









































172

"BRITISH EMPIRE CAMPAIGNS & OCCUPATIONS IN THE NEAR EAST, 1914-1924"
A POSTAL HISTORY by John Firebrace

Published by Christie's Robson Lowe, 1991 (A4 format)

Publisher's claims made for the book (inside front dust cover)

This 1is the first detailed study of British, Indian, Australian and New
Zealand participation in the Campaigns in Egypt, Gallipoli, Salonica and the
Sudan, with the advance of the E.E.F. into and through Palestine and,
following the Armistice in 1918, the military occupations of Palestine, Syria,
the Lebanon, Turkey and the intervention in South Russia. The detail
includes principal units of all fighting formations, their locations and Field
Post Offices, and "diaries of events" with battles and engagements. Special
mention 1is made of the small contingents from other parts of the British
Empire, and of the Jewish Forces.

Early chapters are devoted to the datestamps of the Expeditionary Forces,
Armies, and other major formations, followed by the Infantry and the Cavalry
Divisions, Stationary and Base Offices, Travelling Post Offices, Military
Missions, and the O0.E.T.A. including the use of E.E.F. adhesives). Further
sections of the book cover postage rates and concessions, instructional
markings, registration, censorship (a detailed analysis), postal stationery
(including the unofficial "patriotic" types), and cachets. The final chapters
cover maritime mail, including the troopships of the Australian and New
Zealand Expeditionary Forces, the Near East Hospital Ships, and disasters; and
the Royal Air Force, including the pioneer and emergency air mails.

The study is completed with two appendices which provide cross-references, and
a full bibliography. There are more than 1,250 illustrations of markings,
and 15 maps.

Editor: this superb memento of the subject of this book appears on the dust
jacket in full colour.
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BOOK REVIEW:
BRITISH EMPIRE
CAMPAIGNS AND OCCUPATIONS
IN THE
NEAR EAST, 1914-1924
A POSTAL HISTORY

by JOHN FIREBRACE

(Published 1991 by Christie's Robson Lowe, London and Bournemouth)

The first impact any book imparts arises from its physical state. A big book
makes a bigger impact than a small one, Jjust as surely as if it is literally
thrown at you. This one is large (A4 size) and heavy, with (460 + xii)

= 472 pages of small, but beautifully clear, print.

The size of print is a big factor in this book and it is worth considering
this point. There are about 20 or so characters to the inch, width
variations being due to narrow and wide 1letters. The smaller-than-normal
size of the print allows not only the lines of text to contain more words, but
the vertical height of the letters is smaller in proportion, so that the rows
can then be spaced more closely together than normal, at eight lines per inch

instead of six or fewer. You are getting a lot of print for your money ! If
typed with normal heading and margin spaces, on a standard typewriter, instead
of being printed, this book would run to about 1,300 pages ! (And yes, I

have allowed for the fact that the illustrations - equalling approximately 150
whole pages - would occupy an unchanged acreage of paper).

Just one last piece of arithmetic: dividing present number of pages (472),
into the equivalent typewritten quantity (1,300) produces the factor 2.75.
This means that if the book text were now printed the same size as the
notional typewritten page, this single-volume book of 472 pages would need to
be replaced by two and three-quarter volumes, containing over 1,300 pages of
the present page size.

The book is therefore equivalent to two and three-quarter volumes of normal
size print, occupying 1,300 normal pages. This quantity of printed matter,
to say nothing of its quality for the moment, makes the publisher's price of
£65 not in the least expensive.

Most serious collectors, in many of the wide areas of interest dealt with
here, will obviously want their own copy, but small non-specialist societies
will serve their members well by purchasing a Club copy.

The book has a strong laminated dust Jjacket featuring a very nice and relevant
postal history item in colour, depicting an illustrated Post Card. It has a
printed heading of the "Australian and New Zealand Expeditionnary Forces", and
it bears an Egypt 1914 5-mills red "Sphinx", addressed to London. The cancel
is the interesting MILITARY CAMP / AERODROME HELIOPOLIS postmark showing the
year to be 1915.

