


















































145

Letter from Ferdinand de Lesseps - continued

List of the ports of Europe and America Via the Via the Difference
Suez Canal Atlantic

Constantinople Leagues 1,800 6,100 4,300
Malta ¥ 2,062 5,800 3,738
Trieste " 2,349 5,960 3,620
Marseilles " 2,374 5,650 3,276
Cadiz " 2,224 5,200 2,976
Lisbon u 2,500 5,350 2,850
Bordeaux L 2,800 5,650 2,850
Le Havre u 2,824 5,800 2,976
London " 3,100 5,950 2,850
Liverpool " 3,050 5,900 2,850
Amsterdam n 3,100 5,950 2,850
Saint Petersburg " 3,700 6,550 2,850
New York i 3,761 6,200 2,439
New Orleans n 3,724 6,450 2,726
When confronted with the figures, the arguments to the contrary become

useless. It must be clear that all the nations of Europe, and the same for the
United States of America, are equally interested in the opening of the Suez
canal, and to know also of the properly rigorous and inviolable neutrality of
the passage.

Mohamed-Said has already understood that he does not have the means to
carry out the work which by the grandeur and utility of these results could

enter 1in parallel with what I would propose to him. For his reign what a
good title of glory ! For Egypt what an inexhaustible source of riches ! The
names of the sovereigns of Egypt who had raised the Pyramids, those useless
monuments of human pride, will rest ignored. The name of the Prince who

will open the great maritime canal of Suez will be celebrated from century to
century, up until the most remote posterity.

The pilgrimage to Mecca is assured at all times and becomes easy for all
Moslems, and an immense impulse is given to steam navigation, and to the
voyages of long duration; the countries which border on the Red Sea and the
Persian Gulf, the East cost of Africa; India, the kingdom of Siam; Cochin
China; Japan; the vast Chinese Empire which does not count less than 300
million inhabitants, the Philippine Islands, Australia, and that immense
archipelago which tends to carry itself the emigration from old Europe, bring
closer together the almost three thousand leagues from the basin of the
Mediterranean and from the north of Europe: such are the sudden and immediate
effects from the piercing of the isthmus of Suez.

/ continued 1
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Letter from Ferdinand de Lesseps - continued

It has been calculated that navigation by the Cape of Good Hope and Cape
Horn would support today an annual movement of 10 millions of tonnage, and
that, on the basis of one half only of this tonnage, the world's commerce
would realise a benefit of 500 million francs per year, in making the ships
pass by the Arabic Gulf (of Aden - Ed.). It is beyond doubt that the Suez
canal will give rise to a considerable increase in navigation; but in
calculating on three million tons only, it would produce another annual
product of thirty million francs by the collection of ten francs per ton (2).

Note (2) It would be right that one could abate this in proportion to the
increase in shipping.

In terminating this note, I believe I ought to call your Highness's
attention to the preparations which are being made at this moment in America
to establish immediately, between the [Atlantic] ocean and the Pacific sea,
large navigational routes, and the results which there would be for the
commerce of the world and therefore for the future of Turkey of the opening of
these new routes, if the isthmus which separates the Mediterranean from the
Red Sea and from the Indian Ocean should stay closed again for a long time to
commerce and navigation.

The fundamental difference which exists between the Isthmus of Panama and
the Isthmus of Suez is that the first, elevated and mountainous, would not
seem able to admit of a continuous maritime canal; whereas everything in the
second seems well disposed for this solution. It results in one being led to
adopt, for the American isthmus, a mixed route comprised of a canal and a
railway. Despite the poorer results, the estimated cost is well above what
would pay for the Suez Canal, where vessels of large dimensions would be able
to pass easily - and, if for the purpose of realising an imperfect solution,
the most interested nations have already replied to the first appeal, 1if the
conventions which would establish the neutrality of the American route are to
be accepted without difficulty, is it not a sign that the time to deal with
the question of the Isthmus of Suez has arrived ? Is it not necessary to
conclude in favour of this grand work, very important for the future of the
world, being henceforth sheltered from all opposition, and that the attempts
which there would be for a target will lead to the realisation that they will
be sustained by universal approval and by the active and energetic agreement
of the enlightened men of all countries ?

Camp Marea, le 15 Novembre 1854
signed - Ferd. de Lesseps. (transl. JAG)

Editor's notes.

Throughout the original six pages of handwriting, the abbreviation used for
'"Monsieur' is not the present-day ‘'M.!' but 'Mr.' - which is used here.

The "celebrated engineer" Stephenson (page 2) - could this have been
father (George - The 'Rocket') or son (Robert - Menai Bridge) ?

