov 28 Fee payable on internal money orders or those directed to
Sudan reduced to 15 mills. (Nov 26)

167, 2504 Dec 12 Postal communication with Turkey, Syria and Turkish Red Sea
offices suspended, so mails already en route will be returned
to senders or, in default, fall into the dead-letter office.

1915-i

BRIEF COMMENTARY

1915 - War problems still predominate, with Egyptian Postal Service
refusing responsibility for articles lost due to force majeure;
books for the troops may be sent free of charge; postal rates
raised for "within city" mails, papers, visiting cards, etc, and
also post cards within Egypt; censorship regulations prohibit
any unauthorised person from carrying messages to or from the UK;
postal order system established . (JMM)

15, 175 Feb 1 From Feb 1, insured letters and boxes service resumed to all
countries except Germany, Austria, Bosnia-Herzogovina,
Belgium, Brazil, Denmark, Norway, Turkey (including Syria and
Turkish Red Sea offices), Roumania, Servia, Montenegro,
Sweden, Luxembourg. (Jan 27)

Insured parcels service will resume with Britain (and all
countries in transit thereby), British India (and all
countries in transit by way of Aden and Bombay, such as
Portuguese East Indies, Br. Somaliland, Zanzibar etc), Cyprus,
Tripolotania, Malta, Gibraltar, Straits Settlements, Br.

North Borneo, Fed. Malay States, Labuan, Sarawak, the Italian
colonies of Benadir and Erithrea, Aden, China (Br. offices
only), Ceylon, Switzerland (via Italy), Dutch East Indies,
Japan. (Jan 27)

The public is hereby notified that with effect from February
1, 1915, the Eg5§tian Postal Administration assumes no
responsibility for the loss of postal articles through force
majeure. It is, however, always open to senders to insure
with insurance companies against such risks. (Jan 27)

17, 200 Feb 6 Sultan's Decree dated Feb 2 raising "within city" franking fee
to 5 mills for each 30gm or part thereof, double i1f unfranked.
Also lifting postage on non-periodical papers, visiting cards,
legal papers and samples within Egypt to 2 mills for each
50gm or part, double if unfranked, to take effect Mar 1.

1915 Continued . . .
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1915 -ii

37; 585 Mar 29 TFrom April 1, issue of money orders on France, Italy (and its
colonies and possessions), Greece and Switzerland resumed.

Commission on money orders for Britain, colonies and
possessions, which had been raised provisionally, will be
reduced to the normal rate from April 1.

An Indian post office has opened at Busrah on the Persian
Gulf. Rates from Egypt as for India proper, 5 mills/20gm.

38, 601 Apr 1 5 mills/20gm rate now applies to the following {(as Britain):
Samoa, New Guinea (except Dutch), Bismarck Archipelago (New
Britain, New Ireland, New Hanover, Admiralty Island etc),
Nauru, Bougainville, Boka, Districts of Lomeland, Mishabe,
Kette-Kraibi, the part of the district of Mangu-Yedi forming
the country of Dagomba in Togoland, and Koweit.

39, 625 Apr 6 Issue of money orders upcon the US resumed. (Apr 2)

Anyone wishing to give books in English or French to the

troops camped in Alexandria "with the aim of occupying their
free time'" can have them delivered free of charge if

addressed to His Excellency N.T. Borton Pacha, Director-General
of Posts, Alexandria, and labelled "Books for the Troops."

(Apr 2)

57 1028 Jun 7 Foreign money order exchanges and all other cash services will
be resumed from June 15 with Bulgaria, Chili, Corea, Denmark,
Danish West Indies, Dutch East Indies, Finland, Honduras
Republic, Japan, Karafuto (Saghalien), Luxembourg, Manchuria,
Montenegro, Netherlands, Norway, Russia, Salvador, Servia,
Sweden, Uruguay.

63, 1151 Jun 28 NOTICE. The attention of the public is drawn to the following
Regulations made under the Defence of the Realm Acts in regard
to the carriage of letters to and from the United Kingdom, as
set forth by Order in Council of March 23.

"No person shall without lawful authority transmit
(otherwise than through the post) or convey, to or from the
United Kingdom, or receive or have in his possession for such
transmission or conveyance, any letter or written message for
any other person, and if any person contravenes this provision
he shall be guiltyof an offence against the Regulations. This
Regulation shall not apply to "shipowners' letters" as defined
by section thirty of the Post Office Act, 1908, nor to any class
of letters or written messages that may be for the time being
exempted by order of the Secretary of State."

67, 1209-10 Jul 12 Sultan's Decree establishing postal orders, (Jul 6) in a range
of 20 values from 20 mills to £1E in 50 mills steps, to which
smaller amounts may be added in stamps. Charges, 50-150 mills,
4 mills; 300-750 mills, 7 mills; 800 mills-£1E, 10 mills.

