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CANCELLATION OF 'AIR MAIL' INSTRUCTIONS Continued 

R .. ? ? 2 z ; I 

q ? 2 t z 2 2 

f 2 l I l i 2 I 

• z l I Z z 2 
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Zi 
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a. 

Four parallel bars in mauve, 27 mm long, 
cancelling BY AIR MAIL printed on a 
standard light-weight envelope. CAIRO 
MOUVEMENT ETRANGER 8 AP 42, to Toronto. 
By this time in the War, mail was flown to 
Durban and thence travelled by sea. The 10-
gm rate to UK was 45 mills; this cover was 
stamped 52 mills. No backstamp. 

Six bars in red, cancelling the printed BY 
AIR MAIL cachet on a light-weight envelope. 
CAIRO postmark illegible, but probably 1944 
or 1945, in view of the late censor mark. 
Addressed to Sweden, stamped 67 mills, which 
seems more than adequate as to 10-gm rate to 
UK was 47 mills. 
No arrival or backstamp. 
(Each bar 40 mm long). 

A symmetrical black cross, 50 mm x 20 mm, 
cancelling 'By Air Mail' handwritten. 
CAIRO FOREIGN TRAFFIC, date illegible, but 
probably 1952, to London. 
Stamped 22 mills, (the rate to UK at this time 
was 27 mills) but this envelope was sent 
unsealed . 

the same 
the small 

This is 
Again 

I have a second example of about 
period, a 6-mills stamp added to 
stationery envelope of 4 mills. 
addressed to Leek, Staffs, England. 
sent unsealed. 
No arrival stamp in either case. 

It will be noted from this small selection that covers to North America 
outnumber those to Europe and the UK, and the other examples I have seen 
support this trend. These Cancellat i ons appeared over 20 years or so from 
1934 onwards, thus covering periods of peace and war. Apart from the 
consideration of weight, only items 6 and 10 above appear to be obviously 
under-stamped. 

There seems to be no consistency in the Cancellations; perhaps in the late 
1930's, before mail went by air from UK to USA , the postage paid did not 
cover air mail inside the United States, but this would indicate that the 
marks were put on after the letters left Egypt. However, one of those so 
cancelled is addressed to New York, the port of entry. I feel sure the 
marks originated in Egypt. 

This is a myst e r y upon which the me mbers at a recent Circle 
not shed any light. Will any readers who have e xamples of 
similar cancelling marks please let me have the details so 
hopefully arrive at a proper conclusion. If anyone has 
better still , firm knowledge of the purpose of these marks, 
know. 

Meeting could 
these or other 
that we can 

a theory, or 
please let us 

John Sears (ESC 188 ) 
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UP DATA 

YPDATA 18 INTERPOSTAL SEALS 

Mr H M Barker CESC 290) has written to fill two blanks in our 
knowledge of these seals, and has provided the photocopies of the 
IP"s which have generated the accompanying illustrations. 

The article now updated was by Mr A Schmidt CESC 198>, "INTERPQSTAL 
SEALS A Review of the 1962 Edition of Kehr"s Catalogue. Part 1 
Cthe relevant part for this update) appeared i n "The QC" for 
September 1979, Vol. X, No. 7, Whole Number 111, on pag~s 176-180. 

Members may like to alter their copies to show :-

Type VIII NAZALI-GANOUB existence now confirmed, 
should be deleted from Table 1. 

Type VI I I A NAZALI-GANOUB not listed by Kehr, 
should be added to Table 2 . 

Congratulations to recent member Mr Michael Barker on providing the 
first UPDATA on Interposta l Seals . 

LETTER 

"While writing [in 
subject of "Recent 
Supplement 3 to this 
controversial subject 
a difficult subject. 

TO THE EDITOR 

his capacity of Honorary Librarian, on the 
Additions to ESC Library" which forms 

Issue - Editor] I would like to raise another 
- though I do not understand why it should ba 

"It is the question of publishing a list of Study Leaders because, 
although I have been a Member for something over seven years now, I 
am still unaware of what studies thera are and of Nho lead the 
studies, with some exceptions of course. 

