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Many of the forgeries have a forged cancellation as well, and
this may be the quickest way to recognize the forgery.
Fournier forgeries sometimes have fanciful grids as
cancellations. A widespread forged cancellation exists for
Cairo, in Type V ("POST EGIZIANE" with serifs); it has been
used to forge covers.® The cross-bar of the A of CAIRO is low,
and the circular rim has a sharp break below the C. This
forged cancellation has also been applied to other stamps,
even including printer’s waste of the Second Issue 1lpi. This
forgery also occurs on apparently genuine printer’s waste of
the provisionals with the severely misplaced surcharge) (Fig.
4).
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THE POSTAL MARKINGS OF EGYPT AFTER 1879
I. "Arrival"
Lars Alund (ESC 105)

Many fields of Egyptian philately have been thoroughly studied.
One has only to look at the volumes of L’Orient Philatelique and
the Quarterly Circular from the Egypt Study Circle, to become
almost overwhelmed by the amount of diligent work and research by
various philatelists. However, these studies deal mainly with the
stamps or with postal history. When it comes to postal markings
comparatively little has been written except for the classical
period and in various special fields such as Travelling and
Proprietary Post Offices.

Covering the classical period there is the admirable work of
Seymour Blomfield.' He listed every type of postal marking between
1866 and 1880. His observations have since been extended? but
remain the standard reference. More recently Professor Peter Smith
has published his comprehensive book on the TPOs,? and John Sears
has a complete list of the air mail cancellations in his book.*
Mike Murphy has published lists of governmental and related
cancellations in the QC.° '

There has been no general study of the postal markings after 1879.
During the classical period there were comparatively few post
offices and relatively few types of postmarks. A study of later
marks will be a considerable task but one which I think should now
be attempted. 1In launching a postmark study "post Blomfield" I
find it natural to start with the letter "A" as in "arrival". My
lists are based only on material in my own possession and I am
fully aware of the fact that several post offices may exist with
cancellations which I have not encountered and that their periods
of use will certainly be extended in both directions by fellow
collectors. My aim is only to provide a stimulus and to lay a
foundation upon which we can all build.

When specifying the various types, I have used the ESC numbering
system with additional more recent numbering from the Study Circle
when necessary. However I think that it may require to be
completely renumbered in due course.
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Arr - 1
Alexandria
Mansoura
Port-Said
Suez

Tanta
Zagazig

Sub-type

Identical with Arr

Assiout

MR
chIRe

27 JAB88 T

Arr - 1.3
Alexandrie

ANQ?\
Y ARRIVEE
EBVAER T
Jlj
: JZ’ )
T
Arr — 1.5
Alexandrie

Earliest date

24 MR 89
20 JU 86
15 JU 83
.. JL 86
13 NO 81
.. JA 84

- 1 but without
"T" + figure after date - illustrated right.

26 NO 85

2 DE 82

30 JA 85

4 IV 85

Latest date

20 AV 90

15 FE 85
28 NO 85

10 FE 88

18 FE 88

JL 89

13 VI 85

Note

Also blue

! IuaoA_'u;&"y

26 NO 85

Numerals seen:
I,1v,V,VII and X

Numerals seen:
II and IV

Numerals after
"T" in ordinary
figures.

Seen 3 and 4



QP\\RS—Y

10 IX-85TVil

Arr — 2
Caire 24 X 85 9 IV 88

Earliest date Latest date

v A" '9/
<Al

SOVIBST3

S

Arr - 3
Alexandrie 22 X 85 22 II 86

Sub-type: Similar to Arr - 3 but the "A" is
larger and the vertical bars are joined to the
circle. There is no "T" after the date, only a
numeral in ordinary figures® - illustrated right.
Seen numerals: 2, 3 and 6.

Alexandrie 21 IV 90 27 IV 91

Arr — 3.5

A. with "T" + Roman numeral after date.
Alexandrie 12 VII 92 20 I 96
Caire 29 IV 91 1 XITI 92
B. with "T" + ordinary numeral after date.
Alexandrie 1 I 92 28 V 95
Caire 1 I 91 4 II 92
C. No "T", Roman numeral only.

