






















































































THE 10 MILLS POSTAL CARD OF 1930.... PROOF OF ITS EXISTENCE

By Charles F. Hass

On pages #88-89 of Q.C. #145-146 (March/June, 1988), the report
of the E.S.C. meeting of 7 May, 1988, at which the subject of
discussion was the postal cards of Egypt, mentions that "Again
no proof came to light on the 1930 (number 30) 7mm instead of
20mm on the inscription (10 mills carmine).". This sentence
contains a transposition of the two measurements, as it is the
1930 card that is listed as having a 20mm Arabic inscription,

as opposed to 7mm in the case of its predecessor of 1923 (number

277)
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The two types of the 10 mills postal card (exact size).
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THE 10 MILLS POSTAL CARD OF 1930 - C F Hass - continued

I have always treated the 1930 card as a possible error in the listings, as I
had never seen an example of it in all of the years that I have actively
collected the postal stationery of Egypt. I have 1indeed seen numerous
examples of card No. 27, which is found in two radically different shades
(carmine and lake). On all of these, the Arabic inscription at upper left
measures 6.5mm (not 7mm as stated in H & G). The earliest carmine card that I
have seen used is dated 3 Feb. 1924. The lake card seems to be from later
printings, and my sole example is dated 4 Mar. 1932.

As a strange coincidence, almost at the precise time of the aforementioned
Circle meeting, I found, among a few pieces of stationery sent to me on
approval by an American dealer, a pristine, mint example of the fabled 1930
card ! To say that I was pleased is quite understating the reaction that I
experienced at the discovery !

The 1930 card (if that is an accurate date of issue) is like the 1923 card only
in the design of the 10 mills stamp vignette that they each bear. All other
components of the inscriptions, and even the dotted rules for the address, are
totally different. The Arabic inscription (stated to be 20mm in H & G) 1is
actually about 14.5mm. The color is a very deep lake.

There is little question, at this point, of the rarity of the 1930 card. Why
is 1is so scarce is a mystery. It is also very strange that it is priced at
much less in H & G than the more common 1923 card ! The illustrations that I
have made of the two cards will show clearly the differences between them.
I'd be happy to hear from anyone else who has an example of the 1930 card, and
I hope that someone will be able to provide me with photocopies and dates of
usage of any used examples that might surface.

from the Editor . . .

It was decided that the celebrations of London's International Stamp Exhibition
should include a double-size issue of The QC. Circle Members have responded
splendidly to demands on them to produce material for this. The London 1980
Exhibition was the impetus for a double-size QC in that year and now, as then,
the material submitted is of a high quality. We have also used this occasion
to bring the physical presentation of The QC up to a more modern standard. This
includes printing on both sides of the paper, producing a more professional
product and costing less in paper and in postage for the same content. We
shall use litho printing, instead of xerography, for the illustration pages at
a very good cost saving, but some illustrations may suffer. One important
aspect of the change away from xerography for printing is that permanence 1is
much increased with the use of liquid ink. Circle Member Ken Davis FRPS,L, is
the driving force in our printing: we owe him a great deal.

My thanks to the contributors and my apologies to those whose work has not been
found a place in this issue: their contributions will appear in later issues.
The best is yet to come ! Qur next QC will include subjects as important as
Professor Peter Smith's tabulation of relative scarcity factors of Egyptian
post marks of the Classic Period, and Lucien Toutounji's article on the new
special post for Tape Cassettes. This is aimed at Egyptian expatriate workers
abroad, and their families at home, and solves the problem of wide-spread
illiteracy - Rowland Hill's Penny Post did nothing for illiterates !
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RESPONSE to QUESTION TIME

Question Time 94 - Subject: GREEK RELIGIOQUS CACHET
Further response - by Mr Themis Dacos (ESC 220)

This Question Time item was raised by Mr P F Goodwin (ESC 297) in The Q.C. for
March/June Quarters 1988, Vol. xiii, Whole Nos. 145/6, page 107.

Mr Themis Dacos (ESC 220), first gave the substantial reply in The QC for the
December Quarter 1988, Vol. xiii, Whole No. 148 on page 160, relating this
cachet to St Catherine's Monastery on Mount Sinai, and reporting that mail is
actually posted from Gebel-el-Tor, 40 miles away on the Gulf of Suez.

