





































































































73

NOTES FROM A VISIT TO EGYPT - Mike Murphy r~ continued

On sale in Cairo at the moment is8 a new work from the pen of General
Habib Abdel-Raouf, co-author with the late Abdel Hamid Lotfy of the
1981 Simplified Catalogue of the Postage Stamps of Egypt. His
publication, dated October 1986, containe a priced checklist of all
Egypt issues (no Gaza, but including British Forces and Suez Canal)
in gimplified form. It followe the Zeheri pattern of listing
definitives, commemoratives, officials and so on in groups, and
improves on its forerunner by being typed and running from left to
right: the language is English, and the title, First Edition of the
Postage Stamps of Egypt Catalogue.

It ie interesting to compare the prices considered reasonable in
Cairo with those of the 1986 Gibbong Part 19 Middle East, esgpecially
against the new exchange ratesg, in which £1 Stg = £E 3.60 or so.

The Port Fouad 50pil mint, for instance, Abdel-Raocuf valuesg at £E1,000
(or rather less than £300) against Gibbons' £850, and the Second
Issue 5pi (Abdel-Raouf £E320, Gibbons £250) and the 1956 Boy Scout
miniature sheets (Abdel-Raouf £E700 each, Gibbons £300 each) also
vary widely.

The book suffers badly from having merely been photocopiled: even
though I tried hard in the shop to find a copy without faults I got
it home to discover that page 208 is blank! But a useful extension
from Gibbonse is the division of some recent definitives into what
Abdel-Raouf clearly considers, with good reason, to be more suitable
listings. It has always seemed to me illogical that the single-
colour 20mille (SG777) and 55mille (SG781) of the "1964-1967" set
should be lumped together with the multicolours, especially since
they were issued some three years later; Abdel-Raouf sgplits them
away . Similarly, the enormously confusing "1971-76" set (Gibbons
1131-1141), with its differing colours for the same values and its
"a'-numbers and different methods of printing, 18 now divided by
Abdel-Raouf into sgix logical groups, based on date of issue alone
(but even he has an "a"-number, for the 100mills without wmk; he
seems to take for granted that all others in the extended "set" have

the large-eagle wmk). Gibbons says only that 1132b and 1138 - the
100mills - and the high valuesg are watermarked. My ownh collection
suggests that they are right. But Abdel-Raocuf does us all a service

by revealing that the most recently obsolete definitives (8SG1340-51,
of 1978-82) should also be split on the basis of wmk/ho wnk, with a
strong suggestion of an otherwise unknown re-issue of the 1, 5, 10,
20 and 50mills all without watermarks. Among recent Officials,
Abdel-Raouf agreeg with Gibbong precisgely in listing the problem-
filled 1972-82 set (SG 01161-71 ); but I think that Cyril Defriez'
researches will reveal many more shades and other printing subtleties
that at present remarked?

It is a shame that the word "Simplified" has been dropped, for the
new catalogue, while giving a more up-to-date Cairo price l1list than
we have had, is l1little more than a checklist. It is fervently to be
hoped that when 1t finally appears the new Zeheril will be closer akin
to the old Zeheri than to the new Abdel-Raouf.

/ continued “ e
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NOTES FROM A VISIT TO EGYPT -~ Mike Murphy = continued

My most recent visgit allowed me to discover the answer to a problem
whiech had been at the back of my mind ever since I received my copies
of the World Heritage Convention tenth anniversary set (SG1528-1530,
isgsued Christmas Eve 1983). My FDC showed the three stamps se-tenant
as advertised - Rameses head, Coptic textile and Islamic panel (in
fact arranged from right to left, in Arabic manner) - but the
accompanying block of three showed that a fourth stamp, to the right
of Ramesgesg, had been trimmed away, leaving about a quarter of the
stamp, including a 3pli value tablet and the start of a date 197...

A moment's thought made me realise that sets of three sgimply do not
fit into a pane layout of 10 x 5, try as one might! So I wrote to
Cairo seeking a full sheet. What turned up was a block of 6 x 5,
with margins top, bottom and left, and at right the trimmed-off strip
which once formed the "ghost" seventh stamp of the strip of ten.

With it came the explanation that this seventh stamp had "not been
congidered guitable'. Intriguing.

