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NAAFI NUMISMATICS

P.R. Bertram (ESC 137)

TYPE I TYPE II TYPE III TYPES II & III
actual size actual size actual size not actual size
obverse reverse reverse reverse

A Mr John Yarwood (not an Egypt Study Circle Member) of Horsham,
Australia has written to me regarding the above NAAFI tokens. He
specializes in the collection of all NAAFI tokens. I appreciate
this is not of a philatelic nature but I feel it may be of interest
to our members who served in the Armed Forces in Egypt, or who
collect and study the NAAFI seals. Although NAAFI tokens are known
for various countries Mr Yarwood is especially interested in the
three NAAFI tokens above. As far as he is aware they are the only
ones used in Egypt. He has the details of Nos. II and III but
cannot find any information regarding No. I.

It is thought that No. I was the first NAAFI token ever issued. It
is made of brass and measures approximately 25 mm x 25 mm and is
octagonal in shape. The obverse reads NAAFI EGYPT and the reverse
reads 1 CUP OF TEA. Mr Yarwood has been unable to find any
reference to this token anywhere. He feels it may have been
introduced in Egypt in the 1930’s.

Can any member assist with the date of issue, where and who
produced them, the quantity produced or issued or any other
information?

I do not possess Type I but I do have examples of Types II and III.
The circumstances and details of production of Types II and III are
as follows. In March 1951, to satisfy Egyptian Customs regulations
relating to goods imported by the NAAFI, a requirement for a %
piastra token was established. Such a coin did not exist in
Egyptian currency and there was apparently a scarcity of millieme
coins. The companies of De la Rue and Woolen in England were
approached but due to lack of suitable material the NAAFI turned to
British Artid Plastics Ltd who submitted plastic mouldings in
several colours.

The green colour was decided upon without a value expressed on it
(by the time of its issue in December 1951 its value was 1
piastra). 750,000 were initially printed in 1951 followed by
further printings of 130,000 and 100,000 in 1964 giving a total
production of 980,000. The diameter of this token was
approximately 26 mm.



A token similar to Type III was produced for the Sudan (with the
word SUDAN in place of EGYPT). Apparently only 20,000 were issued
in 1953 and consequently they are quite rare. If any member can
assist with further information please let me know and I will pass
the information on to Mr Yarwood.

ARRIVAL OF THE OVERLAND MAIL AT ALEXANDRIA
Article printed in THE LONDON ILLUSTRATED NEWS February 1853
Submitted by P.F. Goodwin (ESC 297)

The arrival of the Overland Mail is a period of great
excitement in the thriving port of Alexandria. As soon as the
steamer drops anchor, she is surrounded by boats, some
bringing off friends, and others sanatory officers, while many
24 or 30-oared boats full of sailers of the Pasha’s fleet, all
dressed in white, are continually passing and re-passing, with
all the animation of a regatta. The Pasha’s fleet - "huge
black hulks of mouldering men of war, from the stems of which
trail the dirty red flag" - occupy the harbour, which usually
contains, besides the Egyptian men of war and steamers, a very
large number of European merchantmen, and a French and
Austrian gun-brig.

The landing-quay at Alexandria is said to be like the
dockyard-quay, Portsmouth, with a few score of brown faces
scattered among the population. When the passengers are
landed they find flies and cabs plying for hire, and a yelling
chorus of boys, with donkeys, who scream out, in excellent
English, "Ride, sir - donkey, sir - I say, sir!" The donkeys
of Egypt are a different race from those of England; for, as
soon as the passenger is mounted, they dart off at the rate of
six or seven miles an hour. The Egyptian donkey is always
pulling away at his bit, and is anxious to be off as fast as
possible. 1Instead of a saddle, his equipment is a cushion of
carpets, strapped over his sleek and well kept hide, and
affording a comfortable seat.

