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By the late 1880s, De La Rue abandoned current numbers, and 
subsequent plates bore only the plate number, one in each 
corner of the sheet of 240. The 1888 stamps in 1 millieme currency 
thus mark the end of current numbers. I have seen the 2 mills with 
the number 1 in each corner of the sheet, in the rectangular frame 
of the current numbers. This must be considered an error, for a 
current number 1 would make no sense, whereas the plate number 
would necessarily be 1. The Zeheri listing implies that plate 1 of 
the 1 mill was similarly treated. 

The 1, 2, and 5pt. denominations continued in use for a long time, 
and eventually even the 2 and 5pt. required new plates. These were 
prepared after the abandonment of current numbers, and only the new 
plate number, 2, appears once on the outside margin of each pane. 
Thus it is that the Spt. grey was printed from plates having plate 
number 1 and current number 6, and later from plate 2 without 
current number. Similarly, the 2pt. orange-brown was printed from 
plate 1, current number 5, and from plate 2 without current number. 
The situation with the lpt. blue is not completely clear, but it 
appears that this value was printed from plate 2, current number 
7, and from plates 3 and 4 without current numbers. The 
uncertainty is that the Zeheri listing implies that plate number 
3 was printed in the rectangular frame of the previous current 
numbers. Perhaps members of the Circle may have an example 
showing plate number 3, and can confirm this. The 3, 4 and Smills 
and the !Opt. denominations are not known with current numbers, and 
all plates had only circular plate numbers (Fig.2) insofar as I am 
aware. 

It is clear that the entire listing of "control" numbers in Zeheri 
for the period 1879-1906 is rife with errors and is unreliable. 

Further insight into De La Rue's practices with plate and current 
numbers can be gained from two recent publications. 2 '

3 

1. Smith, P.A.S. 

2. Ince, J., Sacher, J. 

3. Fricks, E.E. 

References 

Egypt: the Fourth Issue. 
London Philatelist 102, 1993, p.117. 

The Postal Services of the British 
Nigeria Region. The Royal Philatelic 
Society, London, 1992. 

Collectors Club Philatelist, in 
press. 

At the recent Study Circle meeting of 8 July, 1994 two marginal 
examples of the 1888 2 mills were shown with the "wrong" 
rectangular framed plate number 1 as described above. Were any 
sheets of the 1 mill or 2 mills value of this issue printed with 
the correct circular plate number 1? Editor. 
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AIR MAIL JOTTINGS NO. 10 
THE JUSQU'A MARKINGS 

J. Sears (ESC 188) 

A very useful book entitled "Jusqu'a Air Mail Markings (A Study)" 
by Ian McQueen was published last year. Priced at £10 its 110 
pages contain a lot of information on these markings, and also 
include a section devoted to the markings cancelling Airmail 
instruction vignettes. The scope is worldwide, but there is little 
reference to markings originating in Egypt. 

As Mr. McQueen explains, these cachets (handstamps) were generally 
applied at the commencement of a letter's route to its destination 
in order to indicate that it was to be carried by air only up to 
the location (country or city) shown in the cachet. The rest of 
the journey was to be by surface route. As air mail became more 
available after the war the cachets dropped out of use. They are 
not seen after the mid 1950s. 

PAR AVION 
JUSOU'A __ 

This is the usual type of design. 
"Jusqu'a" means "as far as" or "up 
to". The originating office would 
normally have completed the 
instruction in script, although 
sometimes cachets are seen with the 
country (or town) printed in. 

As the author acknowledges, these markings are scarce on mail from 
Egypt. The only illustration I can offer is the one below. It was 
shown to me by John Revell (ESC 78). 

-· ~. 

... ·.· }.": · 

JACQUES ·MANHES 
-.... 
\ 

-;~;: . 
. .. 

y < 
. ~ ,.· : . 

. 
Service LE 

---------------------

\= . 

