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NEW ISSUES

C.E.H. Defriez (ESC 172)

All stamps are printed in lithography by Postal Printing House, A.R.
Egypt, and without watermark unless noted otherwise.

Commemorative Stamps
Occasion

SG1915
"Reading for All"
Summer Festival

Date of issue 15th June 1994

Designer Waheeb Farag
Design Library books and

family
Denomination 15 Piastres
Sheet 50 (5 x 10)
Dimensions 50 x 30 mm
Perforation 13
Quantity 500,000

SG1917

Occasion

SG1916
75th Anniversary of
the International
Labour Organization
28th June 1994

Cog-wheels and hands
holding spanners
15 Piastres

50 (10 x 5)
30 x 50 mm
i

SG1918

United Nations International Conference on

Population and Development, Cairo

Date of issue

= = = = = = J5th September 199¢ - = = -~ - -

Designer Lotfy E1 Sawaf Ibrahim E1 Tahtawi

Design Conference and Emblems and Pharaonic
United Nations emblems murals

Denomination 15 Piastres (postage) 80 Piastres (air mail)

Sheet 50 (5 x 10) 50 (10 x 5)

Dimensions 50 x 30 mm 30 x 50 mm

Perforation 13 13

Quantity 500,000 300,000

AIR MAIL SG1725a SG1727a SG1728 SG1729

Occasion = I Air Mail Stamps - - - - - = = =

(Additions to the series first reported in Q.C.

No. 157, March 1991 issue)

Date of issue 25th 20th 25th 20th

February 1991 July 1991 February 1991 July 1991
Designer S B Sl B S Each: Ibrahim El1 Torky - - - - - -
Design Islamic Plate with Islamic wooden Plate with

lantern gazelle motif balcony fluted edge
Denomination 45 Piastres 65 Piastres 70 Piastres 85 Piastres
Sheet B = o omm e e Bach 50 {10 x B) = = = = & =2 =5 = = =
Dimensions o e e RS = Each 26 x 43 mm - - - - - - - - - -
pPerforation @ - - - - - - - - --Each 11 x 11} - - = = = = = = - - -
Quantity =

Supplementary

- - - - - - - Each printed in Rotogravure
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LETTERS
Suez to Brazil through the British P.0O. in 1875

Kurt Wolfsbauer (ESC 197) has kindly submitted a most unusual
cover from the British post office in Suez. Since it is the
only one of its kind that I know of, it merits special
comment. The letter was sent from Suez to Greville Douglas,
in care of the British Legation in Rio de Janeiro, on November
23rd, 1875. Although it is marked "to be forwarded",
forwarding was apparently not necessary. There are no
backstamps, but there is a LONDON/PAID transit mark in red
dated 5 DE 75. The franking consists of six copies of the 4d.
vermilion, and one copy each of the 2id lilac and the id
brown- red making a total of 2/3d.
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At that date, the UPU (as the GPU) was already in existence,
and Great Britain was a founding member. However, Brazil was
not yet a member (and would not be until 1877). The postage
rate for this letter thus falls outside the uniform UPU
scales. How can one rationalize the charge of 2/3d? There
seem to be two possibilities, each of which involves
unverifiable assumptions.

One possibility is that the letter weighed between 1 oz. and
11 oz.. for which the postage from GB to Brazil was 2/3d, with
an ostensible beginning date of 1lst December 1875. Although
this is the reported date, actual effect might have been
earlier (the date of the letter is only one week before, and
it is not implausible that the notice of the new rate would
have been sent out somewhat in advance). To accept this
explanation, one would also have to assume that after the
formation of the GPU, effective 1lst July 1975, the rate from
the British P.O.s in Egypt became the same as those from GB.

The other possibility is that the letter weighed beween 3 oz.
and 1 oz. and came under the rate system that was in effect
from 1866: 1/- per 3 oz. from GB to Brazil. A letter of that
weight from Egypt to GB would have cost 5d., which included
inland carriage in Britain. 1If one may assume that the inland
portion of 1d. for each half ounce was deducted from the
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It would be interesting to hear if anyone has a better
explanation. Regardless of the rate, this must be a rare
cover, for surely there was very little mail sent from Egypt
to Brazil in those days. 1In fact, this is the only cover from
a British P.O. in Egypt to any South American destination that
I have heard of. Can any reader tell us of another?