Alexandrie 24 VIITI 01

Caire 22 III 93 25 V 93

D. No "T", ordinary numeral only.
Caire .. XI 91 19 II 92

98

Note

Contrary to the
illustration
all my copies
have the
numeral after
"T" in ordinary
(not Roman)
figures.

\ SN
S IOl
Rt
27 IV 91

Seen numerals
I and V

Seen numerals
I and III

Seen 2,4 and 5
Seen 2,3 and 4

Seen IV
Seen XI

Seen 3,6,7 and
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Sub-type: Similar to Arr -3.5 but with six instead of five

vertical bars below the date bridge.

the inner circle measures 13 mm instead of 15 mm.

below right.

A. with "T" + Roman numeral

The diameter is smaller,

Caire 12 I 94
B. No "T", Roman numeral only.
Caire 23 I 97 XIT 97
UE
S==<
ZIATN
14 V9372
o)
Arr - 3.6
I have no copies
AT
(2 3¥yL90 9
X2/
Arr - 4. Caire only.
A. No "T", ordinary numeral only
1 VIII 88 13 IV 89
B. With "T" + ordinary numeral
18 XI 88 9 XII 89
C. ©No "T", Roman numeral only
.0 VII 89

N
Q’/ﬁ(\
16 X1 957Vl

>

Arr - 4.5
Caire 26 V 97

illustrated

..XII 97 VI

Seen: 2 and 4
Seen: 5 and 9
Seen: X
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<KAND
\?.uAi..%«
27VILO97 VI
[ e |

>
'J

Arr - 5 Alexandrie
A. No "T", Roman numeral only:

8 II 00 o L SO Seen 1,111,111
B. With MT", Roman numeral:
6 VI 96 3 VI 97 Seen I, III
Arr — 6
A. No brackets around 2)'J
Alexandria 1 ITX 0
Cairo 19 VII 06 7 -V 13
B. With brackets around {*°4)
Cairo . 0 i AR . 24 X 14
hANDS
Y AN\T
[ 17AR123-7M )
Dy
AYXTr =.6.5
Alexandria 7 e L a1 oo JgyU 12

Arr = 7

A. Month in figures - illustration a. below.

Alexandria s S L] s 24 III 24 Seen letters
A,B,I,V

Cairo 20 VvV 09 S ] o

Sub-type: Similar to Arr - 7
but with larger Arabic letters -
illustration b. right.

A

;";
T T

Cairo sl T 200
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Arr - 7 (cont)

B. Month in letters

Alexandria 21 MA 24
Cairo e w S B 10 DE 20

P\
G A

)

R3S
:

i
-6.X1.08.10304A

)

_/Az”

£yl

Arr — 7.1
No copies seen

A
221)

(13JU38H— )
(IAIFIO
Arr - 8
A. With brackets around (s,ly)
Alexandria v JH-29 1 OC 34
Cairo 9 AU 24 3.0 Il =30
B. No brackets:
Alexandria 5 JL 40 4 MR 41
Cairo .. MR 48 Blue
Tanta 14 NO 39

C. With brackets around bottom "A":
Mallawi el 10 8 MR 44

Note: I suppose that the following marks are also arrivals.
There is an "A" below the name of the post office
but no Arabic equivalent or "arrival" in the upper segment.

Port Said 7 MR 28
Suhag 11 AU 32

Sub-type: With "A-2" instead of single "A" below the name of the
post office.
Cairo 2 DE 47 Blue
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Arr - 18 in the new ESC list. Note: This illustration is drawn
on a slightly reduced scale.

A. With brackets around Arabic "arrival".

Alexandria .. .E 33 17 JA 48

Cairo 17 JA 48

B. No brackets:
Cairo .. AU 37 11 JA 39

-8004172.-P

Arr 9.1

Cairo 19 NO 30 22 DE 31 All my copies
have the
letter "D" at
bottom.