En ea~ de non reclamation dans le 3 jours retourner a I; Bait~ Postale 2087 : LE CAI RE .. .. . . - ·-- : - -.. ..... - ....... -. . . 
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The rate of 2 7. mills is a mystery since at this time it should 
have been 25 mills (10 + 15). Perhaps the sender thought that 
as the only Air Mail stamp available was the 27 mills value, 
this should have been the correct rate. The cachet reads 
"JUSQU'EN" rather than Jusqu'a. The EN also means "to" and 
substitutes for A when the following word begins with a vowel. 

The route of this letter is interesting, the backstamps being 
Alexandria 21.111.31, Berlin 25.3.31 and Clermont Ferrand 
27.3.31. The Imperial Airways route for mail was: by air to 
Athens, by train to Nish in Serbia and then by air to Belgrade 
- Budapest - Nuremberg - Cologne - London. Passengers 
travelled by train from Athens to Paris until May 1931. The 
route was then changed so that travel was by air to Genoa via 
Athens and then by train to Paris. This cover must have been 
off loaded at one of the German airports, travelling by train 
to its destination via Berlin. 

Will members please advise us (with illustrations) of any 
covers they have with "JUSQU'A" or "JUSQU'EN" cachets. 

While discussing recent air mail publications, Frank Jones of 
the British Aerophilatelic Association has written a book 
called "Etiquettes Par Avian- By Air Mail", 55pp, £12.50. It 
is also worldwide in scope with many illustrations of air mail 
etiquettes and two pages in colour. It is a worthwhile 
addition to the library of anyone interested in air mails. 

Corrections. 

p.130 

P.135 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . 

QC No. 168 Mar 1994 

R. Bloomer (ESC 435) 

Wedding Stamp. line 3 should read :-
The Wedding Stamp of 20 Jan. 1938 ........... . 
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LETTERS 

Transatlantic Service from Lagos 1945 

Sir, I read with interest John Sears' article Air Mail Jottings No. 
9 (QC No. 168, Mar 1994, p . l29). I do not know whether the cachet 
is commercial or official. However "Merchant Airmen" published by 
the British Government in 1946 provides clear evidence of the 
existence of a BOAC transatlantic route from Lagos-Bathurst via 
South America to the USA. This publication1 details the purchase 
from the USA in 1941 of three Boeing 314A flying-boats. The 
following paragraphs from pages 155 and 156 give informative 
details of the service provided and of the routes followed by these 
aircraft. 

"They were bought primarily in order to strenghen the route 
between Britain and West Africa. It was to be found, however, 
that they needed certain engineering overhauls after every 120 
hours' flying. Since servicing of the Boeings is highly 
specialised, and draws on some 14,000 different spare parts 
which must be bought from a number of different firms in 
America - and since no facilities existed in wartime Britain 
for such intricate work - the aircraft were flown back to the 
United States for overhaul after each shuttle between Britain 
and West Africa. In this way grew up an intermittent trans­
atlantic service, the only one Britain flew in 1941 with 
flying-boats. Obviously the aircraft did not make the 
journeys empty. They carried to full capacity Government 
freight, mail and passengers, but those who travelled in the 
Boeings were only those whom the Government wished to travel 
to help the war effort, and they travelled free". 

The three Boeings were named Bristol, Berwick and Bangor. The 
first of them, Bristol, was handed over to British airmen in April 
1941 . 

"Until October Bristol, Berwick and Bangor flew from Britain to 
West Africa on the route Foynes, Lisbon, Bathurst and Lagos. 
After each homeward journey to Britain, they made return flights 
from Foynes to Baltimore via Newfoundland. Thus they alternated 
a return trip to West Africa with a two-way crossing of the 
Atlantic. 
But in winter the direct route over the Atlantic was no longer 
feasible for flying-boats. Even discounting the force of winter 
gales from the west, the waters at Botwood froze over. Captain 
Rogers therefore took one of the Boeings across the South 
Atlantic, and surveyed the winter route which they all followed 
until Botwood was clear of ice the following summer. These 
routes formed a kind of round tour in a series of loops. After 
engineering overhaul at Baltimore, the Boeings flew through 
Bermuda and Lisbon to Foynes: then ~outh, via Lisbon and 
Bathurst to Lagos: then north to Bathurst: then they struck 
out westwards across the South Atlantic, via Belem in Brazil, 
and through Trinidad to Bermuda to fetch up once' more at 
Baltimore". 