/ continued S pate
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BRITISH EMPIRE CAMPAIGNS AND OCCUPATIONS 1IN THE NEAR EAST, 1914-1921

A POSTAL HISTORY by JOHN FIREBRACE (continued)

After absorbing all this you might notice that the word "Expeditionnary" has
an unwanted "N" and that the soldier depicted is holding his rifle left-

handed. Possibly you might also notice the pencil marks used near the SE
corner of the stamp, the blunt NW corner of the stamp and the small area of
stamp design missing with the paper surface, near SE corner. These minor

flaws would be important in a exhibition entry constituting a study of this
particular stamp as a philatelic subject: here they add the element of
ordinariness in the user who originated this exhibit, which wunderlines its
genuine use in an abnormal situation. It is everybody's good fortune that it
has survived entire and in very good condition to the present time.

There is so much to this book that the Index has a lot of work to do. There
are 39 chapters, each presented with a relevant heading, which is then sub-
divided and 1listed with wup to twelve or more sub-headings. There are
separate entries in the index for: Appendices, Photographs; Covers and
PostCards; Maps.

Having established that the book is large physically, and even larger in terms

of content, 1t is time to consider the quality of the contents. Possibly,
one might consider starting off with a willingness to make allowances because
of the tremendous task which the author has undertaken. Possibly one is

ready to expect less than a sustained very high quality of content, when it is
so wide in its scope. So, one might think, some of these chapters might be a
bit rough. Not a bit of it ! This is the right place to report that,
although the quantity of material dealt with in this book with is very large
indeed, the quality is maintained and is excellent in all aspects throughout.

One cannot guess at the hugeness of the effort needed in the ascertainment of
all the facts which are given perpetuity by being reported in this book.
Finding and acquiring or borrowing items which are important, or "just"
referring to them, can take a lot of effort with no certainty that the effort
will be rewarded by success. The author gives some helpful hints in his
Introduction: for instance, who would have thought of "The Postage Stamps of
New Zealand, Vol. 3" (RPS of NZ, 1955), as earning the accolade from our
author for ". . . the best account of the military postal history of World
War I" ?

Maps are a good starting point when venturing upon a new subject located in
foreign parts, and the book provides us with 15. My preference is for those
having shading in sea, etc., areas. The postcards used as illustrations are
exceptionally fine; no scuffed corners or tatty ones or worse. (I should
have thought that several of the items listed in "Photographs" are Post
Cards). A1l have been well chosen and are excellent as illustrations.

/ continued E 5 @
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BRITISH EMPIRE CAMPAIGNS AND OCCUPATIONS 1IN THE NEAR EAST, 1914-1924

A POSTAL HISTORY by JOHN FIREBRACE (continued)

If one aspect of this book is more important than any other, that aspect must

be the datestamps shown. They form a kind of certification which as good as
stamps "Approved" on the author's descriptive text. He may say: "The Unit
canceller at XYZ was round, had these data, was used at ABC, and was in use
from (date1) to (date2). The user of this book, however, will want to see a

strike of it, to confirm these matters and to compare with his own strikes.
Possibly the best feature of all in this book is the quality (and quantity) of
reproductions of such datestamps, and of the various other markings, and the
useful commentary on all points of interest. Among the wide range of
markings which were introduced are: Indian, Australian and New Zealand army
marks, T.P.O.'s, British Military Missions, Censors, Egyptian Expeditionary
Force (including their adhesives used outside Palestine), Occupied Enemy
Territory Admininstration, and very numerous other users, many scarce and all
of considerable interest. The quality of illustrations of datestamps and all
other of the numerous different types of markings, and the quality of the
reproductions of photographs, postcards, covers, etc., is in almost all cases,
excellent. Their wusefulness 1is strengthened by their being related to the
various Units, whose activities are reported.

In 1looking at the illustrations we are presumably looking at John Firebrace's
own collection, very largely. It is clear that he shuns any material which is
substandard: he must have been collecting this material for a very long time -
when supplies were ample ( ? ) - but when a number of collectors were
mesmerized into thinking that the right thing to do with a stamp on cover is
to tear it off and throw everything else, cover and contents, away. They used
to believe that envelopes which did not have adhesive stamps on them either
could not hold any legitimate philatelic meaning, or - worse - were taboo
subjects to people who collected stamps. The reviewer must, even now, admit
to feeling the happier about the book because its jacket illustration is
sporting a stamp!

While the voluminous content of the book has been stressed, the quality, and
the range of its content, make it a feast.

