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CIVIL CENSORS IN THE CAIRO POSTAL MUSEUM

NOTES by J M Murphy (ESC 240)

Among the sadly-unheralded treasures of the Egyptian Postal
Museum in Cairo lie a dozen ancd a half sheets of A4 paper, typed
in Eng.ish and covered with impressions of censor hand-stamps.
They seem to form a file record of those persons or offices to
whom the hand-stamps were entrusted as at June 15, 1944, the
only date on the sheets.

The original order of the sheets in this record can no longer be
ascertained, and the present order is at random. But what is
clear is that the types of hand-stamps covered total three, and
that each has a file number, even though that number may not
appear on the hand-stamp. There are gaps in the file numbers
(see below). The three types of hand-stamps are :-

1. (Boulad Type 7-8) Small (22mm diam) double-circle, with central
figure in English, 5, U JV &,15) idarat ar-raqabat (Department of
Censorship) above, and CENSORSHIP DEPT. below;

2. (Boulad Types 34-60) Wide range of geometric shapes, either
single or double-bordered, containing another single or double
geometric figure, J%JJ'QQ(J) raqabat al-barid (Censor of the Post)
above and Postal Censor (not invariably in lower-case) below; but
no number. Each of these figures has a file number alongside, but
the method of allocation escapes me. Perhaps by language?

3. (Boulad Types 19-33) Similar to the last but larger, and with
a central English figure.

In the following list I shall follow as closely as possible,
consistent with sense, to the order of the Museum sheets. The
illustrations are partly those of the ESC record and partly my
own, and my comments are placed within square brackets.

[ The illustrations for the following data sheets were taken from very poor
copies and the contritutor has gone to great effort tc provide improved
copies with good legibility. However, the actual impressions on cover are
themselves, mainly, very poor and the first illustration on each rage has
been left unimproved to serve as a guide. It is likely that actual
impressions found will more closely resemble these than the illustrations
which have been improved - Editor. ]



1. Boulad Types 7-8
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[Impression in purple]

1. The above is the only impression of the undermentioned Metal Stamps.

2. They are in use by the following:-

Stamp No.

To Whom Issued

Omar Rouchdy Effendi
Commercial Section
Despatch Section
Machine Room

" n

" n
Commercial Section

" n
Transit Section
Internee Section
Registered Section

" "

" n
Omar Rouchdy Effendi
Sorting Section
Despatch Section
Sorting Section
Despatch Section
C.P.C.HQ. Delegate at G.P.O.
Registered Section
Travellers Effects Section

[1) " n

Reception & Despatch Section

[NOTES: C.P.C.HQ. presumably Central Postal Censorship Headquarters.

No date for this sheet - but the preamble says "in use by'";
thus presumably this 18 a restating of a position rather than
an issue of hand-stamps. In which case, how are the gaps in

the file explained; and why such different numbers for the same
sections?

Who was the only named person - Omar Rouchdy?]
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2. Boulad Types 34-60

[In the lists that follow I have followed the order as on the sheets, but
to save space have used two columns instead of one, where possible. ALl
impressions are in purple except as noted.]

Official Pass-Stamps Issued in C.P.C.HQ. on 15th June 1944

No. Impression To Whom

Impressions

Diamonds

Issued

Single-bordered diamond with a

159

Double-bordered diamond with a

165

168

Double-bordered diamond with a

166 i Mr. M.

179

- more Civil Censor data pages

Mr. L.

Mr. P.

Mr. L.

Miss R.Halfon 180

square or oblong

Racnos No. 159
(unimproved)
circle
R.Simeonides 167 Mr. M.J.Drossos
Ellegard 175 . Mr. J.Massabki

square or oblong

Sherman 172

E.Atkins

in the next QC -
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VARIETIES IN EGYPT PHILATELY

CLASSIFIED BY TYPE RATHER THAN CHRONOLOGICALLY - Part 3

derived from Album Pages exhibited by Arch. Samir A Fikry (ESC 305)

VARIETY TYPE 6 - Overprinting varieties.

