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Commemorative Stamps 
SG (MS) 1805 SG1806 

Occasion 

Date of Issue 
Designer 

Design 

Denomination 
Sheet 
Dimesnions 
Perforation 
Quantity 
Supplementary 

Official stamps 

Centenary of Giza Zoo 175th Anniversary of 

15th June 1991 
L. El Sawaf, L. Farid, 
N.A. Fattah , A.A. Ali 
and A. Makhlouf 
Zoo animals-rhinocerus, 
tortoise, gazelle and 
crocodile 
50 piastres 
Miniature sheet (Litho) 
80 x 63 mm 
Imperforate 
so 000 

Technical Faculty, 
University of Cairo 
*30th June 1991 
Lotfy El Sawaf & 
N.A. Fattah 

Mohamed Ali Mosque, 
Citadel and Faculty 
Building 
10 piastres 
- (Lithographed) 
42 x 26 mm 
12.5 X 13.5 
500 000 
* Cairo Bureau quotes 
day of issue 30/6/91. 
First day cancellation 
shows 11/7/91. 

*SG 0 1808 *SG 0 1811 *SG 0 1813 
Occasion - OFFICIAL STAMPS IN SMALLER SIZE - - -
Date of Issue 1st July 1991 1st July 1991 1st Dec 1991 
Designer 
Design 
Denomination 
WATERMARK 
Dimensions 
Perforation 
Quantity 
Supplementary 

Commemorative 

Occasion 

Date of Issue 
Designer 
Design 

Denomination 
Sheet 

Dimensions 
Perforation 
Quantity 

Supplementary 

Eagle 
10 piastres 

UPRIGHT 
21 x 25 mm 
11.5 X 11 

Eagle 
30 piastres 

MULTIPLE EAGLE 
21 x 25 mm 
11.5 X 11 

Eagle 
50 piastres 

{EACH) 
21 x 25 mm 
11.5 X 11 

* NOTE - Other numbers between SG1806 and 
SG1815 have been left for further additions 
to this series 

stamps 
SG1815 SG1816 SG1817 SG1818 
125th ANNIVERSARY OF FIRST EGYPTIAN STAMPS (Series 
AND ANNOUNCEMENT OF EGYPTIAN STAMP EXHIBITION No.2) 
- - - - - - - - - - 23rd July 1991 - - - - - - -
- - - - - - Ibrahim El Tahtawi - - - - - - -
1866 1866 1866 Sphinx, 
5 piastre 2 piastre 1 piastre pyramid 
stamp stamp stamp & 1866 

10 PT 

10 piastres 

30 x SO mm 
13 

10 piastres 10 piastres 

30 x 50 mm 30 x 50 mm 
13 13 

- 300 000 sets (Litho) 

stamp 
50 PT 
Mini 
sheet 

80x60 mm 
Imperf 
so 0'00 
(Litho) 

The stamps were issued together in se-tenant strips 
of three within the sheet. The miniature sheet is 
inscribed with the dates of the forthcoming 
exhibition 7th - 12th October 1991. 
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Commemorative Stamps 
SG1819 SG1820 

Occasion 

Date of Issue 
Designer 

Desig 

Denomination 
Sheet 
Dimensions 
Perforation 
Quantity 
Supplementary 

Occasion 
Date of Issue 
Designer 
Design 

Denomination 
Sheet 
Dimensions 
Perforation 
Quantity 

Date of Issue 
Designer 
Design 

Denomination 
Sheet 

Dimensions 
Perforation 
Quantity 
Supplementary 

Mohamed Abdel Wahab 
(Composer) Commemoration 

28th August 1991 
Ibrahim El Tahtawi and 
Lotfy El Sawaf 

48th Session of 
International 
Statistics Institute 
9th September 1991 
Ali Ahmed Makhlouf 

M.A. Wahab playing lute, 
and musical score 

Session Emblem 

10 piastres 10 piastres 
42 (7 x 6) Lithographed 
40 x 40 mm 

49 (7 X 7) Litho 
40 x 40 mm 

13 13 
500 000 

The session was held 
at the NASR City 
Conference Centre, 
9 - 17th September. 