"It seems to me that thi s is a chicken-and-egg situation bec.ause 
new Members feel inhibitad about putting forward a suggestion or a 
'new find' because they are often unaware that what they have is 
new. The Record is not accessible to Mambars so you cannot .add to 
it if you do not know what it contains . 

"What do you think, could we publish ?" 
D John Dav i s <ESC 213) 

>> There have been difficulties which have conspired to prevent a 
suitable listing of Studies and Leaders from appearing in The Q.C. 
for a long time. The consequences are unhelpful, to say the 
least, and probably a number of reports have not been researched 
and written about, because of this. Quite possibly this has caused 
members to lose enthusiasm, and even perhaps the Circle to lose 
members. Your Editor hopes that Mr Davis's letter will help to 
start off a successful attempt on the problem. [Editor]. 
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Q. TIME 76a 

cum:::' E TDUI:;:IST SERVICE 

UPDATA 18 

Interpostal Seal type VIII <left) 
recorded by Kehr for this office, 
but not sec:?n 

Interpostal Seal type VIllA 
- not recorded by Kehr 

<right) 

for· thi~:; o·ffice. 

Q. TIME 76b 

QUESTION 
TIME 75 

E:-: p 1 a :i. r1 

the 
1 aJ~qe Ej~ 

10-SHEET DISPLAY 

Your edi tor drew attention 
to the changed position of 
the horizon in 1933 & 1941 
Airs of same design 

illustrated regardless of cost 
wi tl1 real stamps 
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AL-AZHAR MILLENARY 

Mr Rudi Jeidel <ESC 127) writes in response to the ~rticla on 
FDC, by Mr J M Murphy CESC 240>, which appeared in The Q.C. 
September· 1983, Vol. XI No. 11, Whole No. 127, on pages 282-285 

68 

the 
for . -. 

"I can report that I have a similar FDC, 
design, except that mine is in green. 

same measurements and 

"Furthermore, the illustrations on the third page a.re in a darker 
green, being printed as a block - 130 mm wide and 181 mm high 
screened in a very light yellow-brown. While the lettering in 
Arab ic on top and "Old Islamic Characters" and <presumably) the 
Ar·abi c equi val. ent in the centre are part of the block., the bottom 
line "Islamic Arts " and Ar-abic a1~e set below the block- ju!lt below 
the screened bottom line. 

"Another FDC has been produced by E.M. Berry, Lytham, with the same 
stamps but cancelled with an ordinary Cairo postmark 27-4-57 12tl. 
The neutral cover is marked FIRST DAY COVER in a box 63 x 14 mm. 

"By the way, the use of a block for the illustrations on page 3 is 
easily recognisable on your reproduction on page 284." 

Q. Time 75 

G~UEST.IDN TIME 

N E W Q U E S T I Q N S 

Large S mark on JLme 1853 envelope sent from 
Alexandria to Belgium. 
Question put by Mr C Th J Hooghuis <ESC 126) 

What is the purpose of the large S hand-struck mark ? Does it have 
any postal significance ? Where was it applied ? 

Editor: and are there other points of interest on this item ? 

C!. Time 76a 1907 cancel on 5 piastres, DLR issue 1884, 
Question put by Mr T Dacos <ESC 220) 

This mark includes " • TOURIST SERVICE". Can Member-a advise 
in what cases this was used, and how rare it is ? 

REPLY from your Editor, noting that this is an easy one. It is a 
canceller used at the Post Office in Cook's Tourist Office in 
Cairo. The usage, and marks, of this office have been studied by 
Mr F W Benians, <ESC 123> who has published a number of Articles on 
the subject of "The Proprietary Post Offices" in The Q.C. 
He is at present engaged on producing a definitive Study Report, 
which will be published in 1985 to mark the ESC Jubilee Year. 

Q. Time 76b Cancel: EPARGNE SCOLAIRE on 1914 DLR 5 mills 
Question put by Mr T Dacos <ESC 220) 

This means 'School Savings• or 'School Funds'. 
do not have a comp lete picture of the strike. 
how used, and whether scarce ? 

