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Commemorative Stamps 
SG.l849 SG.1850 

Occasion 

Date of Issue 
Designer 
Design 

Denomination 
Sheet 
Dimensions 
Perforation 
Quantity 
Supplementary 

Occasion 

Date of issue 
Designer 
Design 

Denomination 
Sheet 
Dimensions 
Perforation 
Quantity 
Supplementary 

90th Anniversary of 
Construction of 
Aswan Dam 
23rd July 1992 
Wahib Farag 
U.A.R. 60 mills stamp 
1960 depicting the dam 

Centenary of El Helal 
(Periodical) 

14th September 1992 
Ibrahim el Tahtawi 
"Dar El Helal" 

10 piastres 10 piastres 
42 (6 X 7) Litho 50 (10 X 5) Litho 

x 50 mm 40 x 40 mm 30 
13 13 
500,000 500,000 
The dam is 1950 m. in El Helal was the first 
length and 946 km. from cultural magazine 
the Delta Barrage issued in the Arab world 

SG.1851 
Federation of Travel 
Companies International 
Congress, Cairo 
20th September 1992 
Nadia Abdel Fattah 
Sphinx and Pyramids 

70 piastres 
50 (5 x 10) Litho 
50 x 30 mm 
13 
300,000 

SG.1852 
Alexandria World Festival 

27th September 1992 
Ibrahim el Tahtawi 
Lighthouse, Pharoanic 
ship and world map 
70 piastres 
50 (5 x 10) Litho 
50 x 30 mm 
13 
500,000 
The Festival's object 
was to foster fraternal 
exchanges with other 
places in the world with 
the name of Alexandria 

SG.1853 SG.l854 SG.l855 
Occasion World Post Day United Nations Day 
Date of issue 9th October 1992 
Designer Galal el Badei 

Design 

Denomination 
Sheet 
Dimensions 
Perforation 
Quantity 
Supplemenary 

Stamp perforations 
and U.P.U . emblem 

10 piastres 
42 (6 X 7) Litho 
40 x 40 mm , 
13 
500,000 

24th October 1992 
D.Hassan Ali Lotfy el Sawaf 
(Aged 8) 
Girls face Wall paintings 

of agriculture 
and medicine 

10 piastres 70 piastres 
50(10x5)Litho 42(6 x ?)Litho 
30 x 50 mm 40 x 40 mm 
------------13--------------
500,000 300,000 
Children's Day World food, 

agriculture 
and health 
conference 
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Commemorative stamps 
Occasion 

SG.1856 
20th Arab Scout Conference , Cairo 
21st November 1992 Date of issue 

Designer 
Design 
Denomination 
Sheet 
Dimensions 
Perforation 
Quantity 
Supplementary 

Occasion 

Date of issue 
Designer 
Design 

Denomination 
Sheet 
Dimensions 
Perforation 
Quantity 
Supplementary 

Occasion 

Date of issue 
Designer 
Design 
Denomination 
Sheet 
Dimensions 
Perforation 
Quantity 
Supplementary 

SG.1857 

Lotfy el Sawaf 
Conference Emblem 
10 piastres 
50 (10 X 5) Litho 
30 X 50 
13 
500,000 
The conference was held from 21st 
to 24th November 1992 

SG. 1858 SG.1859 
---------------- Arab Personalities ---------

Mohamed Taymour 
(Centenary) 

10 piastres 

Author and 
theatre critic 

Birth Anniversaries --------
23rd December 1992 --------­
Lotfy el Sawaf - ------------
A.Z.Abu Shadi Talaat Harb 
(Centenary) (125th 

Anniversary) 
10 piastres 10 piastres 
50 (10 X 5) Litho ----------
30 x 50 mm (each) ----------
13 (each) ----------------- -
500,000 (each) ------------­
Doctor and poet Economist 

and founder 
(Numbers 1857 and 1858 were issued 
together in se-tenant pairs) 

of National 
Bank 

SG . 1860 SG.1861 SG.1862 
-------- - --- - -- - - - Post Day -----------------
-------------- Statues of Pharaohs ----------
-------------- 2nd January 1993 -- - ----------
-------------- Lotfy el Sawaf -------------- -
Sesostris I Amenemhet III Hur I 
10 piastres 45 piastre 70 piastres 
----------- - -- Lithographed -----------------
------------ - - 30 x 50 mm (each) ----------- -
-------------- 13 (each) --------------------
-------------- 300,000 sets ---- - ------------
Issued together in se-tenant strips of three 
within the sheet 



SG.1856 

SG.1858 SG.1857 
SG.1859 

EGYPT "".>! (/'CA 
199 2 

P . . ··~ .:9 
10 .J~ ,. 