SG1821 SG1822 SG1823 
- - - - FIFTH AFRICA GAMES (CAIRO 1991) 

20th September 1991 
I.A.Tahtawi A.A. Ali A.A. Ali 
Horus 
(Mascot) 

Running, Football, 
Gymnastics Basketball 
& swimming & shooting 

10 piastres 10 piastres 10 piastres 
- - - - - - -Lithographed - - - - - -
30 x 50 mm 50 x 30 mm 50 x 30 mm 
- - - - - - - - - - - 13 - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - 300 000 of each - - - -

SG1825 

A.A. Ali 
Table tennis, 
Hockey and 
Tennis 

SG1826 SG1827 
20th September 1991 
A.A. Ali A.A. Ali 
Boxing, 
Wrestling & 
Weightlifting 

Handball, 
Cycling & 
Volleyball 

SG1824 

A.A. Ali 
Taikwondo, 
Karate and 
Judo 
10 piastres 

50 x 30 mm 

SG (MS) 1828 

I. El Torky 
Mascot, 
Games 
Emblem, 
Torch & 
Running 
Track 

10 piastres 10 piastres 10 piastres 50 PT 
- - Lithographed - - - - - - -Mini 

sheet (Lith) 
50 x 30 mm 50 x 30 mm 50 x 30 mm 80 x 60 mm 
13 13 13 Imperforate 
300 000 300 000 300 000 50 000 
S.G. 1822/3, 1824/5 and 1826/7 respectively 
were printed in se-tenant pairs within 
their sheets. 
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Commemorative Stamps 

Occasion 

Date of Issue 
Designer 
Design 

Denomination 
Sheet 
Dimensions 
Perforation 
Quantity 
Supplementary 

Occasion 

Date of Issue 
Designer 
Design 

Denomination 
Sheet 

Dimensions 
Perforation 
Quantity 
Supplementary 

SG1829 
Opening of Dar El Eftaa 
New Building 
1st October 1991 
Ali Makhlouf 
New Building inside 
Islamic Arch 
10 piastres 
50 (10 x 5) litho 
30 x 50 mm 
13 
500 000 
The building was opened by 
President Moubarak. It 
houses legal judgements on 
religious matters and a 
library. 

SG1830 SG (MS) 1831 
125th Anniversary of First Egyptian Stamps 
(Series No . 3) and Egyptian Stamp Exhibition, 
Cairo . 

- - - - - - 7th October 1991 - - - - - - -
- - - - - - - I brahim El Tahtawi - - - - - -
1866 Exhibition emblem , 
10 piastre stamp sphinx , pyramids and 

hieroglyphs . 
10 piastres 
50 (10 X 5) 

£El 
Miniature sheet 

(Litho) 
30 x 50 mm 
13 
500 000 

(Litho) 
89 x 59 mm 
Imperforate 
50 000 

The miniature sheet was sold together with an 
entrance ticket to the exhibition. The 
e xhib i t i on was organized by the Philatel i c 
Society of Egypt, jointly with the National 
Postal Organization . A different postmark was 
in use for each day 7 - 12 October . 
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Commemorative Stamps 

Occasion 
Date of Issue 
Designer 
Design 

Denomination 
Sheet 
Dimensions 
Perforation 
Quantity 

Occasion 
Date of Issue 
Designer 

Design 

Denomination 
Sheet 

Dimensions 
Perforation 
Quantity 
Supplementary 

SG1833 

SG1832 
18th Anniversary of Suez Crossing 
6th October 1991 
Lotfy El Swaaf 
Egyptian Troops crossing Canal in 
inflatable dinghy 
10 piastres 
50 (5 x 10) Lithographed 
50 x 30 mm 
13 
500 000 