A footnote indicates that later the Boeings flew to Poole rather 
than Foynes. A later sentence (p.165) reads "The Boeings flew­
as they still fly - stolidly over the course returning each time 
for servicing ..... at Baltimore". The phrase (underlined above) 
in the present tense seems to indicate that the routes were still 



155 

being flown at the time that the document was written, ie 1945 or 
1946. The existence of th~ route in the winter of 1945/46 is 
confirmed by Norman Clowes' remarks. BOAC withdrew its Boeing 314 
flying-boats from the transatlantic service on March 7th, 1946. 

It is possible to interpret the cachet in two different ways -
either a) all the way by BOAC or b) by BOAC from Cairo to Lagos and 
then by transatlantic air mail to the USA (regardless of the air 
company). I do not think that it is possible to state whether the 
cover was carried across the Atlantic by BOAC or PANAM without 
detailed knowledge of time-tables and the location of the US 
censor . 

The Cairo-Lagos route was established before the war. It was much 
in demand during the war in the desert. It lost much of its 
significance for the war effort in 1943, but was still of 
importance for supplies to India via Asmara. I think that BOAC was 
still operating the route in 1945 . 

I do not know whether U.S. Foreign Air Mail Route 22 was still 
operating in 1945. A survey had already been made in 1942 for a 
direct flight from North America to Cairo by Boeing 307 'planes. 
Two were allocated to this route by Military Transport Command, but 
I do not know whether mail was carried. 

Viben 54, 
DK 6270 T0nder, 
Denmark. 

E. Menne Larsen (ESC 170) 

Reference 

1. Merchant Airmen - The Air Ministry Account of British Ci vi l 
Aviation, 1939-1944. Ministry of Information. 
His Majesty's Stationery Office, London, 1946. 

John Sears comments: -

I am most grateful for this information. I have obtained a copy of 
the book to which Mr. Larsen refers. As can be seen from the 
routes quoted in his letter there is no mention of Miami. I 
therefore tend to the view that it was flown by an American • 
carrier, at least from Lagos to its destination, because of the 
Miami transit markings. Certainly it could have travelled by BOAC 
as far as Lagos. 

I have also had a letter from ' Mr. Ian McQueen (of OPAL) who shares 
my interest in cancelled Air Mail Markings. He sent me a photocopy 
of a cover bearing the same chachet sent to the same addressee and 
from the same sender as that shown in the article. The franking is 
the same and the transit and arrival marks correspond exactly. 
However the Alexandria cancellation is dated 27 FE 45 - one week 
later. What a coincidence! 
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Return to Sender Cachets 

Sir, Although I suspect that more information will come from 
Egyptian members, I am tempted to comment on the 1961 letter and 
its cachets described by Anton Jansen (QC No. 168, Mar 1994, 
p.136). 

Over the years I have built up a substantial collection of mail 
addressed to individuals on named ships, be they crew members or 
passengers. It is not surprising that many items are addressed to 
various shipping agents at Port Said. In the 'Appendix to Lloyd's 
Register Book' for 1950 there is a list of telegraphic addresses 
which includes Giulio De Castro & Co., PO Box 262, Port Said, the 
address to which the letter was sent. This leads me to infer that 
that firm was a shipping agent with Italian connections. 
Presumably they were quite used to receiving mail for individuals 
on their principals' vessels passing through Port Said and various 
delays no doubt led to many letters missing the boat. In the case 
in point, there was no ship named, hence the comment at the foot of 
the cover - in English as being more likely to be understood than 
Italian. 

I suggest that the large trilingual cachet was applied by 
G. De Castro & Co, that the black 'RETOUR' and 'NON RECLAME' marks 
were the work of the Egyptian Post Office and the the violet 
'Retour' was part of the return-to-sender procedure in Germany. 