135£37.8 - P

ARRIVAL

d\/0/ G Ag?fq\
Arr — 9.55
Alexandria .o .. 52
Sidi Gaber 14 MA 39 31 DE 37

12FE 39 9. 104,
ALEXANDRIA
ARszvAL

Arr 9.6
I have none.
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”/,«/'\/Q/

({2'))

i

103510 p |

\ ALEXANDRIA /
(1)

Arr 10.5
Alexandria 29 0C 36

Unrecorded type:

Similar to Arr - 18 but with larger letters and with A.4 above

the name of the post office.

Alexandria Date indistinct

Many members will surely have material to go through
afresh in the light of this study.
will merit early illustration and publication in the
write to the editor as soon as possible. Details of

later dates of use of marks described in the article
Ed.

forwarded to the author.

Unrecorded types

and look at
of postmark
QC. Please
earlier and
should be
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VARIETIES ON MODERN ISSUES
C.E.H. Defriez (ESC 172)

ESC member Eckhardt Redecke (ESC 357), has written about
varying colour shades in some recent new issues. The stamps
concerned were examined by some of the members at the meeting
of the Circle in January 1993.

The details are as follows:-

ey o T o .
b o ’
< ‘”M )

P b
GBI 20l 2 o

B e o - =y = e

P

SG 1688 SG 1689 SG 1715

SG 1688 - 5pi. 20th Cairo International Book Fair
The emblem in the top left corner ranges in
colour from brown, reddish-brown to green. The
general background ranges from yellow to greenish
and bluish yellow.

SG 1689 - 5pi. 25th Anniversary of Martrans Shipping Line
The colour of the sky and sea vary in shades of
blue.

SG 1715 - 5pi. Post Day 1989.
The statue ranges from light buff to dark in colour
and the background ranges from light to dark blue in
colour.

The Circle’s reference collection of new issues (block of
four, a single and an F.D.C. of each stamp), does not have
these differences on the above stamps. However, going back as
far as 1986 I have found other issues where there are
variations in colour :-

el R
TN Lies,

SG 1624

SG 1624 - 5pi. 25th Anniversary Central Bank.
Shades of light or dark blue.

SG 1649 - 5pi. Post Day 1987.
Pyramid brown or reddish-brown.
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T
. M‘.",» 2
ik
%&-
EGYPT 1987 ~Do
- = - ‘

- ¥
5 wlallglaijsin arere ... Dp 150250

—re, .

SG 1674 SG 1682

SG 1674 - 5pi. Inauguration of Cairo Underground Railway.
Light orange or deep orange.

SG 1682 - 5pi. Centenary of Birth of Selim Hassan.
Tarbush red, suit brown or tarbush carmine, suit
red.

-
a
Ll
@
o

SG 1693

SG 1693 - 15pi. 25th Anniversary of African Postal Union.
Light blue or dark blue.

SG 1720 - 5pi. Inauguration of Second Stage of Cairo
Underground Railway.
Light blue or dark blue.

VU VUV vV VvV PV VvV VIV YV VY VYV V VU Ve VvV v vy v ey v Vv T v YV v rew

EGYPT 1990 s (R :EH:”W *“i;: 199045 _.aved\ e (09

SG 1765/6/7 (se-tenant) - 10pi 17th Anniversary of the Suez
Crossing.
Pink or bright red.



SG 1803

SG (MS)
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EGYPT 1991 22,8 AW (e

CETITITOITUTEOITYIY S S

EGYPT (~O< .
AEWM ¢

1991

[ AN RRAR AR NE Y

AAAR AR AR E RN U N

0, S0 o 50r  amaee 20+
S5G 1803 SG (MS) 1805

- 10pi. Artists (M. Nagi).
Portrait light brown or dark brown.

1805 - 50pi. Giza Zoo.
Colours light or dark.

I have several varieties in my own collection including the
following: -

SG 1170

- 30m. (Air) Al-Azhar Mosque and St. George’s Church,

Cairo.
Dark brown or light brown.

SG 1338

SG 1338 - 20m. Post Day 1978. Major error of colour - blue

background (normal is green).