,~,\ \ - \ ,,q, \ 

SG . 1860 SG.1861 SG. 1862 

Corrections and additions to New Issues, QC.l65, June 1993, 39. 

SG.1797, 1798 and 1799. The numbers above the illustration 
should read (from left to right) 1799, 1798 and 1797. 
SG.1830. Number printed was 300 ¥000. 
SG.1832 and 1833. Designer's name was L. el Sawaf. 
SG.1836. Poet's name was Dr. Zaki Mubarak. 
SG.1841. Designer's name was A. Makhlouf. 
Quantity printed was 500,000. 

SG.~1808 and ~1811. First Day Cancel is illustrated above 
right. 
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AIR MAIL JOTTINGS No . 9 
AIR MAIL CACHET - TRANSATLANTIC SERVICE FROM LAGOS , 1945 

J. Sears (ESC 188) 
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This is an illustration (reduced to 70%) of a cover in the 
possession of Dr. Luciano De Zanche of an Italian Society with 
whom we have close ties. His query concerns the cachet (in 
violet) in the bottom left corner referring to a BOAC service 
to Lagos "Per Transatlantic Service Lagos . .... . . BY AIR MAIL 
TO NEW YORK". 

It is something which I have not seen before. We know by 
reference to Bradshaw's that there was a service from Egypt to 
Lagos at the time, but a British route to North America is 
problematical. I can relate the franking of 442 Mills to the 
rate charged on a Registered Letter from Egypt to USA carried 
by Pan Am in 1942 as follows :-

Surface Rate (up to 20 gms) 
additional 5 gms 

Registration Fee 
Air Mail Surcharge (75 mills for each 5 gms) 

Total 

However all this is pure surmise. 

22 
13 
32 

375 
442 mills 

On the reverse there is a Miami transit mark of March 15, 
1945, and a New York arrival mark of Mar 19, 1945. The 
Alexandria cancellation on the face seems to be 20 FE 45. 

I referred the matter to Norman Clowes (ESC 349) who is an 
expert on all matters pertaining to the Air Mail in Africa. 
He could find no evidence that there was a BOAC transatlantic 
service from Lagos and felt that the letter was carried by Pan 
Am on the u.s. Foreign Air Mail Route 22 which commenced in 
December 1941. This was between Miami and Leopoldivlle via 



Lagos, but there is some doubt that this route was still 
operational in early 1945. Norman also mentioned that the 
first reference he has found to a similar BOAC route was 
October 1945 from Poole via Lisbon, Bathurst, Natal (Brazil, 
or Bresil) to Baltimore. There was no reference to Lagos or 
Miami. 

We are no further forward. Can any member please comment on 
any of the following points? 

1 . Is the cachet known to him? 
2 . Was the US Foreign Air Mail Route 22 in existence 

this time? 
3 . Was there a BOAC Transatlantic route from Lagos? 
4 . Is the cachet an official or a commercial marking? 

I lean towards the latter. 

Any information would be useful. 

LETTERS 

1st Fuad Issue - 5 mill imperforate 
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Sir, I have a block of four 1923-4 Harrison 5 mill imperforate on 
gummed paper which I had presumed to be SG 115a. However the 
watermark is upright as opposed to that shown in Stanley Gibbons 
for the issue, ie, facing right (Wmk SG40). Zeheri shows the same 
watermark (Ze VII) for the issue, and does not differentiate for 
the imperforate variety (Ze 86b). However, it also shows that a 
proof of this stamp was produced in the issued colour on 
watermarked gummed paper with Wmk Ze IX or X, ie upright or 
inverted. Do I therefore have a block of the proof? 

210 Stanmore Lane, 
Winchester, Hants, 
S022 4BL, UK. 

Reply 

R. Bloomer (ESC 210) 

Sir, I am assuming that the block of 4 is printed on 'ordinary' 
stamp paper. Zeheri includes other imperforates which have the 
watermark facing right. They are the values 3, 5, 15, and 200 mill 
& £1. That any of these were intended to frank mail is highly 
unlikely, and we are left with the conclusion that they are all 
proofs. 

This issue is overwhelmed with essays and proofs, possibly because 
the portraiture of the King's head, as well as the change in 
printing process presented big problems to Harrison & Son Ltd of 
London who were responsible for the printing, and to the Postal 
Authorities in Cairo. However 7 as I hope to demonstrate in a 
future article, Harrisons kept a very strict control of their stock 
of stamp paper balancing their stocks to the last sheet both in its 
printed and unprinted state. I cannot believe that there is 
anything 'clandestine' about the production of these proofs as 
might be said of the irregular perforation of some of the later 
issues. 
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The up and down configuration of the watermark is harder to 
understand. To my knowledge, it only appears elsewhere on the 
imperforate unaccepted essays by Harrisons (Ze 82 & 83) with 
crescents facing downwards and on what appear to be perforation 
trials of the 5 mill (perf 14) which are found with either 
horizontal or vertical perfs missing and on which the crescents 
face upwards. I have an imperforate block of 4 of the item in 
question which I have been able to relate to a full normally 
peforate pane (no control) where similar flaws occur on positions 
1,2,11,12. This pane has the usual watermark facing right. It is 
usually considered that the no control panes were the first 
printed. I have a second imperforate block of 4 which I have not 
been able to relate to this pane or to others. 