As i8 well known, there are always many varieties where
overprints are concerned.

Examples illustrated :-

Fig. 26 Type 6a Double bar (deleting CAIRO) on 15m value,
1926 commemorative of the inauguration of Port Fuad.

Type 6Db 1926 surcharges on 1926 Agricultural
Exhibition : -

Fig. 27a Broken "5" on 5-mille surcharge on 50 millie (shows
on 17th stamp on every sheet)

Fig. 27b Broken "S" on 10-mills surcharge on 100 mills (shows
on U1st stamp on every sheet)

Fig. 27¢ Broken "M" on 15-mills surcharge on 200 mille (shows
on 24th stamp on every sheet)

Fig. 274 Double overprint on 15-mills surcharge on 200 mills

Type 6c¢ 1946 overprint (Cairo Aviation Congress) on
1941 issue, 10-mills value :-

Fig. 28a Misplaced overprint
Fig. 28b Double overprint
Fig. 28¢ 1Inverted overprint

Type 6d 1943 overprint of year "1943%" on 1940 issue for
Child Welfare Fund, to form a commemorative issue of
the 5th birthday of Princess Ferial: there is a
known error of "1493" instead of "1943"™ in the
Arabic figuree, on 98th stamp on every sheet (not
illustrated).

VARIETY TYPE 7 - Stampe printed on the gummed side: only one
sheet each 18 recorded of the following issues :-

Type 7a Definitive issue, 1937, 2 mille and 100 mills
Type 7b Definitive igsue, 1944, 10, 15 and 20 mills
[ The photographs of varieties, type 7, are not suitable for

printing from; in any casge they cannot, of course, show that the
printing is on the gummed side - Editor ]

( Completion of Varieties of the Monarchy Period )
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Fig. 26 Type 6a Double bar (deleting CAIRO)
on 15m value, 1926 commemorative of the
inauguration of Port Fuad.

v

Varieties of the 1946 overprint (Cairo Aviation Congress)
on 1941 issue, 10-mills value :-

Fig. 28a Misgplaced overprint
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Varieties of 1926 surcharges on 1926 Agricultural Exhibition

Fig. 27a Surcharge variety
Broken "5"
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Fig. 27c¢ Surcharge variety
Broken "M"
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(the "fading'" at right 18 not real
but i1is due to the photography of
the original stamp - Editor)

Fig.

27b
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Surcharge variety
Broken "S"
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Fig.

274 Surcharge variety
Double surcharge
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International Express Madi 1 Service

by J Sears (ESC 188)

This service (known as 'Data Post' in the UK) has been established
to guarantee the qQuickest posgsible delivery of mail, but it is
difficult to determine whether it has proved effective in practice.
At a recent Cincle meeting a member present Quite definitely stated
that, as far as post to the Continent was concerned, his firm
preferred to rely on the GPO "Swiftalir" service, it being far
cheaper and just as reliable.

[ Fig. 1a
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Figure 1(a) 18 a reduced illustration of the reverse of an E.M.S.
cover from Egypt to Ann Arbor, Michigan, USA, the full size being

385mm x 250mm. The *address appears on the obverse, of course.
No stamps nor Airmaill Cachet appear. The Form on the right is
American,

and the original (unfortunately too lightly typed to
appear on this photocopy) contains these details :-

Airport of entry - JFK
Date - 05.18.88 (= 18th May)
From - Country EG City CAI

Customs Clearance.

In the right-hand panel of this Form appear :-
Destination: Date of Delivery 5,/19/88 (= 19th May)

Time of Delivery 10.30 am
Space for detalls of addressee.

The printed details in the top half of both left and right panels

are in orange, the colours blue and orange being internationally
accepted for this service.

/ continued s & @
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The International Express Mail Service - continued
e A LR
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Figure 1(b) shows the Egyptian EMS label, full size.

