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THE FRAMED *0° MARKING — P E Whetter (ESC 133)

Ever since the late Ron Potter wrote about this marking in the
December 1979 issue of the GC (No. 112) I have been keeping my eyes
open for an example. After six years of searching I have at last
found one cover — they really are scarce.

This cover — see illustration — bears a 10 mill stamp which has
been previously used and affixed with a messy red adhesive. The
postmark HELIOPOLIS / T has been applied adjacent to the stamp,
plus three strikes of the ‘0’ marking and a strike of the Tax mark.
The back of the cover bears a 20-mill Postage Due cancelled
Alexandria A 4 dated 14.8.38. This is the only cover I have sen
where the ‘0’ mark has been used to draw attention to a ‘previously
used’ stamp.

Incidentally it is interesting to speculate whether the
Heliopolis postmark with a ‘T’ indicator is used only on letters
which are to be taxed. Does anyone know 7?

[ Envy Enhancer: the contributor mentions that he acquired
this soiled but scarce cover for 13 pence !

Mr J S Horesh (ESC 118) also had a lucky find of the
invalidation mark at about the same time: in his case the stamp
objected to was the 1945 Ismail commemorative as out of date when

used on S Jan 46. Both covers are illustrated on next page -
Editor 1
BLACK and WHITE PHOTOGRAPHY A. Nunn (ESC w it )

A response to editorial comments following GQuestion Time &2 (QC
127) may be helpful.

There are three ways in which colours of a similar density may
be made to reproduce as separate shades on a black—and-white
photograph. The simplest and most convenient method is to use a
filter on the camera lens. E.g., a photograph of a black postmark
on a dark red stamp taken with a red filter fitted over the lens
would render a black postmark on an almost white stamp.

The rule is quite simple: objects which are the same colour as
the filter will appear lighter in the resulting photograph.

Expensive photographic filters are not essential, coloured
cellophane paper will produce adequate results providing the paper
has not been crumpled.

N.B. the above procedure does not work when photographing a
photograph.

[This member did not write the notes above for publication but it

is thought that several members will find them helpful. Any hints
from members, or unsolved problems with producing illustrations for
exhibition entries or otherwise, can be aired in the GC. My betes

noirs are used monarchy overprints on the 1914 1 mill sepia, on the
1915 15 mills (either), and on the 200 mills slate = Editoril.



INVALIDATION MARK { Framed "07 )

1244 Applied to 19245 Ismail
{issued 2nd March 1745, wvalid I months)
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QUEST ION TIME
Response to G. Time 82 by W C Andrews (ESC 132)
Question put by P F Boodwin in GC 136 (Dec 19835)
Subject: .Farouk Portrait Obliterations

I refer to the question raised by Peter F Goodwin concerning the
Portrait Obliteration on 1932 50m ‘King of Egypt and the Sudan’.

From the illustration it is clear that this bar overprint was not
produced from an official source. The three bars are much too far
apart, are far too thin and much shorter than the genuine article.

Barred stamps were issued from post offices starting on 20th April
1953 and a decree was promulgated in the Official Journal No. 36
dated 3I0th April 1953, at page 13, stating that unmodified stamps
would no longer be valid for postage after 23rd June of that vyear.
I have seen a number of covers and postcards with stamps, the
portrait on which had been obliterated by pen or pencil lines drawn
thereon - presumably by dutiful citizens who wished to conform with
the Government®s decree.

On the other hand bars on many stamps were produced by clandestine
methods primarily for sale to collectors at inflated prices but
generally these are much more like the real thing. As the example
shown is so wrong in all respects I conjecture that it was barred,

quite legally, by a person wishing to confirm with the 1aw.

I have seen many covers dated after 23rd June 1953 upon which
unbarred stamps were used but I have yet to see one cover where a
postage due tax was levied as the demonetised stamps should not have
been accepted. I should be pleased to hear from any member who has
such a cover in his possession or who has seen one somewhere ! !