20 Ogden Drive, 
Lakeside, 
Cardiff CF2 6LL, 
U.K. 

Norman Clowes (ESC 349) 

Unrecorded Flaw on the 30 mills of 1953 

Normal Flaw 

Sir, I have noticed a small flaw on the 30 mills mosque value of 
1953. This flaw consists of a white spot like a small additional 
cloud about 2 mm right of the minaret and below the letter T in 
EGYPTE. I now have four examples of this flaw. Unfortunately I 
have not got whole sheets of this value, but perhaps other members 
will be able to locate its position in the sheet. 

S:t Larsgatan 38c 
S-582 24 LINKOPING 
Sweden 

Lars Alund {ESC 105) 
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Interpostal Seals - Merlander, Barckhausen and Koch 

Sir, "Die Admi nistrationsmarken Aegyptens" is the title of an 8 
page pamphlet in German on the subject of interpostal seals . 
Presumably published in 1890 , · the title translates as "The 
Administration Stamps of Egypt", and it was "a free publication 
during the e xhibition of these stamps by G. Koch in Cairo (Egypt)" . 
The ESC library possesses a copy of this interesting pamphlet , as 
well as a fairly good translation of it into English . 

No individual other than G. Koch is mentioned in the pamphlet, and 
at the end there is a referenc e "Philatelist 1890 No. 2" . This 
refers to an article in "Der Philate list " , the journal of the 
International Society of Philatelists at Dresden , in the second 
issue of 1890 which is dated 1 Fe bruary. I have obtained a copy of 
this article through the kind offices of the Philatelic Department 
of the British Museum, and I can state that a) the article in "Der 
Philatelist" is written by Ludwig Merlander of Alexandria (th i s 
name is not unknown to me - I hav e s e en it on a number of Egyptian 
covers), and b) e xcept for a few mi nor and one major change, the 
Koch pamphlet is a reprint of the Merlander article. 

The minor changes include the correction of some typographical 
errors, a modification of the stateme nt concerning Kehr Type III 
proofs, the addition of t wo more offices to those under Kehr Type 
VIIA, and the addition of t wo fu r ther Ty pes to the list of 
interpostals of the General Admi n istration. The maj o r change i s i n 
a pair of short consecutiv e paragra phs, as shown below: 

MERLANDER 

Translation: 

KOCH 

Translation: 

D ie Fcetstell ung dc r AnEgabezeit er fo lg te 
bei den !i lt csten E mrni ssionen au f Gru nd der 
Durchsicht eine r grii oEcren Anz:.th! ges temp el­
ter Excmpla re ; die Ang:.tb en i.ib~:r die Ze it 
dcr ~p:itc r e n A uog a bc n ve rdank e ich der 
G i.i te des H crro L . Barckh:.tusen , welche r 
~ c it lan gcu J ab rcn im Han se \' . P cnass on 
th:it ig is t. , 

D ie S tcine zu den a lten Emi:;siouen be­
stchcn nicht mebr ; si e sin d b ci de m im J a hre 
J87ts sta tt geha btcn Brande dc r gen:1 nn tcn 
li tbogra ph ischcn A m ta l t , untergegan;!"en. 

The date of issue of t he older issues was determined 
by e xamining a large number of post - mar ked e x a mpl e s; 
for i ssu e da tes of the later is s ues, I am indebted 
to the kindness of Mr. L. Barckhausen, wh o has been 
with the f irm of V. Pe nasson for a long time . 
The stones for the old issues no longer e x ist; they 
perished in the fi re which occured in the year of 
1878 in the fo re-me ntioned lithographic works . 

Die F es tstellung rl e r Ausgabezeit erfo lgte b ei den a l teste n 
Emissio nen a uf Gruncl dc r lJ urchsicht ein er g rosseren An za hl gc­
s tcrnp cltcr E xc mp lar e. 

Die S tcine zn den al tcn Emiss ione n bes teh en ni cht meb r ; sic sind 
bei dem im Jabro I H7ts stattgehab tcn Bran de dcr lith og rapbis chen A ns tul t 
vo n V. P enasso n un torgegangcu. 