68, 1225 Jul 15 Erratum - in above, read 200-750 mills as second fee step.

70, 1245 Jul 19 Egyptian Inland Postal Orders may now be purchased at all post
offices admitted to the money order service.

Parcels containing cigars or cigarettes addressed to troops in
France are subject to the same formalities and customs charges
as those to civilians, and may be refused by the French postal
authorities if duty is unpaid.

1915 Continued . . .
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1915 -iii

72, 1273 Jul 26 The French post authorities say that parcels containing cigars
or cigarettes addressed individually to French soldiers are no
longer admitted to France. An exception is the case of gifts
of residents abroad to armies, hospitals or military ambulances,
in which case they must be addressed to the Ministry of War for
distribution. Individual parcels from abroad addressed to
soldiers in the British and Belgian Expeditionary forces
operating in France are admitted free of charge.

The Swiss post office has agreed to act as intermediary for
correspondence only, addressed to British and French POWs in
Turkey. Correspondence is invited.

80, 1372 Aug 23 The French now say tobacco may be sent to individual French
soldiers, but to a limit of 1lkg of tobacco or 500 cigarettes,
and sent duty paid.

87, 1432 Sep 13 Despatch from Egypt of collection orders and COD parcels to
France suspended.

91, 1488 Sep 27 France forbids liquids or perishable foods in parcels to French
soldiers; other parcels should be packed in canvas or strong
paper, not wood, metal or cardboard.

100, 1571 Oct 25 Money orders drawn for presentation in Holland, United States
suspended.

102, 1593 Nov 1 Insured parcels service with France restored; insured parcels
and money order service with Bulgaria suspended.

106, 1637 Nov 15 sultan's Decree (Nov 8) - Parcels readdressed for reason of
change of address of recipient, return to sender or any
other cause (except postal service error) will render that
parcel to a second charge, to be paid by the sender or
recipient.

108, 1661 Nov 22 At the request of Greece, money orders for Greece suspended
owing to exchange rate fluctuations.

110, 1682 Nov 29 As above, for Switzerland, Norway, Sweden.

114, 1715 Dec 6 Sultan's Decree (Nov 30) - Post card rates within Egypt
raised to 3 mills for a simple card, and 6 mills reply-paid.
Double if unfranked, to take effect from Jan 1 1916.

114, 1717 Dec 6 1Italian post office requests: no food should be sent to
troops in Italy.

119, 1804 Dec 23 Money orders exchange between Egypt and Servia and
Montenegro temporarily suspended.

1916-i

1916 - War closes on Egypt - Kantara and western oases services suspended ;
sending picture post cards to neutral countries prohibited;
arrangements for sending mail and money orders to POWs in Europe;
free postage applies only to troops in the field.

BRIEF COMMENTARY

From Jan 1 1916, the JO is paginated per issue rather than through
the whole annual publication, as heretofore. (aMM)

1916 Continued .
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1916 —ii

Mail import of unmanufactured cotton into the US prohibited,
except when ordered by or intended for the Cffice of Foreign
Seed and Plant Introduction, Washington - parcels otherwise

addressed will be refused.

The public is hereby notified that the Kantara post office
will be closed on and after the 7th of this month.

Parcel service with Russia temé}arily suspended from Feb 8.

The public is hereby informed that by order of the military
authorities the exchange of picture postcards with neutral
countries is prohibited until further notice.

The public is hereby notified that the postal service on the
western Oasis line (ie, Dakhla/Kharga) is temporarily
suspended.

Oasis
The post office at WahaE/Baharia has been temporarily closed.

From May 1, Inland Postal Orders' validity is reduced to three
months excluding the month of issue. Duplicates will then be

.issued after three months, not six months as previously.

The public is warned that the despatch by p@st of explosibles
in general and of shells, portions of shells, fuses or
projectiles of any kind is strictly prohibited. Such articles
thus despatched constitute a danger to the postal staff and

to the postal matter enclosed in the mail bags; consequently,
strict orders have been issued for their immediate destruction.

Italy notifies Egypt that Avis de Reception cannot be
furnished for registered and insured articles addressed to
Italian trxoops on active.service.

Parcels for Sudan addressed to Bara, Delgo, Gallabat, Gedaref,
Kassala, Korkof, Singa, Kosha, Nahud, Roseires, Talodi
(Kordofan) , Tokar and Wau, as well as for the Western Frontier
Force, Sudan, which on the final stage of their journey are
sent by camel or mule, should be packed so as to adequately
protect their contents against risk of injury.

Arrangements have been made for the transfer of Savings Bank
deposit accounts between Egypt and Sudan.

The public is reminded that cinematographic films cannot be
forwarded to Greece except by means of a special permit from
the British legation in Athens.