But now I have the answer. It seems that the original intention had
been to print a pane consgisting of strips of six stamps (two sets of
three), followed from left to right by a no-value label illustrating
the 1973 Heritage Convention and the dates 1973-1983 (much as in the
1984 Olympics set, SG1547-50), and then the final three stamps, se-
tenant. But a value wag inadvertently added to the label ! When
the error was discovered, the immediate reaction was simply to sell
the label as a fourth stamp. But at once the Philatelic Bureau
raised an important difficulty: what, in that case, would constitute
a set - three stamps (15 sets per sgheet) or four (a maximum of five
gets per sheet, with all those collectors receiving only three stamps
complaining of short measure)? Damocleg had the answer - and the
seventh "stamp" in the strip was neatly sliced out of every sheet.

I imagine that a truly "complete' pane of 10 x 5, with 3pi label
intact, would command qQuite a premium!?

* = *® * o ¥ * * % *

[ Mr Cyril Defriez (ESC 172), who heads the ESC study New
Issues, and post-monarchy issues generally, writes to confirm
that he ig engaged in research into the 1972-82 Officials set,
SG 0.1161-71. He confirms that there are many differences in
shades, inscriptione and papers used in this complex set. A
report on this by Mr Defriez will appear in a future issue of
this Jjournal but thisg is unlikely to be in our following

issue - Editor. ]
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Extracts by J M Murphy (ESC 240
1924 comment by JMM

End of Nairn contract for Haifa-Beirout; Baghdad air mails switch
to Wednesday from Thursday; introduction (announced Mar 27) of blue Air Mail
and red Motor Mail labels; changes to Cairo-Alex rail expresses; changes to

Khedivial Mail services to Palestine/Syria.

(1,10): From Jan 1, Egyptian and Palestine Postal Orders may be cashed in the

other country, with Egyptian Orders issued for payment in Palestine without
extra charge and on the same basis as interior Orders. From the same date,
Money Orders for L.E. 1 and below will be suspended by both countries. Stamps
on the face of Palestine Postal Orders should not exceed three totalling 40
mills; those on Egyptian Postal Orders must not exceed 49 mills (as inland).

Jan 7

Jan 1

(2,6): The Postmaster—General notifies the public that the despatch of
cigarette ends and unsalubrious substances by Letter Post or Parcel Post
is prohibited. If such articles are detected in transit through the post,
they will be destroyed in the interest of public health.

Jan 2

7 (5,10): Money Orders exchanged with Spain from Jan 20, maximum stg £40.

9 (10,2): Following resignation of the Yehia Ibrahim government and elevation

of Saad Zaghloul Pasha as President of the Council of Ministers, Ahmed Mazloum
made Minister of Waqfs (Religious Endowments) and Moustapha el Nahas Bey becomes
Minister of Communications from Jan 28.

Feb 4 (12,6): The Postmaster—-General announces that as the contract with the Nairn

Feb 7

Transport Company, whose motor cars were utilized for the transport of mails
between Haifa and Beyrouth, expired on January 31 1924, the special fee
hitherto collected from the public on correspondence for Syria and the Lebanon
will not be levied with effect from that date.

All correspondence for Syria and the Lebanon will be despatched daily
(except Sundays) by way of Qantara-Haifa and thence by motor cars of the Syrian
Postal Authorities, without any surcharge, as from the above date, in accordance
with the arrangements made to that effect with Syria and Palestine Post Offices.

(14,5): The Postmaster—General begs to bring the following to the notice of the

public:- A

Some holders of Post Office Boxes seem to be under the impression that
the subscription to these boxes entitles them to a special treatment with regard
to delivery of their correspondence which does not bear the number of the box or
of correspondence which is addressed to their residence. '

Such is not the case, however, as, according to general postal principles,
correspondence is delivered to the address it bears, as is practised in foreign
postal services.

The system of Post Office Boxes only entails a particular method of
distribution being effected, enabling the subscriber to withdraw correspondence
by his own means, as soon as the sorting operations are terminated, thus
obviating the inconvenience of awaiting the postmen's call.

Under these conditions, it would be in the interest of box holders to
inform their correspondents of the number of their boxes, which should moreover
be printed on office letter paper and advertisements in local directories.

Furthermore, it is suggested to those members of the public who have not
rented Post Office Boxes that they adopt the same measures in order that their
correspondence should bear the address of residence or office (name and number
of street and quarter) whereat delivery is desired, and this with . view to
avoiding delay and resultant inconvenience.

Dead Letter Office parcels sale Feb 20, Central Postal Stores, Alexandria.
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Feb 18 (18,8): German Post Office says that Money Orders in sterling for the Occupied
Ruhr and on the Rhine can be issued in Egypt for payment at destination, to a
maximum of stg £20.

