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British Civil Censorship in Egypt - Early WW2 o continued

Airmaile from the whole of Africa addressed to neutral, middle-
European destinations, would there be transferred from the primarily
British air services to those of neutral but suspect Italy. Such
transit mail could for a period have been of lesser interest to the
newly operating Egyptian authority. Further, the Egyptians may
initially have been diffident of ueing their closures reading
'"BEgyptian Cengorghip' in Arabic and Engliesh, on mail to and from
neutral countries, whereas British handling and the use of the Type
22 'Opened by Censor' closure was lege specific concerning the place
of censorship.

I have traced eleven examples of the use of the special British
handstamp: these may include the two noted by M. Boulad. The
eleven fall naturally into three groupse, which should be considered
separately.

The first group comprises two covers which are of outstanding

importance as examples of censored transit airmail. Both bear PC22
'Opened by Censgor' labels, tied with the (8o far) only recorded
strikes of the type 1 'Passed by Censor' handstamp. They indicate

a degree of co-operation between the Egyptian and Britieh
authorities.

The second group of eight coversg show no sign of Egyptian
censorship, were not opened officially and all bear a strike of the
type 2 handetamp, 1.e. type 1 with the words 'Passed by Censgor'
excised. They all carry Egyptian adhesives and were postmarked at
or near locations where British censors would need to be stationed,
i.e. at Alexandria and Cairo where the British Flyingboats landed
and at Alexandria and Port Said for maills from ships.

It may be significant that this group were all to places abroad and
appear to be of French or English language origin. They seem to
have been handled by the British censors before being put into the
Egyptian Post Offices. They may have been sgsubmitted to the censgorse
unsealed. Whether this was done on a formal or informal basis must
be a matter of conjecture; it could be simply that the senders had
persgonal access to the censors and that this method showed a time
advantage.

The final group comprises one cover which originated in Canada and

was addressed to Italy. It was opened and resealed with a PC66
'Opened by Censor' label when in transit through the U.K. and on
delivery at Rome was re-addressed to Cairo. It has a Cairo arrival

datestamp for September 21st and bears a strike of a type 2 censor
handstamp which ties the re-addressing label.

Advice of any further examples will be most welcome.

/ continued
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- continued

Fore-runner

Fore-runner:

shown only to illustrate the similarity of design and

hence to stress the British origin of the subject

handstamps.
Known on cover, Liverpool-Bournemouth,
dated 30 December 1939.

Offered as Lot 60 in CCS@G Auction during 1980.

Type 1. Believed to be the as-isgsued state. Known used only
on foreign transeit airmail through Egypt.
Type 2. The modified type seen on French- and British-origin
surface and airmail posted in Egypt during 1939.
TABLE: Examples known, in order of postmark date
Dated Posted, or Hand- Origin Going Surface Comment
censored, stamp to or
at number Air
15 Sept Alexandria 3 Egypt UK Surface To Philip
Boulad, London
18 Sept Port Said 3 Egypt UK Air
18 Sept Port Said 3 Egypt UK Surface
18 Sept Port Said 7 8 Egyvpt India Alir GB adhesive,
under Egyptian
20 Sept Port Said 1 Egypt UK Air Also has Naval
Censor No.
20 Sept Cairo Q9 Egypt USA Air Air only to
London
21 Sept Port Said 1 Egypt UK Alir Posted at E1
Mansura
21 Sept Cairo 2 Canada Egypt Surface
28 Sept Alexandria 19 Egypt UK Surface Registered at
Alexandria
(Nov) Cairo 18 Belgian Belgium Air H/stamp tied
Congo PC22 label
(Nov) Cairo 18 S. Africa Switz. Alir - ditto -
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THE 5 MILLS OFFICIAL STAMP OF 1913, OVERPRINTED "O.H.H.S."
IN QUOTES....

(Some Important Points Concerning This Very Elusive Stamp)
By Charles F. Hass

In Question Time #89 (Q.C. #145/146), Lars Alund showed an
example of an official stamp of the 1913 unilingual 'O.H.H.S'-
overprinted issue, which had an unusual mark preceding the
letter '0' of the overprint. Said mark consisted of a small
right-angled figure followed by a square dot. As I am an avid
student of this and all overprinted stamps, I was immediately
intrigued by the anomaly, and would like to shed some light on
the results of my investigations, as they relate to Lars' hypo-
thesis that the stamp bears some relation to the very rare
variety, which Zeheri chooses to call "overprint between inver-
ted commas" (Zeh. #8f official stamp- See figure #1).