John Firebrace deserves all success with this book: it is the result of skill,
knowledge accumulated over a long time, good judgment in so many things, and a
prodigious quantity of work.

Not 1least of the author's qualities is his listing of 188 people in his
'Acknowledgements': about thirty from Egypt Study Circle. This includes men
who have helped in the past, but who are no longer here to see how their
contributions have found their place in this important record.

This is a splendid book, from every aspect. It is the philatelic work of the
decade.

(John A Grimmer)
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EGYPT: De La Rue 3-mill maroon of 1892 (Zeheri No. 38)
UPDATE AND NEW INFORMATION ON LATEST DATE OF USE

by Paul J. Calhoun (ESC 269)

Firstly, I would 1like to acknowledge my gratitude and appreciation for the
kind response of ESC members to my query on this stamp in Q.C.154 (June
1990) . Information, photocopies and donations of the stamps themselves, were
generously provided.

As a result, I have been drawn to the following conclusion:-

The 3-mill maroon (Zeheri No. 38), after being resuscitated for use
at the 1894 Alexandria Exposition, was apparently never again
withdrawn. (Or, at 1least, post office stocks were allowed to
deplete themselves). This stamp, simultaneously with the 3-mill
orange (Zeheri No. 39), was used at least until replaced by the new
pictorial issue of 1914.

Lars Alund has supplied a very late date of use: ALEXANDRIA F 20 VIII 13.
He believes that philatelically-contrived covers exist with even later dates,
but does not mention seeing one, however. (Of course, a used stamp off cover
cannot with certainty be attributed to local, foreign or philatelic use).

The 3-mill maroon was also used for foreign postage (in combination with other
values) to pay the fee to Europe or elsewhere. Photocopies of two covers
kindly  supplied by Alain Stragier (ESC 241) demonstrate this use.
(Illustrated - Editor).

The 3-mill maroon was also used for Parcel Post. A block of 4, wused to pay
the parcel fee, has several strikes of "ALEXANDRIE - COLIS POSTAUX - 20 NO 97
TLELY, The position of the CDS indicates that this block was part of a
larger multiple, perhaps a pane or sheet used for postage. (Generously
supplied by E. L. G. MacArthur, ESC 125).

It would be interesting to see: the earliest use of the 3-mill orange (Zeheri
39) used in combination with the 3-mill maroon (Zeheri 38) on the same cover!

The revised listing of the latest date of use for the 3-mill maroon and the
earliest date of use for the 3-mill orange follow on the following pages.

Sincere thanks to: Lars Alund (ESC 105), Themis Dacos (ESC 220),
Peter Heim (ESC 394), E. L. G. MacArthur (ESC 125),
D. S. Peoples (ESC 387), Alain Stragier (ESC 241),
and Paul Glyn-Jones (ESC 231)

- Paul J. Calhoun (ESC 269).

Editor: congratulations to Paul Calhoun, of U.S.A., on finding an issue,
"adopting" it as his own specialisation and reporting his findings in The QC
promptly. It seems that there is more of interest in his adoptive issue than

at first thought. Perhaps others of our active members will want to Jjoin in
with some early and late dates, other uses, destinations, etc. ?
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De La Rue 3-mill MAROON of 1892 (Zeheri No.38)
ON LATEST DATE OF USE

(ESC 269)

Latest dates of use for the 3-mill MAROON (Zeheri 38) - Revised and Updated

Town Postmark date Description Comment

ALEXANDRIA 20 VIII 13 On single stamp Donated by Lars Alund who believes
that much later dates of use exist,
philatelically inspired.

BENI MAZAR 28 DEC 92 (or 992) On single stamp Peter Heim donation.

CAIRE D — V (or IV) 96 TXIII? On single stamp -

PORT SAID 21 VIII 93 On vertical pair -

PORT SAID 2 -- VIIT 97 On single stamp Only Arabic part of C.D.S. partially

PORT TAWFIK 10 JU 97 11 On vertical pair On my last report I gave the date as

either 1892 or 1902. I now know it
could not be earlier than 1897, as the
Port Tawfik post office was not opened
until that year. (See L'Orient
Philatelique No. 123, "Plein Mer &
Paquebot", by Jean Boulad d'Humieres).

