















































236
NEW ISSUES AND THEIR SPECIAL CANCELS

Please refer to the DATA SHEETS for dimensions
as not all illustrations are actual size
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The Soldililers= 8 Sailorss Institute

by Lare Alund (ESC 105)

In The QC, Volume XI, page 119 et seq., the late Jim Benians
published hie definitive study of the postmarks from the Seamen's
Home in Alexandria. Recently, having sorted my copies of post-
marks from thies Post Office, I have a little to add to Jim's Study.

The postmarks of types I to IV seem to be fairly scarce. Oof type
I (with the word "Port" included in the upper segment) I have only
three copies and, of type IV, I have no copy at all. By far the
mogt common is type V. Thie is8 Quite natural of course as this
type of postmark was used for more than twenty years. Jim has
given the earliest date of use for this type as '"9.AP.32". I have
however a copy with a clear earlier strike of '"23.MR.32".

In this connection I am wondering about another organisation, which
also used a special postmark. I am thinking about the Scldiers'
and Sailors' Institute in Alexandria.

The Seamen's Home was intended for c¢ivil merchant seamen. During
World War I there was also a special institute in Alexandria for
soldiers, and armed forces' sailors, appropriately called:
"Soldiers and Seilors Institute'. Like the Seamen's Home, thie
institute also used a postmark of its own. I do not know when
this postmark was first used, nor when this institute closed down,
as I have seen only one copy of this postmark, now in my
collection. This scarcity seems rather peculiar as there must
have been thousands of military men passing through this institute
and many of them mugt have sent letters and postcards to relatives
and friends at home.

Anyway, what I have to show isg a letter from Alexandria to
Guildford in Surrey. The letter was registered. It hears the
legend "On Active Service" but has at the same time been franked
with 14 mills in stamps. The stamps are cancelled with the
special postmark of the institute. The postmark has a diameter of
26 mm, and the date-bridge is 8 mm wide. In the upper segment
appearg the text: "Soldiers & Sailors" (curved) "Institute"
(straight). The bottom segment contains the name of the town
"Alexandria'. There is no Arabic text, evidently because of this
institute being a British organisation only. On the cover there
is also a gummed registration label containing the printed text:
"R. ALEXANDRIE / No. 725". Obliquely across this label has been
gstruck a handstamp: "S. & S. INSTITUTE".

I enclose a photostat of this letter, here cut down to illustrate
only the stamps and the registration label, also a rough drawing of
the postmark. Unfortunately the photostat of the cover is very
dark, the cover being made of a very coarse, rough paper, evidently
"war quality".

In this connection I want to raise qQuestions about this institute
and its postmarks. Where was the institute situated ? What was
the period of use of this postmark ? Where there other postmarks
in uge at this inestitute at different times ? - I presume the
angwer to the last qQuestion is "no'".

/ continued o @



238

The Soldiers' & Sailors' Institute - continued
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RLEXANDRI
Editor: (1) Jim Benians' article on The Seamen's Home deserves
fresh attention. It occupies pages 119 to 128 in the issue

identified above, which is Whole Series number 121, for March 1982.

(2) Let us all have a fresh look at our WW1l covers -
and at contemporary loose stamps ? - and try to find more examples
of this very rare item. Could some covers from the Soldiers' &

Sailors' Institute be in collections, confused with the Seamen's
Home 2

(3) In a covering letter to me, Lars mentions that:
"Peter Smith has just visited us and he had of course to look at
various items in my collection'. Amongst other things he became

interested in a cover with postmarks from the "Soldiers & Sailors
Institute™ in Alexandria, and he suggested that this cover should
be recorded in The QC. Grateful thanks to ESC President Peter
Smith, and to Lars Alund for his report.

High Noomn ! - Indicating Mid-day Posting
4 - Dennis H Clarke (ESC 165)

Mr Clarke considers that the Egyptian Post Office employed a unigue
method of indicating the midday collection. The point in the day
when it was neither a.m. nor p.m., but on the meridian of noon, was
indicated by "turning'" the figures in the dateline, he considers.