SG1834 SG1835 
- - United Nations Day 
- 24th October 1991 -

L. El Swaaf 
and 
S.A . Aziz 
Woman 
writing and 
emblem 

10 piastres 
50 (10 X 5) 

Litho 
30 x 50 mm 
13 
300 000 
International 
illiteracy 
year 

W. Farag and 
G. El Badei 

Brick "hands" 
sheltering 
persons from 
5 continents 
and emblem 
10 piastres 
50 (5 X 10) 

Litho 
50 x 30 mm 
13 
300 000 
World shelter 
for the homeless 
day 

S . El Badrawiy 

Egyptian and 
International 
Standards 
Organisations 
emblems 
10 piastres 
50 (5 X 10) 

Litho 
50 x 30 mm 
13 
300 000 
World standard­
ization day 
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Commemorative Stamps 

Occasion 

Date of Issue 
Designer 
Design 
Denomination 
Sheet 
Dimensions 
Perforation 
Quantity 
Supplementary 

Occasion 

Date of Issue 
Designer 
Design 

Denomination 
Sheet 

Dimensions 
Perforation 
Quantity 
Supplementary 

Occasion 

Date of issue 
Designer 
Design 

Denomination 
Sheet 

Dimensions 
Perforation 
Quantity 

SG1836 SG1837 
- - - - WRITERS ANNIVERSARIES - - -
Dr. Zaki Murarah Abdel Kader Hamza 
Poet, death centenary Journalist, Historian 

23rd 
Ali Makhlouf 
Dr. Mubarak 

50th death anniversary 
December 1991 - - - -

10 piastres 
- - - - Lithographed -
30 x 50 mm 
13 

Lotfy El Sawaf 
A.K. Hamza 
10 piastres 

30 x 50 mm 
13 

SG1838 SG1839 SG1840 
- - - - - - POST DAY - - - - - - - -

Pharaonic Treasures 
- - - 2nd January 1992 - - - - - -

G.El Badei S.A. Aziz N.A. Fattah 
Scarab Eagle Golden Head of 
Pectorial Pectorial Saker (Falcon) 
10 piastres 45 piastres 70 piastres 
42 (6 X 7) 42 (6 X 7 50 (10 X 5) 

Litho Litho Litho 
40 
13 

x 40 mm 40 x 40 mm 30 x 50 mm 
13 14 X 13.5 

300 000 300 000 300 000 
Postage 

SG1841 
Police Day 

Inscribed 
Air Mail 

25th January 1992 
Ali Kahlouf 
Arabic "40" and 
police emblem 
10 piastres 
Lithographed 

30 x 50 mm 
14 X 13.5 

Inscribed 
Air Mail 

SG1842 
25th Cairo 
International Fair 
15th February 1992 
Ibrahim El Torky 
Ear of wheat and 
cogwheel 
10 piastres 
50 ( 5 X 10) 
lithographed 
50 x 30 mm 
13.5 X 14 
300 000 
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LETTERS 

Greek Currency Marks 

Sir, I wish to report the following amendments to the earliest 
and latest dates of usage reported originally in Philatelia and 
reproduced in John Sears' article {QC 1993, 165, 26). 

TYPE 4 - Black -Latest date 3 DE 38 on cover from Athens to 
Graz 

TYPE 5 - Black -Earliest date 29 IV 30 on cover from Athens to 
Egypt 

TYPE 7 - Black -Earliest date 19 SE 36 on cover from Athens to 
Egypt 

Both covers to Egypt (Types 5 and 7 above) were opened for 
examination in Greece and resealed with an Exchange Control 
Service gummed label printed in black with the words 

CONTROLE DU CHANGE 

P. GLYN-JONES (ESC 231) 
19 Leoforos 25 Mart1ou 
Brilisia 
Athens 152.35 Greece 

Postage Dues 1884-1888: A request for help 

Sir, I am in the middle of writing a comprehensive chapter 
covering all the postage due stamps of Egypt . As often happens 
when one digs deeper into a subject, questions previously 
unconsidered turn up. In the present case, some of the answers 
may lie in the collections of members of the Circle. It is in 
no way necessary for one to be a specialist in the subject to be 
able to help; just a date on a common used stamp can be quite 
revealing! Here are the questions; I would be most grateful for 
any scrap of information having a bearing on them. 