Charge - £E 27

Date - 15.5.88 (= 15th May)

Weight - 220 gms

Office - ? 9 (suggestions please !')
Number - 141762 . . . CAO (presumably Cairo)

At first glance the cost of sending the packet seems exorbitant,
but the charge for Datapost from the UK to USA (East Coast) is £ 18
for the first 500 gms and £ 1.50 for each subsequent 500 gms (or
part of). From UK to Egypt it is8 £ 25 for the first 500 gms, and
£ 5.50 for each subsequent 500 gms (or part of). The date of
posting in Cairo was 15th May (a Sunday), date of receipt in Ann
Arbor 19th May, probably as qQuick as could be expected, taking into
account the two probable changeover points of New York and Detroit.
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2 Midan Kasr El Doubara Gardea City Cairo.
Tel. 22762-21689
l P.0. Box 1438 Cable : PRONATGAS
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Fig. 2a is a reduced illustration (full size 230mm x 150mm) of a
cover showing an earlier use of the service: it came to 1light
following a discussion with Mr Robin Bertram ( ESC 137).

/ continued & @ e
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The International Express Mail Service - continued

In this case evidence that the postage was pald appears on the face
of the covert fn the shape of the Postage Paid cachet, the full
gize of which is 40mm x U48mm.

‘Fig. 2b
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This is the label (full size) which appears on the reverse of the
cover illustrated as Fig. 2a. The printing is in blue on a white
ground, but the small letter shown held in the hand of the motif is
in orange.

The detaills seem to be :-

Welight 10 gms
Office Cairo
Item No. 11392
Charge £E 15
Date 2.10.84 (= 2nd October)

Unfortunately there is no trace of arrival.

I should like any one of our members in Egypt to send me the
Egyptian Post Office leaflet (if there is one) setting out the

detalls of the Express Maill for inclusion in the ESC Air Mail Study
Records.

[1 In conclusion, and speaking as a chairman of Egypt (]
[] Study Circle, I feel 1t would be most useful 1if []
[] someone in Egypt would kindly volunteer to act as []
[] the Circle's Correspondent, supplying us with []
[] regular news of Postage Rate changes as they []
(1 occur, FOR PUBLICATION IN THE QC. Such details [1]
{1 are very difficult for us to obtain and I am sure []
[] that students of Egypt Postal History now, and []
[] the future, will welcome the availability of such []

[] records. {1
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JOURNAL OFFICIEI - January to May 1L926

Extracts by J M Murphy (ESC 280)

1926 comment by JMM

Arrangements for temporary POs and commemoratives marking Agriculture/Industry
Exhibition; King's Birthday commem announced; issue of 27mills Air Mail stamp
and restrictliions on its use; further extension to Express service and (at last)
official Decree giving it royal approval.

Jan 11

Jan 14

Jan 21
Jan 25

Feb 11

(3,4): It has been observed that certain messengers entrusted with
the withdrawal of correspondence from the private letter boxes are
not capable of reading the numbers of the boxes and try to open those
belonging to other subscribers.

As the practice may result in the deterioration of the locks or in
the eventual loss of correspondence should the boxes be accidentally
opened, the Postmaster-General has the honour to request the subscribers
to private letter boxes to send messengers acquainted with the reading
of numbers exclusively, drawing their attention to the necessity of
ascertaining the number of the box before opening it.

The Postmaster-General has the honour to inform the public that
Postal Guide No 43 for 1925, which is also effective for 1926, has
appeared and may be purchased from all Post Offices at the price of
50mills. Any modifications appearing in the course of the year will
be communicated to the Post Offices for compliance and for the
information of the public where necessary.

The Postmaster-General has the honour to inform the public that
the Postal Administration has in stock a remaining quantity of the
Geographical Congress postage stamps of the 5mill denomination
exclusively. These stamps are being put on sale at Cairo, Alexandria
and Port Said Local Directorates of Posts, up to March 15, 1926.