Mr Clarke's earliest example appears as 13.1.08 12-% gtruck on a
loose 1908 U4-mills; the latest use is on an Air Letter Sheet,
appearing as 6 SE 46 12-%%, ( NOTE: the single asterisk ¥ here
means that the meridian indicium is a horizontal block, *¥ means a
vertical bloeck).

Mr Clarke has never seen any reference to this practice in any
article; neither has he heard of any other country having a
distinguishing feature for noon.

(Please see 1llustrations on next page - some of the
distinguishing marks appear square - Editor].
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Hotels= _ N e s aSrnndad OoOl1lLAa

- by Mr Lucien S Toutounji (ESC 264)

I have noted that there will be a meeting in September this year to
discuss Hotel cancellations and wish to make a contribution based
on my experience.

1. The modern Hotel cancellationg are the rarest as they ran for
Just a few years, while the Shepheard, Savoy, Cataract, ete., were
available for a very long time.

2. The scarcest of all is the "Cairo Sheraton Hotel'. It is
probably the scarcest of any Hotel Cancellation of Egypt, old or
new. Reproduced is the corresponding stamp issued in 1970 which I
had cancelled while paseing through Cairo [ but not at the Sheraton 2
- Editor ] on 24th September 1971. This stamp depicts the Sheraton
Hotel on the right, with the o0ld Mena House Hotel, against a
background of the Pyramids, on the left. The Post Office, which
has long been closed, was located in the lobby of the hotel, to the
right of the main entrance, where the American Express office is now
located. [ Editor: gee The QC Vol.X No. 5 pp 114+ for First Day
"special"™ cancel and later "ordinary'" cancel ].

3. "Heliopolie Palace" - this is very seldom seen.
4. As will be noted from the photocopies there are two '"Nile
Hilton" cancellations ! On the opening of this hotel, on 22nd

February 1959, the English inscription on the date-stamp is8 seen to

be : -
HILTON NILE HOTEL POST OFFICE

This was changed a few days later to :-
NILE- HILTON POST OFFICE

- aB can be seen on the post-card date-stamped 10.3.59. The
Arabic text on the datestamp was correct from the start! [ Editor:
there appears to be a hyphen after "Nile" in the altered version,
with a space between the hyphen and the next word ].

5. Of the older Hotel postmarks, the more difficult ones to find
on cover are Gezireh., Semiramis and Mena House. A copy is
provided of "PYRAMIDS / MENA HOUSE" dated 27 III 93 Ti on
Egyptian postal stationery letter-envelope sent to England.

Doeg any one know the opening and closing dates of Hotel Post
Offices ? Is there a catalogue ?

Editor: Hotel Posgt Offices (now part of the ESC study entitled
"Proprietary Post Offices'") were one of the many fields of
specialisation of the late Jim Benians. He stimulated members to
contribute their data and, with earlier members' work, published a
two-part article (QC Vol. IX Nos. 7/8, Sept+Dec 1977 and Vol. X No.
2, June 1978), with later updating reports in volumes X, XI and
XII. Hotel cancellations are among the many attractive by-ways
of Egypt collecting.
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"PYRAMIDS / MENA HOUSE" B ""."'" .
cancel on P.S. letter '
to England

U LN KGR

Cl.(mted Arab Cerubl(c

"Hilton - Nile
HOTEL"

First Day Cover

CAIRO, EGYPT ¢ UNITED ARAB REPUBLIC
“JEWEL OF EGYPT"—in a setting of modern
luxury overlooking the ancient Pyramids. 400
air-conditioned rooms, all with terraces.
Fabulous restaurants including the Starlight
Roof for romantic outdoor dining, dancing.

