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Letter Sheet, 5 Miiiiernes un Su"H. 
or :..., .<:,.,,.., 

.Jt: !l .• 

H&G no Z SpacinG 3 :Tlill 

- - --- . - _,...._ T "· 

E N VELOPPE-LETTRE 



:.;_J~ o/i: 
E NV ELOPPE-LETTRE 

.£.,. :.:: •.. : :..-

H&G no 2 Spacing 4.5 mm . 

;;_,~oft 
ENVELOPPE-LETTRE 

. ,' . 
. . ~ ... 

' ' 

H&G no 2 Spac ing 2.5 mm . 
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NEW ISSUES by C. E. H. DEFRIEZ 

ISlam~ are printed In Lilhogrophy by Postal Printing House. A.R.Egypt. without watermark unless notedl 

Commemorative Stamps S.G.I971 S.G. 1972 

Occasion 

Date of Issue 
Designer 
Design 

Denomination 
Sheet 
Stomp Dimen!!>loll!!> 
Perforation 

Quantify Printed 
Supplementary 

Occasion 

Date of Issue 
Designer 
Design 

Denomination 
Sheet 
Stamp Dimensions 

Perforation 
Quantity Printed 
Supplementary 

Occasion 

Dote of Issue 
Designer 
Design 

Denomination 

Sheet 
Stamp Dimensions 
Perforation 
Quantdy Printed 
Suppiemeniary 

lnaugurotion of New Esno Barrage 75th Anniversary of 
Egyptian Engineers Soc tely 

30th November 1995 
Lydia Furid 

20th December 1995 
lofty El Sawaf 

Dam and Ship 

15 Plastres 
.5000x51 

26x43 mm 
12.5 

Society Emblem and Mural 
Showtng Ancient Egypt10n 'Engineers· 

15 PIGStieS 

350.000 
TI\e New Barrage consis-ts of a NavgotiOn 
Lock. Power Plant. Spillway and Closure Dam 

S.G. 1973 

lydia Farid 
Youssef Wohby 

n 396-19321 Actor 

S.G. 1974 S.G. i 975 

Egyptian Arflstes 

21st December 1995 -- -- -- -- --
Wahib farog Michael Abdalbh 

Nagib El Rihony Abdel Hollim Hcfez 
11 3 91- I 9491 Comedy Actor 11 929- 1 9771 Singer 

15 Pbstresleachl -- -- -- -· --
50 no x 5l -- -- -- -- --

26x43 mm 

12.5 
2.50.000 

Post Day I 996 
li 3th Dynasty Wall ?aintingsi 

2nd January l 996 
Said Abdel Aliz 

Mural of Pharoonlc Hunting Scene 
tleft Detait 1Rght Defalt 

55 Piasfres 80 P!astres 
lAir maill 

26 x4'3 mm 
13.5x 12.5 

250.000 

I Air Matl! 

26 x41 n1m 
i3.5x i25 

250.000 
Numbers 19•17/'J were ~sued in Se-Tenant p(lirs within 

the ~heet. ~oc h poir forming ·1 compos~e df's~n 

4G x40 mm 
11 

~300.000 

S.G.l 976 

Centenary of 
Motion P!ctures 

2:'3rd December 1995 
lydkl furkJ 
'lOO' and 
pleceoftdm 
15 Piastres 
sonox5! 

26 x43 mm 
12.5 

250,000 

Women Pbying Musict1! 
:nslrumenrs and Dunc;nq 

1 00 Picstres 

MiniC!fure Sheet 
99 x :~ 1 rnm 
lmr.:-erforclt~ 

60.000 
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AIR MAIL JOTTINGS 

E I . 1 995 I f d •h . ·11 t t d . th 't ,. M . "'I r ll . . t - b 11 ... ary m . . no .!ce : .. Is cover 1.us .ra e m e 1. a ~ 1an agaz1ne 1. _o ez10n1s a t-ranco o 1, 

it was offered tor sale at Italian Lire 11,500,000. the equivalent ot approximately £ 4, 800 
sterling . The presence ot the Egyptian stamps eXt: ited my cur iosity, why was it so expensive? 