(4,6): It is observed that certain senders of parcels destined to be
delivered by special messenger omit to indicate the address of the
addressees in a clear and complete manner, delaying the parcel.

Siwa PO admitted to Inland Telegraphic Money Order service, Feb 1.
(6,4) : Armant PO admitted to Inland Telegraphic Money Order service.
(7,5): Notice clarifying the last two: "Inland" includes Sudan.

Abu Zaabal Quarries PO will be admitted to the exchange of insured
letters, boxes and parcels not exceeding L.E.20 in value from Feb 1.

Feb 8 (11,5): Class 3 Post Offices are to be opened on February 1 at Dandit,

Bichla, Barhamtouche, Nekita, Bayoum and Kafr Allam.

(12,6): Further to the notice published in the press [Note - not

Feb 15

published in JO] on January 30, 1926, the Postmaster-General has the
honour to inform the public that according to the request of the
Exhibition Authorities, the opening of the temporary Post Office at
the Agricultural and Industrial Exhibition, Gezira (Cairo), has been
postponed to February 15, 1926.

(13,9): A Class 2 PO also admitted to the Savings Bank service will be

opened at Ezbet el Burg (near Damietta) on February 16.

The Postmaster-General has the honour to inform the public that on
the occasion of the Agricultural and Industrial Exhibition which will be
held in Gezira, Cairo, from February 20, 1926, a commemorative postage
stamp representing ploughing in Egypt by means of the ordinary plough
has been issued in six denominations, ie 5, 10, 15, 50, 100 and 200mills.

(Continued......
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EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OFFICIEL - continued

1Lo=26 e 4.4
Feb 15 continued...

The new commemorative postage stamps will be sold at the chief
Post Offices of Governorates and Mudiriehs between February 20 and May
20, 1926, inclusively, and will be used in the Inland and Foreign
services for the prepayment of letters, postcards, commercial papers,
samples, printed matter, impressions in relief for the use of the
blind, insured letters and boxes and parcels.

The new postage stamps will be valuable for prepayment during the
above period only, and any articles prepaid therewith with effect from
May 21, 1926, will be considered as being unprepaid and consequently
taxed.

Feb 18 (14,2): Abu Suweir PO admitted to the exchange of Inland, Sudan and
International Money Orders from March 1.

Feb 25 (17,5): The Postmaster-General has the honour to inform the public that
Biala and Mellawi have been admitted to house to house delivery of
correspondence.

Mar 4 (20,5): The Postmaster-General has the honour to inform the public that
with a view to facilitating the despatch by Air Mail of letters addressed
to Baghdad, a special postage stamp of the value of 27mills has been
issued for the prepayment of ordinary correspondence (per port of 20gm
or fraction) which are to be conveyed by air to the above destination.

These postage stamps will be put in circulation from March 10,
1926, and will be sold at the windows of the principal Post Offices
of Governorates and Mudiriehs. i

Mar 7 (Special): Royal Decree modifying Decree of 3 October 1921 fixing import
charges on tobacco.

Mar 11 (23,6): Dekernes has been admitted to house to house delivery of
correspondence; Dishna will be so admitted from March 10. From March
8, Kafr Shugr PO will perform the duties of a No 2 PO, including the
Savings Bank service.

During Ramadan (Mar 15 to April 13) the Cash and Parcels section of
the Alexandria, Cairo, Port Said and Suez Post Offices will close daily
at 5pm instead of 6pm.

Mar 22 (26,4): A Class 3 Post Office has been opened at Mit el Korashi. The
work will be carried out by the Stationmaster.

Mar 25 (27,3): At the request of Greece, the inauguration of the Insured Letters
service will be further postponed, to further notice instead of on Apr 1.

The Postmaster-General has the honour to inform the public that on
the occasion of the Birthday of His Majesty the King Fouad I, Sunday
hours will be observed on Friday March 26, 1926, in all Post Offices.