Very little is known about the variety, which-:I would more
accurately call "overprint in quotation marks". It is indeed
one of the rarest stamps of Egypt, and I know of the existence
of no more than a dozen or so examples. The theory behind its
existence is that a workman, having received the order to over-
print a quantity of 5m stamps with the letters "O.H.H.S.", as-
sumed the quotes to be part of the intended overprint, and set
them up in loose type as a result of his assumption. This seems
to me a very plausible explanation, given the degree of liter-
acy in Egypt at the time. It has further been proposed that

the quotes were removed after the error was detected, before
many impressions had been made, and that the overprinting

forme continued in use, sans quotes.

This is only partly true. Yes, the quotes were removed, and
additional impressions were subsequently made. However, they
were apparently few in number, as examples without quotes are
just as rare as those with quotes!

The normal overprinting forme used to produce the bulk of the
1913 5m official consisted of 240 subjects, stereotyped in
groups of twelve, of which there were twenty to make up the
forme of 240. I have two complete sheets in my collection, both
of which are identical, with the exception of some movement
between groups of stereos. One sheet is control #5, and the
other is control #6. The only variety of note, other than the
broken letters 'O' (positions #189, 209, 229), is the missing
'stop' (pos. #130). All of these are the result of impact dam-
age to the stereos prior to printing.

There is a very rare variety, found on the 'O.H.H.S.' with
quotes, that appears nowhere on the sheets of stamps from the
normal forme. That consists of a very considerable spacing out
of the '.S."' portion of the overprint, creating a large gap af-
ter the second letter 'H'. This is illustrated as figure #2.

I know that this variety exists on stamps without the quotes,
as I have seen one photo of such a variety, and have found a
reference to two additional examples in a Robson Lowe sale of
1973 (28 Feb., lot #994). These stamps could not have come
from the common forme, as they represent a typesetting variety
prior to stereotyping, and such a variety would therefore be
repeated in each group of stereos.

/ continued....
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THE 5 MILLS OFFICIAL STAMP OF 1913 - continued

The format of the forme from which the 'quotes' stamps were
overprinted is a mystery to me. Not enough examples are avail-
able to me for study purposes, so I can only make the observa-
tion that the forme, although it was definitely composed of
groups of stereos, was not in the same 6x2 arrangement seen in
the stereos of the common forme. There is no question that the
images with quotes are stereotyped, as the crude and incomplete
letters, particularly the quotes, are characteristic of poor
stereotyping. However, the one strip of three stamps that 1is
known shows three different types of stereos in a horizontal
row, the left-hand stamp being the'spaced-out' variety. If the
arrangement were vertical 6 by horizontal 2, then the right-
hand stamp would also have to be the variety.

A1l of this brings me to Lars' variety, with the right-angled
mark and square dot. As we know that the forme was used after
the quotes were removed (probably by the use of a metal router,
the common method employed to remove unwanted, or 'dead' metal
that is type-high), we would expect to possibly find positions
in which the quotes were not completely taken away. Figure #3
shows a horizontal pair, with quotes. Note that in the left-hand
stamp, although it has quotes preceding the '0', they are in-
complete, and are exactly the configuration of Lars' example!
It appears that Lars' stamp is one that has come from the forme
after removal of the quotes, and that these poorly stereotyped
quotes were missed by the workman! This is indeed another very
scarce item that I'll be on the lookout for (I've never seen
one, in the many years that I've carefully looked at quantities
of these stamps).

Why the forme with quotes removed was used only briefly, I
cannot say. Peter Smith has suggested that the stamps with
quotes were proofs, with the quotes-removed stamps being the
proofs showing the result of the removal. I think that this is
unlikely, as there seems to have been a wider range of use of
these stamps, with cancels from four or five offices, than the
limited usage of surplus proofs would indicate. Perhaps the
forme was scrapped because of further damage (possibly as a
result of careless routing of the metal). It appears that the
types of the stereotyping matrix may eventually be identifiable
if enough examples are studied, but this will take time and
good fortune, as the stamps are rare. I note that the fine
exhibit of Egyptian officials, shown by Leon Balian at Fall 1988

Stampex, included another example of the variety seen by Lars
Alund.

I hope that these comments will be of interest to E.S.C. members,
and that they will turn up additional examples of these scarce

stamps. I'd be happy to hear of any success stories!
lﬂ!i;ll

“0.H.H.S.”