Mr Dacos has written further on 22nd December 1989: "A few days ago I read an
article about St Catherine's Monastery in Sinai, written by Manolis Hadjidakis,
an eminent Greek archaeologist, director of two museums in Athens: the

Byzantine Museum and the Benaki Museum.
"I am translating the paragraph which refers to the dates in question:-

L On the big wood beams of the ribbed roof with the curved views,
long inscriptions can still be seen "for the salvation'" of Justinian
and "in memory" of Theodora, which means that the church was built
after the death of the Empress Theodora but before the death of
Justinian, i.e between 548 and 565. From the very many buildings
Justinian had built, the church of the Sinai Monastery is the most
well-preserved building up till now, second only to the Saint Sophia
in Constantinople. ]

"Therefore the dates now fit:-
In 529 - the foundation stone was laid.
In 565 - the building of the church was completed.

"The one-year difference, 565 to 566, should not be considered a serious one,
as this may be a matter of a few months only.

"The year 556 mentioned in the Encyclopoedia refers to the stronghold.
"I trust this answers the question.”

Editor: It certainly does answer the question ! Our grateful thanks to Mr
Themis Dacos for his perseverance in not only providing a complete answer to
the original question about the cachet, but in following up the apparent
problem with the date, and demonstrating much else of interest. Our thanks to
New Zealand member Peter F Goodwin also, for raising the question in the first
instance, which led to deeper questions which are now settled for us.

Question Time 105 - Subject: Royal Printing - Status ?
- Response by Mr T A Simpson (ESC 359)
(Question put by Mr P E Whetter (QC 152, Dec 1989)

I have a number of cards identical in every respect to the one illustrated. One
such card bears a copy of Egypt 1951 200m with "King of Egypt and The Sudan" in

black instead of red . . . the only question is the status of the overprints,
which in my opinion can only be colour trials (Proofs) or printings specially
prepared for the Royal Collection. Mr Whetter mentions the Royal Cartouche:

all my stamps with the exception of those with CANCELLED on the reverse bear
small square symbols in Arabic on the backs.
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ITALTAN SHIP CANCELLATIONS ON EGYPTIAN MAIL
by A John Revell (ESC 78)

Over the years various reports have appeared in The QC, by members of the Study
Circle, regarding the above ship cancellations.

This shows there is some interest in these markings: however, I have never
myself made any serious study of these ship cancellations.

Over the years I have managed to collect quite a number these items as and when
they became available. To enable those members who might want to go into this
study more thoroughly I enclose copies of every item in my collection for The
QC. I hope these will be of use to those interested and, at the same time, it
will put on record many cancellations that have not been reported before.

Further, if any Circle member intends to make a serious study of these ship
cancellations, etc., I do have a copy of the official history of the Lloyd
Triestino Co. (but it is written in Italian) entitled: Lloyd Triestino Societd
di Navigazione a Vapore, Note e Ricordi 1836-1920.

The book contains masses of information: History of the company, itineraries,
names of ships up to 1920, photographs of ships, interior views of ships,
photographs of Agency buildings, tonnage of vessels, maps of routes, names and
other material. Very helpful, provided you can read Italian !

Therefore if any members feel like seriously indulging in this study I am
willing to lend this book, but only to members residing in the U.K.

Editor: this is a most unselfish act ! It is the nature of collectors to be
highly competitive as against other collectors, but Mr John Revell has freely
given this material, in photocopy form, to all ESC members, 1in the hope that
one (or several) will take it up and perhaps build up his own collection of
material in this field. It is to be hoped that members will respond and that
eventually there will be a report for the QC. If you want to be the first to
borrow John Revell's book, on the terms above, you had better move fast !

John has given the QC photocopies of twenty-eight album sheets - one of text
and the rest showing covers, pieces and loose stamps. These will appear in
the QC but will have to be spread over a period of time. (If three or four
pages are included in each issue, it would take about two years to complete).