PARCEL POST USE
ALEXANDRIE 20 NO 97 TIII On block of 4 Used to pay the parcel fee. Probably
COLIS POSTAUX part of a larger multiple (pane or
sheet).
FOREIGN USE 0N COVER

ALEXANDRIE D 16 VIII 97 VI

ALEXANDRIE 23 IX 99

On 5 milliemes stamped envelope with two mill stamp for a
total of 10 milliemes postage to England

On 2 milliemes stamped envelope with 1 millieme

and 5 milliemes for a total of 12 milliemes

postage to Germany

registered

/ continued . . .



178

EGYPT: De La Rue 3-mill ORANGE of 1893 (Zeheri No.39)

Latest dates of use for the 3-mill ORANGE (Zeheri 39) - Revised and Updated - continued

Town Postmark date Description Comment
ALEXANDRIE 26 VIII 93 15 Multiple of 5 x 3-mill orange (vertical strip of 3 and

vertical pair) on 5 milliemes stamped envelope for total
registered postage of 20 mills to Holland (Stragier colln).

e T T e e e T B Do B e S e T RO, =
CAIRE D 18 XI 93 Single stamp (Lars Alund Donation)
MANSOURA -~ 94 711 Single Stamp (Dacos Collection)
PORT SAID oy Single stanp o
PORT SAID 10 IV 94 Single stamp (earliest clear CDS)
RAS EL TIN -- II 95 V1 single stamp !
(Alexandrie)
r-‘ —N-/ - ; s T PO . —
~ [y .
: .-{:\ \ *’i,""p.,,_ "*\:\ e
‘. : v' x) m.r] "-. X :"“‘ L N4 'Z 'ﬂUL"ID &
[ERS % '%: T 2 : lﬁ,m:‘§ ; 1893
é. O, ,# r" ZH ; -E,, A e i ; ;%' - 3-mill
;;‘”£?“N534 —1angngx4flv,nn,.,vu.f.. 2 e QN @[t 416, A >V
- S e poray 5 stamps
F3 "-',._._ ; ; ! B A
Cji%%t%7Z27%Z¢3Z29¢Z___~'————~—-+~\' S used
FE R o ® - 26.8.1897
Xy s A i e S AR > (month of

issue)
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EGYPT: De La Rue 3-mill maroon of 1892 (Zeheri No. 38)

B i s o s e S
17 o B i

3-mills maroon (Z.38)
+ 2-mills adhesive
& 5-mills embossed.

i SR 16 Aug.1897

: 0/&/4 ‘ f to England
;: (previous owner's
& . S Fecre Zﬂm message:

'used very late!')

TLLENES | IT™

&L

& ﬁ@'i_ﬁ(cmfu%zs 178

]

.............

é{/@/L¢4,g{4$,z/Q_/

Ze;eri 438 //J}“ R

Registered to Germany with
3-mills maroon (Zeh. 38)
2-pi. and other adhesives
_ producing total of 3-pi.
Used 23 September 1899
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NEW ISSUES by C. E. H. Defriez

(all stamps are printed Rotogravure by Postal Printing House, A.R. Egypt, and
are without watermark unless noted* otherwise)

Note: stamp numbers SG 1728 and SG 1729 have been left for possible additional
issues to the 1989 Airmail issue, SG 1722 to 1727.

Commemorative Stamps SG 1730 SG 1731 SG 1732 (MS)
Occasion Festivals 1989 Formation of Arab Co-operation Council
Date of Issue bth May 1989 10th May, 1989
Designer I. el Tahtawi N. A. Fattah I. el Tahtawi
Design Ramadan Members' Flags bound Flags of Egypt,Iraq,

Lantern by Olive Branch Jordan and Yemen
Denomination 5 pi. 25 piastres(Air Mail) 50 piastres(Air Mail)
Sheet 50 (10 x 5 ) 50 (10 x 5) Litho Min Sheet Litho
*Watermark: Upright Mult. Eagle (none) (none)
Stamp dimensions 25 x 30 mm 30 x 50 mm 89 x 90 mm
Perforation 11 13 Imperpforate
Quantity printed 5,000,000 500,000 60,000
Supplementary - - -

SG 1733 SG 1734 SG 1735 (MS)
Occasion First Arab Olympic Day Centenary of International
Parliamentary Union (I.P.U.)