Mr Hooghuis' historical material will conclude in the next QC with copies
and translations of the "Firman" from the Viceroy and a commercial letter from
the French shipping line, les Services Maritimes des Messageries Nationales.
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C. E. H. Defriez

(all stamps are printed Rotogravure by Postal Printing House, A.R. Egypt, and
are without watermark unless noted otherwise)

Commemorative Stamps

Occasion

Date of Issue

SG 1718
Birth Centenary of
Jawaharlal Nehru

(Indian Statesman)

10 January 1989

SG 1719
30th Anniversary of the
inauguration of the Nile
Hilton Hotel

22nd February 1989

Designer Ibrahim el Tahtawi T. Mustafa and S. Abdel Aziz
Design Portrait of Nehru Nile Hilton Hotel
Denomination 5 piastres 5 piastres

Sheet 50 ( 10 x 5) 50 ( 5 x 10 )

Stamp dimensions 30 x 50 mm 50 x 30 mm

Perforation 13 13

Quantity printed

500,000 Lithographed

500,000 Lithographed

Supplementary Nehru was the first Prime The opening in 1959 was
Minister after Indian attended by the late President
Independence in 1942 Nasser and President Tito of
Yugoslavia
SG 1720 SG 1721
Occasion Inauguration of Second Restoration of TABA

Date of Issue

Stage of Cairo
Underground Railway

12th April 1989 *¥

15th March 1989

Designer S. El1 Badrawiy Mahmoud Roushdy

Design Route Map and Eagle and Map
Train leaving Tunnel

Denomination 5 piastres 5 piastres,

Sheet 42 (6 x 7) ?

Stamp dimensions 40 x 40 mm 4o x 40 mm

Perforation 13 13

Quantity printed

Supplementary

500,000 Lithographed

The Railway is the
first Underground

500,000 Lithographed

The Restoration represents
the accomplishment of Sinai

Metro in the Middle East. Territory Liberation

* SG quotes issue date as 14th March, but Bureau states issued during April,
confirmed by First Day Cover datestamp - C.BE.H.D.
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NEW

ISSUES

by

C. E. H. Defriez

(all stamps are printed Rotogravure by Postal Printing House, A.R. Egypt, and
are without watermark unless noted otherwise)

Date of Issue

Designer

Design

Denomination

Sheet

Stamp dimensions
Perforation
Stamp dimensions
Quantity printed

Supplementary

Date of Issue

Designer

Design

Denomination

Sheet

Stamp dimensions
Perforation
Stamp dimensions
Quantity printed

Supplementary

A IR
Numbers

MAIL
SG 1722 to SG 1727 dinclusive

STAMPS

SG 1722 SG 1723 SG 1724 SG 1725
1st April 1st April 1st October 1st April
1989 1989 1989 1989
I el Torky I el Torky I el Torky M Abdallah

Islamic Islamic Islamic Coptic
Wooden Lantern Lantern Carpet
Balcony
20 pi. 25 pis 35 pi. 45 pi.
- - - - Each: 50 ( 10 x5) R
-~ = = - Each: 26 x 43 mm. - - - -
B e e Each: 50 ( 10 x 5 ) - - - -
- - - - Each: 11 x 11.5 - - - -
- - - = = - 500,000 - - = = = -
NOTE: Numbers 1728 and 1729 have been left
for possible additions to the set.
SG 1726 SG 1726a SG 1727
1st April 1st January 1st October
1989 1990 1989
I el Torky I el Torky I el Torky
Plate with Plate with Plate with

Gazelle motif

50 pi.

NOTE:

Numbers

fluted edge

5

Each:
Each:
Each:
Each:

1728

5 pl.

50 (
26 x
50 (
™ %
500,0

and

Gazelle motif

60 pi.
10 x 5 ) P Tt
43 mm. - - - -
10 x 5 ) - e =
115 =y ey
00 S o
1729 have been left

for possible additions to the set.
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NEW ISSUES and THEIR SPECIAL CANCELS

Please refer to the DATA SHEETS for dimensions as not all illustrations are actual size
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Book Review - by Peter A S Smith (ESC 74)
HANDBOOK OF HOLY LAND PHILATELY

Vol. I: The Foreign Post Offices in Palestine 1840-1918
by Norman J Collins, FRPSL, and Leopold Dickstein M.D:
(English Revised Edition of the original work by Anton Steichele)
Published by World Philatelic Congress of Israel,
Holyland & Judaica Societies, 1438 W. Pratt, Chicago IL 60626, USA, 1990 (195 pp.)