Apr 1 (30,8): The Postal Administration informs the public that on the occasion
of the Anniversary of the Birthday of His Majesty the King, a new
commemorative P.T. 50 postage stamp has been issued and is now on sale
for the prepayment of postal matter until exhaustion of the available
stock.

Apr 5 (33,6): Shibin el Qanatir admitted to house to house delivery of
correspondence from April 9; A Class 2 Post Office has been opened
at E1 Alaqi (Upper Egypt).

Apr 8 (34,6): State Railways, Telegraphs and Telephones announcement of "new
telegraph form with coloured designs on it" which will come into force
on April 12, for messages of a congratulatory nature. Surcharged 20mills
for up to 25 words, and 20mills for each extra 25 words of part thereof,
above the normal cost. Restricted to Cairo, Alexandria, Port Said, Suez,
Tanta, Mansura, Zagazig, Minia and Assiut.
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EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OFFICIEL - continued

1926 — = 5. B

(37,4): The Postmaster-General has to draw attention to the fact that

Apr 26

the 27mills postage stamp recently issued is especially made for
prepayment of ordinary correspondence only for despatch by Air Mail from
Egypt to Baghdad.

It should not be used for prepayment of correspondence either
exchanged in the interior or addressed abroad

Henceforth all correspondence exchanged in Egypt or destined for
abroad and prepaid by the above mentioned stamp will be charged as
unprepaid and will be taxed as usual.

Class 2 Post Offices also admitted to the Savings Bank have been
opened: Shatanuf (Menoufia) Apr 10; Kafr Rabii and Astanha (Menoufia),
Shandawil (Girge) Apr 12. Class 3 PO opened at Saft el Enab April 1lst.

Japan calls for an itemised Customs note on all insured parcels
and boxes containing commercial articles.

Noting an increased in returned correspondence, China advises
that the names of the office of destination and its province should be
carefully written in Chinese characters, according to the Official List
published by the Chinese Postal Service and in the Dictionary of the
International Office, Berne; and to wrap the parcel in thick paper.

Since no Post Office exists at E1l Hodaida (Yemen), ordinary
correspondence duly prepaid for that locality will be accepted and
despatched only via Aden. Insufficiently or not prepaid ordinary
correspondence addressed to Hodaida, as well as registered items, will
not be accepted.

(39,6): Class 3 PO opened at Hafs (Behera).

May 4 (42,9): Nagada admitted to house to house delivery.

May 17

The Postmaster-General has the honour to invite the attention of
the public to the necessity of prepaying correspondence addressed to
Ministries and Government Departments as already prescribed in the
Egyptian Postal Guide (Egyptian edn, page 35, second paragraph) .

Class 2 PO and Savings Bank opened on May 7 at Kafr el Ghanamieh
(Menufia), El Shawashna (Fayoum), El Douer (Asyut).

(46,10) : The Postmaster-General has the honour to inform the public that

the Registration in Departure Section of the Alexandria Central Post
Office will be transferred to other quarters in the same premises with
effect from May 17, its entrance in rue Caillard Pasha, opp. Claims Section.

May 20 (48,4): The Postmaster-General has to direct the attention of the public

May 24

to the necessity of inscribing on the parcels exactly the same address
as shown on the related despatch notes, as the slightest difference would
result in delay in delivery of the parcels to the addressees.

Following the notice published in the press [not in JO] yesterday,
the Postmaster-Gneral has the honour to inform the public that the P&0O
mail which arrived at Port Said today also comprised only a portion of
the mails usually sent from Great Britain to Egypt.

(49,4): The Telegraphs and Telephones headquarters (of the Egyptian State

Railways, Telegrpahs and Telephones) will remove to a new building in
Shareh E1 Maleka Nazli on May 24, 1926.

Mr Murphy's extracts from the Journal Officiel for June to December 1926

will

appear in the December 1988 issue of The QC - Editor