The dat e o f issue o f the olde r issue s was determined 
by e xamining a l a rge number of post-mar ked e x ampl e s . 
The stones f or the old issues no longe r e x ist; they 
p e r i she d in the fi r e which occurred in the y ear of 
1 8 78 in t h e fo r e-menti o ned l i thographic work s of 
V. Penasson 

.. 
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This sinister excision of Barckhausen (Penasson's lithographer, 
whose name is usually spelt Barkhausen) is little short of a 
philatelic crime. One can only conclude that Koch intended to give 
readers of his pamphlet the impression that he was its author, and 
to this end he deliberately and cynically omitted the names of both 
Merlander and Barckhausen. 

The ESC library now has a copy of the Merlander article, and 
perhaps henceforth we can treat the Koch pamphlet as the slightly 
modified reprint that it is . 

Stonecroft, Leafy Lane, 
Rudloe, Corsham, 
Wiltshire, SN13 OLE, 
U.K. 

Tony Schmidt (ESC 198) 

Inverted Watermarks-1953/56 Definitives 

Sir, I have recently found a copy of the 50 mills value of the 
1953/56 issue (SG no 428, Ze no 228) with inverted watermark. This 
variety has not been recorded previously as far as I am aware. 
Some years ago I found the 100 mills value (SG 429, Ze 229) with 
inverted watermark. I have three copies of this last mentioned 
variety, probably emanating from the same correspondence. 

To date the following values of this issue have been found with 
inverted watermark, viz: 

4 mills (SG 417, Ze 271a) 1 

10 mills (SG 419, ze 219b) 2 

(defense) 
30 mills (SG 423, Ze 223a) 3 

50 mills (SG 428, Ze 228) Now recorded 
100 mills (SG 429, Ze 229) Now recorded 

A closer look may reveal other values of this issue with inverted 
watermark. It seems unlikely that only I should be lucky enough to 
have such varieties amongst his duplicates. 

S:t Larsgatan 38c 
S-582 24 LINKOPING 
Sweden 

1. L'Orient Philat. 

2. L'Orient Philat. 

3. L'Orient Philat. 

Lars Alund (ESC 105) 

References 

No. 91, (Jul) 1955, p.143. 

No. 93, (Oct) 1955, p.276. 

No. 96, (Oct/Jan) 1955/6, p.471. 
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Ad Hoc Conference to improve the Catalogue Listings 
of Dates of Issue 

Sir, The annual national convention and exhibition of the American 
Philatelic Society is scheduled for August 18th to 21st, 1994, in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania . I am organizing a conference of members 
of the Circle and others interested in Egyptian philately to deal ~ 

with the many inaccuracies and uncertainties in the dates of issue 
(and in some cases, obsolescence) of Egyptian stamps. The precise 
day and venue within the convention will be set later. Those who 
cannot attend, but have data to contribute , are urged to send it to 
me beforehand; photocopies are ideal, but information in any form 
would be welcomed! The following Table lists the principal 
questions. Postmark dates where there is a question mark are 
requested. 

ISSUE EARLIEST ISSUE EARLIEST 
1869: 1923-4: 

lOpa violet ? Any dates earlier than SG 
20pa bright green ? 1927-37: 

1874/5: lm ? 
Spa ? 2m ? 
lOpa ? 3m pale brown ? 
lOp ? green ? 
lpt ? deep brown ? 
2pt ? 4m green ? 
2~pt ? brown ? 
Spt ? Sm ? 1879 Provs: lOm ? 
5pa/2~pt ? 13m ? 
10pa/2~pt ? 15m blue ? 1881: purple ? lOpa claret ? 20m blue (small) ? 1906: blue (large) ? 4m ? 

1921-2 
olive ? 

40m ? lm ? SOm ? 2m ? lOOm ? 3m ? 200m ? 4m ? 
Sm ? 

lOm ? 
15m SG 96 ? 
15m SG 97 ? 
20m ? 
50m ? 
lOOm ? 

ISSUE EARLIEST LATEST 
1886 DUE lOpa ? ? 

20pa ? ? 
lpt ? ? 
2pt ? ? 