In five or six minutes the traveller arrives at the Frank
quarters, and the handsome broad street where the principal
hotels and merchants’ houses are to be found. The Consuls
have their houses here and hoist their flags. The house of
the French Consul is a large building of considerable
pretentions, on the east side of the Grand Square as is shown
in the Engraving. Here, also, is the unfinished English
church, also shown in our sketch which is advancing towards
completion. Some £2000 are still wanting to pay off the amount
advanced by the trustees, and to finish details; a sum of
which, considering the wealth and respectability of the
English travellers who pass through Alexandria, it may be
confidently expected will soon be raised. Since the church was
commenced a large Roman Catholic church has been completed;
and within the last few months a very fine Greek church has
been well advanced towards completion. The site of the English
church was granted by Mehemet Ali; it is by far the best in
Alexandria.

Our letters from Alexandria state that the town is daily
assuming a European aspect. Steamers and sailing vessels -
from many nations are to be seen in the spacious harbour;
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advanced by the trustees, and to finish details; a sum of
which, considering the wealth and respectability of the
English travellers who pass through Alexandria, it may be
confidently expected will soon be raised. Since the church was
commenced a large Roman Catholic church has been completed;
and within the last few months a very fine Greek church has
been well advanced towards completion. The site of the English
church was granted by Mehemet Ali; it is by far the best in
Alexandria.

Our letters from Alexandria state that the town is daily
assuming a European aspect. Steamers and sailing vessels -
from many nations are to be seen in the spacious harbour;
wharves and stores are being built to meet the increasing
requirements of trade; and substantial houses and European-
looking streets now swell the dimension of what was, not many
years ago, an insignificant sea port town. Street lamps and
well constructed trottoirs, as well as shoeblacks in uniform,
show the spread of European civilization. Four large hotels,
post-horses and carriages constantly in requisition, besides
an increased number of Egyptian donkeys, indicate a great
increase in the visitors to Alexandria. A public clock
recently erected in the Grand Square also demands notice.

The completion of the chain of steam communication between
England and Australia, by way of India and the Overland route,
promises a new era of prosperity to Alexandria. The aggregate
number of boxes and bags which arrived on the 4th December
last was 250, 29 of which were from Australia. There can be no
doubt, however, that the correspondence between Australia and
England, sent through Alexandria, will be very considerably
increased when the arrangements have been matured and delays
through the non-arrival of steamers have been guarded against.

The cordial reception given to the commanders and officers of
the Peninsula and Oriental Company'’s steamers in the several
Australian ports and Singapore, indicates the importance
attached to the new means of steam communciation between
Australia and England, by the inhabitants of our Australian
and a portion of our Eastern possessions. New Zealand also
contributes letters and journals to the Australian letter
bags.

The accompanying sketch shows the arrival of the camels with
the Indian mail and Australian letter bags at the Post-office.
An omnibus with Indian passengers is seen at the Post-office
door. The British Church and French Consulate are also shown,
as we have stated on the East side of the Grand Square. The
boxes seen upon the camels’ backs contain the Indian mail.
Boxes are used because of the convenience and safety with
which they can be transported on the backs of camels across
the deserts of Suez. Letter bags could not be so conveniently
packed on camels’ backs as boxes, and they would be liable
besides, to be cut open and their contents extracted by the
Copt and Arab camel guides across the Desert. The wood of the
boxes is about three-quarters of an inch in thickness; each
box is about two feet long and a foot and a half in height and
breadth. The covers of them are securely nailed down and
sealed in such a manner that they cannot be broken open
without the seal being destroyed.
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Commentary by John Davis (ESC 213)

This article is of interest to students not only of Egyptian
postal history, but also of British social history of the
times. The writer displays an obvious enthusiasm for the
"spread of European civilization". The gleeful comments on
the siting and merits of the English Church and the dismissive
comment concerning the £2000 debt thereon are worthy of note.
There is also a jibe at the "pretentious" building of the
French Consulate. On the latter subject, I believe that the
Consulate moved more than once during the time that it
controlled the French posts at Alexandria.