811 Mount Pleasant Avenue, P.A.S. Smith (ESC 74)
Ann Arbor,
Michigan 48103, USA.

A 1923 "Special Service" Cover

Several months ago Charles Hass sent me a photocopy of the cover
illustrated below. He said that it was the first one he had found
in many years of hunting and collecting and asked if I knew
anything about it. It is a cover, bearing the unusual postage rate
of 20 mills, from Heliopolis to Lebanon with a manuscript "By
Special Service" and its Arabic equivalent in red pencil and with a
bilingual "Special Service" hand stamp in black. It is dated 12

September 1923.

S

S ST ‘ - —— - ' ‘
Needless to say I knew nothing about it but fortunately had access
to extracts from the Egyptian Government’s Journal Officiel which

gave me the complete answer as follows:-

1923 April 23. Journal No. 43, page 7

"The Postmaster-General announces that from April 23 ordinary and
registered correspondence for Beyrout only may be despatched by way
of Qantara-Haifa and thence by motor service to Beyrout.
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Correspondence despatched by this rapid postal service, posted in
Alexandria before 3.30 p.m. and Cairo before 5.30 p.m. will arrive
in Haifa the following day at 12.45 p.m. and will be immediately
reforwarded thence by car arriving at Beyrout by 6 p.m. on the same
day.

The rates for this special route are:-
(1) The usual postage;
(2) A special charge of 5 milliemes per unit of 20 grammes or
fraction of 20 grammes.

The words "By Special Service" must be indicated in red ink upon
the address-side of every letter for inclusion in the special mail;
correspondence not fully prepaid as above will be forwarded by sea.
The Transport Company accepts responsibility within the customary
postal limits for loss of registered correspondence except in the
case of loss by brigandage.

The service for Haifa to Beyrout is daily, Sundays excepted".

1923 April 26. Journal No. 44 page 7

"The Postmaster -General announces with reference to the recent
notice published in the press concerning the special service for
the rapid despatch of ordinary and registered letters to Beyrout
via Qantara-Haifa that the itinerary has been altered as follows:-

Correspondence posted in Alexandria before 3.30 p.m. and in Cairo
before 5.30 p.m. will arrive in Haifa the following day at 9.30
a.m. and the time of arrival in Beyrout will be at 3 p.m.".

1923 May 3. Journal No. 48 page 7

"The Postmaster-General announces that registered and unregistered
correspondence for the whole of Syria and the Lebanon will be
accepted for despatch by the special motor service between Kantara
and Haifa, particulars of which have already been published in
these columns".

1924 February 4. Journal No. 12 page 6

"The Postmaster-General announces that as the contract with the
Nairn Transport Company, whose motor cars were utilised for the
transport of mails between Haifa and Beyrout, expired on January 31
1924, the special fee hitherto collected from the public on
correspondence for Syria and the Lebanon will not be levied with
effect from that date.

All correspondence for Syria and the Lebanon will be despatched
daily (except Sundays) by way of Qantara-Haifa and thence by motor
cars of the Syrian Postal Authorities without any surcharge as from
the above date, in accordance with the arrangements made to that
effect with the Syria and Palestine Post Offices".

The usual postage defined in the above regulations was the foreign
postage of 15 mills for up to 20 grammes plus 10 mills for every 20
grammes or part in excess thereof. The postage on a letter of 20
grammes or less to be conveyed by this service was therefore 15
mills plus 5 mills special charge, i.e. 20 mills - the rate shown
on the cover.
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The service for which the special charge was made operated from 23
April 1923 to 31 January 1924, a period of just over 9 months and
covers carried must be scarce. It would be interesting to know if
any other member of the Circle has, or has seen, any similar covers
so that a proper record can be made of those covers which still
exist.

12, Browning Drive, Winchester, W.C. Andrews (ESC 132)
Hampshire, S022 5AR, UK.

