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COLLECTION ORDER FORM - wused 1930 : reported by A. Schmidt (see text)
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COLLECTION ORDER FORM - wused 1945 : reported by A. Schmidt (see text)
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EGYPT POSTAGE PREPAID MILITARY DATESTAMPS 1941-1947 ( ™" EPP's " )

- Letter from Mr Paul Glyn-Jones, ESC 231

I would welcome some assistance upon the above with reference to the work
published by the late F. W. Benians in 1978. '

First of all, has there been published an update or a continuation of this
study *? I am not aware of there having been anything of the kind with the
Quarterly Circular itself.

Secondly I question my own interpretation of the remarks within the
Benians' study regarding Type IV of the Postage Prepaid handstamp (page no. 7T
of the 1978 publication).

I understand with reference to Type IV that it was used in all cases from
EPP no. 105 and onwards - exclusively so where verifiable. There is some
support for this from the fact that, from 109 and onwards, no example of any
other type of the handstamp is quoted (pages 132 to 148).

Type IV 1is shown to be 25mm in diameter, with dots used to separate
day/month/year (although the illustration of Type IV on page 9 shows hyphens).

Nearly all the examples that I have of the handstamp from 109 onwards are
either 27mm or 28mm in diameter. They are with dots and therefore assumed to
be Type II. In this diameter size they must have been known to Benians, I
feel sure. So the explanation escapes me, especially since I made no
reference to this whilst in correspondence with him during late 1980 and early
1981.

I note that Mr E. Blackburn (ESC 244), writing in 1985, for example,
mentions EPP Type II for no. 118 and illustrates it (QC March 1985, Whole
Series No. 133, Volume XII no. 5) =~ so maybe others will have information to
report on this matter.

Editor: It is nice to see a revival of interest in the subject of EPP's,
which the late Jim Benians had made his own. Any news from members as to the
points raised by Mr Glyn-Jones will of course be reported in The QC.

Egypt Study Circle has a small stock of the book entitled as above, written by
our late member, Jim Benians, available from the Editor for £3 plus 2nd-Class
postage on 450g, currently 8ip, U.K. total: £3.84. The publication of
this book in 1978 by National Philatelic Society was something your Editor had
some responsiblity for. It is of 148 + 8 stout, Ald-size pages, and describes
and illustrates markings, with earliest and latest dates, destinations, etc.
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NEW ISSUES by C. E. H. Defriez

(all stamps are printed Rotogravure by Postal Printing House, A.R. Egypt, and
are without watermark unless noted otherwise)

Commemorative Stamps SG 1754 SG 1755

Occasion First Anniversary of the Arab Co-operation Council
Date of Issue - - = = = 16th February 1990 = = = = =
Designer % *

Design - - Emblem of the Co-operation Council - -
Denomination

Sheet Make=-up
Stamp dimensions
Perforation
Quantity printed
Supplementary

¥ NOTE:

10 piastres Lithographed
*

50 x 30 mm
13

*

35 piastres Lithographed
*

50 x 30 mm
13
*

no information is available as to designer, sheet make-up and

quantity printed of numbers SG1754, 1755, above.

Occasion

Date of Issue
Designer
Design

Denomination
Sheet

Stamp dimensions
Perforation
Quantity printed
Supplementary

Occasion

Date of Issue
Designer
Design

Denomination
Sheet

Stamp dimensions
Perforation
Quantity printed
Supplementary

SG 1756 SG_1757
- = African Parliamentary Union Conference - -
- - - 10th March 1990 = e s

Wahib Farag Salib

Parliament Building
and Emblem

10 piastres

50 (10 x 5)
30 x 50 mm
13

500,000 (Lithographed)

Ibrahim el Tahtawi

Parliament Building, Emblem
and Map of Africa

30 piastres

Miniature Sheet

80 x 59 mm

Imperforate

60,000 (Lithographed)

The 13th Conference of the A.P.U. was held in Cairo
from March 10th to March 15th, 1990.

SG 1758

International Conference
on Road Safety and
Accidents in Developing
Countries.
19th March 1990

Mohamed Abdel Hamid

Road Sign and Steering
Wheel
10 piastres

50 (10 x 5)
26 x 43 mm
11X 115

500,000

SG 1759

Festivals, 1990

24th April 1990
Ibrahim el Tahtawi
Egyptian Wild Daisies

10 piastres
100 (10 x 10)
25 x 30 mm
11

3, 000,000

The Postal Organisation issues
a commemorative stamp each year
on the occasion of the Festivals.
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for dimensions as not all illustrations are actual size
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Captain H. B. Tuson and Mr. R. Poate - John Firebrace (ESC 71)

Richard Poate of Portsmouth was a mid-19th Century miniaturist and portrait
painter. He had established himself in 1829 at 9, King Street, Portsea and
he exhibited at the Royal Academy between 1845 and 1869.