Sets of these copies are being produced and these will be available to members
on payment of a charge of £3.42 for the photocopying and UK 2nd class postage
for weight below 250g. It may be possible to arrange for sets to be available
at London meetings at a charge of £3. The price including airmail within
Europe is £4.20; the price including surface mail to elsewhere than Europe is
also &£.4.20. Payment should be by cheque drawn on a London bank, payable to
EGYPT STUDY CIRCLE please ! - not in stamps or foreign banknotes.

"STAMPEX" October 1989

Mr Leon Balian (ESC 251) entered his collection: Egypt, the Third Issue, and
was awarded a Small Silver-Gilt Medal. This was a well-presented exhibit and
was thoroughly deserving of the award [JS].
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A J Revell collection
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NOTE: the Editor has given the various
ship names, featured in the postmarks, a
Type Number. This is on the arbitrary
basis of sequence of Mr John Revell's album
sheets. It will, at least, assist members
interested in this study when referring to
the marks. There are 24 different types
in this collection.
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Editor: the Italian Christian name above
is normally spelled: GIUSEPPE (= Joseph).

Perhaps the spelling with a final "i" is a
misreading of the weak postmark.
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TJOURNAIL., OFFICIEL s 1929 - cecontinued
from previcus QC

Extracts by J M Murphy (ESC 240)

19029 — 1~

(Apr 8 Continued)

Apr 11

Correspondence of all categories. ordinary and registered, will be
accepted for transmission by this route up to Great Britain; for
destinations beyond Great Britain they will be conveyed from London by the
actual ordinary means of communication.

The special charge for air conveyance from Alexandria to London in
addition to the ordinary postage is 17mills per 20gm or fraction thereof.

The last day and hour for posting such air correspondence are as
follows: Cairo Central Office, Tuesday, ordinary correspondence 9.50pm,
registered 8pm; Port Said Central Office, Tuesday, 5.30pm and 4.30pm;
Alexandria Central Office, Wednesday, llam and 1l0Oam.

Correspondence should bear a label "by aircraft" or "par avion"
obtainable from the Post Office. In default, they should be marked in
red ink "by aircraft".

Post Office No 2 S established from Apr 1 at E1l Gharak (Fayoum)
and admitted to all services except Specie, Insured Letters and Insured
Parcels. Also admitted to Savings Bank service.

(32,3): Areas removed from Moassaret Sawi (Sinnouris) to form a new

Apr 15

village, Kafr Mahfouz.

(32,4): Areas removed from Zawiyet Abou Choucha, Denchai and Qamha
(Dilingat) to form new village, El Boustan.

(33,7): Announcement of UPU overseas postal traffic census May 1-28

May 27

inclusive; hence mails will close an hour earlier for counting.

(47,3): Ministry of Finance Notice 28 of 1929 removing areas from

May 30

Nificha (Zagazig) in order to form new combined village of Serapeum
with Fayid.

(48 Special): Announcement that Fuad left for Europe on the Ausonia

at 3pm on Thursday May 30.

Jun 3 (49,4): Giza Branch PO can now accept insured items and parcels up to LE 20.

Jun. 13

The Postmaster General has the honour to inform the public that
Mahgar el Tor temporary Post Office has been opened with effect from
May 24, as usual during the pilgrimage season.

Post Office to be opened at Delga (Assiut) on June 3 open to all
services except specie, insured services, telegraphic money orders,
British postal orders and reply coupons.

(53,9): Areas of Maragha (Souhag) detached to form village of Agsas.

Jun 17

(54,8): Ministry of Finance Circular 13-1929 drawing attention to a

Jun 24

certain slackness in the cancellation of stamped paper or stamps attached
to papers presented as petitions, and prohibiting the habit of cancelling
them with a trivial pencil mark, which has led to these "cancellations"
being removed and the papers or stamps being reused.

(56,5-6): Notice of imposition of a local tax in Abnoub on postal parcels,

both incoming and outgoing, to the amount of 25 per cent of the postage
rate with a minimum 10 milliemes per item, to be collected by the local
council [not clear precisely who pays, or how].