Feb 25 (20,4): The Postmaster—-General announces that the departure of the air mails
for Baghdad will take place every alternate Wednesday instead of every alternate
Thursday, with effect from the 27th instant.

Latest hours of posting become: Alexandria Central llam, Cairo Central
3pm, Port Said Central noon.

Feb 28 (21,4): Insured letters and boxes service with Palestine established as from
March 1: maximum insured 3,000 gold francs. Palestine offices admitted are as
Jan 18 of 1923 except for the following: Gadera deleted, Ludd (Lydda) and Beisan
added, Zieron Jacob for Ber Yacob, Majdal for Mejdal, Samakh for Semakh,
Sarafand for Sarafend, and Petah Tikva split into Petah, Tikva (Mulebbis).

Mar 3 (22,5): Italians say parcels containing precious stones or precious metals must
be accompanied by an invoice or other documents to allow value to be determined.

Mar 10 (24,6): Money Order service between Egypt and Syria and Greater Lebanon
suspended as from today because of fluctuations in exchange rates.

Mar 24 (28.5): Insured letter and box and Insured Parcel services between Egypt and
Syria and Greater Lebanon will be inaugurated from Apr 1. Maximum amount for
letters 3000 gold francs, for parcels 2000 gold francs.

Registered correspondence for Arabia accepted only at sender's risk and
with no Egyptian PO responsibility in case of loss.

Resumed from Mar 24: Money Orders by Germany on Egypt; acceptance of
COD Insured Letters and Boxes, COD Parcels and collection orders by Egypt for
Germany.

Mar 27 (29,4): According to postal regulations, letters for Mesopotamia intended for
despatch either by the Service Air Mail or by the Overland Motor Mail route
should bear annotations to that effect in red ink on the top left-hand corner
of the envelope in addition to the regular postage and special fee.

As such endorsements often escape the notice of the postal staff ow1ng
to their illegibility or inconspicuousness, the Postmaster—Gemeral announces
that special gummed labels have been printed, for affixing to letters destined
for conveyance by the Service Air Mail or the Overland Motor Mail route, as
the case may be. -

The labels for the Air Mail are blue, while those for the Overland Mail
Service are red. Each category is printed in Arabic and English in white bold
characters and will be supplied gratis on application to the Sale of Stamps
windows.

Senders of letters for transmission to Mesopotamia by either of the above
services are therefore requested in their own interest to apply for these labels
and affix them to the envelopes in lieu of the annotation hitherto made by them.

Correspondence which is not regularly prepaid (ordinary postage and the
special fee) will be despatched by the ordinary route even though bearing one
of the above-described labels.

Mar 31 (30,12): Maximum insurance for Value Declared Letters and Boxes exchanged
with Turkey fixed at 1000 gold francs.

(30,16): Tender for engraving (Dec 31 1923) awarded to H.Margosches, Alexandria.

Apr 3 (32,6): Parcels service with Belgian Congo suspended for two months; but parcels
for Banana, Boma and the Magumbe Zone will be accepted.
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Apr 12 (37,9): Next air mail departure for Baghdad Wednesday Apr 23. Note:
registered articles must be posted at least one hour before.

Parcel post service with Belgian Congo has been restored.

Apr 29 (39,7): France has increased postage rate on letters from France for abroad
from 50c to 75c per unit of 20g or fractionm.

Jun 9 (50,6): Parcel post service with localities in the Belgian Congo beyond Matadi
by way of the West Coast of Africa suspended to September 30.

Jul 7 (59,13): Dead Letter Office parcels sale July 23.

Jul 21 (63,5): The Postmaster—-General announces that, owing to the strike of the
staff of the Egyptian Delta Light Railways Company in the Mudiriyah of Behera,
only ordinary correspondence will, until further notice, be accepted for
transmission to localities situated on the Company's lines in the affected area.

Jul 28 (65,4): From Aug 1, ordinary Money Orders, telegraphic Money Orders, COD
Parcels and collection order services will be established between Egypt and the
Free City of Dantzig, to a maximum of stg £40.

Jul 31 (66,9): Tender for supply of watermarked paper to the Government Press,
Bulag (Sept 20).

Sept 1 (77,3): From Aug 27 parcels for the United States will go by a direct new
route. Charges 115 milliemes to lkg; 130mills 1-3kg; 150mills 3-5kg.