Figure #1 Figure #2

C'0.H.K&. %,

Figure #3
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TUPDATA Egyptian Civil Censors - J M Murphy (ESC 240)

Dr Antoine Winter (ESC 149) has responded in typically
generous fashion to my notes on the names of Egyptian civil
censors, as found in the Cairo Postal Museum [QC xiii,7 (Whole
147), pp 131-3, and QC xiii,8 (Whole 148), pp 149-158] by
forwarding a number of photocopies of his censgored covere, which
emanate originally from Gabriel Boulad via Mehanny Eid.

Two of these (at least) deserve immediate notice: the first,
figure 1, points out the danger of "improving" i1llustrations for
publication ! The cilrcle-with-diamond marking (Museum No. 148, QC
p.152) quite clearly has the English wording Postal Censor set in a
curve rather than in the two straight lines following the legs of
the diamond in my "improved" version. Mea culpa !

The other Winter cover, figure 2, (Museum No. 121, illustrated
on QC page 151 and discussed briefly on page 158), i1is beautifully
illustrated, in red, and on cover, used on an incoming envelope
from New York to Cairo dated Apr 28 1941, i.e. three years and two
months before the Museum list was drawn up !

Clearly there remains much work to be done in collating these
markings, and myriad inferences yet to be drawn . . .

.'.A-.M;{
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QLUESTION T ITIVMIE — New Queastions

Q. TIME 96
"CAIRO/EGYPT" cancel on 1889 Postal Stationery Letter-Sheet (H&G 1)
- Question put by Mr Anatole Ott (ESC 261)

I hope that the following problem can be put in a coming QC, under
"Question Time", and I am hoping to get some answers to it. The
problem is shown on the copy of a letter-sheet which has been
cancelled to order by a strange cancel with EGYPT in i1t and dated
11 I 14 T1 [ = 11th January 1914, not 1st November - Editor ].
Ig it a genuine cancel or a fake ? What was the period of use,
and purpose, of this cancel ? And is 1t scarce ? I know that Mr
Edmund Hall (ESC 239) hasg a sgimilar letter-sheet but cancelled with
ALEXANDRIA / EGYPT. [ Illustration on next page - Editor ].

Q. TIME 97 Points arising on cover sent to Suez, Dec 1987
- Quegtion put by Mr Peter Bottrill

Mr Peter Bottrill (not ESC ?) of Grange Farm, Church Street,
Brierley, Near Barnsgley, SF2 GOHT, U.K., writes to ask 1if anybody
can help with the cover i1illustrated, please. The Editor thinks
this will be of interest to ESC members, hence its inclusion here.

It was franked with one GB 1883 twopence-halfpenny lilac and was
posted from ABERGELE, on the North Wales coasgt, on 29 December
1887. It is addressed to Captain H M Sandback, Royal Artillery,
H.M.S. "CROCODILE", Suez, Egypt, "To await arrival'. It received
a nearly perfect strike of the rubber stamp (having an oval
border): RESIDENT TRANSPORT OFFICER * SUEZ % with RECEIVED 1in a
centre oval over the date 6 JAN 88.

Mr Bottrill would like to Khow as much ag posgsgible about H.M.S.
"Crocodile", also about the Resident Transport Officer's function
and about Captain Sandback (who is Kknown to have been on service in

Ireland in 1916). Is anybody currently engaged 1n a study of Suez
Postal History ° [ And what 18 the meaning of the characters in
2nd line of address, appearing like " E/4 " 2 - Editor ].

Q. TIME 98 Is the stamp illustrated (next page) a Revenue ?

- Quesgtion put by Mr Peter Goowdin

Response to Q. Time 98 by the Editor - Yes, 1t is a Revenue
stamp, 1issued in 1927, called the Royal Crest issue. The reason
why the face value 12 the peculiar amount of 39 mills is one I
can't answer ! Mogt of us acquire Revenues accidentally, as part
of collections of Egypt postage stamps, and are intrigued by them.
A catalogue which has been avaialable since 1982 1lists the general
issues and all the various gpecial revenue function issues; it
gives useful information about various activities which were taxed
by these gtamps, 1in addition to being a complete priced catalogue.
It is well illustrated, has four pages 1in colour, and has a method
of displaying scarcity.