Variety of Postal Stationery Envelope H&G 43

While browsing through a pile of covers the other day, I came
across a copy of the postal stationery envelope H&G 43.
Although it was scruffy and the end of the envelope had been
roughly torn off, I purchased it since it was not expensive
and I did not have a used example.

While preparing to mount it I started to make pencilled notes
on the album page to assist in the future writing up but found
that I could not decipher the date on the cds cancelling the
stamp, nor a second one struck on the envelope next to it.
Fortunately there were backstamps since part of the
"scruffiness’ was due to the fact that the recipient could
apparently not be found and the letter had been returned to
the sender, although there was no cachet to this effect. Of
seven backstamps, six were quite legible, giving a date of
September 1966. However on checking this item against my
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listing I found that the H&G date description was 1967. So
how had this envelope come to be used in 19667?

————
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~back (upper half)
Further comparison with unused examples of this envelope and
the previous issue (1965) confirmed that this was indeed the
stamp with the uncoloured text and value. It also had the
identical Arabic text on the flap as on the 1967 issue.
However my notes indicated that the 1967 issue had the

multiple eagle watermark whereas this cover had a blue
geometrical design inside without watermark!

What are we to make of this envelope? Firstly, it must be
genuine having started its journey in Cairo (cancelling stamp)
with backstamps of Cairo A 10.9.66-20, Alexandria T 11.9.66-
10, E1 Mandara (on the Alexandria-Edfina line) 12.9.66-8,
Alexandria 12.9.66-20, and finally Cairo D 13.9.66-20 (two
strikes) and appears to have been roughly torn open to find
the senders address, since it was not on the reverse.

Secondly, it coincides with the 1967 description of the
envelope and the stamp design and has an identical Arabic
inscription (the 1965 and 1967 inscriptions are slightly
different) but with the blue geometric design instead of a
watermark.

Could this be an interim printing with the new imprinted stamp
on left-over paper of the previous issue and does it require a
revision of the catalogue listing? I would be pleased to hear
from anyone who has a copy of this envelope (with date of
usage if used) or anyone who can shed light on the issue date
or circumstance under which it was issued.

51 Elizabeth Road, Mosely, Peter Andrews (ESC 132)
Birmingham, B13 8QH, UK.

Continental Hotel, Cairo - Six types of HC 1 Postmark

When I inherited the Hotels study from the late "Jim" Benians, I
took for granted that the illustrations of the postmarks supplied
with the study included all of those known to that date. I set
them aside for study when there was time. Now Betty Watterson’s
recent query (QC XV No. 171, Dec. 1994, p.217) has forced a
reappraisal. Immediately it became clear that though Benians
listed dates for three subtypes of the earliest Continental Hotel
mark HC 1, la and 1b, he illustrated only Type la (without the T in
the duty), which was erroneously labelled Type 1'. The illustration
was taken from a master drawing now in my possession. However the
master drawing for the actual Type I was also passed to me, though
not illustrated in the article, and it has all the characteristics
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Watterson describes for her "unrecorded" mark. The date-slug bars
are 5 mm. apart instead of 3.5 mm. on the illustrated "Type 1", the
letters of CAIRO are clearly bigger, and the P of Post stands
directly above the N of Continental, and not above the I. Slight
differences in diameter are not easy to clarify. Both types are
shown in Fig. 1.

AR
OPDST OFFICEO
CONTINENTAL HOTEL

27MRQOO 11

POST OFFILE
CINTINENTAL HOTEL

21 DE 91 TIv

Fig. 1 Master drawings of
HC1l and HCla from the Hotels

studys record.