No. 4o4 " 

-
L-,/ / -

g. EBiato ?egnini 

~i~zza di S~agna 44 
( 60%) 

At the time! was lucky enough to be in correspondence with Mr C-.ermain Men tgen who lives in 
Luxembourg and is a spec ia list in the airmails ot ltaiian East A.trica, and the operations ot A.la 
Littoria in Africa in the 1930's. He seemed to be the nght person to ask and he was abie to till in 
the whole story as toilows. 

l 19"4 v · v· t ,.. I 'd ... t . ..... ... 't ,. So ,., d h ... I' d .... b " I., n 0 I l'in9 1c or r::mmanue, pai a Sta e VISit ,o , a 1an ma !tan I 1 e ,mve ,e ,nere y i1 :e 
Italian Naval ship "(;()rizia", the visit coinciding with his 65th Birthday. To mark the occasion, 
letters of greeting were flov·m from Rome , leaving at 06.20 on the 10th of November and 
arriving at Mogadishu on the ·1 Hh at 17.55, a total of 5,970 kilometers , with stops at Tobruk 
and Massawa. The crevv of three w ere received by the King when they delivered the letters 
to him. 

The plan was for the plane to return to ltaiy on tt1e 1 Hil of November, carrying mail , but due 
to a broken undercarriage t!1is did not occur . Instead the mall was car1ied aboard the 
"Gor'z''"'" ""S ~'"'r a" Port c::...,;d an ..... ~ ~ken ~n ;.,.,y 1 mo~,.;ar· A1· r " ""' ·s t ~ R,.;nd's; 1 ta a 1a ~ l .. _ •eH fU i.. G v t u 11 !t G lt . Vva y u LJ I1 1 1. 

The two Italian Somaliland stamps are S.G. 193 overprinted with a crown and "11 NOV 
1934 - Xlli/SERVIZJO AEROJSPEC lALE" , they are cancelled by the ship mark of the 
"Gorizia"- Mr ~oi1entgen tells me tt1is is the first t ime he has seen such a cover with tliis 
cancellation , \Nhich must add to its rarity. 

The franking of 53 mills Egyptian quite correctly pays for t:1e basic sutiace rate of 20 miils , 
plus registration fee of 20 mills and the A.i r Ma:! surcharge of 13 mills . Unfortunately the 
transit mark of Port Said is not verv ciear, ! i! ave no record of the 'Roma' arrival mark. The 
marks under the stamps may be til e signatures of the crevv' members . 

Once again , thanks to Gerrna ;i~ ~~~ent gen for this fascinatng story' . 

John Sears (ESC 188j 



The First Farouk Definitive Series issued 1937 and 1939 

P. Andrevvs ( ESC 122) 
(Continued trom O. .C.no. 165) 
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When the first part ot this article was published in 0 .C. no 165 ( Vo! XV fv'1arch 1993 pp . 10-22 ) 
the illustrations which were to accompany it had not been completed, but such was the 
pressure tor publication that it was decided to publish the text and leave the illustrations tor a 
iater publication. 

More time has elapsed than : would have wished since that decision but here now are the 
illustrations which it is hoped will claritY some of the points which are very ditticu!t to convey by 
word alone. 

First to the stamps themselves, described on pp .lO & 11 ot the origina l article . These wil l be well 
known to all members, consisting ot S.G. cataiogue numbers 248-258 and 27 6-283 ( Zeheri 
{Postage Stamps} catalogue numbers 127-145 ) and illustrations are included only for 
completeness. 

: w: ~VJ .•. un , ·:. 

a • ~ 
( 

.'"[ POSTES D'EGYPTE ;-r .. 

Also included for completeness are the watermark and an llustration ot the registration mark 
used on the LE 1 value to assist registration of the duty plate with the head plate ( see p 16 of the 
previous article). As noted at the end of the previous article readers are referred to an article on 
this subject by C.H.Hass, 'Guide markings on the LE1 stamp of Farouk 1945-46' ( O.C. Vol X No 6 
pl49 1979 ). 
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Make-up ot the printing sheet and perforating . 