The 1884 issue has the same watermark as the Second Issue of 
ordinary stamps, and it has been taken for granted that a residue 
of the paper used for that issue was used for the 1884 stamps. 
The watermark was intended for sheets of 200 stamps in 1867, 
however, whereas the postage due stamps were printed in sheets 
of 100. If the same paper was used (or if the watermark was 
impressed after printing by means of the same device), the bottom 
sheet margins of the 1884 stamps would show the crescent and star 
watermark. 
Question 1: Can any member having bottom sheet margin pieces 
tell me if the marginal paper is watermarked? 
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The top sheet margin of the Second Issue bore a watermark that 
included the face value of the stamp it was intended for. This 
same watermarked inscription is indeed present on the 1884 
postage dues, but the denomination shown does not always 
correspond to that of the stamps themselves. 
Question 2: What watermark denominations exist on the postage 
dues, and with what stamp denominations were they used? 
(To answer this, it is necessary to have specimens bearing right 
upper sheet Margins). 

The general catalogues give August 1st as the date of issue of 
the 1886 postage due stamps. However, the official 
correspondence implies that the Postal Administration did not 
regard the unwatermarked stamps as a new issue, but only as a 
reprinting. The first delivery of the 20 paras, 1 and 2 pt, was 
made on May 6th. Did the Postal Administration really wait two 
months before putting the stamps into use? I would have expected 
the new printing to have been mingled with the old stock, and 
almost any date after the first week of May might be expected. 
Furthermore, the 10 para stamp was not even ordered at that time; 
an order for it later in the year was delivered on November 23rd. 
Clearly, the August 1st date is quite wrong for the 10 para 
stamp. 
Question 3: What are the earliest postmark dates seen for each 
of the four values of 1886? 

The 1884, -6, and -8 issues have certain perforation errors: 
imperforate; imperf. vertically; horizontal pair imperf. between; 
imperf. horizontally; vertical pair imperf. between; block 
imperf. between both horizontally and vertically. Unfortunately 
there is much confusion in Zeheri and the general catalogues as 
to which stamps exist with which type of error, and the record 
in the form of descriptions in the auction catalogues of the 
major collections of Egypt does not correspond with the 
catalogues. 
Question 4: Which errors, and on what stamps, are in the 
collections of members of the Circle? 

A report of any such errors, including whether they are unused 
or used, could help to clear up the confusion. Thank you for 
your anticipated help! 

PETER SMITH (ESC 74) 
811 Mount Pleasant Avenue 
Ann Arbor 
Michigan 
USA 
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The Egyptian Post Office in Metelino 

Sir, It is well known that Egypt had several post offices outside 
Egypt itself, many of them in the Levant. One of those offices 
was established in Mete lino. Charles Fox states that he is 
inclined to place the opening date for the Egyptian post office 
on this island at 1870 (see LOP No. 39 page 413). After a study 
of the circulars from the Egyptian Post, Ibrahim Chaftar later 
suggested that the opening date was 13 July 1870 (see LOP No. 55 
page 575). 

According to my lists the earliest known date for postmarks from 
this post office is 2 GEN 1870 (Type III - 1.5 with full year in 
four figures). The latest known use of this type is 23 DIC 1873. 
This type was superseded by Type III - 1, in which the year is 
shortened to the two last figures. This later type is so far 
known between 15 GEN 74 and 9 GIU 81 (see Fox in QC No. 47 page 
138) . 

