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AL-ALZAR MILLENARY
1. Preliminary note by editor
This Mosque was founded in the Moslem year 341 so that, one

thousand Moslem years later is 1361 (= A.D. 1942). A set of four
values to celebrate this event was printed in 1942, but not issued.

(Why 7). In 1937 the stock of stamps appears to have been
discovered, as was also, it seems, the fact that the design and
inscription of Farouk’s time did not offend the revolutionary
authorities. The date problem was sufficiently solved by
overprinting with the Moslem year 1376. Three of the four stamps,
with Moslem year overprints, were issued in 19537, but the é-mills
value was not (why ?). As to the FDC the dating error in the
printing of Mr Murphy’'s FDC [3467 — 134671 may perhaps have been due
to an error of transposing figures. Was this error the reason for
withdrawing stocks ? (if they were withdrawn?). We shall be

interested to know whether other members have FDC’s of this set.

2. Was the 1957 FDC a Letter Sheet ?
by J M Murphy (ESC 24Q)

Was the FDC for the 19357 Al—-Azhar Millenary set a letter sheet ? I
have such a sheet, bearing the three stamps (S6 525-7) cancelled
with a First Day strike of 27.4.57, but unaddressed. It consists
of a single sheet 330 mm wide and 196 mm deep, folded to form four
pages, and topped by a flap gummed on the reverse, 18 mm wide and
tapering from 165 mm to 139 mm long.

The upper half of the first page carries, in black, the same
vignette of the Al-Azhar Yniversity, with its distinctive twin
minarets, as do the stamps, with the inscription "Al-Azhar 1000th

Anniversary" in English and the same in Arabic except that the
vyears 367-1367 A.H. are shown (this inscription, incidentally, is
mistaken: the overprint on the stamps - 13746 - shows the correct

Moslem year).

The second folded page, like the lower half of the first and all of
the fourth, is left blank. The third carries two vignettes in
brown, titled (in English and Arabic) "0ld Islamic Characters", and
the lower shows various Islamic artefacts - jewellery, mushrabiya,
ceramic, tapestry, etc. - labelled "Islamic Arts".

Both the front and lower inner vignettes are signed, in Arabic,
Youssef 1957, and the front carries, in both English and Arabic,
the phrase "First Day of Issue", in the same type (the English 24
mm long and 1.5 mm high) as normal FDC’s of the time, but no other
indication of the sheet’s being an official Postal Authority
publication. The sheet is not mentioned by Gibbons, Zeheri or
Higgins & Gage, and I wonder if members know it, or can illustrate
any other FDC for these stamps ?

3. How many Millenary stamps were intended 7
by Lucien 8. TouTounji (ESC 264)

I recently acquired an interesting philatelic piece in Cairo.
/ Continued . o
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A1-AZHAR MILLENARY SET : FDC = LETTERSHEET ? (J M Murphy)
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AL-AZHAR MILLENARY - Continued

It consists of the six mills and the fifteen mills stamps of the
Al—-Azhar millenary without overprint, stuck onto a thick card.
This bear the following inscriptions in Arabic -

Two out of three values of the commemorative stamps
For the millenary of the Al-Azhar Mosque
61 - 1361
and at the bottom right the following :-

Egyptian Survey Department
September 1942

This inscription seems to indicate that it was initially intended
to issue a set of three stamps rather than four as were ultimately
printed.

REVENUE REPORT

Mr G. Mark Dorman (ESC 211) reports as follows in regard to Revenue
Stamps -

I was most interested to read in the last GOC about Ron Harris’
block of four of the 10 mills Fuad rose with Consular Use overprint
as I imagine Feter Feltus will be also. I have one with an
indecipherable cancellation which came from the Thill sale in 1972.
I am enclosing Charlie Hass” photos, for whose eventual return I
would be grateful, of my cigarette tax stamp, Feltus No. 268, which
he states is the only one he has ever seen - also ex Thill. Maybe
some more copies will now surface.

There is no doubt that a number of revenues are excessively scarce
- the 1916 de la Rue stamps, with the exception of the 5 mills,
come to mind.

From the small amount of Cinderella material that I see, it is
surprising that, except for the de la Rue Salt Tax (except for the
£5), and a few modern general revenues, so little Egyptian material
appears.

I hope as a result of your note in the GQC more interest in these
now "respectable’ and very interesting stamps will be stimulated.

*¥¥% The quite superb photographs are reproduceed.

* % Whose turn is it to furnish the next REVENUE REFORT P
= Editor.
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QUESTION TIME

Q. TIME 37 Question put by Robin Bertram (ESC 137)
A I F? Handstamp

Can anyone assist with the cancellation on the First World War

Forces’® cover dated 26.FE.16 ? It appears to read around the top
- "A.I.F. INTER. BASE P.0." Can someone interpret this please 7
*## Please see illustration - Editor

@. TIME 38 Guestion put by Stanley Horesh

’HUR’ cancellation

Can any Member please give the location of this town, from which
the cover illustrated was sent on 21 December 1948 to Jaffa.

@. TIME 59 Question set by the Editor
Posta Europea - Native covers

Your editor posed this question during the display of "Pre—-adhesive
Egypt" given to the August meeting. Why is it that the majority
of the Fosta Europea covers are sent by Arabic-speaking senders to
Arabic-reading recipients, although the Posta Europea was
established by the Italian commercial community for the use of the
Italian commercial community 7 During the display it was noticed
that the preponderance of the Fosta Europea covers were addressed
in Arabic. 0f these, a few were, despite the Arabic addressing,
sent to Italian members of the community. Nevertheless, the
quantity involved in this aspect did not alter the fact that the
chief use of the Posta Europea was made by the native population.