Although Portsmouth was the country's premier naval base it was also a
large garrison town and Poate's clientele would have included both naval and
military officers. He moved his studio to a more fashionable address at 2,
Pembroke Street, near the High Street and the Garrison Church, in the 1860s.

About this time - the exact date is not known - he made the decision to
take up photography as an additional source of income and, with the assistance
of his wife Harriet, he opened a studio under the name "Photographic Institute
- to the Army and Navy".

An early photograph by Poate which has survived is of Captain Henry
Brasnell Tuson, Royal Marine Artillery, taken in 1863. He is shown wearing
the full dress of the Royal Marine Artillery; the headdress 1is of black
sableskin and at the front of the busby there is a scarlet brush plume from a
grenade socket. The dark blue uniform has a scarlet collar with badges of
rank upon it, the tunic is edged all around with scarlet piping, with gold
lace on cuffs, shoulder knots, white shoulder belt, waist belt and sword
slings and a grenade badge on the shoulder belt. The trousers have broad
scarlet stripes.

In my collection I have a post card written by Colonel Tuson to his wife at
Eastney Barracks, Portsmouth, written twenty-one years after the photograph
was taken. Both are illustrated. The post card was written from Suez on 22
February 1884 when Colonel Tuson was on his way to the Sudan. The message
includes the words "Arrived at Suez - we go on tonight for Suakin and hope to
be in time - arrive there 24th".

- Colonel Tuson had a distinguished career in the Royal Marine Artillery.
He joined in 1854 as a Second Lieutenant and served in China from 1858 to 1860
including the attack on, and later the capture of, the Peiho fort.

In 1882 he commanded the Royal Marines in Egypt, taking part in the
reconnaissance from Alexandria and being present at the Battle of Tel el-
Kebir. He was appointed A.D.C. to the Queen and was awarded the Egypt Medal
with clasp. He was also appointed to the Fourth Class of the Medjidie and
awarded the Khedive's bronze star.

In 1884 he commanded the Royal Marines at Suakin and was present at the
Battle of el Teb. He was mentioned in Dispatches and appointed to the Third
Class of the Osmanieh.

Colonel Tuson was appointed Colonel Commandant of the Royal Marine
Artillery in 1886 at Eastney Barracks and can be presumed to have lived in or
near Portsmouth for at least twenty-three years.

I am indebted for the information on Richard Poate to R. G. Harris, whose

article "R. Poate of Portsmouth, Artist and Photographer" appeared in the
Spring 1990 issue in the Journal of the Society for Army Historical Research.

(Illustrations on next page)
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Photograph of Captain H B Tuson, 1863,
taken by a photographer - Richard Poate, Portsmouth
- who was first and foremost a portrait painter

ROYAL MARINE ARTILLERY 1863
Photographs by R. Poate of Portsmouth
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ITALIAN SHIP CANCELLATIONS

by G F Whitfield (Member of Italy & Colonies Study Circle)

These days we prize ourselves that, upon our high level of communication and
technology, the busy interchange of information should be of benefit to all
societies. This does not happen as yet, since specialist philatelic
societies still publish essays, snippets and paragraphs which, if they were
put as queries, could be easily answered or, 1if they were articles, could be
improved by cross-references. My comments apply to the "A. J. Revell" album
sheets showing Italian Ship postmarks on Egypt stamps in your Jjournal, the
"Q.C."

As a member of the Italy & Colonies Study Circle I compiled a listing covering
some 567 postmarks of 92 different basic designs covering the period 1890's to
the late 1970's. All the entries on the list are of official Post Office
cancellers - not the usually coloured company cachets used as an addition in
nearly all cases. Of course since these officially-authorised postal
facilities were operated on board, mail collected at foreign ports and franked
with non-Italian stamps were cancelled and forwarded as necessary. The
original listing (1989) has been amended by three later issues of our Journal
"Filitalia" and I prepared a new list in February 1991 (unpublished as yet).

I am grateful to Mr A. J. Revell for several amendments to my listing, this
process continues for as long as necessary. My comments below on the "Q.C."
examples seen.