I ! 
' i i 

I 
' H 

i 
I ' I i ' I . ' 

! 
L-...... i- 1 ' I I ' i i i i ! i ! ! ! i I I 

L~L I ! j i t ; I i i ! I ! ' . J.-L--l~H I ! I I/ ·.,I 
I I 

V \I 2 \I I I I ' I l i I ~ l ~ I I I 
! ! I\ jl I i i I 

." I 1 I I 

iTi I r--,.-1 i ' I I 
' ' ' I i i ' i I I I ! ' , ' I 

I ' i I i 
' ' I 
! I 

1'1/:!1 N:s! t 
~ ------------ --- -- !.lNP. OF FIRST CUT - - --! 
I I 

I I I I ! I ! I I I I I 
i i I i I i i l i I 

! i I ! 11 ! li I I 
' I . I ; i-i-+-+--+. -l~i--7--+--i---! I I I i ' 

i i ! I I i I 
! , i I I jl j

1
: 

l----'--+-+1 ""'""J.-.-L...l.~' -+-+--< ! I I ............... ! 

~--i--1~/ 1 a \· . .J i4+{: ! l I 2a··\Hfl' I i I 
ll _;;-1 -,---;-; , , I , . I 

~-+-_,1_:.,\ .-'-/....;.' 1-+--+--! i i i I . /! I I , 
1 ~.._,..- ! ! l ! i )---.,--! i I ! l 
. I I i I i I ! ! I ! ! I I ' 

I, . i ! ! ' i I I I I ! I 
i I i I I I i i ! i I 

i , ~~· I ~~ 'I li ' ! ,' ·~~ i i ! i i ' . 
! l I i . I I I i I i 
I ! i I I j i -

Fig. l lC!youi of the pnni1ng sheet showing the four panes 
of l 00 s!am~-s and !ine of the first cut prior to perforating 

The printed sheet comprised tour 
panes ( 2 x 2) each ot 100 stamps 
( 10 x 10 ) as shown in illustration 
Fi!J . l and was rnade up ot the two 
or iginal panes ( l and 2 l produced 
oy the step-and -repeat camera 
and the two secondcry panes ( 1 a 
..,- d '~a ' --p ''ca ... e..J ... .... __ e.~,·om ( see ,_., i L 1 i \::!' !I ' 1 U t : i \::!1 . l i I 

p . 14 ). 
!t s!:ou!d be r.ot<?d that gu ide o!n 

I 

holes v•;~ouid have been made in the 
iett and r;oht ·"ertica l marg ins and 
th 1s md :cotes that the first cut 
made to divide rhe sheet must have 
bee(, mad8 as shov·m in order to 
~eep the gu :d·2 ho:es together on 

:::e r.ext operction wou~d be to 
separate the ;Ja irs ot panes and a 
second cut wou ld have been made 
as shovvn tn illustrailon Fig. 2. At 
this point it is not ciear whether the 
separated panes 'NOuld have been 
taken to 
machines or not, !:Jut however the 
!">Orfo rat 'f nf"" "''/Q<:" ,-,., rried Q u+ fho i"'""~ f l I~;.~ y -, .J '- 'U ii• ~ lt~...:..; 

separated penes wou!d have been 
t d f t• presen e to the qer .o ra ,JnO 

machine as ind icated in illustra tion 
FiQ 3 and to present panes 2 and 
2c .:orr'€~ctly ni8Y' YVOJ \d have had 

to be i nvei~ed as shown . it can be seen theretoie that the pert() ;.J7;nJ ;:;per.Jtion ·t~ou ld produce 
(o ... ...:o 1 b'o~~... ... •nti+h +he f'"'"o··~,;n .... ~ha~ac•,.,~ •s+;cs· - ~ I ! I ! ! I ' - ~ !. I i ~ I 11 I l.J i I f.'l' 1 I~ "- i I I l to:::! i If . -

A / 4 0 

'i' blo( ks rrom pones 1 and lG 
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I ! - ·-~~~~~-,-,~~~-T-T~~~~~~~~~--~.---1 
I I I 1, ,_'. I_. I ; 