Recently I have been able to purchase a copy 
of the 2 PT 1872 stamp with a clear Metelino 
postmark Type II~~ 1 GEN 74 (see photo), ie 
two weeks earlier than the previous earliest 
known date for this postmark. Inadvertently 
the figures of the year have been inserted 
upside down. It would be a reasonable assumption that this new 
type of postmark was first used on January 1st 1874. If such was 
the case I have been lucky enough to find a first day postmark 
almost 120 years after its appearance! 

LARS ALUND {ESC 105) 
S:t Larsgatan 38 C 
S-582 24 Linkoping 
Sweden 

French Maritime Mail to and from the Levant 

Sir, I am writing to let you know that on the evening of 15th 
December next, OPAL is holding a meeting at The National 
Philatelic Society, 107 Charterhouse Street, London to which any 
of your members who are interested are cordially invited. 

The evening's display is by Mr. Bernard Berkinshaw-Smith, Past 
President of the France and Colonies Philatelic Society and is 
entitled 'French Maritime Mail to and from the Levant' . Our 
President, Ian McQueen, was so enthusiastic after seeing the 
display - which he described as " .... quite the finest I have ever 
seen; a great joy" - that he persuaded Mr. Berkinshaw-Smith to 
put it on for the benefit of OPAL members. Ian and I agreed 
that, as it was sure to be of interest to some of your members, 
we could do no less than offer an open invitation. The meeting 
opens at 5.30 p.m. for 6 pm and closes at ~.30 pm. We hope to 
have the pleasure of welcoming some ESC members. 

JACK COUSINS {ESC 202) 
Hon. Sec. OPAL 
Flat No. 2 
2 Blenheim Road 
Westbury Park 
Bristol BS6 7JW UK 
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1933 Air Mail Issue - Help Wanted 

Sir, I have been studying for some years the control blocks of 
this issue. In order to complete the study I do n~ed to examine 
(or buy) the following blocks (or control singles):- 1 mill 
A/34, 1 mill A/38, 10 mills A/37, 20 mills A/36 and 30 mills 
A/37. If any member has any of these I would be most grateful 
for an opportunity to see them. Postage, etc, will gladly be 
refunded . 

P. E. WHETTER ( ES·C 133) 
1 Silverthorn Close 
Shurdington Road 
Cheltenham 
Glos. GL53 OJF 
UK 

Thomas Cook Postal History 

Sir, I wonder if members of the Egypt Study Circle can help me. 
One of my main areas of interest as a postal history collector 
and researcher is Thomas Cook. Of particular relevance here are 
the activities of Thomas Cook in Egypt. In essence, I believe 
there are three main strands; firstly, the forwarding and 
redirection of tourist mail by the Cook offices; secondly, the 
Cook's postal service in Cairo; and thirdly, the Nile travelling 
post offices. It is the last two which I am sure will have been 
researched actively already by your members. 

I already have a copy of d' Humiere' s booklet on Egypt hotel 
cancellations, which includes the Cook's postal service, but I 
believe further information on cancel types and date extensions 
has subsequently come to light and published in your Quarterly 
Circular (including a brief update a decade or more ago by the 
late member F. W. Benians) . His widow tells me his "vast 
collection" of hotel and TPO postmarks of Egypt was auctioned by 
Philips about 6 years ago, but I have not yet been able to track 
down a copy of the relevant catalogue. 

As far as Nile TPOs are concerned, some Cook's Nile steamers were 
called "mail steamers" but I have no idea whether that reflected 
a formal Post Office contract for carriage of mail or whether 
there was in fact a TPO on board. A quick scan of the TPO and 
Seapost Society (of which I am Treasurer) Journal has not yet 
proved fruitful in identifying more information. 

I would be most grateful for any information which Study Circle 
members could give me on these questions. Are there any other 
reference sources which I have overlooked? 

GEOFFREY ELLERTON 
"Mornington" 
Maybourne Rise, Mayford 
Waking, Surrey GU22 OSH 
UK 