(56,9): Village Nazlet es Semman [at foot of Pyramids] detached from
El Kom el Akhdar [on south side of Pyramids Road].
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EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OFFICIEL = continued

1929 — ~

Jun 27 (57,3): Post Office opened at Bani Bekhit (Beni Suef-Lahun railway line),
opened to ordinary and registered correspondence and ordinary parcels.

Zagazig admitted to Express Delivery service.

Jun 27 (57,10): Ministry of Finance Survey Department contracts awarded for
paper for map printing and land registration for 1929-30 include:
Messrs John Dickinson and Co, Cairo, L.E.2504.450; Messrs Albert E.
Mallandain, London, L.E.1842.500; Mr I.E.Nacamuli, Cairo, L.E.174.

Jul 8 (60,4): Post Office to be opened July 12 at Edendan (Nile Line Shellal-Halfa)
admitted to all services except specie, outgoing insured mails, telegraphic
money orders, British postal orders and reply coupons.

Jul 11 (61,1): Village of Chelma (Kafr el Cheikh) divided into three - Chelma,
Minchet Abbas and Manchiet Aqgl.

(61,4): New hours for the posting of Air Mail correspondence: The
Postmaster General has the honour to inform the public that according
to arrangements made with the Imperial Airways Co, the latest time for
posting of correspondence destined for conveyance by the Alexandria-
-London and Alexandria-Karachi Air Lines, has now been fixed as follows,
every Wednesday:

Alexandria Central PO: ordinary correspondence, noon; registered
11.30am. Cairo Central PO, correspondence addressed to Great Britain and
beyond Great Britain, ordinary 8.30am, registered 8am; correspondence for
Iraq, Persia and India, ordinary lO0am, registered 9.30am.

As regards other localities in Egypt, correspondence should be
posted in sufficient previous time so as to reach Alexandria or Cairo
Central Post Offices before the above hours.

Jul 22 (64,4): Bani Hemaid (Esna) becomes Al Nougouaa Kebli; Leska (Hehia)
becomes Al Rahmanieh; Mit el Nassarah (Dekernes) becomes Miniet el Nasr.

(64,15): Survey of Egypt contract for aluminium and zinc litho printing
plates awarded to Messrs W.R.Nicholson Ltd, London, for L.E.535.500.

Jul 25 (65,7): Turkey gives notice that correspondence addressed to "localities
in Turkey ... with the country of destination being mentioned as Armenia,
Greece, Asia Minor, etc" will no longer be accepted.

(65,8): Ministry of Finance Central Stationery Stores, Cairo, tender for
paper and gum required by the Government Press for the manufacture of
envelopes (returnable Oct 14).

Jul 29 (66,4): Ministry of War and Marine Decrees allowing the Palestine Police
to enter Sinai to arrest fugitives from Palestine.

Aug 5 (68,4): Guerema (Tantah) becomes Manchet el Guenedy.
Aug 8 (69,3): Kharaba (Manzalah) becomes Manchiet el Tahiri.

(69,10): The Postmaster General has the honour to inform the public that
the import of jewellery, precious stones and articles of gold and silver,
inside registered letters, is absolutely prohibited even when the letters
bear the green label which is usually affixed to letters containing dutiable
articles.
Any letter found to contain such articles will be immediately returned

to the origin [sic].

Aug 15 (71,1): Name changes - Kherbetuama (Zagazig) to Gafarieh; Mit Gihesh to E1
Elwien; Karka (Minet el Kamh) to El1 Mohammadieh; Chello (Hehia) to El Riad;
Tahra el Ora (Zagazig) to El Tahireh; E1 Mahroukeh (Bilbeis) to El Saadieh.
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Aug 15

EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OFFICIEL = continued

1929 — 4

(71,4): The Postmaster General has the honour to inform the public that

Aug 22

owing to the existence of several branch Post Offices in Cairo and
Alexandria, senders who would desire to have their parcels delivered at
one of the branch Offices, are required to indicate the name of the
Office concerned on both the despatch note and the parcel (without
mentioning Cairo or Alexandria) with a view to avoiding any delay in
delivery. For example, should a sender be willing to have the parcel
delivered at Faggala PO, it will be necessary to indicate the destination
Faggala on both the parcel and the despatch note without adding the word
"Cairo" which may lead to misunderstanding.