Unfortunately I 
Can any Member say 
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QLJEST I ON TIME 

Response to Q Time 74 Question put by T. Dacos~ QC 129/30 

Major EL G MacArthur, MC <ESC 125) kindly directed the Editor's 
attention to L'Orient Philatelique, No. 33, July 1937, pp 102-3; 
also to The Q.C. Vol. 6, Nos 8/9, pp 87-88, from which the notes 
below have been produced. 

L'OP shows an illustration of an auction item~ a loose postmarked 
stamp which had been wrongly classified as of Constantinople 
<although the part Arabic text shows ... TANTIN ... clearly). This 
item had been acquired by Mr G Seymour Thompson. M. Jean Boulad, 
who consulted the postal archives in Cairo, reported that 
CONSTANTINIA is, or was, a small village near Mansourah, in the 
province of Dakhalieh ~ which used to have its own Post Office from 
about 1906 to 1913; by about 1912 its name was Anglicised, 
becoming QOSTANTINIA. The period from 1906 to 1913 was one of 
great prosperity for Egypt~ but this ended in a slump. At this 
period certain big undertakings, which had been set up to develop 
the country, had their own post office~ with their own name. 
Then~ when the estates split up~ these post offices were no longer 
needed and were closed. This, without doubt~ is the case with 
Constantinia, as this estate belonged originally to a man named 
Constantin. 

Writing in the QC noted above~ the late Charles Min~tt who, 
referrring to another illustration of a loose postmarked stamp, 
says: " CONSTANTINIA, a small town or· village which is, or 
was, in the Delta north of Man sura. According to "LOP" No. 33 
(July 1937) this office operated circa 1906-13, and a later 
rendering of the name was "QOSTANTINIA". However, the 
illustr·ation in the "LOP" of a 1 piastre of 1884 (i.e. the one 
reported in the paragraph above - Editor) is dated 26.VI.OO. I 
have two examples dated in March 1902 and George Mee has a postcard 
of 7.DE .04. 

"I have 
mentioned 
1928. 

not been able to find this place on any map nor is 
in Baedeker for 1908, or the Egyptian Postal Guide 

it 
for 

"However, the United State Board on Geographical Names <Gazetteer 
No. 45) gives AL QUSTANTINIYAH as being a map reference 31.14 N, 
31.28 E, which gives a point about 1 / 2 mile east of the Bahr 
Basandila, 2 1

/2 miles NNE of Basandila and 4 1 / 2 miles NW of Cherbin." 

Editor: 1 Our thanks to Themis Dacos for starting us on this 
trail - can any member extend the dates of use ? 

2. This post office is included in Dennis Clarke's 
comprehensive listing of the Post Offices of Egypt, which is 
nearing readiness, and which will be published in 1985 as part of 
the Circle's celebration of its 50th jubilee year. 
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TWO VARIETIES ON DE LA RUE by Themis Dacos <ESC 220> 

1 More about the •p~ flaw variety on the 5-mills 188B issue 

<~ THE ~p LOOP' VARIETY> 

In The Q.C. No. 126 of June l.983, I had mentioned the finding of a 
second example of the 'P' flaw variety~ the first one having been 
reported by Professor Peter Smith in L.O.P. No. l.17 in 1967. 

I had borne in mind Professor Smith's remark that his stamp showed 
the white area of the 'P' more solidly filled. A note from the 
Editor completed the article suggesting~ among other remarks, that 
"none the 1 ess, it is of interest~ and can be plated if other 
e>:amples can be found." 

Now we have more news on the subject, for a short time ago I wa$ 
again lucky enough to find two more examples of the same variety. 

One is on a single stamp mailed from Alexandria on 19.111.14 where 
the loop of the letter 'P' is more solidly filled and I suppose 
this must be identical to that of Professor Smith's stamp. 

The other is on a pair mailed from Alexandria on 21.IV.11 <three 
years earlier) where the loop is less filled~ even les$ than the 
one I had repo~ted in June 1983. 

However, things are getting more complicated 

The stamp of the pair has an additional flaw; a red dot under the 
Arabic letter- ~ of 'Misriya'. This dot does not appear on any 
of the other stamps. 