Sept 8 (79,13): Netherlands announces that from Sept 15 Money Orders issued by Dutch
offices on Egypt as well as trade changes of COD parcels for Holland must have
their value expressed in sterling instead of gold francs: maximum for each
parcel stg £10.

Sept 11 (80,11): Madrid Postal Congress instructs all postal administrations to
count the weight of overseas correspondence between October 15 and November
11 inclusive.

As this operation can only be effected immediately before the formation
of the mails, the Post Office will be compelled to close mails an hour earlier
than the usual advertized time during the above 28 days.

The precise hour at which such mails will be closed will be indicated
on the Public Notice Board installed at the GPO Alexandria and at the Cairo,
Port Said, and Suez Post Offices, and it will also be indicated in the mail
departure notices which are issued to subscribers and which are invariably
published in the Press. Correspondence posted in the letterboxes after the
advertised time will necessarily be delayed until the departure of the
following mail; moreover, during the above 28 days, no correspondence may be
posted on board mail steamers nor in the trains at Cairo and other stationms.

Sept 15 (81,6): Bir Shams, Shiblanga and Nikla admitted to specie and insured letters
services from October 1, as usual during the cotton season.

Oct 2 (86,4): Samples containing dutiable articles addressed to localities in
Tripolitania will not be admitted.

The Postmaster-General has the honour to inform the public that Value
Declared Letters and Boxes from Cairo destined for Italy or despatched in
transit through Italy must be consigned to the Central Post Office, Cairo, on
Thursdays before noon, in order that they may be desatched by the steamers of
the Lloyd Triestino Company via Brindisi.
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Oct 8 (87,4): Auction of obsolete articles, October 18, Central Postal Stores,

Oct 20

Alexandria.

(91,5): Insured COD letters and boxes may now be despatched to Holland.

Oct 23

Oct 27

Trade charges must be expressed in sterling, to maximum £40 per item.

According to the new winter itinerary of the Egyptian State
Railways, the arrival of the Express Train No 19 at Alexandria has been
fixed at 7.05pm instead of 7.40pm. In consequence, the Delivery Office
windows at Alexandria Central PO will be open from 8-8.30pm from Nov 1.

(92) : The 26th public session (11 May) of the Chamber of Deputies gives
a complete listing (in French) of Egyptian military strength, including
dispositions and British and Egyptian officers.

(93,5): New railway stations opened on Menuf-Kafr el-Zayat line from
Nov 1: Denshawi, Danasur, Bishtami, Tanub. Kasr Naser el-Din not yet
ready, so Dalgamun Halt stays open. Kafr Deima Halt, between Shubra el-
Nemla and Kafr el-Zayat, also open Nov 1.

(93,6): As a result of a new timetable, the Express train No 24 will leave
Alexandria at 3pm instead of 4pm from Nov 1. Insured letters for localities
in Egypt will be accepted daily by the Cash Office of the Alexandria PO

from 9am to noon and from 3pm to 6pm, Sundays and holidays excepted.

Nov 6 (96,3): The Postmaster-General has the honour to inform the public that,

Nov 17

effective November 7, the steamers of the Khedivial Mail Steamship and
Graving Dock Coy., Ltd., will leave Alexandria every Friday and Port Said
every Saturday for Palestine and Syria, instead of every Saturday and
Sunday respectively.

In consequence of the alteration effected in the departure of the
Express Train No 24 from Alexandria, which has been timed at 3pm instead
of 4pm effective Nov 1, the Postmaster-General has the honour to inform
the public that clearance of letter boxes installed at the Branch Post
Offices within the town will not be effected between noon and 2.30pm. In
the circumstances, correspondence should preferably be posted in the street
letter boxes, the clearance of which is effected at convenient hours prior
to the departure of the abovementioned Express Train.

(99,3): Closed packets and sealed letters containing dutiable goods may

Nov 20

now be sent to Martinique. Wrappers must bear "To be submitted to the
Customs" in red, with the nature, origins, value and weight of the goods.
They must also have Customs import authorisation.

(100,3):

MINISTRY OF FINANCE

Survey of Egypt. - Competitive Design for new adhesive Postage Stamps
required by the Egyptian Government: -

1) The sum of L.E. 200 (two hundred Egyptian pounds) is offered as a
prize for the most suitable design for the new series of advhesive
postage stamps to be used by the Egyptian General Post Office.