--4----!o__,....,-;,.t- -._"""-r"-' ---'----'-- I i I ~-- .. ~ ' i 

f-f-f--!~~f' l a \.~ij-·1,' -+i _J....! -·i,._· ••. Ll_J_Y 2 a····.~.: 
l l i ~ /j 1 i ; 

!----'H--+.;:..,' ' 1 i I ! · /i j I i t...,--·r 1 1 1 

' i 4 

I '..., I ! t+. 1 j 

I I I i 
i -

f j f I l 
I I ! 

i 

I ! I 
I i 

F~. 2 After cutting the two half sheets me placed together .:md a 
second cut results in four separate panes ready for perforating 

I f f i 
l ' i 

-----r 
~~~~~~--~--~~· i 

i i 
i 

U---l-L.LJ.. __ : ___ -+-----· 

j_~j_~Vo; \'~-L~ 
, ' ! r, V/! i ' : 
i-..i-...Lj..:.:.._ . .::-·~·-...J.. _, 
i ! i ! i'-T' .... 1 i i i i 

;,1 i_ i-t-r-H-·M-~ 
- ~-+--+---!-----~-··~~ 

l ! : i l ; ' ; ~ ! ; i 
, ~ ' ~ I : : 1 : l 
~~--.__..._~_..._-4 

l ~ ! i : j ; . l ; t : 

fig. :3 D1e sheet now separated into four panes of 100 stom1)!. arranged us they wouk.l need to be 
presented !o the perforoHr~g machine with the !eft ;:md r!ght :?dges of !he p:ntir;g sheet enh:r:r:g 
the perforul!ng m{l(hlne- first. lhus requiring the two right hand rxmes to be !nverled i ond producng 
mntrol blocks with peiforated edges 1. The left hcmd upright panes produce coniiOI bloc~ with 
lmperfor(lte rnmgins. Allh~ ~ft is an impression of the perforat111g head "how!ng a ~ing!e comb 

rerforaiOf ailhough 1here 5 evidence lhol o Joubie comb perfotofor wos iater u!:>ed. 
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Printing Fla'fts 

l millieme. retouch 
upper right side ot 
centre rectangle 

3 milliemes. cc!oured 

spot on tace 
4 mi!!iemes. coloured 

spot on tace 

6 milliemes. co loured 
spot on tie 

1 G milllemes. false 
etch across tace 

Boo k!et lssues 

30 mil!iemes. accent 
over .Arabic ·3· 

30 rT~ii!!emes . f!aw in top 
halt ot Europeon .3 

Sheets ot stamps designated tor the ::;ake .~ up ·Jt book!ets 'f:ere again composed of :o~Jr pa;;es 
\ 2 x 2 l but in this case each pane consisted ot only sixty stamps ( 6 .><. lO ) and on !y t'-No ot th~ 
panes had control numbers as shown !n illustration fiG . 4 . lt will be noted that rh~?. cortro1 
numbers in this case are printed vertically in the ietr lmeral margin Gnd not in the botiom 

maroin as are the Post Office sheets. 
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;~ """(li_dd c;pp8w ihoi in l'hi~ cuse ihe ;:;tinting 
sheets ·fvere d;vidc?d by a ~o~izo~ta: cvt into t"~vc 

pa~rs ot panes~ (each pa:r be:nc side by side L 
The, r,erf.--rf'1+i~"'~'"' 'f""S thAr·, ,,....,;e~ ""''" +~..-,,..,..., le++ t,-., 
·••\;;, ,... .. ; ........ \,A. il~ 1'......: ···-· ·-"- '- '-"' ·.··~·· •·'-'•'' ( ,, ~ ..... 

nght. ! !ookirg at the stan-•ps in the upright 
posit•on t across the tvvo pan% rr o s1n01e 
ope;ation, thts bt::mg oorne oui by ov panes and 
identlt!aoie biocks without cortroi number, which 
GrE:· tound always perforated tirough both the ieti 
and nght hand margins. 
Fabrication ot the booklets v1as carried out t}y 
r>j.rtrinr~ ""Ci"S "'+ 1"\e"forn+e~ 1"\nne<:: on" ahoue +hp f"'Y'-lH~ tJ ii v· t-' ~· •U• \o,A r--''-".1 - •"loo;:" ...,. -,· ill-

other ( in the case ot the f!ve mil!ieme booklets, 
sold at 120 milliemes, this would have been four 
sheets 1 with interieavmg ot waxed or advertising 
sheets of paper between adlacent sheets of 
stamps and with an upper and lower card cover·. 
The whole sandvvich wos then stitched with black 
'"''"'"'"'d +hrAa.-~ ,..+ the to''" oo..-•+·ro'"'s r'nd• ... ,..+A_.~ r·n f'I'U."'\1: Id- U \.<o 11 V! !--''-;.)01 tl I '1<-Ui-l..i I 

Fig. 5 and when sufficient units were sewn they 
were guillotined to form separate booklets. 
This method ot productton resulted m an equoi 
number ot booklets bound at the ietr and right 
\ the controi numbers aiways being in bookiets 
stitched at the left L 
lt should also be noted that since al! stamps on 
+hA pan::> we'"" · '""'"i .. <~·-+ "'he .. ,.., '"'er·nn n"" + .... +e b ............. IH- I- \~ Vl--"1-!:Jdl !lit l'=' SJ '~ lV it:::l "" '::~-UJ::'" 

1"\l"iil's b. ooklets s+itche~ nt the r'tai-:+ hana' sr'd"e ~,...,, ' t • IJ J V V ;f t ~f.''" 1.1 :.; 

Fig 4 The pnnflng sheet showing tne pone~ of 
60 slam~ iequned foi bookie! manutm:tur-2 

produced tor the tirst time booklets opening in 
the customary A.rabic manner. 

Conirol blocks ~how111g the difference belween. i ~ft 1 Post OffK:e 

counter ~heel controls. and. i 1 ight 1 booklet ~heel controis 
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Fg 5 Dogrom indk:ot ing pJsffk>ns oi sew1ng ond c ulting 
lines on the assembled booklet ;:;ones prior to c ul!ing. 

. . :(t) 
: '1" ·-­•ID . ' . . . ' 
•(I') 

: 't .__ 
" "( 

~=~~==~: ~~ I : ...... .I 
il 