Q. TIME &0 Question put by Feter Grech (ESC 266)

Cairo Delivery

The photocopy of the 1890 picture postcard (illustrated - Editor)
shows that the word "CAIRD" forms an arc, close to the
circumference, while the word "DELIVERY" is in a straight line,
just above the date-line. Marks are known with these two words
transposed, i.e. with the word "DELIVERY" forming the arc, while
"CAIRO" is in a straight line. Do other Members have examples of

the mark now illustrated ?

Q. TIME 61 Auestion put by Lord Justice Lars Alund
TURKEY Postmark ?

The mark illustrated (and retouched for printing) shows the letters

g R ] I . " in the bottom half of the circumference, suggesting
that the full word is Turquie. This mark has been applied to a
one-piastre value, blue, of 1884 and rather resembles the

CONSTANTINOPLE - GALATZ cancels. What is the meaning of "135=27" 7

#%* Your Editor is inclined to believe that the expression "15=27"
should be taken literally (or, at least, mathematically). Could
this date style relate to the period when the Gregorian calendar
was being adopted locally 7 Could their 15th October be the same
as our 27th October 7 But why is your editor attempting to answer
the questions ? - that’s your job !
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QUESTION TIME (2)

Q. TIME 62 Question put by Ted Fraser—-Smith (ESC 238)
1935 Registered Cover °"OFFICE OF THE JUDICIAL ADVISER’

The Registered *OHEMS® label is closely similar to the type
designated by Prof. P A S Smith as A-VII (see The QC, June 1975,

Whole Number 94, page 143). Minor differences include: line below
the serial number: line at bottom joining the 1left and right
coloured panels; size and style of "N of “No.’ Do members have

views on this label 7

* Apart from the cachet "JUDICIAL ADVISER’S OFFICE" there is a
big point of attractiveness in this cover: it lies in the
reproduction of the registration label. The printing master for
this page 1is basically a xerographic photocopy, but the
reproduction of the label is an actual photograph. The printing of
the label is black on a dark red paper — an atrocious original for
any means of reproduction, and which would come out completely
black on a photocopy. Our member appears to have persuaded a
photographer to solve the problem and he declined to make a charge
- or to sell the photograph itself ! - Editor.

Q. TIME 63 Question put by Ted Fraser—5mith
*UNIVERSITY OF EBGYPT® Cachet

I have a 1927 official cover sent to Canada with a cachet in Arabic
only "University of Egypt / General Administrative Office". Are
these cachets recorded anywhere ?

%% The cachets on Official covers are of great interest and throw
light on the spread of Governmental activities. The study of the
cachets ought to be part of the study of Officials generally, but
we are not aware that this has ever been done formally. There are
two obvious difficulties: (1) most cachets were very poorly struck
and are mainly illegiblej (2) their study requires a knowledge of
Arabic.

Your editor is in charge of Officials, as a Circle atudy, and
would be glad to co-ordinate a study of these cachets (or would be
glad to hand to any active member wishing to undertake it). The
following data should be sought from all sources, and a start
should be made by asking members to report from their own
collections of official covers :-—

Date and sending depaartment or organisation
Franking details Registration details
Cachet - description and wording

Cachet - dimensions (mm) Colour of strike
Addressee — country and organisation

Whether envelope imprint - if so, details

Whether Seal - if so, details

Members should not send photocpies etc. in the first place but may
be asked to supply copies, tracings, etc. of cachets, envelope
imprints and seals.

Come on, everybody, join in ! - but don’t forget that officialdom
all over the world is busy generating paper — we may have a very
large study ahead of us !
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QUESTION TIME (3)

@. TIME 64 Question put by Ted Fraser-8mith (ESC 238)
Variety on 1926 Official, 10m

I have an example of this stamp which has a variety in the left-
hand panel. There is a white dot under the "I" of "DIX"which is
big enough to be seen on the photocopy. Has this been reported
before ? My copy is a loose single — is it possible to plate this
variety ?

Q. TIME &3 Question put by Ted Fraser-Smith (ESC 238)
Index

What are the relevant references to *0Officials” in past numbers of
the QC 7

¥* % In this issue of the QC there is printed, as a supplement,
section 4 of Edmund Hall’s Index to the Philatelic Literature of
Egypt which deals with Officials - Editor

@. TIME &6 Question put by Mr W P Johns (ESC 287)

Variety on 1961 4m (86 670)

This has the centre of M (for Mills) completely missing. It does
not seem to be listed in either Zeheri or Gibbons. I am wondering
whether other members have a copy, or know of this variety. Can

it be plated 7

Q. TIME &7 (Report rather than a question, from
Edmund Hall)
Variety on 19358 Rameses 10m

Edmund Hall writes: "This has an extra spot in the Arabic U A R’
which turns J (R) of BARID into o (Z), but it doesn’t make a
new word, according to my Arabic dictionary."

RURAL SERVICE (FE Whetter — ESC 133)

This cover franked by Farouk + bars has an all-Arabic cancel.
Below the outline star at top it reads "Bareed Tawaf" (Rural
Service). In the lower half, fairly clear, el—-Luxor at right then
a hyphen and then what seems like ASH-SHI a small town on east bank
of the Nile, 25 Km fron Luxor.

(Arabic translations by Mike Murphy - ESC 240)

EXHIBITION SUCCESS

Mr Cyril E Grey (ESC 245) came second in the Humour, Art & Artists
section at BIPEX 83 with "BRITISH FORCES IN EGYPT 1942-43",

Mr Grey had shown the sheets to the Circle in the previous year and
had been encouraged by praise from Jim Benians (ESC 123) who said
that the items were very collectable.
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Compiled by E. Hall (ESC 239)
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