Further response to Q. Time 50 by A. Schmidt (ESC 198)
Question put by Lars Alund in GC 126 (June 1983)
First response by K D Knight in @C 136 (Dec 19835)

Subject: Intaglio Seal

I am writing with reference to this guestion about a possible

intaglio seal marking of the Egyptian Post Office in Zeila. I
agree with Mr Kenneth kEnight’s comments except where he states that
"it is impossible to read the town name (lower segment)". In fact
the office mame is 99.99 % certain to be tiJj = Zeila.
Actually, I do not know why I am prevaricating: in spite of a
poorish strike the office name is definitely Zeila ( make that

100 % ! ).

(M- Schmidt had not replied at the time the guestion appeared
because he expected a more eminent member, whose specialisations
include this, to do so ! - Editor).
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JOURMASL OFFICIEL
Extracts by J M Murphy (ESC 240)

1 F20

1920 comment by JMM

Life becoming normal again, though newspaper censorship

increased. Changes in postal tariffs, and new parcels arrangements.

1 (1,6): As rail communications north of Rafia have been re-established, parcels
for Palestine will now be accepted.

8 (3,3): Ordinary and insured parcels now accepted for Germany via Italy. Postal
rate 110mills for up to 5kg.

19 (6,6): Owing to disastrous fires attributed to the spontaneous combustion of

Jan

celluloid films, the Swedish postal authorities require that postal parcels
containing articles of celluloid must be packed in strong wooden boxes with an
outer covering of planks solidly screwed and dovetailed, with suitable packing
between the inner and outer coverings. The box must bear a warning that it
contains celluloid films.

The Indian postal authorities advise that postal parcels for northern
Persia are no longer being accepted.

22 (7,5): Ministry of the Interior Notice - No entry to Egypt without a passport.

Feb

Egyptian nationals must provide written permit to enter Egypt, from the Ministry
of the Interior. Signed by Allenby, C-in-C of HM Forces in Egypt.

5 (11,5): Postal parcels for Syria and Palestine frequently arrive in bad

Feb

condition owing to careless packing. In view of the considerable manipulation
to which such parcels are subject both in Egypt and in transit, please pack
with greatest care.

Ordinary parcels (not COD)} for Bulgaria, via Italy, are accepted from
February 1 at a postal rate of 12 P,T. up to 5kg.

16 (15,3): The French postal authorities request that each parcel for France via

Mar

Marseilles or in tramnsit through France must have separate despatch note and
Customs declaration form.

(15,5): The Postal Administration will receive tenders up till March 10 for six
lots of used postage stamps, particulars concerning which may be obtained from
the Dead Letter Office, GPO, Alexandria. Separate tenders should be submitted
for each lot. (Unfortunately unable to trace any result).

4 (20,2): Ministry of the Interior Notice — The public is hereby notified that

Mar

any inquiries concerning postal matter, etc, that may have been detained by
the Censorship in Egypt, should be made to GSI (h), Commercial Section, Egyptian
War Office, Cairo, before March 15.

8 (21,2): Ministry of the Interior Notice - In view of the continued publication

Mar

in the Press of articles subversive of the authority of the Govermment and

tending to provoke disturbances and acts contrary to public order and security,

the censorship of the Press will assume a preventive character from March 6.
Signed by Allenby, C-in-C, HM Forces in Egypt, March 5.

25 (27,4): The Italian postal authorities have suspended the issue of Reply

Mar

Coupons owing to exchange fluctuatioms.

29 (28,1): Law No. 19 of 1920 - The installation of aerodromes in Egypt

constitutes a State monopoly. No land may be fitted out or used for the
departure or landing of aircraft except by the Govermment or on its authority.
Dated March 24.



EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OFFICIEL = continued

1920 — i i

Mar 29 (28,2): Series of decrees (dated March 24 and taking effect April 1)
changing fees for insured letters and parcels within Egypt to 5mills
for each £E10 or fraction, with a minimum 50mills per item; registration
fee to 10mills per item; fee for money orders within Egypt to 5mills for
each £E1 or ‘fraction, ditto to Sudan 6mills and minimum for either 15mills;
parcel rates fixed within Egypt at 30mills to 1 kg, 40mills 1-3 kg, 50mills
3=-5kg; and for Sudan 65mills to 1 kg, 95mills 1-3 kg, 125mills 3-5 kg.

Apr 1 (29,7): Advertisement for writer-translator for PMG Department, Alexandria.
0f office deputy manager level, salary offers £E24-28 a month, plus 60 per
cent cost of living bonus, must be 20-35, fit, with perfect knowledge of
English for writing/editing, as well as good knowledge of French and Arabic
for translating and writing. Must have Egyptian Secondary Education Certificate
or foreign diploma equivalent recognised by Egyptian Govermment.

Apr 5 (30,3): At the request of the Tunisian postal authorities, money orders and
COD parcels for Tunis suspended.

Apr 19 (35,5): From May 1, the foreign postal rate of 10mills for 20 grammes or
fraction will apply to Austria and all other countries which formed part of
the former Austto-Hungarian Empire.

May 13 (43,4): The public is hereby notified that the Post Office cannot continue to
accept registered articles and correspendence for Cairo and Alexandria which
are insufficiently addressed. In order to facilitate delivery, the address on
all registered as well as ordinary mail matter should Include the house number
and name of the street, the Post Office Box number, or the indication "PR".
These particulars are demanded as much in the interests of the public as those
of the Post Office, and henceforth Insufficiently addressed registered matter
for Cairo and Alexandria will not be accepted for despatch unless the address
is sufficient to enable prempt delivery-to be effected.

May 31 (49,3): The commission charged on British postal orders is increased from
June 1 to 6mills for orders between 64 and 2s 6d, 9mills for 3s-15s, and
12mills 15/6 to 21s.

The public is notified that the prepayment of correspondence from the
United Kingdom to Egypt and the Sudan will be raised to 2d for the first ounce
and 1d for each additional ounce with effect from June 1.

Jun 7 (51,3): Examination for postmen for Cairo Jume 21. Salary £E4.800 a month plus
60 per cent war gratuity, totalling £E7.680. Usual conditions, age 20-24,
unless already in the Postal Service or sons of present or past postal
employees, in which case acceptable up to 30.

Ordinary (unregistered) parcels for Constantinople accepted from May 15,
postal fee 70mills up to 1 kg.

Jul 1 (57,4): From July 4, Parcels Registration windows of the Delivery Office,

Alexandria Post Office, will open from 9-11 (instead of 10-moon) on Sundays
and holidays.

Owing to insufficiency of address, collection orders for the more
important towns of Egypt have frequently to be returned to the office of
origin unpaid. It is essential that the full address be indicated, or the
order will not be accepted.



EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OFFICIEL == continued

12200 — 4 id

July 12 (60,5): The British Post Office gives notice that from June 22 the
commission on Money Orders payable in South Africa, Rhodesia, Nyasaland,
South West Africa and Mozambique is fixed at 1s 6d per complete £1; and
4d for each 4s.

The Money Order service between Egypt and Argentina is resumed.

July 22 (63,1-2): From August 1, demurrage dues will be charged on parcels,
insured letters, insured boxes and specie packets:

Insured letters and specie, 20mills per day per LE 100 or fraction
of insured value if not withdrawn from the Post Office within two days
following the date of issue of notice of arrival. Maximum for specie
100mills per day. Day of delivery will be charged for.

Insured boxes, 5mills per day, conditions as above, no maximum.

Parcels, 10mills a day, with four days' grace, other conditions
as above. Sundays and holidays not included.

Aug 2 (66,1): Conditions and regulations for Post Office account customers
(Law No. 29 of 1920).