To revert to the original question, yes , you have a proof, but how 
this watermarked paper came to be used is a mystery. I feel that 
the other imperforate printings should also be listed as proofs. 

496, Uxbridge Road, 
Pinner, Middlesex, 
HAS 4SL, UK. 

John Sears (ESC 188) 

Another Crowned Circle Frank of the British Post Office at 
Alexandria 
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Sir, Professor Smith (QC No. 166, Sep 1993, p.64) asks for 
details of Crowned Circle Franks of the British Post Offices 
not included in his census list. I have another cover to 
record. It is franked with the crowned circle PAID AT 
ALEXANDRIA in red. This is partially over-franked with the 
London PAID mark on 27th November 1850 again in red. It also 



bears on the front (bottom left) the large type town & date 
stamp of ALEXANDRIA 8th November 1850 in black. The cover is 
rated l/6d. in red manscript. It is addressed to Edinburgh 
(Scotland) and has manuscript directions of 'England via 
Southampton' and 'paid'. 

On the rear is the circular 'Purifie au Lazarete' ·strike of 
Malta although the cover bears no disinfection 'chops' and 
does not appear to have been opened and resealed . This , 
circular strike is in black as usual. There is a further 
strike on the rear in red of the Edinburgh receiving mark of 
27th Nov. 1850. 

From research into Kirk's book on British Maritime Postal 
History1 it would appear that this cover was carried on the 
wooden paddle steamer 'RIPON' which left Alexandria on 8th 
November calling at Malta on 12th November . It left on the 
following day calling at Gibraltar on 18th November. Leaving 
Gibralter the next day it arrived at Southampton on 25th 
November. 

11, Bishops Way, Buckden, 
Huntingdon, PE18 9TZ, UK. 

Reference 

1. Kirk, R . 

Robin Bertram (ESC 137) 

British Maritime Postal History - The 
P & 0 Lines to the Far East. Proud­
Bailey eo. Ltd., 1970(?), Vol. 2, 
p.29. 

Encounters with forgeries - 1879 Provisionals on Cover 

Sir, The "1879" provisionals are real rarities on cover, and 
are a temptation to forgers. Forged covers were in fact made 
many decades ago and, although they have been publicised in 
many places, the same forgeries turn up again and again in 
auctions and offers by dealers. Worse still, major expert 
committees have inexcusably given them certificates of 
genuineness. 

·. ~~~~ ,,c/-~~2:~ . 
· {(_/~--- - V . ~\:;>/~ -~ . __ .,---<<~r~~ 

\ ...... 
\ ,. · . . '. 

A recent example occurred in a French auction, in which an 
imperforate single 5 para/2! piastre on a Cairo local cover 
was illustrated in colour. It had a starting price of Ff2750, 
and realized more than twice that. The cancellation was Type 
V, dated 2 GEN 79 . Its fake character was immediately 
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apparent, for the cancellation was the forgery easily 
recognizable by the break in the circle below C of CAIRO, and 
the very low cross-bar of the A. This forged postmark has 
been described by myself 1 and by Jean Boulad d'Humieres 2 as 
well as by 
Dr. Byam in the Holy Land and Middle East Philatelic Magazine. 
One of its more dangerous uses was to manufacture forgeries of 
the bisected Second Issue 10 paras. (Type V postmarks were not 
introduced until several years after the use of the bisects). 
Another aspect of the forged cover is the rate, for it bears 
only a single copy of the 5 paras. That is not a possible 
rate for a cover; it was the rate for periodicals posted by 
the publisher. Other printed matter required 10 paras, which 
included greeting cards, announcements, price lists, etc. 

Although it was not mentioned in the catalogue description of 
the lot, I have been informed that the cover has two 
certificates, one from the Royal Philatelic Society of London, 
and one from the Philatelic Foundation (New York). 
Unfortunately, I do not know the dates. I hope the buyer was 
not a member of the Circle. The dealer should not be blamed, 
for the certificates are convincing, but it is hard to excuse 
the expert committees. 