~~~~=-< ! 
: I 

i.Js..:, vf r<>S<? IVE' ctlindei producr,q 0~o..:~ wrri; :<Jer.iA:>:Jl f;r.;. t ,: ontroi numb€•; t.ut J!fft- rent fo:lo,.v:nq 
yr:ur :Jatt~~ i ~!11 cJnd exo n"1p~'"'s J)f ::1 untp~ year pnnt1r.gs tron1 !he ~0.!1!(· ry:tnder ~ r~ht' 
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CONlROl LISTINGS 

Control blocks are listed in date order, _each year date or consecutive printing being designated 
by the value in milliemes, the year date of printing and number ot the pane position on the 
sheet. Thus, 20:3801 indtcates 20 millieme vaiue, 1938 printing first pane ( the latter bemg 
arbitrary since the actual position is not known). 
Distinguishing marks are indicated for each control block and further reference is made to the 
dimensions ot the contiOI characters and the perforating or otherwise of the margins. 

To continue, the example given above might indicate 56:43 ( dimensions ot the control number 
characters ) and '!', indicating two imperforate margins ( a letter ·p· would likewise denote two 
perforated margins ). Where one control number has been cancelled then the length of the 
cancelling bars is indicated and reference is made to the preceding block by listing number:-

20:3901 (FLAWS) 3801(111:115)70:371 

I I.__ ____ reference 1939 printing first pane 

.__ --------- value 20 milliemes 
reference of cancelled control ( A/38) -------' 

length of cancelling lines ----------
new control number ( A/39) -----------­

margin reference ( fvvo impert margins ) ------------

The method adopted tor measurement of the control characters is firstly to measure between 
the extremes of the letter and last figure and secondly the length of the diagonal stroke 
be1ween the ietter and figures. 