Aug 16 (70,8): In view of the present unsettled state of affairs in Poland, the
Polish Post Office will not admit responsibility for registered
correspondence to Poland until further notice. Such correspondence may be
dspatrhed at the risk of the sender.

Greece gives notice that registered items for Greece comprising
dutiable articles will be returned, owing to the fact that a large number
of such items has recently been received by the Salonika Post Office.

Aug 19 (71,1): Ministry of Communications regulations for putting into effect
the system of account customers (Aug 2 above). At present confined to
Cairo and Alexandria Central POs only.

Sept 2 (75,2): New prices for Postal Stationery from September 1: visiting card
envelopes, 3mills each; letter cards 7imills and 12imills; newspaper
wrappers 2mills and 3mills.

Oct 25 (90,6): The public is informed that the sender of a COD parcel for the
UK, who desires to avail himself of the opportunity of asking that the
parcel should be treated as abandoned or tendered to a second address is
required to make and sign a declaration upon the cover of the parcel and
on the back of the related Despatch Note to the effect that if the parcel
is not delivered to the adressee it must be a) considered as abandoned;

b) tendered for delivery to.... (the alternative not required should be
cancelled). The parcel is to remain eight days at the disposal of the
first addressee and seven days at the disposal of the second addressee.

In the absence of a definite request from abroad, a parcel which
has not been delivered to the first addressee within eight days after the
date of its arrival at the Post Office of destination will be tendered for
delivery at the second addressee and, if not delivered within a further
period of seven days, it will be returned to the sender at his expense
without previous notification.

In the event of the second addressee not being indicated and in the
absence of a definite request for abandomment, a COD parcel will remain at
the disposal of the addressee during 15 days after the date of its arrival,
and if not delivered, will be returned to the sender, at his expense,
without previous notification.

The same process as mentioned above will, however, be followed in
the case of a COD parcel from the UK for Egypt.
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EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OFFICIEL = continued

1220 — 4w

Nov 8 (95,4): Notice — from January 1 1921 the annual subscription for a Post
Office Box at Cairo and Alexandria only will be fixed at LE2. Subscriptions
must be renewed by December 15 at the latest, or the Post Office reserves
the right to dispose of the boxes in question to new subscribers from
January 1.

Nov 15 (97,6): Tenders sought for supply of GPO general stores, uniforms,
tarbushes and boots, as well as the execution of certain works of
stencilling mail bags etc, engraving and painting at Alexandria (Dec 15).

Dec 27 ,(110,3): Customs examination of parcels for foreign destinations proves
that the contents are frequently other than as declared by the senders,
which necessitates their being detained until the senders have either
corrected the declaration or, in the cases where export of the contents
is prohibited, withdrawn the parcels. With effect from January 1,
whenever parcels are detained owing to the false declaration of the contents
the senders will be subject to payment of the usual demurrage dues. Such
dues will be imposed prior to the despatch of the parcels or their return
to senders, as the case may be.

Dec 30 (111,7): Tenders approved (see Nov 15) for general GPO goods from 28 of
54 tenderers in the total sum of LE 21,350.179 (including H.Margosches
LE 391.700). Margosches awarded the contract for engraving at Alexandria.

JOURRMOL OFF ICIEL
#“tracts by J M Murphy (ESC 240}

1221

1921 comment by JMM

Series of decrees changing postal tariffs in line with UPU
regulations: preferential rate for Britain and dependencies added as an

afterthought. Postal census in May, problems with printing Reply Coupons.

Jan 10 (3,8): Cheap letter postal rates between Italy and Egypt will be
withdrawn on January 31. From February 1 the rates from Egypt and Sudan
for Italy and its colonies of Benadir, Erythrea and Tripoli will be raised
to the international rate of 10mills for the first unit of 20gm and
6mills for each additional unit of 20gm. As insufficiently prepaid
correspondence is taxed double the amount of deficiency at destination,
the public is recommended to notify their correspondents in Italy and
colonies of the revised rates of postage.