"Nile - Hilton"

1970 Stamp depicting
CAIRQO SHERATON
and
MENA HOUSE HOTEL

A HILTON HCTEL
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IMPERIAL AIRWAYS IN EGYPT e

- data from an unexpected source - Mr John Sears (ESC 188)

- Extracts from the Company's House Magazine of 1934

Jan 3rd Alexandria - On Wednesday, December 19th (1933)
all the flying boats owned by the Company were at
Alexandria. The "City of Stonehaven", which is being
overhauled, and the "City of Swanage" were ashore
close to the hangar. "Satyrus" was on the slipway,
having arrived the previous evening from Corfu. The
"City of Khartoum" was drawn up on a beaching chassis
alongside "Satyrus', and at the mooring buoys were the
"City of Alexandria" newly arrived from Assouan with
Christmas mails, and "Sylvanus" and "Scipio", ready
to operate the duplicated northbound service.
It is beleived that this is the first occasion
on which all seven of these aircraft have been at one
station at one time.

Assouan - A special flat for the accommodation of
staff at Assouan has been completed, and is already
in use. It is intended that the wireless operator
and steward on the northbound services shall be
accommodated in this Staff Flat, in addition to the
resident staff at Assouan.

Jan 17th Alexandria - The road leading to the airport at Alexandria
via the Mehella Gate, which was for some time in a very
bad condition, has now been made up into a first class
road. Several dilapidated buildings, which stood at the
side of the road, have been pulled down and replaced
by garages for the Royal cars.

As a result of a gale, the sea bed on which the slipway
rests was disturbed, with the result that the starboard
side of the slipway dropped somewhat. Attempts to

level it by digging the ground away on the port side in
order to lower it to the level of the starboard side were
not satisfactory. The slipway will, therefore, have

to be floated and the sea bed levelled., It is

estimated that this work will occupy about 14 days.

Mar 14th Cairo - The air mail handled in Cairo is now increasing
rapidly, especially that carried by the India and
Eastern services. Reports from Cairo state that this
increase has been very noticeable in the past month,
and although some of it is due, no doubt, to the
extension of the service to Singapore, there are
indications that an increasing use is being made of the
air mailfacilities on all sections of our routes.

Mar 21st Assouan - The work of filling up the depression in the
north west corner of Assouan Aerodrome has commenced.
The material for filling this depression is being
taken from another part of the aerodrome which is
rather high. 30 natives are also at work diverting
the road, which runs right across the aerodrome,
The road is to be diverted to the eastern side and will,
whenn re-constructed, run about 50 yards east of the
actual boundary of the Aerodrome.
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Extracts from the Company's House Magazine of 1934 - cont'd.

Mar 28th Assouan - The road which formerly ran across the
Aerodrome has now been diverted. At present a certain
number of vehicles still fail to follow the nrw road,
as this edged only with a sand ridge and small stones.
It is intended, however, to reinforce the edge of the
road with rocks and where this has already been done it
it is having the required effect of keeping the
vehicles to the road.

Apl 4th Cairo - On Sunday, April 1st, one of the worst
Khamsin storms which have been experienced for many
years raged throughout the day. A continuous watch
was kept on all aircraft at Cairo, and this was
successful in pgeventing damage by the storm to any of
the aircraft. Several pieces of pk nt however, were
blown over before they could be removed.
A message from Cairo states that the Egyptian Post
Office hope to introduce the 10 gramme letter weight
for air mails into (?) Egypt before the end of April.

Apl 25th Cairo - The firts regualr service to make a night
landing at Cairo arrived according to the new schedule
on April 16th, and the service left Cairo again on the
17th, reaching Brindisi the same day.

The night flying of the flying boats on the Nile,
necessitated by the accelerated schedules, attract a
considerable number of spectators who line the banks of
the River. The lighting arrangements provided for the
actual alighting and for the disembarkation of
passengers and freight have proved quite satisfactory,
both from the pilots' and traffic staff's points of view.