Date of Issue 24th May 1989 29th June, 1989
Designer S. el Badrawiy I. el Tahtawi
Design Olympic Rings, Map Egyptian Parliament Parliament Building

and Sports Building & Pyramids Pyramids and Globe
Denomination 5 piastres 25 plastres 25 piastres
Sheet 35 (5 x 7) 50 (5 x 10) Litho Min Sheet Litho
Stamp dimensions 40 x 40 mm 50 x 30 mm 87 x 71 mm
Perforation 11.5 13 Imperpforate
Quantity printed 500,000 500,000 60,000
Supplementary - The I.P.U. was formed in 1889 with its

Headquarters in Geneva. Egypt joined in
1924, and hosted the conference in 1947.

SG 1736 SG 1737
Occasion Bicentary of the 25th Anniversary of the
French Revolution Arab Development Bank
Date of Issue 14 July 1989 1st October 1989
Designer I el Tahtawi A.A.Ali and H. Abdel Fattah
Design Egyptian and French Bank Emblem (map of Africa in the
flags and symbols shape of a leaf within cog-wheel)
Denomination 25 piastres (Air Mail) 10 piastres
Sheet 50 ( 5 x 10 ) 50 ( 10 x 50 )
Stamp dimensions 50 x 30 mm 30 x 50 mm
Perforation 11 11
Quantity printed 500,000 500,000
Supplementary - The Bank finances projects and

Investment Programmes related to
economic and social development.
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N E W I SS UE S and THEIR SPECIAL CANCELS

Please refer to the DATA SHEETS for dimensions as not all illustrations are actual size

SG 1732 (MS) 56 4731
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C.0.S. (COLLECTION ORDER SERVICE)

(A) Mr A. Schmidt (ESC 198) was referred to by Mr E Fraser-Smith (ESC 238)
with a query on a postmark. His response was this letter dated 18 June 1991,
with photocopies of the superb drawings or tracings which form the ESC Record.

SELE,
Q0.8

MA234-5p .«.35.4ISP_ MA234-5 P ( 16002089 i)
(L3,
SEm W
ML ]
PP-6.05

(1) The drawing in (2) Drawing of (3) Composite (4) pp-605 in
in the ESC Record your strike of (1) + (2) The Record

7

¥

5 ; "T've done all I can with your "C.0.S." postmark - and I agree with you
that it is that, so I enclose some drawings.

"The Arabic in your postmark reads: "Ras el Tin", and below it in’

brackets is LJ“4159\ , that is "(The) Collection". I took a
careful look through the ESC Record of postal markings and found a
related postmark in the Parcel Post group - PP-6.05 - where the Arabic

indicium is kk?ébg , that is "Collection". I've had chats and
exchanged letters with various ESC members, but nobody knows anything
for certain. Some comments / suggestions are :-

Collection and Delivery
Collection Order Service. Is it possible that we are
dealing with Money Orders ?
L C.0.S. may be a drawing mistake and the indicium might actually
be C.D.S. = Collection and Delivery Service.

N

)

0

o o
.

72}

.
o

"Clearly further information would be very welcome. I felt that the
best thing would be for you to place a note in The QC about this
intriguing postmark, and to this énd I have ensured that the relevant
drawings/Arabic text herein are hinged so that John Grimmer can fit
< them as convenient for him." [Many thanks ! - Editor]

(B) Mr E Fraser-Smith was encouraged by this to do more research on his own,
with real progress, and writes this letter to the Editor on 20 July 1991:-

(L) I have since noted that Mr A Schmidt was not the first to question the
cancel: see QC March 1970, p14; also: March 1978, p28, A.S. question.
(ii) "Collection Order Service" is referred to in Mr J M Murphy's postal
records from Journal Officiel (quoted below by QC dates) -
(a) June 1983, page 260; Dec. 1987, page T8. 99. 1329 Aug 8
- Jul 28 (65,L4)
(iii) "Collection Order" referred to, ibid:-
(b) June 1986, page 219; July 1 and March 31 page 222;
(c) Dec 1986, page 273; Nov 12 and June 11 page 271.
(Some more recent entries not included)

- AND - How did the Collection Order Service function ? = Question Time item!