This book qualifies for review in the Quarterly Circular because it includes a chapter on the
Egyptian Post, and it is only on this part of the book that I will concentrate.

This 1is a comprehensive book that shows the result of an enormous amount of effort and research.
It is embellished with illustrations of postmarks and covers on almost every page. When one
considers that writing a book on a specialised aspect of philately is always a labor of love, a
great effort without prospect of financial reward, one hesitates to criticize it 1in any way.
However, when there are serious errors, which can mislead collectors for many years when they are
present in a work that will be considered as an authoritative work of reference for a long time, it
is an obligation to point them out for the good of philately.

The chapter begins with discussion of "special free-of-postage seal labels", which are never
named by the usual term, interpostal seals. Two statements about them need correction. Their
function was not "to seal official mailings", but to seal postal service mailings; official mail of
other than Post 0ffice origin was franked in a different way. The statement that "they did have to
be devalued or cancelled with the dated postmark of the dispatch post office" is also incorrect.
Interpostal seals that have been used are at least as common without any cancellation as those with
one, and many of those that bear postmarks do not bear a date-stamp, but the dateless intaglio seal
type of postmark. Covers with postmarked interpostal seals are rarer than those with unpostmarked
ones.

A map of Sinai is shown on the first page of the chapter, and designates Kantara, el Ariche, Tor,
Hafir, and Port Taufiq, in addition to Jaffa, as locations with post offices administered by Egypt.
However, although Hafir is just inside the Sinai, the only post office known for it is a Turkish
one, using, of course, a Turkish postmark. The later text of the chapter does not describe any
kind of postmark, Turkish or Egyptian, for this office. The inclusion of Port Taufig as a post
office in Sinai (and thus in the Holy Land as defined implicitly in this book) is a real gaffe.
Even such a readily available source as the Encyclopaedia Brittanica shows its proper location
clearly, on the west bank of the Suez Canal, just south of Suez.

The chapter illustrates some postmarks of E1 Arish and Tor, but the coverage is quite incomplete.
Only two are illustrated for Tor, but several more are known, including ones inscribed ENCAMPMENT
TOR and GEBEL EL TOR.

The Egyptian post office at Jaffa is accorded the most thorough treatment. The postmark is
accurately shown, and the dates of the 16 known examples are listed, and the sole known cover is
illustrated. There 1is, however, a serious error in the discussion. The authors attempt to
explain the fact that most of the known examples are on 1-piaster stamps, and only three on 2-
piaster stamps, by the mistaken statement that "the letter rate was increased to 2 Pt from 1 Pt

after 15 February 1872". In fact, there was no change whatsoever in the letter rate; it was
always 1 Pt for port-to-port (e.g., Jaffa to Alexandria), and 2 Pt for inland destinations (e.g.
Jaffa to Cairo). The one known cover illustrates this fact. It is franked with a Turkish stamp

for carriage from Jerusalem to Jaffa, and was carried unfranked by the Egyptian service to Cairo.
It was accordingly marked "A" in manuscript, to indicate 4 Pt postage due (double the normal
postage).

The authors point out the sometimes confusing fact that there exists more than only location
named "Ramle" ("sand"), and that the suburb of Alexandria of that name has used many postmarks,
which have nothing to do with Ramle, Palestine.

A most interesting section is Appendix A, a valuation guide, compiled by George H. Muentz and
Marvin Siegel. This is a very difficult subject, but at the same time, one in which there is a
great interest. for covers from the Egyptian post office in E1 Arish, a value of $700 is assigned.
The postmark IAFFA on a loose Egyptian stamp is assigned R("from $2500"). No valuation is given
for the cancellations of Tor.

/ continued . . .
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Book Review - Handbook of Holyland Philately, Vol I - continued

The other chapters of this book are devoted, respectively, to the forwarding agents, the German
Post and the French Post. They appear to be thorough, and they provide information on rates,
postage due practice, registration, forgeries, etc. Notwithstanding the shortcomings of the
chapter on Egypt, this book is a valuable contribution to the postal history of the Middle East,
and is bound to be heavily consulted.

Book Review - by John A Grimmer (ESC 164)
Stanley Gibbons: STAMP CATALOGUE Part 19: MIDDLE EAST

kth Edition, 1990 576+ pages U.K. Retail Price £21.00

Speaking solely from the standpoint of Eqypt, this is more than an update of the 1986 (3rd) edition.
Egyptian Post Offices which operated at various dates between 1865 and about 1900 in the Sudan, in
the Turkish Empire and the few which operated in East Africa are now the subject of a separate
listing, with illustrations of their handstamp imprints with short, helpful text which includes
opening/closing dates, and spelling vagaries.