May 9th Cairo - The Egyptian Postmaster General has agreed to
introduce a 10 gramme air mail rate as from May 1st.
1934, The new rates will, therefore be as follows :=-

1st 10 gms Each addn 10 gms

Great Britain 15 m 13 m
British Dominions &

Colonies 15 m 13 m
All other countries
in Europe 20 m 13 m

Special air mail leaflets have been printed which will
be given wide circulation and it is fully expected
that the quantity of air mail ex Cairo and Alexandria
will be increased considerably.

(Note - these are not Air Mail surcharges, but the

full rate. They  were only applicable until 31st
August, 1934, the rates then reverted to the basic
surface charge plus Air Mail surchage, i.e. 15 m plus
13 m for the first two types of destination, and 20 m
plus 13 m for the third. This was not reported in this
House Magazine)
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IMPERIAL AIRWAYS IN EGYPT

Extracts from the Company's House Magazine of 1934 - cont'd

May 9th Alexandria - On the completion of the Khedivial Mail
buildings the existing gate to the air port will be
closed, and a new gate made at the north west corner
of our area.

May 16th Luxor - From now on Luxor will be used, southbound
as an alternative refuelling halt to Assouan and Assiut,
northbound as a night stop instead of Assouan. The calls
at Assiut and Assouan will be omitted except when it is
necessary to refuel, and the day's flight will be
reduced by approximately 1% hours.

May 16th Cairo - A Public Telephone box has now been installed
in the Passengers' Waiting Room at Cairo.
Permission has been obtained from the Postmaster
General in Egypt to advertise the new air mail rates
by supplying special notices to be exhibited in all
Post Offices and also to be displayed upon the Postal
vans in Bgypt.

Jun 13th Alexandria - There is a big demand in Alexandria for
blue air mail labels. A consignment of envelopes over
printed "By Air Mail" has been received in Alexandria,
and the envelopes are being distributed to Hotels and
business houses.

Jun 13th Luxor - Additional comforts are being provided at the
Hotel in Luxor (the Luxor Hotel) for passengers who
spend the night at that station. A number of fans have
been dispatched to Luxor fxom Assuan and Cairo in order
that every passengers's room may be equipped with a
fan during the hot season. To enable a supply of cool
drinking water to be available at all hours during the
night, vacuum flasks have been provided for each
passenger, into which specially cooled water is placed
before they retire for the night.

Great interest is shown at Luxor on every occasion that
air liners arrive or depart from the aerodeome.

Jun 27th Luxor - A new wind stocking, which was delivered by a
flight of three R.A.F. aircraft which landed at Luxor
recently, has been erected on the edge of the aerodrome.

Jul 4th Luxor - The new night stop at Luxor is proving very
popular with passengers, who talke advantage of the
opportunity to see the Valley of the Kings, and the
Temples of Luxor and Karnak. Certain incidental
expenses arise in connection with such sight seeing
tours, and the Imperial Airways system of currency
coupons is proving extremely popular in this connection.

Jul 18th Alexandria - The lay out of the moorings at “*lexandria
has been re-arranged. This will give more room for
flying boats approaching the inner mooring for
re-fuelling.

The installation of a wireless direction finding
apparatus at the air port was completed early this
month, and tests are now being carried out between
aircraft in flight and the new Direction Finder.
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IMPERTAL AIRWAYS IN EGYPT

Extracts

Sep 12th

Sep 19th

.Oct 3rd

Nov 7th

Nov 21st

from the Company's House Magazine of 1934 = cont'd.

Alexandria - Owing to the exceptional flooding of the
Nile the service between Alexandria and Cairo is being
temporarily operated with Hannibal class aircraft
instead of the Scipio flying boats, the changeover to
flying boats being made at Alexandria instead of at
Cairo. The flooding of the Nile is greater this year
than at any period since 1887, and inundations are
reported from many plkaces. The current is steadily
increasing, until it is now flowing at over 8 miles

an hour,

Alexandria - The Aerodrome Authorities at Dekheila now
permit us to draw our aircraft up near the Club House.
This facility is much appreciated by passengers, who
are able to sit in comfort on the verandah during the
time needed for Customs and Passport formalities.