This gives rise to the following three possibilities 

1) That there are three different cases :­
a) one with the loop filled fully 
b> one with the loop filled lightly 

. -. 

c) one with the loop filled lightly •n~ an additional 
r-ed dot flaw. 

2) That there are two different cases ·-
a) one with the loop flaw having passed through several 

stages 
b) one with the loop flaw and an additional red dot flaw 

3) That there is only one case which has passed through 
several stages including the red dot flaw. 

Comments are invited please. Members specialising in the DLR 
issues, or having multiples in their collection, may be able to 
provide useful information. 

Enlarged photos are provided. <Reproduced Editor) 

I Continued 
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TWO VARIETIES ON DE LA RUE continued 

2 - Another ~p~ flaw variety on the 5-mills 1888 definitive issue 

<= THE •p FOOT' VARIETY> 

Last year, seeking more examples on the •p• flaw variety <where the 
loop of the letter is filled with red colour) I asked Mr Peter 
Feltus to help. He responded by sending me nine examples. 

But the examples which he so kindly sent me had a •p• variety quite 
different. The foot of the letter was deformed as if the letter 
was resting on a wide white base. 

It is apparent that this is a plate variety. The plate had been 
damaged and the damage area was getting progressively wider. 

I have noted four stages. In the fourth stage, the damage is 
beginning to extend downwards, and to affect the curved fr~me under 
the 1 etter-. 

I am enclosing enlarged photos of six examples coveri ng the four 
stages (reproduced- Editor). The remaining three examples (out of 
the nine sent by Mr Peter Feltus) and covering three of the fou r 
stages have been given to our member Mr Kostas Kelemenis. 

It is to be noted that the stamp of the fourth stage shows a piece 
of the sheet selvedge with a small piece of the "Jubilee Line" and 
that is a good hint to locate its position on the sheet. 

So thanks to Mr Peter· Fel tus a new ~ p~ v.ariety is announced. He 
also advised me that he had acquired them from Mr Ibrahim Shaftar, 
and that he valued them at U.S. $ 5 each at the time, in 1983. 

Finally, 
affecting 
THE •p 
VARIETY. 

since there have 
the same letter, 
LOOP' VARIETY, 

now appeared two different flaws 
I suggest th~t we call the first one 
and the second one THE •p FOOT~ 

T. Dacos 

(Editor: the discoverer of a flaw has the privilege of naming it 
and Mr Dacos' apt titles have been adopted to head the text.J 

EXHIBITION NEWS 

1. Lord Chief Justice Lars Alund CESC 105) not only exhibited 
in Madrid at ESPANA 84 <Large Silver, as reported in our previous 
issue): he also exhibited in Iceland at NORDIA 84. 
Congratulations to this Member on winning a Vermeil in Reykjavik • 

2. Mr Peter R Feltus <ESC 114) will exhibit his Second Ismue at 
ISRAPHIL in May 1985 . Peter has already won a substantial point, 
in that he has persuaded the authorities to allow him to enter this 
exhibit on his "g iant pages •. He is very pleased at being able to 
show the Post Office announcement, the whole 'Trombetta• with 
bisect, his half sheet of the 1 pt black proof, and other good and 
important items. Photocopy pages are promised for the Circle 
Record. Good luck, Peter 
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""P LOOP"" FLAW ON 1888 DLR 

- Themis Dacos <ESC 220) 

1. Loop more filled 

""'P FOOT"" FLAW ON 18BB DLR 

PROGRESSIVE DAMAGE 

Stage 1 

Stage 2 

> 

Stage 4 : right - hand 

location proved by 

marginal rule fragment 
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THE FRENCH POST OFFICES IN ESYPT by P L Grech <ESC 266l 

<Report of one of_ the "10-Sheet Displays" 
g_iven by Membel~s at the August 11th Meet:Lo.g_, 1984l 

Mr Pierre Louis (Peter) Grech presented ten pages related to the 
' French P.O. 's in Egypt. The first three contained mixed fr~nkings 

of the Pasta Europea and the French Post Office at Alexandrie :-

1) 1852. Letter from Cair-·o to Marseilles. "Agenzia della 
Post a Europe a" oval cachet <ESC type I I l of 5 July~ French P. 0. 
cds type 15 "ALEXANDRIE <EGYPTE)" OF El July~ "10" decimes due mark. 
Marseilles arr-ival~ 16 July. 