Samples of cotton may be sent to Switzerland, but only on
production of a special Customs export permit.

Owing to the considerable number of articles prohibited from
import into Italy, it has been decided to suspend the parcel
post with that country until further notice.

At the request of the Italian post office, insured articles
addressed to Italian troops will no longer be accepted for

ansmission 1916 Continued . . .
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1916 -iii

Ordinary correspondence only, for the towns of Djeddah and
Mecca, 1s accepted for transmission.

Advice for mails to Russia during the war: Poste Restante
material must bear the name and surname of the addressee;
all mail addressed to "c/o", "To be handed to....", "For..."
when the intermediary is not fully named, together with
mail to fictitious names and those addressed to initials,
figures, etc, will be destroyed.

By order of the Military Authorities, the despatch of postal
parcels by any particular mail cannot be assured unless they
are deposited at the post office at least 48 hours before
the date fixed for the departure of the mail.

Virtual repitition of 12,3 above, warning that cotton
addressed to individuals within the Office of Foreign Seed
etc in Washington unacceptable.

The specie service with Bir Shams p.o. will be resumed from
Sep 25, during the cotton season.

Parcels for Switzerland suspended.

Money orders upon Denmark suspended because of exchange rate
fluctuations.

Mail to Gambele (Sudan) will in future go via Suez and Djibouti
and responsibility for registered letters will be held only as
far as Addis Ababa.

Owing to the representations of the Egyptian post office, the
Italian postal authorities have cancelled the large list of
articles banned from import into Italy. Consequently the
parcels post service with Italy is resumed.

Sultan's Decree (Oct 24, to take effect one month after its
appearance in the JO) - Internal money orders will not be
issued for sums lower than E£1E. The charges remain the same,
3 mills per £1E, with a minimum of 15 mills.

The public is informed that postal money orders may be
despatched to POWs interned in Germany, Austro-Hungary etc,
free of the usual comission. Send to Controle-G€nerale des
Postes 2 Berne, with the payee's name on the back of the
address coupon.

From Jan 1 the annual subscription for a post office box is
£1E under a new system, with the previous £1E deposit to be
abolished and refunded.

The public is reminded that the privilege of free postage is
applicable only in the case of correspondence despatched by
troops in the field; it does not apply to Q?respondence posted
by civilians and addressed to such troops; such correspondence
must be stamped at the usual rates.

Members are reminded of the suggestion by the compiler of

these extracts, Mr J.M.Murphy, to note such changes minuted in Journal
Officiel as relate to their -particular collecting interest. It is hoped

to publish further axtracts regularly. And can anybody help with 1912
and earlier volumes ?
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RECENT ACQUISITIONS

Lars Alund (ESC 105) reports a lucky 'find' in his recent purchase of a lot
of modern Egypt stamps. He found inverted watermarks on the 1953 (Nefertiti)
100-mills value, on a pair and a single. He has not seen this variety
recorded so far.

Lars Alund has also written: '"Life is full of surprises. When I received
a German auction catalogue I noticed an Egyptian collection, valued at about
£ 15. Just for fun I entered a bid and I got this lot. It contained a
1-piastre stamp of 1867 with a very clear postmark "CANAL DE SUEZ // KIL 83"

and the date is '"18 // OCT // 68". I enclose a photocopy (reproduced) but
unfortunately the postmark does not show up very well. As far as I can see,
this is the earliest date recorded from "KIL. 83" - compare L'OP No. 81,
page 27."

***  Congratulations to Lars Alund on his two acquisitions. This feature in
the Q.C., which I hope will become regular, was started in response to a
suggestion by Mr Pip Whetter (ESC 133). What we are hoping to have reported.
by Circle are purchases of modest amount which are found to contain significant
material which had not been noticed - exactly like the two items reported above.
("Serendipity" is the word) - Editor.

QUESTTION TIME - NEW QUESTIONS

Q. Time 51 - Repair of Damaged Mail
Question put by Mr E. Blackburn (ESC 24lk)

I first came across a reference to Egypt's "Found Open and Officially Sealed"
labels in a French-language stamp album published by A. P. Riffis and printed
in Cairo, circa 1940. _

This describes eight types issued between 1906 and 1931 and these are
illustrated on page 1161 of Chirchini with the same dates ascribed to them.
I have a 6th issue (1926) label (illustrated) which arouses my suspicions as

the postmark purports to read: " -1 III 8 6-A ". On the other hand the
issue dates guoted by my two sources are corroborated by a 2nd issue (1908)
label, in the top margin of which is printed: " McC. & Co. Ltd., Printers, Ldn.

- 200 Bks. 1908."