SHIP COMMENT Q.C. PAGE
(Vol. 14
Giuseppe Mazzini 1. No "I" after Giuseppe 34
2. "N" of "Mazzini" is reversed 34
Somalia Earliest date seen (1927) 112
Massaua 1 L i (1922) 113
Sardegna New postmark type 113
Helouan The mark is a cachet, not early cancel 114
Vienna New postmark type 17
Tevere Lunettes doubtful, more proof needed
- usually D.C. as cover shown 120
Editor: we are grateful to Mr Graham Whitfield for listing the corrections

needed to some of the tracings by Mr John Revell (ESC 78).
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(a) POSTMARKS

Report extending dates of Type XI "star-and-bridge" marks

by A. Schmidt (ESC 198) - 1leading "Postmarks" Study

(Report dated 29th May 1992)

LUQSOR 22 VII 07 earliest
MANSURA 12 \' o7 earliest
TANTA 30 i 10 latest

(b) QUESTION TIME - NEW QUESTION: Q. Time 121

/ ;
' CHARGE ' on pair of French P.0O. in Port Said

by G. Mark Dorman (ESC 211)

. v
Reproduced is a pair of "France P.0. in Port Said" with overprint 'CHARGE'.
Also _shOWn is a copy of the rear of the piece of paper to which they are
affixed, which Mr Dorman has thoughtfully included.

He asks whether this would qualify for "Quéstion_Time" as it is most probably
a fiscal mark. He wonders if any member has seen it and/or can explain its

use.

Your Editor has'never been happy with the exélusion»from collecting and study
of stamps which may fall outside the strict requirement of postal use:
accordingly Mark Dorman's contribution is welcomed.

e Ve g T
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- RURAL POST COVERS : A WARNING

by Mike Murphy (ESC 240)

The Cairo 1991 exhibition was an eye-opener in many delightful ways - the
very high quality of the exhibits themselves, the efficiency, warmth and
hospitality of the organisers, and the good fellowship all round being
foremost among them - but there arose one remarkable and unexpected Jjarring
note, of which fellow members should be aware: I was offered, for the first
time, forged Rural Post covers.

It is probably an indication of the increasing popularity of these covers,
and their consequent increase in price, that someone with more ingenuity than
integrity fabricated these covers. It seems that he has somehow managed to
add, perhaps by photocopying, a version of what I know to be a genuine Service
Rural cds to the reverse of covers which have passed properly through the
post. Fortunately, because of the forger's apparent lack of knowledge, they
are not difficult to spot: . in each case he has used the SERVICE RURAL marking
of the service between BIBA and DASHTOUT (Biba is 90 miles south of Cairo, a
district capital in Beni Suef province, and Dashtout about eight miles north-
west), of the older type bearing a figure 1 in a shield in the upper segment
directly below the Arabic, and it is dated 3 X 11. This, (in its genuine
version !), is, incidentally, the latest date recorded for this marking, which
has an early date of 28 I 09.

In both examples shown, the forger has slipped up badly with his dates.
In fig. 1, [opposite page - Ed] the cover (now in my possession) was posted in
MAHALLA on 5 FE 12 to Cairo, and bears genuine transit marks of
ALEXANDRIA-CAIRO/T.P.O0. 5 II 12 T24, and GURIA/CAIRO 6 II 12; the other,
fig. 2, [opposite - Ed] cancelled by the MANSURA-MIT GHAMR/& V.V. marking of
12 JA 33 (seven years later than Peter Smith's listing !), and bears transit
marks of another TPO (illegible, but 12 JA 33), BANHA 12 JA 33;
CAIRO/(STATION) 12 JA 33 and HILMIA (twice) 13 JA 33, a Cairo suburb.

Both examples show that the genuine cover was posted well after the
apparent Rural marking's date, and that neither travelled anywhere near Biba
but north of Cairo in the Delta. So these are crude forgeries, easily
spotted, but at today's asking prices, it is as well that the would-be buyer
keeps a sharp lookout.

ILLUSTRATION : Figure 1

- the genuine strike on back shows GURIA / CAIRO 6 II 12 (upside-
down) .

~ the faked strike of the 'Service Rural' handstamp is at right, and right
way up.

ILLUSTRATION : Figure 2

- the faked strike of the 'Service Rural' handstamp is at dead centre, and
sideways, pointing to right.
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FAKED RURAL POST COVERS - Mike Murphy - continued

ILLUSTRATION : Figure 1

JLLUSTRATION : Figure 2