(73,6) : Mit Aly Post Office (Dakahlia) will be raised to No 2 from August

Aug 26

16, with the following services - ordinary and registered correspondence,
ordinary and COD parcels, collection orders, inland and international
ordinary money orders, Savings Bank, inland postal orders, payment of
British postal orders.

(74,3) : Bani Ahmed Class 2 PO (Minya) opened from Aug 22.

Sept 9

(78,4) : Indian postal authorities say that neither they nor Indian Customs

will accept responsibility for damage to parcels containing plants during
their opening, fumigating or repacking.

GPO notice - this Administration has observed that members of the
public present airmail correspondence to the Imperial Airways Office at
Ras el Tin.

As this Company is not allowed to accept any correspondence, the
Postmaster General draws the attention of the public to the fact that
such items should be posted at the Central PO up to noon on Wednesdays.

Sept 16 (80,5): Village E1 Hema detached from Tema (Tahta), Sept 10.

(80,7): The postal aircraft of the Imperial Airways which took fire at
Jask was carrying the air mail despatched from Egypt on Wednesday,
September 4, 1929, and addressed to India. The above mail appears to
have been destroyed by fire.

Sept 19 (81,11-12): Villages Nazzat el Haguer, Nazzat el Mehazzamine and Nougou

el Bouse detached from Nazza (Tahta), Sept 5.

Village Saft Meidoum (Wasta) divided into Saft el Charkiya and Saft el
Gharbiya (Sept 12).

El Tawadir formed from villages Bardis and E1 Cheikh Marzoug (Balyana) ;
El Assakra detached from Bardis (Sept 14).

Sept 23 (82,3): GPO advises that registered correspondence must carry a return

address, or it will be sent to the Dead Letter Office.

Oct 5 (87 Special): New Cabinet formed under Adly Yeghen Pacha after resignation

of Mohamed Mahmoud Pacha on Oct 2. Abdel Rahim Sabry Pacha named as new
Minister of Communications (Oct 4).

Oct 7 (89,5): To counter arrival of valuable articles by sample post, Egypt

gives notice that in future such correspondence, unless provided with
green labels and prepaid at letter rate, will be treated as insufficiently

prepaid and delivered at double the deficiency due rather than returning
the item.
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EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OFFICIEL - continued

1929 — NFAEL

Oct 7 (89,5): On the Anniversary of the King's Accession - Wednesday, October
9 - all Post Offices will observe Sunday hours.

The Postmaster General has the honour to inform the public that in
confirmation of a recent arrangement with the British Post Office, the
rates of postage on parcels originating in Egypt and addressed to Great
Britain will be modified as follows with effect from the 6th inst:

100mills for parcels up to 1lkg; 160 mills for parcels exceeding lkg
up to 3kg; 220 mills for parcels exceeding 3kg up to 5kg.

Contracts for GPO clothing awarded as follows: winter uniforms,
The Clothing and Equipment Co of Egypt, Cairo, LE 4802.290; rubber
cloaks, winter trousers and leggings, Messrs Levy, Raiss and Co, Cairo,
LE 669.550; tarbouches, Mohamed Effendi Ahmed el Barawi, Alexandria, LE206.

Oct 31 (96,3): The Postmaster General regrets to inform the public that according
to a notification from the Imperial Airways Ltd, the Westbound mails which
left Alexandria on the City of Rome on Wednesday the 23rd of October, 1929,
have been lost.

The mails to which the Imperial Airways refer contained air
correspondence posted at Cairo Central PO up to 8.30am on Wednesday 23
October, Alexandria Central PO up to noon on 23 October, at Port Said
Central PO up to 5.30pm on Tuesday 22 October, and in the other localities
in time to connect with the abovementioned despatches.

Nov 14 (101,2): Tizmant el Zawaya (Beni Suef) divided into Tizmant el Gharbieh
and Tizmant el Charkieh; Aulad Ali detached from Aulad Ilew (Baliana).