The article relates to the period following the demise of
Waghorn’s service which had started in 1835. Samuel Briggs,
Consul General in Alexandria from 1805, had secured a contract
from Mohamed Ali to act as forwarding agent to enable the
Peninsular and Oriental Steamship Navigation Company to
compete with Waghorn. My Briggs cover has the oval cachet
"Forwarded by Messrs. Briggs & Co." struck in blue and is
dated March 1845.

Steamships brought much greater reliability than sail.
However steam was still in its infancy. Clearly the P & O
service had not yet become fully reliable at the time of
writing.

The details given are interesting. The writer describes the
hazards to which the mail was subject during the desert
crossing from Suez and the superior security offered by the
boxes. However it is not clear why the Australian mail was
nevertheless carried in bags while the majority from India
was packed in boxes.

In our library we have, among others, three books which
between them give very full information about this period.
They are:-

The Overland Mail by John K. Sidebottom OBE

Overseas Letter Postage from India 1854-1876 by Martin
and Blair

The Route of the Overland Mail to India from Southampton
to Calcutta by Gallery of Illustration (photocopy)

For the latter I am indebted to Senor C.Th.J. Hooghuis who
presented the photocopy to the library and there are many
drawings in it including several in Egypt by David Roberts RA.
The book itself dates from 1851.

For those who are more interested in rates rather than routes,
there is a series of articles in early QCs giving details and
a great deal of information concerning the six foreign
consulates in Alexandria that controlled the posts. 1In
particular articles from volumes III and IV on the British
Consular Posts by the late Brigadier C.D. Rawson are
especially recommended.
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BOGUS "ISSUE" 1977
(Reprinted with permission from The Cinderella Philatelist
vol 7 page 63 October 1977)

Submitted by C.E. Defriez (ESC 172)

The Egyptian Postal Organisation’s philatelic office has
circulated an "Important Notice" with an illustration of a
commemorative cover inscribed at the left: "The International
Congress of Oral Implantologists" and "World Congress
IV/Cairo, Egypt/April 6,7,8, 1977" and several designs. The
cover appears to bear a stamp at top right, cancelled with a
"first day of issue" postmark dated "7.4.77" beneath which
appears "Official World Congress IV/Commemorative First Day
Cover".

Regrettably the screen used for the half-tone block
illustrating the cover is so coarse that the details of the
stamp design are well nigh imperceptible. The format is
vertical and the main part of the design seems to resemble a
winged caduceus with wreathed laurel leaves at left and right.
A similar representation appears as one of four devices
beneath the inscription at the left of the cover; it is
probably the symbol of one of the bodies concerned with the
congress.

The English text of the "Important Notice" reads:
"The Egyptian Postal Organisation strictly announces that the
cover which is illustrated in this Bulletin was not issued by’
her. The Organisation also assures that she did not issue any
commemorative or ordinary postal stamp on the occasion of the
4th congress for teeth plantation; and that the illustration
of this stamp has been done in imitation of a model which was
not issued by her. The seal indicated on the said cover is
completely false.
Accordingly, the organisation anounces that this cover issued
by the office of the congress has no legal or postal quality
and she keeps for herself all legal rights against whom (so)
ever carried out this illegal action.
President of the Egyptian Postal
Organisation

Presumably the word "seal" is intended to mean the
cancellation.

If any member can provide a clear photograph or photocopy of
this bogus cover it would be much appreciated for publication
in The Cinderella Philatelist and in the QC. Ed.



LETTERS
Postage Dues - some further questions

Sir, The De La Rue postage due stamps of 2m., 4m., and lpt.
are listed in the Gibbons catalogue with sideways watermark as
being issued in 1918. However, the inventory of equipment
sent by De La Rue to the Egyptian Government in 1914 lists
plates for these stamps (and the 2pt. as well) as "200 set".
These were the plates that succeeded the 240 set plates used
since the firm held the contract, and were the cause of the
sideways watermarks; the paper prepared for the 1914
pictorials, which were printed from plates of 200 subjects,
had the watermark upright for the vertically oriented
pictorials, but the postage dues had a horizontal orientation.
Question: What early dates (shown in postmarks) do Circle

members have for this issue? (I have a cover dated 1917, and
a single dated 1916). These stamps must surely have been
issued before 1918. Please report day and month and

denomination; we may be able to amend the catalogue
considerably!