Feb 14 (15,5): British Customs complain that they cannot levy the preferential
rate of duty on Empire-origin goods because certificates of origin do not
come to hand with the relative parcels. It is thus suggested that senders
of parcels addressed to the UK enclose the certificates in the parcels.
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EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OFFICIEL - continued

1221 — 4ii

Mar 17 (26,4): Department of Public Security Notice - Re private letters or
personal documents retained, during the war, from passengers (addresses
unknown). - The above papers were confiscated, during the war, by the
Censorship, from passengers. After examination, they were sent back to
the Customs Office, Port Said, for return to their owners. Unless these
papers are claimed within two months by their owners, they will be
destroyed.

Mar 31 (32,1-3): Law No. 10 of 1921 fixing new postal tariffs in line with
UPU regulations and bringing-together Egypt's former piecemeal decisions
into a single regulation (total of 50 previous regulations abrogated).

New tariffs include: Egypt, internal or to Sudan - letters, 5Smills
per 30gm; postcards 3mills (reply cards 6mills); newspapers lmill; other
printed matter, inc. visiting cards, 2mills per 50gm to maximum 2000gm;
samples, 2mills per 50gm to maximum 500gm. Parcels - internal, 30mills
to lkg, 40mills 1-3kg, 50mills 3-5kg; to/from Dakhla Oasis, 40mills to
lkg, 50mills 1-3kg (maximum for this destination); to Sudan, 65mills to
lkg, 95mills 1-3kg, 125mills 3-5kg. Avis de reception 10mills, registration
10mills, Express return of undelivered parcel 10mills.

Insured letters within Egypt surcharge 5mills per LE 10 (minimum
50mills, maximum value insured LE400). Insured parcels as insured letters,
but service also extends to Sudan (maximum insured value LE20). Specie
surcharge 10mills per LE10 (minimum 100mills).

International (UPU regulations): letters to UPU member country,
15mills to 20gm, 10mills for each additional 20gm; postcards 1Omills (20
mills for reply cards); newspapers or printed matter, 4mills per 50gm to
2000gm (minimum 15mills); samples 4mills per 50gm to 350gm (minimum
8mills); registration 15mills; avis de reception 15mills at origin,
20mills if subsequent. Part-franked mail taxed double unless the tax
would be less than 12mills (in which case presumably waived).

These tariffs take effect from April 1, 1921, signed at Abdin
Palace March 27 by Adly Yeghen, President of the Council of Ministers,
Ahmed Ziwer, Minister of Communications.

Mar 31 (32,6): Supplementary list of tariff changes announced by Egyptian
Postal Administration, claiming that whereas the UPU had allowed it to
raise charges by 100 per cent, it had done so for foreign letters by
only 50 per cent. Changes differing from above include:

Charge for inquiry about disposal of parcel or registered article
20mills, inquiry about unregistered article 10mills; Braille material
2mills per 500mg.

) NB. The rate of postage upon letters posted in Egypt for Great
Britain, its Colonies and Possessions, will be 10milliemes per unit of 20
grammes or fraction of 20 grammes; for other articles of correspondence,
the postage will be as indicated.

Collection orders 12mills per order; Customs house formalities
20mills per parcel; insurance 20mills per 300 francs on parcels, boxes
§nd letters (additional charge for boxes of 8mills per 50gm will be
lmposed by recipient countries; minimum charge 1 fr = 40mills).

This notice repeated Apr 4 (33,4).

Apr 11 (35,8): Postal census to be taken between May 1 and May 28 inclusive
of the weight of correspondence despatchéd to foreign countries. So the
Post Office will close foreign mails an hour earlier during those 28
days. Correspondence posted in letter boxes after time will be delayed

until the following mail, and during the above period no correspondence
may be posted on board the mail steamers.
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EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OFFICIEL = continued

1221 — 4iid

May 5 (43,4): The attention of the public is drawn to the incrgase@ postal
rates for correspondence posted in Egypt to foreign destinations. The
rate for such letters is 15mills for 20gm with the exception ?f Great
Britain, its Colonies and Possessions, for which the postage is 10mills.
All insufficiently prepaid correspondence for abroad is taxed double the
amount of the deficit on delivery to the addressee.