So we have two clearly distinguished types, with wide and narrow
date-slug bars: they are patently different handstamps. But that
is not the end of the story. Further examination of my collection
(limited though it is in this area) reveals that both of these have
sub-types depending on the treatment of the date indicators. That
with wide bars, for instance, is recorded with both European (FE,
MR etc) month indicators and with Roman (I, VII etc), but always
with a T for the duty. The narrow-bars type, however, has European
month indicators with and without T for the duty; and Roman month
slugs with and without the T. So instead of three sub-types as
originally listed we have six, as below (retaining old type numbers
as they are well established):

Type HC1 (old 1, narrow bars, with T) 12 DE 91 2 FE 02
lc (new, narrow bars, no T) 12 FE 97 27 MR 00
14 (new, narrow, Roman, with T) 30- I 00
le {new, narrow, Roman, no T) 16 I 00
la (old, wide bars, with T) 14 DE 91 26 FE 94
1b (old, wide, Roman, with T) 18 I 94 29 I 94

The above dates for la-e inclusive are based only on my own
records. Clearly members will have more, and I should be grateful
for photocopies. Especially interesting would be a sight of the
original of the card illustrated in Fig. 2 which I found in
Vs = =r= B B e T — el Y4, SRR

ST YT CIT YT P T TP P i o o ST O 00 YT W N B (K0 K 000 T G B I‘-l’ll\IIAALi;EJ ]
Fig. 2 Card bearing examples of both HC1l and HClc.
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photocopy form in the study papers. It appears to carry both the
old HC1 and the new HClc, perhaps indicating inward/outward use.

109 Chadwick Road, Peckham, Mike Murphy (ESC 240)
London, SE15 4PY, UK.
Reference
1. Benians, F.W. The Proprietary Post Offices in Egypt.
Quart. Circ. IX, No. 103/104, Sep/Dec
1977, p.82.

Egypt Study Circle Certificate No. 1

I thought that members might be [
interested in details of the No. 1 Date 207 May 7939
first certificate issued by the
Study Circle. It relates to a
mint block of the 2 mills
O.H.H.S. overprint with THE EGYPT STUDY CIRCLE
"double overprint". The
certificate which was issued to
"E.F. Hart Esq.™ is dated 20th
May 1939 and signed by William |
Byam. It is interesting to note £@W¢7 S.6. 0/2¢c sl £lock o 4
that the photograph is not tied

to the certificate in any way

nor is there any attempt to

position the stamps on the

sheet. It would certainly not

be acceptable bY todays Stamps sent }.)YA E,/'—./f'/r/’ff/.
standards. of which a photograp}: is attached hereto, and are

As a matter of fact it is now d°ﬁﬁ“‘h“/7‘“¢f”"“*0 Al
doubtful whether the item mungdﬁ

represents a true double
overprint. It seems more
likely that it represents a
"kiss". However I think the
interest lies in the
certificate itself.

\VC llave uamined tI’JC CﬂClOSC(J

Flat 4, Ravine Court, Alan Jeyes (ESC 293)
Meriden Close, Canford Cliffs,
Poole Dorset, BH13 7JU, UK.

Certification by the ESC is briefly chronicled in various entries
in early QC’s. 1In the minutes of the twenty sixth meeting of the
Full Circle (sic) held on May 20th 1939 there is the following
entry: -
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"The provision of Certificates of Expertisation was discussed and
it was decided that the Keeper of the Record should have these
prepared". The Keeper of the Record, A.S. Mackenzie-Low (ESC 2)
must have acted with the utmost speed and efficiency in order to
produce the first certificate ready for issue on the same day! The
minutes of the next meeting on July 22nd 1939 state:- '
"Certificates of Expertisation. It was agreed that if stamps are
passed as genuine, the Chairman should sign the certificate. If
passed as Forgeries the Chairman and two full members present at
the meeting should sign".

Erik Hurt (ESC 9) regqularly attended Circle meetings from the early
days and through the 1940’s. At one time he was Exchange Packet
Superintendent. He contributed regularly to the QC on a wide
variety of topics.

"A collector from boyhood, Hurt graduated from amateur to
professional philately somewhat late in life, bringing with him a
remarkable flair for the unusual. His interest lay not with the
ordinary run of catalogue varieties, but the more eclectic items
that go to the embellishment of the more advanced type of
collection ....... and he had a rare faculty for finding them out"”

(QC IV, No. 38, May 1952, p.14).

The item illustrated above clearly demonstrates his interest for
the unusual. Editor.



