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THE MAIL DISINFECTION I N EGYPT 

Fig 3. 1833. From the lazaretto of Alexandria, 
which had just been inaugurated; to Leghorn. This 
letter is written in Greek, but with' Roman characters. 
(This illustration reduced by about one-third in area). 
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Fig 4. Map of Alexandria (19th century). Note the location 
of the lazaretto north of the "Port Neuf". 
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THE MAIL DISINFECTION IN EGYPT 

Fig 5. 1835, 3rd March. From Cairo to Alexandria. 
Note the presence or slits and signs or rumigation. 

Fig 7. 1835, 18th July. From Cairo to Alexandria. 
Heavily rumigated. Note _ the signs lert by the tongs 
used ror holding the letter during the exposure to rumes. 
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Fig 6. 1835, 13th April. From Cairo to Alexandria, 
with clear evidence of fumigation. 
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" CARE OF MR. WAGHORN I ALEXANDRIA 11 

Fig 8. 1838, 4th May. From London to Ca lcutta, Care of Mr Waghorn. 
Overland to Marseil l es , to take advantage of the new French steamship service 
('Scanandre ') 11 May to Malta, arrived 17 May ; 'Rhamses ' 18 May to Syra arr. 
21 May; 'Minos' 21 May to Alexandria arrived 24 May). By Waghorn's Overland 
Service from Alexandria, arived Calcutta 15 July 1838, 72 days in transit. 
Stained by disinfection, but not slit. Regrettably, the oval cachet 
''Lazzaretto di Alexandria11 has been pen~enhanced. This 6achet has never been 
recorded, but bears a 'family resemblance' to the oval mark 11 Uffizio sanitaria 
in Porta Ve cchio 11 used in 1839 (see figure 9). 
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Fig 9- 1839, 16th September. From Constantinople (French P.O.) 
to Alexandria, by French steamship 'Leoni' to Syra, arrived 21st 
September; thence by 'Rhaffises' to AI.exandria, arrived 24th 
September 1839- There are two vertical slits (28 mm) for 
disinfection, and an oval cachet "Uffizio Sanitaria I in I P6rto 
Vecchio" not previously reported. Regrettably, this cachet has 
been pen-enhanced. 
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The old (western) port of Alexandria included the *lazaretto, but 
this was difficult for large vessels to enter because of under-sea 
shoals. 

*Editor: the word "lazaretto" in the passage above is Englis h and 
is spelled with one 'z' only, no doubt due to the word deriving 
from Lazarus of the New Testament. When quoting from the hand­
stamp, we are using the Italian word, with its double "z". 
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Fig 10. 1839, 30th July. 

From Cairo to Alexandria, heavily fumigated. 
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Fig 11. 1848, 21st October 

From Beirut to Alexandria, disinfected on arrival. 
Note the two vertical slits. 
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Fig 12. From Alexandria to Boulack (Cairo) in native characters. 

(One-inch width removed at left and bottom, without loss of content- Editor) • 
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