The 2pt. was printed by De La Rue only in sheets of 240, yet
the archives reveal that a plate for sheets of 200 was ready
in 1914.

Question: Has anyone any evidence that the 2pt. was ever
printed from the plates of 200? If they were, it would
probably have been in the form of proof sheets, many of which
came on the market when the archival stocks of the De La Rue
firm came on the market. If you obtained any postage due
stamps from that source, please check to see if the 2pt. may
have come from sheets of 200 (a pane of 100, or even a
vertical strip of more than six stamps, would settle the
matter).

The Harrison postage due stamps are listed as being issued in
October 1921. However, the earliest control numbers for these
stamps are "20", and furthermore, a letter in the Harrison
records states that the plates were finished in July 1920 and
printing was planned for the next week.

Question: Did the 1920 printing sit unused, in either
Harrison’s hands or the Egyptian Postal Administration, or

were they perhaps actually issued in 1920? Please report your

earliest postmark dates!

P.A.S. Smith

ESC 74

811 Mount Pleasant Avenue
Ann Arbor

Michigan 48103, USA

17
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Alexandria Double Line Bridge and ‘A’

Sir, I refer to Question Time No. 104 (QC No. 151, Sep 1989,
233) and to subsequent replies (QC No. 152, Dec 1989, 266)
There has been speculation that the cancellation was a transit
strike and that the ‘A’ stood for arrival. I have been able
to examine another example of the use of this cancellation.

S,
=
&
3

The card was written and mailed on 21 January 1913.

CDSs Ras el Tin 21 1 13 7.15 PM
CDSs Alexandria Double Bridge 22 JA 13 7 ? AM

Yet again, the Arabic is indistinct and untranslatable.
However the two marks support the contention that it was a
transit strike. 1Incidentally this example extends
considerably the latest date of use.

P. Glyn-Jones

ESC

19 Leoforos 25 Martlou
Brilisia

Athens 152.35 Greece
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Cairo-Baghdad 2ir Mail Service 1921/1927
Assistance Requested

Sir, The above air mail service was opened to the general
public in England on 15th October 1921 and the rate for
postage was 1s.3d. per oz. This was made up of 3d. Imperial
postage and an additional air fee of 1/- per oz. -

For some considerable time I have been researching this
service and am nearing publication but, in spite of many
enquiries, I have been unable to obtain a cover from the U.K.
to Baghdad for this early period.

If any member of the E.S.C. has such a cover I will be most
grateful if I can see it or, at least, have a photocopy of it.
I will, of course, refund any expense you may incur in
complying with my request.

W.C. Andrews (ESC 132)
12 Browning Drive,
Winchester, Hants,
S023 5AR, UK.

Port Taufiq: Clarification of its Location

Sir, In a number of recent publications, including non-
philatelic books, maps have been included that show Port
Taufiq wrongly on the east side of the Suez Canal, in the
Sinai. In fact, Port Taufiq is a harbour suburb of Suez.

Suez itself is not on the Suez Canal, but is on a shallow bay
to the west. The building of Port Taufiq became a necessity
when the Canal was dug, as a port to handle the commerce of
large ships. It is located at the end of a low spit, carrying
the railway and pipeline, and its harbour facilities form the
west bank of the Canal near its southern
entrance. It is pertinent that the
earliest postmark of Port Taufiq is
inscribed PORT TAWFIK/SUEZ. Port
Ibrahim is the western harbour area,
contiguous with Port Taufiq, and

insofar as I am aware, never had a
separate postal existence.

P.A.S. Smith

ESC 75

811 Mount Pleasant Avenue
Ann Arbor

Michigan 48103, USA