2) The method of printing to be employed will be the photogravure process,

therefore designs must be prepared in sepia wash, line drawings being
unsuitable for the printing process.

(Continued....)
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Nov 20 (100,3) (continued)

3) The principal feature of the stamp is to be a portrait bust of His
Majesty King Fouad I, and competitors: must arrange to allow the maximum
space in the design for this portrait. No attempt need be made to paint a
portrait of His Majesty as this will be reproduced at a later stage from
an actual photograph.
4) Artists are given the alternative of designing a surround to the
portrait in either arabesque or ancient Egyptian decoration, but care
must be taken to preserve purity of style in either case.
5) Suitable panels must be arranged for in the design to give adequate
display to the words "Egypt Postage" (in Arabic), the value of the stamp
in Arabic words and also in Arabic and Latin figures.
6) The dimensions of the design must be exactly four times larger than
those of the low value stamps now in circulation which measure 22.75 X
18.75 millimetres, that is to say the measurements of the design will be
91 X 75 millimetres.
One design will be used for the entire series.
7) Competitors must prepare their drawings in such a manner that they can
be used for final reproduction without any subsequent retouching and
particular care must be taken to ensure that designs are absolutely
rectangular.
8) Drawings must be made on suitable thick white Bristol board or
hot-pressed white drawing paper mounted on strawboard, in order to ensure
perfect flatness and to obviate cockling.
9) Competitors must forward their drawings carefully packed, under
registered cover, addressed to:-
The Surveyor General,
Survey of Egypt,
(Competition) Giza (Mudiriya) - Egypt.
and drawings must be received not later than February 1, 1925.
10) Each drawing is to have written in ink on the back the artist's
pseudonym. A covering letter giving particulars of the artist's name
and address, and also his pseudonym, must be forwarded under separate
registered cover to:-
The Surveyor General,
Survey of Egypt,
(Competition) Giza (Mudiriya) - Egypt.

11) The Government reserves the right to reject any or all of the designs
submitted and its decision is absolutely final. The submission of designs
will be considered ipso facto as compliance with these terms on the part
of the artist.
12) The result of the competition will be advertized in the Journal Officiel
and in the daily press.

[In the event of course, none of the designs submitted was found suitable,
and no result can be traced through the JO].

Nov 24 (102,2): Christmas posting dates: Britain letters Dec 18 (French steamer),
parcels Dec 8 (P&0); France, Sweden, Belgium, Holland, Spain Dec 18
(French steamer) and Dec 14 (P&0); Austria, Germany, Czechoslovakia etc
Dec 19, Dec 12 (both Lloyd Triestino); Italy letters and parcels Dec 19

(Continued...... )
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(102,2) (continued)

Nov 27

(Lloyd Triestino); United States Dec 5 (Lloyd Triestino), Dec 1 (P&O);
India letters and parcels Dec 10 (P&0); Australia letters and parcels

Dec 3 (P&O).

The Registration window at the Attarin PO will open in future from
7.30 to 8.30 instead of 8-9pm.

(105,12) : Contract for watermarked paper for the Government Press, Bulaqg,

awarded to Messrs McKenzie Scott and Henderson Ltd for L.E.232.971.

(107 Special): Exchange of Notes between Allenby, Saad Zaghloul and later

Ahmed Ziwer (took over from Zaghloul as Prime Minister Nov 25) after the
assassination of Sir Lee Stack Pacha, Sirdar of the Egyptian Army and
Governor-General of Sudan, outside his home in Kasr el-Aini at 2pm on
November 19. He died at midnight on Nov 20 and was buried Saturday morning

(109,1): Royal decree naming Sir G. Archer Governor-General of Sudan

(111,2): Owing to the new arrival time at Cairo of Express Train No 24,

now at 6.25 instead of 7.25pm from November 1, the Delivery section of
the Cairo PO will henceforth be 7.30am to 8.30pm uninterruptedly.

(113,10) : Tender for the Surveyor-General of Egypt, Giza - for aluminium

printing plates required for 1925 (closing March 18).

Dec 2
Nov 22.
Dec 8
(dated December 4).
Dec 15
Dec 22
Dec 29

(116,2): Specie service at Bir Shams suppressed from Dec 25 and at Nikla

and Shiblanga from Dec 30, owing to the termination of the cotton season.

From January 1, Ordinary Money Orders, Cash on Delivery parcels,
Insured Letters and Boxes - specified in sterling to a limit of £40 -
will be allowed between Egypt and Finland.