SG 1368:- 140m. . U.N. Day.. Major error of colour --blue

background (normal is green).
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86 1525 .~ 3pl-

c)

A s assssassaAlas s sl

75th Anniversary of Cairo University.

variety perf. 13% x 123.

normal perf. 11 x 11} but with missing perf.
on right side.

normal perf. 11 x 111 but colour variety with
darker blue statues and background.

Perhaps damage to the perforating pins (b) was the reason for

the change to

i

|

SG 1628 - 15pi.+ 5pi.
Lemon colour misplaced 1.5 mm. to right

i
s

another perforating machine (a).

Variety

Normal

YT ST YV YV E YNV VY TY

TITVevve s

%ﬂ@d

Relief of Drought Victims.
(note shift

of colour guide line in margin).

SG 1633 - 5pi.

Variety

sveovEPYCTITTSITITYTYTST .

Normal

FYTeTwYvavvevew

Y UIWYTIYTIYIYIYTYTYTSTYY T v vV ey

(W‘/y - é—,:};lfly)bt'f (’ﬁ]ujg \0 _:.-P/'Ulﬂ,bf'l
ot - o s

ok - ol
AAAasarmAaransan il

Victory in African Nations Football Cup

Championship.
Magenta colour of Cup and map of Africa (circled)
misplaced 1.3 mm. to left and 1.8 mm. down.
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Variety Normal

A

SG 1641 - 5pi. Engineers Day. 40th Anniversary of Engineers’
Syndicate.
White outline missing on right of pyramid due to
misplacement of central emerald colour 1.0 mm. to
right and slightly upward.

Normal

W VT Y YT v

&

SG 1707 - 5pi. Award of Nobel Prize for Literature to
Nagiub Mahfouz.
Orange brown colour shows upward misplacement of
1.0 mm. to produce doubling of circular portrait at
upper and lower margins, apparent drop of medal
relative to book beneath and raised lower frame
margin.

AL A A A EANER o & o X u

SG 1745 - 10pi. Cairo International Congress Association.
The cloud formation differs in detail on all the
stamps.
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LETTERS
Newsletter from New Zealand

Sir, The "New Zealand Chapter" of the Egypt Study Circle is
comprised at present of three members - Sue McIntosh
(Christchurch), Tony Chisholm (Wellington) and Peter Goodwin
(Orewa), which is just north of Auckland. Being so far away
from our UK base and isolated from each other by 300 odd
miles, we have to write or telephone to keep in contact and
sustain our focus on matters Egyptian.

In March of 1992 we all met at Tony’s holiday home on the
Coromandel Peninsular for a four day seminar in the company of
two other collectors not of the Egyptian persuasaion. The
topic was to assist Tony in his cataloguing of Egyptian
Postcards - between us there are enough to fill one hundred A4
sheets with 38 to the sheet, and it is hoped to place a final
updated list in the Circle Library as a reference very
shortly.

We hope to make this a bi-annual event, and whatever topic is
chosen for attention, our findings will go to the QC for
general information. Should any "overseas" member wish to
attend, they will be more than welcome.

P.F. Goodwin (ESC 297)
9a Melanie Place
Orewa

Hibiscus Coast

New Zealand

What a pleasure it is to receive such information from afar.
I do hope other groups will write with news of their local
activities. Ed.

Encounters with Forgeries: 1886 Postage Dues Imperforate

Sir, An October mail auction in the United States offered two
lots, one consisting of the 1886 1l0Opa. and 20pa. postage dues
in imperforate pairs, and the other, the 1lpi. and 2pi. in the
same state. The illustration in the catalogue was not very
clear, but looked like genuine stamps. I bid on both lots and
got them. All four pairs turned out to be forgeries with the
following characteristics. All were unwatermarked, on thin,
crisp, gummed paper. The design was too tall by about imm.
(19 mm. vs. 18.5 for the genuine). The lettering is too thin
(both the Roman and the Arabic). The thick frame lines are too
thin, making the white space between them and the thin frame-
lines too wide. Most of these differences are easily apparent
when one compares the forgeries with a genuine stamp.

P.A.S. Smith (ESC 74)

811 Mount Pleasant Avenue
Ann Arbor

Michigan 48103, USA