811 Mount Pleasant Avenue, 
Ann Arbor, 
Michigan 48103, USA. 

References 

P.A.S. Smith (ESC 74) 

1. Smith, P.A.S. Quart. Circ., VII, No. 175 (Dec), 1970, 
p.49. 

2. Boulad d' Humieres, J. Les Feuilles Marcophiles, No. 185 
(3rd trimester) 1971, p.12. 

Sir, About a year ago I encountered in a German auction a 
forgery on cover of the surcharged provisionals of 1879. The 
cancellation on the front is dated 2 LUG 75 and the arrival 
mark on the reverse is dated 3 NOV 74! 
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I informed the auctioneer that it . was a forgery but 
nevertheless it was sold. 

Hamptstrasse 1 
A-3413 Hintersdorf 
Austria 

K. Wolfsbauer (ESC 197) 

Boxed '0' markings 

Sir, I would like to record another example of the boxed '0' 
mark (QC No. 166, Sep 1993, p.68). 

~ ·-. 
I 

·rMr. L. \·i ildsmi th, 
S tonehaven, 
Hartington Road, 

Buxton. 

Engl a nd. 

The cover illustrated above bears the Arab Countries Union 
pair which, according to Zeheri, was valid from 29th July to 
12th September, 1945. The cover is postmarked 5th January 
1946. Two boxed '0' marks have been applied, one of which 
just ties the 10 mills value. There is no Air Mail label and 
no markings on the reverse. The other stamps total 17 mills 
which was the correct rate for sea mail to the UK so that no 
postage due was charged. 

The cover is apparently "contrived". However it is still an 
interesting example of diligence on the part of the Egyptian 
Post Office. 

Flat 4, Ravine Court, 
293) Meriden Close, 
Canford Cliffs, 
Poole, BH13 7JU, 
Dorset, UK. 

Alan Jeyes (ESC293) 
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A further example of the boxed '0' mark has come to my 
attention. It was illustrated in the QC by Horesh in 1981 1

• A 
local Alexandria cover was franked with two se-tenant De la 
Rue 2 mills definitives of 1888, the right hand one being an 
unauthorized bisect. The intact stamp was cancelled with a 
normal Alexandrie c.d.s. of 16 x 96. Two boxed '0' marks were 
applied to the cover beside (but not tying) the bisect. There 
is also a boxed 'T' mark on the cover but no evidence of a 
postage due stamp. Editor 

Reference 

1. Horesh, J.S. Framed '0' invalidation of bisect. 
Quart. Circ. Vol XI, No. 118, 1981, 
p. 43 

1938 Wedding Stamp - Dates of valid usage 

Miss E. McLennan, 

Barclays Ban.lc (D. c; .. & o.) 

Local Head o~:fiCP .l ,~, 

Post Of'f'ice Bag, 

ALEXANDRIA 

Sir, In a recent article (QC No. 166, Sep. 1993, p.68), John 
Sears has raised the question of the dates of valid usage of 
various commemorative issues. The Wedding stamp of 29 Jan. 
1938 has no period of validity shown in Zeheri. I have a 
commercial cover used from Alexandria on 24 Jan. 1938 which is 
illustrated above. 

Flat 4, Ravine Court, 
293) 
Meriden Close, Canford Cliffs, 
Poole, Dorset, UK, BH13 7JU. 

G. Alan Jeyes (ESC 293) 
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Return to Sender Cachets 

Sir, I am puzzled by the cover of which I enclose a photocopy. 
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The letter was sent on 30.11.61 from Germany to Egypt 
(unfortunately two stamps have been removed) and later 
returned to the sender. The cover has a collection of cachets 
relating to this:-

1) A black "NON RECLAME" mark (text also in Arabic) on the 
reverse 

2) A black "RETOUR" mark (text also in Arabic) on the front 
3) A violet "RETOUR" mark (without Arabic) also on the front 

and most remarkably, 

4) A violet postmark "RETURN TO SENDER/AL MITTENTE" postmark 
(with text also in Arabic) on both front and back. 

My questions are: -

a) Why this 'overkill' in RETURN postmarks? 
b) cachet No. 4 is tri-lingual English, Arabic and Italian. 
Are there more examples of such postmarks? 

Churchillweg 114, 
6706 AE Wageningen, 
Netherlands. 

Anton J . Jansen (ESC383) 

Port Taufiq: Clarification of its Location 

Sir, I wish to confirm the observation of P . A.S. Smith (QC No. 166, 
Sep. 1993, p.79), about the location of Port Taufiq. It is on the 
African coast of the Suez Canal and not on the Sinai side, as 
popularly believed. In fact, the cancellation illustrated with the 
letter reads, in Arabic, "Port Tawfick Bil Sues" which translates 
as "Port Taufiq in Suez" . 

PO Box 103 Mohandessin, 
Mohandessin, Cairo, Egypt. 

L-H. S. Toutounji (ESC 264) 
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