Marginal descriptions tor the low values ( 1 to 20 mills ) tall into four categories ( depending 
whether the control number is at the left or right hand corner ot the sheet) and show:-

a) left hand side and bottom margins imperforate, designated I 
b ) left hand side and bottom margins perforated, designated P 
c ) right hand side margin perforated, bottom margin imperforate. designated P xI 
d ) right hand side margin imperforate, bottom margin perforated, designated I x P 

No listing is made of the intermediate and high value marginal arrangements since the 
intermediate high values ( 30 to 200 milliemes inclusive ) are always imperforate at the left 
hand margin and perforated through the bottom margin whilst the 1wo high values are always 
perforated through the right hand margin and imperforate at the bottom margin. 
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(To be continued in a future issue ). 
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ESSAYS FOR THE FAROUK ISSUES i 937 

Fortuitously, our member Roger West has sent us photostats of se·;er:Jl essa ~/S rrom his 
collection which he suggests were produced by the Survey Department a!"d assumes they were 
additional to the trials officially proposed ! referred to in Zeheri l. 

The essays are all stamp size and with the e.xt::eption ot the one on nac1ng paper ( p. 60 l and 
the coinage types (pp. 61 and 62) are aii on thin perforated card . A query raised by Roger. ·was 
it normal practice to produce essays stamp size and on perforated card?' 

ln order to illustrate the tine deta il ot the three hand -painted essafS Roger has provided 
enlargements and goes on to say that the other essays are in per.cil and ere generally et a 
lower standard. 

Has any member any turther information on these essays or the why, vvhen and where of the 
issue and printing? Perhaps Roger himseit couid provide further info rmation as to their 
provenance (and surely there is a story in their acquisition ). We ·wouid of .:ou!se be grateful tor 

. .L .&. ' any m ,orma 11on. 

ENLARGEMENT OF HORiZONTAL 
HA.1\JD PAINTED ESSA.Y_ 

ENLARGEt\fi!Ei'JTS OF VERllC,4L HA.ND PAir~TED ESSAY'S 



37-04 . 1 

' 

THE KINGDOM OF EGYPT 

1937 - 1944 

INVESTITURE OF KING FAROUK 

ESSAYS 

5m 
Hand painted stamp sized essay 

on perforated card 
Probably produced by Survey Department, Cairo 
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5m 
Various sketch essays for horizontal format 

pencil on perforated card 
Probably produced by Survey Department, Cairo 
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37-04 . 2 

THE KINGDOM OF EGYPT 

1937 - 1944 

INVESTITURE OF KING FAROUK 

ESSAYS 

Sm 
Hand painted stamp sized essay 

on perforated card 
Probably produced by Survey Department, Cairo 
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Sm 
Various sketch essays for vertical format 

pencil on perforated card 
Probably produced by Survey Department, Cairo 
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THE KINGDOM OF EGYPT 

1937- 1944 

INVESTITURE OF KING FAROUK 

ESSAYS 

Sm 
Hand painted stamp sized essay 

on perforated card 
Probably produced by Survey Department, Cairo 

Sm 
Various sketch essays for vertical format 

pencil on perforated card 
Probably produced by Survey Department, Cairo 
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37-04.4 

THE KINGDOM OF EGYPT 

1937- 1944 

INVESTITURE OF KING FAROUK 

ESSAYS 

5m 
Stamp sized essay - ink on tracing paper 

Probably produced by Survey Department, Cairo 
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Sm 
Various sketch essays for vertical format 

pencil on perforated card 
Probably produced by Survey Department, Cairo 
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37 -04 .5 

THE KINGDOM OF EGYPT 

1937- 1944 

INVESTITURE OF KING FAROUK 

COINAGE ESSAYS 

200m 
Composite stamp sized essay 

on periorated photographic card 
Probably produced by Survey Department, Cairo 

200m 
Composite stamp sized essay 

imperiorate on photographic card 
Probably produced by Survey Department, Cairo 

Large and small format heads 
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37-0 4.6 

THE KINGDOM OF EGYPT 

1937 - 1944 

INVESTITURE OF KING FAROUK 

COINAGE ESSAYS 

200m 
Composite stamp sized essay 

on perforated photographic card 
Probably produced by Survey Department, Cairo 

Large and small format heads 
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