The definitive "Catalogue of Egyptian Revenue Stamps'" by Mr Peter R
Feltus (ESC 114) was published in 1982. A recent notice from
Peter shows that his book 1ig gtill available: Mr P R Feltus,
P.0O. Box 5339, Berkeley, Ca. 94705, U.S.A., price $ 30.
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Question Time - Illustrations to QT 96, 97 & 98
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JOURNAL OFFICIEL 2 1927

Extracts by J M Murphy (ESC 240)

1927 — 4

Quiet year, with Baghdad-Basra Air Mail arrangements; appeal to use stamped
paper where required; rumours of Lloyd Triestino's giving up carriage of mails
dispelled; mails carried again by Romanian steamers up to Costanza.

Jan 10

Jan 20

Feb 14

Jan 6 (2,11): Contract for 16 cast iron post-boxes for printed matter, samples

and commercial papers awarded to Hassabo Bey Mohamed, for L.E.288.

(3,4): Aga PO admitted to Inland, Sudan and Foreign Telegraphic Money Order
service from Jan 20.

Branch PO No 2 has been opened at Zein el Abedin, Cairo. Admitted
to Savings Bank as well as Insured Letters and Parcels up to L.E.10.

Baghdad-Basra Air Mails will leave Wednesday January 12. Articles
which are insufficiently prepaid will be despatched by sea from Port Said,
unless the amount of the postage be equivalent to that due for their
conveyance by motor-car. In this event, they will be carried by the
motor-car Overland route, if the locality of destination is admitted to the
reception of correspondence by this route.

(6,6): Notice of sale (January 29, Cairo Parcels Office), by public auction
of 280 cane parcel baskets not required by Postal Administration. Fee of

5% added for auctioneer. Similar notice for 270 baskets at Port Said,

sale on February 3.:

(13,6): The exchange of Deferred Telegraphic Money Orders between Egypt

Feb 17

and Germany, announced in the press on January 29 [not in JO] postponed
until further notice.

(14,4): It has been noticed that the public generally employs ordinary

Feb 24

postage stamps in certain circumstances for which stamped paper is
legally necessary. Postage stamps are intended exclusively for the franking
of correspondence, and the public is requested most firmly to use stamped
paper in all those cases where such usage is required by regulation.

The public is also informed that there is in the Stamped Paper Office
of the Central Administration of the Ministry of Finance a stack of
stamped paper to the value of 60mills and 30mills for petitions, as well
as those of 5, 10, 20 and 50mills, which should be used in accordance with
regulation. The Office also possesses a stack of stamped papers value
200mills, intended for the renewal of passports or laissez-passers.

The public may also be assured of being able to procure whatever
stamped paper and other stamps for which there may be need in the
Mudiriehs, Governorates, or from the village Sarrafs.

(16,2) : The Postmaster-General has the honour to announce that owing to

fog, the arrival at Port Said of the SS Moultan, which was expected to be
on the morning of Wednesday 23rd inst, has been delayed up to Friday noon,
the 25th of the current month.
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EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OFFICIEL - continued
1927 = 14
(17,5): Following the notice published in the press on the 22nd inst,

the Postmaster-General has the honour to inform the public that the
supplementary mails from Great Britain for Egypt which did not arrive by
the SS Helouan have arrived yesterday via Port Said by the SS Pilsna of
the Lloyd-Triestino line.

Apr 18 (33,2): State Railways, Telegraphs and Telephones announcement - from
May 1, Suez Rue Colmar Station will be renamed Suez Town Station.

Apr 26 (37 Special): New Cabinet headed by Abdel Khalek Saroit as Prime
Minister. Ahmed Mohamed Khachaba Pacha Minister of Communications.

May 30 (47,4): Post Office Class 3 admitted to ordinary and registered
correspondence and ordinary parcels services has been opened at Abu
Massoud, which lies on the Damanhur-Delingat Delta line.

June 6 (49,9): Tender to supply Post Office winter tunics in blue serge for
financial year 1927-28 (Postmaster-General, Alexandria, by June 27).

June 14 (51,3): Post Office Class 3 will be opened at Mandara (Alexandria-Edfina

line) on June 15. Services as May 30 above.

June 27 (55,11): Tender for construction of Teh el Baroud Post Office (Inspector,

July 4

Western Division, Ministry of Public Works, Alexandria, by July 10).