Another new feature, albeit on a very modest scale, is the reporting of the two types of watermark
affecting issues some between 1872 and 1914, and two types are illustrated. This is certainly a
welcome change from using the illustration of the quasi-watermark on the 2nd issue of 1867 to apply
to all stamps until the multiple crescent and star appeared in 1921. However, the change here is
really no more than an acknowledgement that there are watermark differences, but that these need
further study. But have they really never heard of "Revell 1" and "Revell 2" watermarks ?
Incredible ! Only a few people have their name associated with a philatelic discovery of
significance, but Eqgypt Study Circle's Mr John Revell (ESC 78) is one of these favoured collectors.
SG surely must, in time, use his name as the discoverer of watermark differences in their listings -
a discovery made when nobody else thought of checking such things. The other new listed area is
Stamp Booklets, with issues from January 1903 to 1954 "Defence". I wonder what effect this
enhancement of the status of booklets will do to their prices !

There has been a simplification in the listing of definitive issues during the period 1888 to 1906.
Once-separate listing of issues in 1892 (3m new value) and 1902 (chalk paper) are now put where they
belong, in a combined list for 1888 to 1906, while shade and paper differences use sub-lettering
distinction. This involves a few changes in catalogue reference number.

A generous acknowledgment to Egypt Study Circle's President clearly indicates SG's source.
SG are to be congratulated on the clarity of their printing. The very small print (up to about 2k

characters per inch) has become a virtue born of necessity. I find it very easily read, with no
extra magnification needed.

Editor's note: the two "Review" pages, numbers 150 and 151, have been printed experimentally at a
pitch of 15 characters per inch.
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ITALIAN SHIP CANCELLATIONS on  EGYPTIAN MAIL

CONCLUSION of the series from Mr A John Revell's collection

Above: Ship Cancel Type 16 - M/N (Motor Ship) CALITEA
Postmark type I -

with vertical bars, cancelling pair Fuad 1-mill

Date: 2 4 36

= e AT e .’

Paqucbot a moteurs « VICTORIA »

(20.000, tonn.)

Express de luxe Eure,-Eunpte

\'ia Venise-Triested,

KIZ2001 E C. - M
TryPE. T
1

Below: Ship Cancel Type 17 - MOTONAVE POSTALE CALITEA
("MOTONAVE" in full)

Postmark type II

cancelling single Farouk 13-mill (no vertical bars)
Date: 28 9 37

' S ,:.-. .(‘, - i ‘,}E}‘ ."g ) !
; _ ¥ = IRy )‘ .
g A : , :

tetd Leeed, 12&2%&942424—'4742ﬁ§

Zurich (Suisse)

éézfzfﬁgdfi ) é (:LAg_déQQum\SXiu
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J. H. Nr 2

K737
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ITALIAN SHIP CANCELLATIONS on EGYPTIAN MAIL
CONCLUSION of the series from Mr A John Revell's collection

Above: Ship Cancel Type 18 - S S MARCO POLO
Postmark type I - with vertical bars, cancelling Fuad 2-mill on Post Card

Date: 9 6 36
,/—.' S
i3 i
LAV e i
. . I's ) &3
. -k > 5 b
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byl - b
\s’/' g I\* .-9 : ’J'
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¢
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Below: Cancel: MARCO POLO - part marks not including date
but showing "no vertical bars".
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ITALIAN SHIP CANCELLATIONS on  EGYPTIAN MAIL
CONCLUSION of the series from Mr A John Revell's collection

Above:  Ship Cancel Type 19 - PIROSCAFO ITALIA
Postmark of unusual type with double outer circle,
of which only the following word visible :-

" 2727 ITALIANA T2 ™

The mark also having PIROSFACO (= steamship), the date, and ship name
in three horizontal rows inside the smaller circle.

This mark seen only on one loose stamp, so far as reported.

Can some member kindly provide a better copy for illustration, please ?