1888 DUE 2m ? ? 
Sm ? ? 
lpt ? ? 
2pt ? ? 
Spt ? ? 

1889 DUE 2m ? 
4m ? 
lpt ? 
2pt ? 

lists 

~ 



ISSUE 
1905 DUE 
1927 DUE 

3m/2pt 
EARLIEST 

? 

Any dates earlier than SG lists . 
"1918" DUE 

Sideways 
1921 DUE 

wmk. 

1893 OFFICIAL 
Sideways wmk . 

1913 OHHS 
1915 OFFICIAL 

2m 
4m 

5m 

Any dates 
2m green 
2m red 
4m red 
4m green 

lOm blue 
red 

1922-3 OFFICIAL (OHEMS) 
lm 
2m 
3m 
4m 
5m 

lOm blue 
lOm lake 
15m SG 0118 

SG 0119 
50m 

1923-4 OFFICIAL 

earlier 
? 
? 
? 
? 
? 
? 

? 
? 

? 
? 
? 

? 
? 
? 
? 
? 
? 
? 
? 
? 
? 

Any dates earlier than SG lists . 

811 Mount Pleasant Avenue 
Ann Arbor 
Michigan 48103, USA 

LATEST 

than 1915 . 
? 
? 
? 
? 
? 
? 

? 

P . A.S . Smith (ESC 74) 

Army Post 3 mills 1936 - Date of issue. 
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Sir, Recent catalogues of Stanley Gibbons give 9 November 1936 
as the date of the 3 mills green Army Post issue. However, 
Hobbs 1 in his definitive work gives the date as 1 December 
1936. Can anyone clarify this situation? 

9A, Melanie Place, 
Orewa, Hibiscus Coast, 
New Zealand. 

Reference 

Peter F. Goodwin (ESC 297) 

1. Hobbs, J.E.O . British Forces in Egypt, Postal Service 
1932-40, 2nd Edition, 1984, p.68. 
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Montreal 1976 - XXI Olympiad Labels 

Sir, I have recently acquired a set of multicoloured labels in 
blocks of 4 as illustrated below. There are six values. Two of 
the blocks are se-tenant. All are inscribed "Montreal 1976" and 
"XXI Olympiad" and are designated in MLS (not mills). No country 
name is shown. 

They have been described to me as labels produced by Egypt to sell 
in Canada to defray their Olympic team expenses - but the Canadians 
refused to allow this. Is this information correct? Where were 
they printed and how were they to be sold and at what price? Any 
information will be welcomed . 

I am writing in similar vein to Mark Dorman of the Cinderella Club . 

Flat 4, Ravine Court, G. A. Jeyes (ESC 293) 
Meriden Close, Canford Cliffs , 
Poole, Dorset , BH13 7JU, 
U.K . 

5MLS MONTREA L 1976 

15MLS 

X 
>: 

s 
"' l:Y.JliiR.''l'~=~=-- 7 

15MlS 

5MLS ~10:-iT!lEA I. 1976 i 

15MLS 

15MLS 

MO:"TRE A L 1976 i ~ 1 0:-.iTREAL 19<6 i 

25MLS MONT REAL 1976 

25 MLS ~ I ONT!lf:A L 1976 f 25 MLS 

MO NTHEA L 1!176 

~10NTHEAL 1!171; :· 10MLS 

20 MLS 

Fig. 1. The labels are 
perf. 11 and without 
watermark.The illustrations 
are reduced to 64% of normal 
size. 

~10NTR EAL 1976 i ~ 10NTREAL 1976 ~10:-iTREAL 1976 t 

20 MLS 20 MtS 

~~·~~ ~ ~ - --
~ - ~ 

1i: ~fit 

i\IO NT!lEAL 197G 

MO NT HEAL 1971; 

~IONTHEAL 197!; 

X 
>: -
0 
r . 
~ ~ 

c 
r 

~ 
> 

:110NTREA L 197G ' 

: MONTREA L 1976 t ~10NTllEAL 1976 ~10 NTREAL 1976 t :1 10NTR E.-\L W/6 ' 
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Question Time 113- Soldiers' Cafe Cairo/Free/ . . ... /F 

Sir, I cannot answer specifically the question posed by Dennis 
Clarke {QC No. 153, Mar 1990, p.l5). However I have recently 
obtained a Tuck's oilette postcard (No. 9631) which has a 
c.d.s. of Cairo of 14.II.l6 superimposed on an oval cachet 

- MILITARY RECREATION/FREE/ ... ... /E in pinkish red. Since the 
, SOLDIERS CAFE is lettered 'F' I wonder if there was a series 

of these 'FREE' marks. Can other members comment? 