This leads me to the 1962 edition of Mr Kehr's "The Interpostals of Egypt,
1864 - 1892" in which he illustrates with a 7th issue (1927) label that part of
his text where he says that the Postal Administration has long had such labels
for the repair of damaged mail. The use of Interpostals for the same purpose
might merely be the result of Interpostals being nearer to hand than the
regular seals at the time the repair was effected. As some 14 years elapsed
between the replacement of Interpostals by the "Meery" Official and the
introduction of "Found Open' labels, I am prompted to ask whether post offices
continued to hold stocks of Interpostals long after 1892.

My contribution to 'UPDATA' in the December 1982 Q.C. (Whole Number 124;
pages 220, 221) included a 1908 '"Found Open" label cancelled by Thomas Cook's
type H. TC. 6 with early date 8- VI 23. I am now thinking it is perhaps as
remarkable as an instance of late use of the label itself, 2nd issue.

Q. Time 52 - Political Prisoners' Mail, 1916
Question put by Mr P.R.Bertram (ESC 137)

My query relates to front and back of a 1916 postal stationery card surcharged
3 mills on 2 mills. Is it strictly a prisoner of war item ? Can anybody help
with deciphering the postmark cancelling the stamp - it is dated 11. X. 16 11M1-AM
and the town reads " ?AHIG " - see tracing. What is the significance of GIZA
on the front and GIZA BRANCH on the back ? And what of the two strikes of
the intaglio seal ?

*** Front and back of Card illustrated on page 268, together with Robin Bertram's

tracing of the canceller. Can an Arabic scholar among our members kindly let
us know what political secret of the Sphinx is hidden in the message ? - Editor
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QUESTTION TIME - MORE QUESTIONS

Q. Time 53 - Unstamped Canadian Postcard
Question put by Lars Alund (ESC 105)

In a recently-purchased lot of Egyptian items I have found a picture post card
which puzzles me. It was mailed from Toronto, Canada, to a Miss A.V.Smith,
¢/o Thomas Cook & Son, '"mear Shepheard's Hotel'", Cairo, from where it had been
forwarded to Naples. The postcard was postmarked in Toronto MAR 11, 1903,
and has an arrival postmark from Cook's Tourist Office in Cairo on 29.III.03.
Before that a T.P.0O. postmark "Amb. Alexandrie - Caire, 29. III, 03" was applied.
Evidently Miss Smith had moved to Naples and therefore the postcard received a
despatch postmark from the Cook's Service on March 31, and additional postmark
of the Egyptian Post Office in Cairo of the same date an' eventually a (very
weak) Italian arrival postmark of Naples. The date into Naples is illegible.

Everything seems quite normal, but how could this postcard be forwarded from
Canada to Egypt and from there to Italy without postage being paid ? - There is
no sign of a stamp being affixed to the postcard, or removed from it, and there
are no markings to indicate that postage due was claimed. Can anyone explain ?

***  On the following day, Lord Justice Lars Alund wrote as follows :-

Since I wrote to you yesterday I have had a closer look at my collection of
proprietary pst offices. To my surprise I found that the picture post card
from Toronto, described in my letter, is still more interesting tha% I thought.
The c.d.s. from the Cook's Tourist Service is Type 2. According to my notes
this postmark has not been seen with an earlier date than 5 April 1903. My
postcard, hoever, is dated 29.II1.03, earlier than previously known. Eureka !

e Which prompts the Editor to pontificate that a good philatelic (or postal
history) item is one which does not reveal all its worth to the initial
enquiry. See illustration on page 270.

Q. Time 54 - Turkey Adhesive used from Egypt, 1911
Question put by Mr P.R.Bertram (ESC 137)

This cover (Mena House Hotel impressed on rear) is dated 8.XII.11 from GIZA.
It has a contemporary Turkey adhesive on the front, which has net been eancelled.
From its condition I gain the impression that it was put on at the same time.
From Gibbons I note that this stamp, overprinted with the Turkish equivalent of
'discount', can be found on foreign mail. Is this rare or not on, Egyptlan
mail 2 (I1lustrated on page 270 - Editor).

Q. Time 55 - Motto impressed on envelope
Question put by Mr P.R.Bertram (ESC 137)

Not strictly philatelic, but nevertheless of interest, is the motif on the
back of a registered cover from Giza to London dated 15th March 1911. It

consists of an heraldic shield surmounted by a cat. The motto reads: "TOUCH
NOT THE CAT BUT A GLOVE'". Can somebody explain please ?
Q. Time 56.1 and 56.2 - Incomplete cancellations

Questions put by Mr P.R.Bertram (ESC 137)

The first incomplete cancellation is dated 19.JU.41 and round the base
reads MIDAN CASH (2).

The second incomplete cancellation is a star & crescent cancellation which
reads GAFARTA.

Can anybody help with these two items, please ?

3k % 3

The material referred to in Q. Time 55, 56.1 and 56.2 is illustrated
on page 270 - Editor.
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