(57,3): The Postmaster-General has the honour to inform the public that

the Italian Postal Administration has informed the Post Offices in the
International Postal Union that consequent upon an arrangement concluded
between the said Administration and the Lloyd Triestino Navigation Co,

sea transit dues relating to postal items conveyed by the Lloyd Triestino
steamers will not be due to the Italian Postal Authority and that special
arrangements may be made, on the basis of the Universal Postal Convention,
between the said Company and the Postal Administrations in the Union,
after agreement between the Italian Post Office and the Administrations
concerned.

A draft arrangement has in consequence been prepared after agreement
between the Italian Postal Authority and the Lloyd Triestino Co and has
been transmitted to the Egyptian Ministry of Communications for approval;
the Lloyd Triestino Company will continue as heretofore to transport the
Egyptian mails.

The publication is made with a view to rectifying the unfounded
information published on this subject in certain local papers.

July 18 (61,2): The Postmaster General has the honour to inform the public that

with effect from the 16th inst, the clearance of the street letter boxes

in Cairo and Alexandria will be effected by means of motor-cycle instead of
tricycles. Cardboard labels indicating the new hours of clearance have been
provided, attached to the letter boxes until the production of the necessary
brass plates.

The public is required to collaborate as much as possible in the
supervision of the said cardboard labels by reporting to the police agents
any boys endeavouring to tear these labels. [The French version reads:

... endeavouring to amuse themselves by tearing these labels...]

Aug 1 (65,5): Post Offices admitted to ordinary and registered correspondence

and ordinary parcels opened in the following localities: Kafr el Guedid
(Mansura-Matarieh line) July 25; Shobak Akrach (Abou Kebir-Diarb Negm
line) Aug 1; El Kab (Cair-Port Said line) Aug 8.
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EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OFFICIEL o continued

127 — 441

Aug 8 (67,3): The exchange of Insured Letters and Boxes between Egypt and the

Aug 15

Kingdom of Hedjaz, Nejd and Dependencies has been arranged. Egyptian POs
of Class 1 have ... been authorised to accept insured letters and boxes
and to despatch the same to Jeddah and Mecca exclusively. Maximum insured
value 2000 francs (gold).

(69,4): Persia complains that "items prepaid at the letter rate containing

Aug 25

dutiable articles and originating abroad" do not carry the green label
Customs declaration, occasioning inconvenience. Egypt earnestly requests
the public to use the green label.

(72,1): All Government offices were closed Aug 24 for official funeral

Aug 29

of Saad Zaghloul Pacha, former Prime Minister.

(73,4): Exchange of Insured Letters between Egypt and Greece to start on

September 1, maximum value 665 gold francs.

Oct 6 (84,6): As usual during the cotton season, the Post Offices of Kafr el

Nov 28

Ghannemieh [in fact this opened only on May 7 1926] and Nikla el Enab
admitted to the Specie and Insured Letters services from October 1.

(101,4) : The Postmaster-General has the honour to inform the public that the

Cataract Hotel Post Office (Aswan) will be opened on December 1 1927, as
in previous years.

Dec 5 (103,2): The Postmaster-General has the honour to inform the public that,

with effect from December 6, it has been decided to resume the conveyance
of the mails by the Roumanian steamers of the Alexandria-Piraeus-Stamboul-
Costanza line.

Dec 8 (104,8): Post Office opened from Dec 8 at Awlad Sakr (Kafr Sakr-Sodaka

Dec 12

railway line, Sharqgia province), admitted to the following services:
Savings Bank, ordinary and registered correspondence, ordinary and COD
parcels, ordinary inland and international Money Orders, inland Postal
Orders and payment of British Postal Orders.

(105,4): The Postmaster-General has the honour to inform the public that

Dec 29

the Postal Administration assumes no responsibility for the contents of
registered items and that despite recent warnings served on the subject,
large quantities of banknotes are still being inserted under registered
covers instead of being forwarded by insured letter.

As registered items are handed over closed to the postal service,
which naturally ignores their contents and cannot accept responsibility
therefore, the senders are requested, in their own interest, either to
insure the items containing banknotes and which they used to despatch by
the registered method, or to draw Postal Orders or Money Orders for the
amount to be despatched.

(110,18): Results of tenders for GPO clothing and other effects (50

tenders received) include: Moh. Aly Trades School, Alexandria - cast iron
letter boxes, leather bags, assorted, and wooden labels for closing bags -
L.E.198.650; H. Margosches, Alexandria, steel stamps for franking Official
correspondence - L.E.60; J. Diamant, Cairo, revolving date stamps,
indiarubber date stamps and numbering stamps - L.E.7.910.
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