2) 1863. Letter from Cairo to Ab:-en-Provence. "Posta 
Europea, Cairo" cds <ESC type IV> of 7 March. French 10c and 40c 
Empire per-f. cancelled "5080"; cds type 15 "ALEXANDRIE~ EGYPTE" of 
7 March. Also bm:ed P.P. (black) and "Paquebots de la 
Mediterranee (red). Aix arrival~ 21 March. 

3) 1865. L.etter-from Cairo to le Bourget, Paril'.i. "Pasta 
Europea, Cairo" cds <ESC type VI, in blue) of 27 February, used by 
the Egyptian State Post pending the arrival of its new date­
stamp. Sent unpaid (postage due "10" decimes> fr-om Ale:·:andria. 
French P.O. cds type 15 "ALEXANDRIE~ EGYPTE"~ 28 February • Also 
red cds "PACJ.. AN. V. SUEZ, AMB. M~~RS. 2" (Salles No. 870> of 8 
March. Le Bourget arrival 9 March . 

The other seven pages dealt with LOCBL overpr·i nti ng of stamps for 
the French P.O.'s of Alexandrie and Port Said. Among these:-

al The Alexandrie surcharges in milliemes of April 
including inverted surcharges~ errors on stamps of Port Said, 

1921~ 

etc. 

b l A registered cover from Port Said to Alexandrie bearing 
eleven 10-milliemes on 25c "PORT SAID" local overprint of April 
1921 (a block of 8, a pair and a single) dated 20 April 1921 <SG 
143, Yvert 41l. Multiples on cover of this issue are rather scarce. 

c) "Errors" (inverted overprints~ etc. l from the November 1921 
"PORT-SAID" issue commemor-ating the passage of Marshal Joffre 
through the Canal on his way to the Far East. 

* * * * * * * 
The inauguration of the Statue of de Lesseps at Port-Said on 17 
November 1899 led to an influx of visitors with a corresponding 
increase in th volume of mail. The French P.O. ran out of 25c 
stamps and so surcharged the 10c sage "PORT-SAID" issue with the 
words VINGT-CINQ, (both varieties of this were shown: with a 
square dot, or a dash, between VINGT and CINQ) converting their 
value to 25c. 

Less well known is an earlier local overprint "PORTO-SAID" on the 
~ Fr-ench sage stamps <see L'OP No. 121, Jan-July 1969~ pages 178-179 

and No. 125~ April 1972, pages 121-124>. Of this, a postcard was 
shown bearing a vertical pair of the 5c (yellow-green) locally 
overprinted "PORT-SAID", cancelled by the French P.O. cds of 17 
Nov. 99 and addressed to Alexandria, where it arrived on 20 
November. 

P L Grech <ESC 266) 
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Supplement 3 to The QC Vol XII page i 

RECENT ADDITIONS TO THE EGYPT STUDY CIRCLE LIBRARY 

This listing is subsequent to the list published as Supplement 9 to 
Volume XI of the Quarterly Circular for December 1983 • 

CATALOGUES AND HANDBOOKS 

THE OVERLAND MAIL by JOHN K. SIDEBOTTOM O.B.E. 

Published in 1948 for the Postal History Society by George Allen & 
Unwin Ltd, this is well illustrated and runs to 175 pages in 
hardback; it is of course the "standard work" on the life of 
Thomas Waghorn R.N. and gives much detail of how the overland route 
to India was set up - the route across Egypt, of course, as there 
was another route through Iraq - but this is a fascinating work and 
gives much interesting detail. 

ALL ABOUT POSTAL MATTERS IN EGYPT 

This is a reprinting from 1977 by Harry Hayes of the original of 
that title by one Willard Fiske first published in Florence in 1898 
by the Landi Press . A 24-page leaflet edited by John Alden, it 
gives some geographical background, a listing of the sixty-five 
"most important post offices in Egypt" together with the 
populations served, from the 1897 Census. There are lists and 
descriptions of names of foreign places, personal names and a 
little about the postal services as well as a few statistics. 