(S
$ PIROSCAFO

Below: Ship Cancel Type 20 - LLOYD TRIESTINO Line

P.FO. (abbreviation of Piroscafo = Steam Ship) "CONTE VERDE"

Type I handstamp with vertical bars, date: T7th February 1938

fois

“ITALIA" %
DY

FLOTTE [{Er€CTBLCH - LLOYD SABAUDO - NAVIGAZIONE GRQERKLR‘ ,

¢
s
Fy

M/n “ESGQUILINO™ - «+ RCMOLO "
“REMO" - = VIMINALE"
MEDITERRANEQ - AUSTRALIA

.
Printed in Italy - Stamp. in Italia - Barabino & Graeve - Genova
Y
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ITALIAN SHIP CANCELLATIONS on EGYPTIAN MAIL
CONCLUSION of the series from Mr A John Revell's collection

Above: Ship Cancel Type 21 Dated: 23 4 38
LLoyd Triestino Line - PFO CONTE ROSSO
Applied on Post Card; backstamped with CAIRO machine cancellation

MIATK

%

, 1AMLthme%Fd;Jm ............ ;
 {eq?™) L‘i‘- Coine '

Below: Ship Cancel Type 22 (Undated)
"CONSULICH" Societa Triestina di Navigazione / M/N VULCANIA / * TRIESTE *
Applied on Post CarD; no date visible

i e beeem A e smten sice aiee e e seeme ke b eim eahd SiemiAt e S ie e s peeip e Bis A

> ;';—./‘_::::-L::‘T{Ys\. ¢ . = _)_j ¢
. T l""(‘ o iy \ ".(l'; h//_. }
AT e 02 : ," &?3 E e e :,‘ H
el S (i mia '
1}; pavth ) "N
I A AR LI, e O e
.///*, SlelL targs
T e .
S Roberto Perullo [
Vié 'Magr‘aby' No 9
................................................... K TR
Paqucbot & moteurs « VICTORIA » '(ﬁ Tﬂ"fm
(20.000 tonn.) \\%: SQ“ i:///bl?fi X
Exhress de luxe Europe-Egypte. .
(Via Venise-Trieste).
L. x L

PRIESTES
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ITALIAN SHIP CANCELLATIONS on EGYPTIAN MAIL
CONCLUSION of the series from Mr A John Revell's collection

Above: Ship Cancel Type 23 Dated: 19 2 38
PIROSCAFO (Steamship) "ADUA"™ Back-stamped: CAIRO 21-Feb-1938

v
i

NI ettt T gt
oo PLAYETL Wt

(ITALIAN LINE)

fg Kva/wa/v[;g Sp owf.,@

fraibe o |

¢ REMO » « ROMOLO » ° ‘ ‘
9.600 Tonn. ‘

« FHQUILINO » « VININALE = Wl :
8.700 Tonn, ] v ) I

Below: Ship Cancel Type 24 (Undated)
R.R. POSTE / NAVE TRASPORTO / “CALIEORNIA"
Applied on Post Card; no date visible

~ /RR.POSTE
NAVE TRASPORTO

“CALIFORNIA,,
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BRITISH H EMPTIRE CAMPAIGNS
AND OCCUPATIONS
IN THE N EAR EAST, 1914 - 19214
A POSTAL HISTORY
by
J OHN FIREBRACE
With a Foreword by Robson L owe

This is the first detailed study of British, Indian, Australian
and New Zealand participation in the Campaigns in Egypt,
Gallipoli, Salonika and the Sudan, with the advance of the E.E.F.
into and through Palestine and, following the Armistice in 1918,
the military occupations of Palestine, Syria, the Lebanon, Turkey
and the intervention in South Russia. The detail includes
principal units of all fighting formations, their locations and
Field Post Offices, and "diaries of events" with battles and
engagements. Special mention is made of the small contingents
from other parts of the British Empire, and of the Jewish Forces.

Early chapters are devoted to the datestamps of the
Expeditionary Forces, Armies, and other major formations, followed
by the Infantry and the Cavalry Divisions, Stationary and Base
Offices, Travelling Post Offices, Military Missions, and the
0.E.T.A. (including the wuse of E.E.F. adhesives). Further
sections of the book cover postage rates and concessions,
instructional markings, registration, censorship (a detailed
analysis), postal stationery (including the unofficial "patriotic"
types), and cachets. The final chapters cover maritime mail,
including the troopships of the Australian and New Zealand
Expeditionary Forces, the Near East Hospital Ships, and disasters;
and the Royal Air Force, 1including the pioneer and emergency air
mails.

The study is completed with two appendices which provide cross-
references, and a full biography. There are more than 1,250
illustrations of markings, and 15 maps.

460 pages with 100 pages of illustrations including
datestamps, censorship, stationery and cachets of all
descriptions; Bibliography, 15 maps and 2 Appendices.

Price £65 (inland postage £4; overseas postage £8.50)
For all orders received before 1st August 1991 the publishers

are offering a special pre-publication price of £55 per copy,
plus postage, as above.

Orders to: M. BRACHI,
CHRISTIE'S ROBSON LOWE, 39 POOLE HILL, BOURNEMOUTH, BH2 5PX, U.K.