A fllodlight is being installed on the roof of the
passengers' Waiting Room to facilitate the work of
dealing with passenegrs and load when a service arrives
aftér dark.

Cairo - The appearance of the Company's offices at
Heliopolis hasbeen greatlg improved by the laying out
of gardens. Work by the “tation Superintendent, aided
by the Koyal Air Force Camp gardener, has been rewarded
by a pleasing and colourful display. An attempt was also
made to plant grass for borders from the Gezhira
Sporting Club, but owing to the prescence of salt in
the underlying sand, the grass did not progress. The
sand has been replaced by soil and better results are
now being obtained.

The cool weather has now set in and the managers of the
local hotels are anticipating a record tourist season
in Cairo, and are making preparations to ensure a
successful winter. Shepheards Hotel will be opening
for the season on November 15th.

Cairo - With the arrival of Service A.S. 191 at Cairo,
Imperial Airways resumed alighting on the ‘Nile. The
special type offloating flares used on the Nile hawe
been reconditioned, and night operations were carried out.
Reconstruction of the outer Traffic Office is about to
take ptace. This will make for greater comfort of
passen gers, as it will allow the lounge to be enlarged.
The Passport and Customs Officials will be better placed
so that a quicker and more efficient service will be
given.

The approach to Imperial Airways office has been much
improved by the lining of the roads with a special kind
of dark red sand, which gives a most attractive
appearance.

Luxor - Two hours rain in the morning and an hour in

the evening at Luxor on November 6th. gave the town the
appearance of a small European city in winter time

rather than an Egyptian tourist centre. The native huts
are constructed of mud, and, fearing the destruction of
their homes, crowds of natives were running in the streets
shouting prayers for a cessation of rain.
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IMPERIAL AIRWAYS IN EGYPT

Extracts from the Company's House Magazine of 1934 - cont'd

Nov 28th Luxor - While the aircraft refuels on sou.thbound
services, passengers assemble on the rest house
balcony. At the time the aircraft arrives at Luxor
on this service, the sun has already had time to
heat up, and so a matting awning has been constructed
to hang down in front of the balcony.

The road to the aerodrome is gradually deteémiorating.
It is now so bad that it is practically impossible

for our taxis to travel at more than 10 miles per
hour. The Station Officer has approached the Mamur of
Luxor, who has agreed to have the road levelled by a
squad of convicts.

Dec 12th Luxor - The Winter Pal ace Hotel has opened for the season
and our passengers will, in future, be accommadated
at this hotel instead of at the Luxor Hotel.

Dec 19th Luxor - Mr Badrutt of the Winter Palace Hotel has
kindly consented to allow Imperial Airways to use
the counter in the main hall of the Winter Palace
Hotel. This was formerly the Post Office and cloakroom.
In consequence the room used in the Luxor Hotel for
an office has been vacated. Extra supplies of
publicity matter have been received from Cairo for the
attractive adornment of the counter.
Passengers on a recent northbound service expressed a
desire to see Karnak on Monday morning before the
departure of the service for Cairo. The departure of
the passenger cars from the hotel was therefore
arranged for a quarter of an hour earlier than usual,
and this enabled the passengers to circle Karnak Temple
before proceeding to the air port.

[Mr Sears' extracts from Imperial Airways' House Magazine for
for the year 1935 will appear in a next issue of The QC - Editorl].

Contact Wanted

Any member who is starting a study of Suez Postal History circa
1879-1900, has studied it, or contemplates doing so - pPlease
contact Mr Peter Bottrill, Grange Farm, Church Street, Brierley,
Near Barnsley S72 9HT.