LA POSTE MARITIME FRANCAISE by RAYMOND SALLES 

Tome V 
Tome VI 

"Les Paquebot s de 1 'E:-: treme-Or i ent" 
"Les Paquebots de !'Ocean Indien" 

These are complementary one to the other in that they give complete 
listings of the steamers that plied the respective sea routes (both 
of which would have passed through the Suez Canal once completed). 
Both are really excellent works of reference and will enable the 
enthusiasts to establish which ships actually carried their 
particular covers as well as being very well illustrated with the 
appropriate cancellations. 

More's the pity that Tome II is out of print as this is entitled 
"Les Paquebots de la Mediterranee". If you can locate a copy the 
library is in need of one. 

ARMY AND FIELD 
by MICHAEL M. 

M I L I T A R V 

POST OFFICES 
SAC HER 

OF EGYPT AND TI-E EEF, 1914-20 

Published as a supplement to The London Philatelist in August­
September 1970, this is a 32-page booklet with a map and 
illustrations of cancellations as well as photographs of five 
covers. It links many of the military formations with their 
cancellers. 

I Continued • 



Supplement 3 to The QC Vol XII (continued) page ii 
RECENT ADDITIONS TO THE EGYPT STUDY CIRCLE LIBRARY 

THE POSTAL HISTORY OF THE BRITISH ARMY IN WORLD WAR I BEFORE AND 
AFTER - 1903 TO 1929 by ALISTAIR KENNEDY and 6EORGE CRABB 

• 
~ Published by George Crabb in 1977 this is a 300-page, spiral-bound, 

full A4 size book and imparts an immense amount of information 
including dozens of maps, illustrations of many cards and covers as 
well as very comprehensive listings of the dates, locations, user 
formations, and reflects the progress made since the previous 
listing by Sacher <which see above) in 1970. It does however cover 
all the theatres of war so it is essential to look carefully for 
what you need. 
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E X H I B I T I 0 N C A T A L 0 6 U E S 

c. TH. J. HOOGHUIS 

Many will recognise the name of one of our members of repute and we 
are indebted to Mr Hooghuis for photostat copies of sheets from his 
collection in six groupings as follows :-

1. Old Documents of Egypt: this includes parts of two papyri, a 
French map of Egypt 1763, and two 1419 letters to Egypt from Venice. 

2. Napoleon in Egypt: fifteen sheets in this series include 
cancellations <straight line) of Alexandrie, Le Caire, Rosette, 
Damiette, Siouth, Benesouef, plus early postcards from a series 
entitled "Napoleon et son Epoque". 

3. The Story of the Overland Mail: 27 sheets in this series and 
full of nterest not only for the wealth of marks but also for the 
added inter~st of illustratiions from a printed article by Mr 
Hooghuis in Spanish and entitled ''El Istmo de Suez y su importancia 
para el correo por via terrestre <Overland Mail) en la epoca 
prefilatelica" which accompanies the series. 

4. History of the Suez Canal: this is a 20-sheet series which 
gives much information of the ancient canals as well as the modern 
one; it includes the stamps themselves in singles and multiples 
including what looks like a complete sheet of the 20 centimes as 
well as interpostals connected with the canal. 

5. Foreign Post Offices: this 20-sheet series includes more 
early letters from Venice, all the consular offices, Austrian, 
British, French, Greek. Italian and Russian, and a mine of 
information about them. 

6. The Post a Europea: a 24-page series this, and it includes 
some combination covers as well as seals for the Posta Europea. 

A U C T I g N t; A T A L 0 6 y E s 

The "OSPREY" collection of AVIATION and AIRPOST COVERS lr CARDS 

This was a Phillips sale which took place on November 3rd & 4th and 
included listings of Egypt material under several headings. There 
are of course many flown items illustrated including 3 Heliopolis 
Meetings cards, a Marc Pourpe, EEF Aerial Post etc. 

D. John Davis <ESC 213) Hon. Librarian 

•• 