The Money Order service between Egypt/Sudan and British East
Africa is temporarily suspended.

May 11 (45,2): MISSING PAGE (covering postal rates to Asian Turkey).

May 23 (50,2): At Brazil's request, the Egypt-Brazil Money Order service halted.

Jun 13 (56,1): The Italian Post Office notifies a 10 per cent surcharge.on
luxury articles entering Italy by parcel post from May 1. No detailed
list of the articles in question received by Egypt.

Ordinary and registered correspondence (not insured articles) now
accepted for Russia by way of London.

June 20 (58,3): The public is hereby notified that a direct service of closed
parcel mails has been inaugurated between the United States of America
and Egypt. The first closed parcel mail for New York will be despatched
from Port Said on July 1, and weekly thereafter.

July 4 (62,7): Notice of sale of items from the Dead Letter Office after the
regulation period has elapsed. Sale at the sale room of Menottl.V.
Piperno, 7 rue de la Gare du Caire, Alexandria. 57 buyer's premium.

July 18 (66,1): COD parcel service between Egypt and Morocco suspended.

July 21 (67,3): COD parcel service Egypt to Algeria, French East Indies,
Indo-China, Madagascar, Reunion and Senegal suspended.

Oct 3 (87,2): Public notification that from November 1 the postcard rate from
Egypt to Britain, colonies and dependencies will be reduced to 8mills.

Oct 17 (92,3): As usual during the cotton season, the Post Offices of Bir
Shams, Nikla and Sheblanga have been admitted to the specie service.

Parcels for Italy must be accompanied by an invoice indicating
value of goods contained.

Nov 28 (106,4): Results of GPO tenders include Thos. de la Rue & Co. Ltd
(Whitehead Morris & Co., Egypt Ltd.) for LE 95. 700; and H. Margosches.

Dec 1 (107,7): Tender - GPO seeking 4,000 kg of lead seals, with samples of
six needed (Dec 10).

Tender for landing and embarking mails and parcel crates by launch
and lighter from and to mail steamers at Port Taufiq and Suez for year
from January 1 1922 (Dec 15).

(These contracts never notified.)

Dec 8 (109,5): Dead Letter Office parcels sale December 20.

Dec 12 (110,5): At the request of the Syrian Postal Authorities, the postal
service with Cilicia has been temporarily suspended.




EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OFFICIEL = continued

192921 — i

Dec 22 (113,2): Postal Administration notice consequent upon UP Congress in
Madrid October 1921: 1, Letters and registered items from overseas will
from January 1 1922 be taxed double the rate of postage for similar
articles originating in Egypt for despatch, ie, 30mills for letters,.
Egypt having established the letter rate at 15mills per 20gm, excluding
Britain, British Colonies and Possessions. If postage is insufficient,
minimum amount collectable is 12mills (30 centimes).

Other decisions include: letters must not weigh more than 2kg,
samples 500gm, but literature for the blind 3kg; ID cards 30mills;
machine prepayment from abroad acceptable; reply coupons to cost 20mills
each, pending receipt of newly-printed Reply Coupons, those of the former
issue will be sold to the public at 1lmills each exchangeable abroad for
a stamp of 25 centimes (= 10mills).

INTERPOSTAL SEALS UFPDATA

by: A. Schmidt (ESC 198) = Study Leader

ZEILA = a Type VIII Postal Marking

A type VIII marking has turned up on a type Vb interpostal seal of

Zejla. The strike is only fair but clear enough, it is a pity
that the date is missing.

The interpostal seal and a drawing which I have made of the m

arking
are illustrated below.