(101,4): The Postmaster General has the honour to inform the public that
effective November 15, 1929, air mail for England and beyond will leave
Alexandria weekly on Friday morning instead of Wednesday and will arrive
in London on Tuesday at 3pm.

The latest hours for posting correspondence for the abovementioned
destinations by the above route will therefore be as follows: At Alex
Central Office, Thursday up to 10pm; Cairo Central Office, Thursday up
to 9.50pm; Port Said Central Office, Thursday up to 5.30pm; and in all
other offices to connect with the above hours.

It is to be noted that the above line will follow an air route over
Central Europe, instead of the present schedule.

Nov 28 (105,2): El Nisserat detached from village Awlad Selim (Baliana).

(105,5): The Postmaster General has the honour to inform the public that
with effect from December 6, 1929, Air Mail correspondence addressed to
Crete, Greece and in transit by this country, in addition to that destined
for Great Britain and beyond, will be accepted for despatch by the
Alexandria-London air route. These correspondences will reach destinations
as follows: Crete, on Friday at 4.15pm; Athens on Saturday at 11.45am;
London, on Tuesday at 3pm.

The surcharge for transmission of Air Mail matter for the countries
mentioned hereunder have been fixed as follows, effective December 1 1929:
For Crete, 6mills per 20gm or fraction thereof; for Greece and in transit
up to Athens, 1Omills per 20gm of fraction; for Great Britain and in
transit up to London, 13mills per 20gm or fraction; for Iraq up to Baghdad
and Basrah, 12mills per 20gm or fraction; for Persia, directly to Abouchire,
Jask and Lingeh, 20mills per 20gm or fraction; for India up to Karachi,
25mills per 20gm or fraction
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Dec 12

EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OFFICIEL = continued

1929 — ~wdii4d

(110,2): The Postmaster General has the honour to direct attention to the

Dec 23

fact that certain members of the public continue to insert letters in the
boxes specially erected in the pricipal streets of Cairo and Alexandria
for the posting of printed matter and samples.
As already published in the press, letters deposited in the said
boxes are liable to damage under the weight of the voluminous items inserted
therein. They may even be lost if they happen to slide within the folds of
certain printed matter.
On the other hand, letters inserted in the above boxes may sustain a
serious delay in transmission, as the number of the daily clearances of
the printed matter boxes is inferior to that of the ordinary letter boxes.
It is therefore in the interest of the senders to abstain from posting
letters in the printed matter boxes and Managers of Banks and insurance
firms are kindly requested to give instructions to this effect to their
personnel entrusted with the despatch of correspondence.

On advice from Turkey, the GPO advises that mail must be addressed
to "Stamboul", since this is the town's official denomination. Turkey has
warned that it will refuse all correspondence bearing the name
"Constantinople" as destination.

(113,4) : The Postmaster General has the honour to draw the attention of

Dec 30

subscribers to private PO boxes to the following clauses of Ministerial
Notice No 2 of February 4 1929:-

"Subscription is renewed for a whole year in case the holder pays
the amount of the annual subscription fifteen days before the expiry of
the current period. In the event that no payment is effected in the
abovementioned delay, the Administration will have the right, without
previous notice, to prevent the holder from utilizing the specific box at
the expiration of the subscription in course. In this case his
correspondence would be delivered by the ordinary means.

"Should the holder afterwards ask for the renewal of his subscription
to the same box and in case his request is accepted by the Administration,
he will have to pay the amount of subscription due for the whole year with
effect from the date of expiry of the preceding subscription".

The Postmaster General has the honour to inform the public that on
the inauguration of the International Congress for Literature and the Arts
which will be held in Cairo, it has been decided to open a temporary PO
No 2 at the building of the Royal Society of Political Economy, Legislation
and Statistics, 16 Shareh Malaka Nazli, Cairo, with effect from December
22, 1929, up to December 28 inclusively.

The above Office will be admitted to ordinary and registered corr-
espondence, ordinary and COD parcels, collection orders, inland and
international ordinary money orders, inland postal orders and payment of
British postal orders.

(115,8) : E1 Demokrat detached from El Mahamid (Esna); El Iragiya detached

from parts of the villages Awlad Salim and Awlad Toq Gharb (Baliana).