The illustration is from a tracing of the card , and shows the 
size and details. 

9A Melanie Place , 
Orewa, Hibiscus Coast, 
New Zealand . 

Peter F . Goodwin {ESC 297) 

Cercle Khedivial 

Sir, I have a cover bearing a 1 pi. blue of 1884 
used from Alexandria to London on 23 IV 88. The 
back flap bears a red embossed crest of the "Cercle 
Khedivial" . What was the "Cercle" - a social or 
sporting club perhaps? 

Flat 4, Ravine Court, 
Meriden Close, Canford Cliffs , 
Poole, Dorset, UK , BH13 7JU . 

G. Alan Jeyes (ESC 293) 

Forgeries: 1866 lOpi. "Die Proof " 

Sir, In an October 1993 mail auction this description 
appeared: "1866 Single die proof on gummed paper of 
the lOpi slate blue, two very large margins, Se. 6, 
S.G. 7, rare". I was able to examine this intriguing 
and previously unknown item. It was easily 
recognizable as a "Salama" forgery. These have been 
minutely describedfor all values by Chafter in two 
articles in L' Orient Philatelique. 1 '

2 The features 
of the lOpi. forgeries are detailed on pages 213 -226 
of the second article. The back of one of the E's has 
no gouge, neither numeral 1 is tapered, the centres 
of both numerals 0 are simple ovals (not distorted as 
is one of them on genuine stamps), and the vowel mark 
above the middle of the bottom part of the overprint is 
comma-shaped with a long, thin, nearly horizontal tail . What 
is new is that this is not one of the final forgeries, for 

162 



163 

they were printed on a residue of the genuine , watermarked 
paper, in sheets. This item is on unwatermarked paper, and 
the enormous margins at the top and bottom show that it did 
not come from a sheet, but possibly from a horizontal strip, 
if not printed as a single impression. It is thus presumably 
either a die proof used by Salama, or a proof of an original 
stone in the form of a strip (of unknown length) prepared by 
Salama in the process of building up his printing stone . 

811 Mount Pleasant Avenue 
Ann Arbor 
Michigan 48103, USA 

References 

1. Chafter, I. 

2 . Chafter, I. 

P.A . S . Smith (ESC 74) 

The Forgeries "Salama" of the 1866 
Issue . 
L'Orient Philat . No . 
p.105 . 

(Apr) 1972, 

The Forgeries "Salama" of the 1866 
Issue. 
L'Orient Philat. No . 126, (Jan) 1973, 
p.213 - 226 . 

ESC Expert Committee 

Sir, I know that the Circle has an Expert Committee. Could 
you furnish me with further details about this. Whom should I 
contact and what are the costs? 

Churchillweg 114, 
6706 AE Wageningen, 
Netherlands. 

Reply from Peter Andrews 

Anton J . Jansen (ESC 383) 

I am the Chairman of the Expert Committee of the ESC. I will 
happily deal with any enquiries related to items on which an 
opinion is required and I collaborate with members or others 
who have expert knowledge on a particular subject . 

The cost depends on the difficulty of forming an opinion and 
the number of people (and the related postage costs) when it 
is necessary to consult . The minimum charge for members is l2 
sterling plus postage. Should there be a possibility of an 
extended examination period or e x c e ssive cost the owner would 
be informed and asked if the costs are acceptable . 

51 Elizabeth Road, Moseley , 
Birmingham, Bl3 BQH , UK . 

Peter Andrews (ESC 122) 

.. 

.. . 


