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Subscriptions for 2016 are due on January 1. 
 

For printed copies please pay £20 €26 $32 

If you choose the online version it will be £15 €19 $24 
 

Please add an extra 1 / €1 / $2 if paying by PayPal (with Skrill there is no commission charge) to 

egyptstudycircle@hotmail.com. Payments may also be made to: your local Agent (for North America, with 

cheque payable to Trenton Ruebush, who will forward it via PayPal, so please add $2 for PayPal charges; 

Egypt to Dr Ibrahim Shoukry; New Zealand and Australia to Tony Chisholm), by cash or sterling cheque 

(payable to Egypt Study Circle) to our Treasurer, Brian Sedgley, 6 Mulberry Way, Ashtead, Surrey KT21 

2FE. For those only taking the electronic copy keep a watch on the ‘What’s New’ for when its available; the 

last year the QC has been uploaded the day it is posted. The QC can be read (and downloaded) from within 

the members-only section at egyptstudycircle.org.uk. We shall assume that members who already elected for 

electronic only will continue to do so. Those who do not renew their subscription will have their password 

removed at the end of February. Anyone wishing to convert to electronic only must let us know and pay their 

reduced subscription by the end of February. And tell us, don’t assume just because you have paid less we 

will assume that is your intention. 
 

A step in to the unknown or a step into the future? 
 

At the November meeting, page 172, the Secretary announced that a Circle Facebook page will 

be produced hopefully the first week of December. This has been brought by prompting from our 

member Hani Sharestan (ESC 595), who lives in California and will monitor and update the page 

and has already co-opted some of our members to help. I suspect there are many of our members 

may not heard of Facebook or it’s something that youngsters do. But that’s the point, by waving our flag on 

Facebook and that of Egyptian philately we may making contact with the next generation of members. 

Several of our members are already on Facebook, including myself and any self respective person or 

company has to have a page i.e. Barack Obama, BBC, Rolls-Royce etc. 
 

The Facebook page will not be used to buy and sell stamps but rather to promote ESC, advertise forthcoming 

auctions, highlight prior ESC auction items that might bring forth new interest in joining, and then most 

importantly provide educational information about our beautiful hobby and encourage queries. 
 

At the meeting concern was rightly given that no personal information will be placed on the page so please 

any of our members who will use the page for yourself put what you like but make no mention of any other 

of our members. For instance in replying a query don’t say, “I don’t know but our member John Doe has a 

great collection of it.”                 Edmund Hall 
 

Macarthur Award 
 

Please take a moment to vote for the best and most important article by a member in the QC this year for 

QCs 252-255. Space does not allow a full list, the website has a full list. Some in contention include: The 

1915 Provisional: A Centenary Celebration p173-185; Important Perfins Updates: K&H/A and BCIE p190-

192; Khedivial Mail Line and the S.S. Taif p152-154; Army Post – King Farouk 3 mills green on cover: 

Census Update p154-155; In Search of Rifleman A Ferguson p160; Postcards and/or Pictures of Post Offices 

p161-166; Travels of an Early Airmail Cover to India p167-168; The Story Behind the Cover: French 

Maritime Post in the Levant p126-127; U.S. Army Post Offices in Egypt During World War II p128-138; 

The “Imprimés” Postmarks. Addendum and correction. p139; Air Mail Letter Sheet of August 1st, 1971 

p141. This does not imply in any way that others are less worthy. Most encouraging is how many of these 

are from new, or nearly, new contributors. Let’s hope they, and others, will keep up the high standard shown 

by these interesting article. 
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Meetings dates for 2016  
 

The September meeting will be held at 2.30pm at Stampex, at the Design Centre in Islington (where 

members normally congregate a little earlier in the hope of a quick start to a two-hour meeting); and 

in November we meet 2pm in the Victory Services Club, Marble Arch, London (where members 

usually meet in the ground-floor bar from 1pm). 

 

Feb 20, 2.30pm Stampex AGM & Live Auction All members 

 Stampex Feb 17-20   

May 7, 2pm Services Club Khedivial Mail Line  John Sears 

  Great Bitter Lake Assoc  Jon Aitchison 

May 29 11am World Stamp Show  
New York May 28-June 4 

 All Members 

July 16, 2pm Services Club New Issues collection Cyril Defriez 

  Cancelled-Backs John Clarke 

Sept 17, 2.30pm Stampex Ten Sheets All members 

 Stampex Sept 14-17   

Nov 5, 2pm Services Club Revenues Richard Wheatley 

  Interpostals Jon Aitchison 
.  
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Report of the Meeting, September19 

 
John Sears (President), Peter Andrews (Chairman), Mike Murphy (Secretary), Edmund Hall (Editor/ 

Webmaster), Brian Sedgley (Treasurer), Jon Aitchison, Mike Bramwell, John Clarke, Ted Fraser-Smith, 

Peter Grech, Paul Green, Neil Hitchens, Sherif Samra (Egypt), Ronny Van Pellecom (Belgium), Vahe 

Varjabedian (Egypt), Richard Wheatley. 

 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: John Davis (Librarian/Deputy Chairman), Angela Child, Tony Chisholm, 

Cyril Defriez, Denis Doren, Mats Edström, Mostafa El-Dars, Pauline Gittoes, Alan Jeyes, Hany Makram. 

 

The Chairman opened the meeting by regretting the inability of the Stampex organisers to arrange bookings 

for meetings rooms, thanked the Premier Inn next door for its usual warm hospitality in emergency, and 

welcomed members and especially the three overseas visitors. 

 

But those present were shattered by an announcement from Edmund Hall, our long-serving Editor and 

Webmaster, that he has been found to be seriously ill with pancreatic cancer and that the long-term prognosis 

is far from good. In an astonishingly upbeat ten minutes typical of his normal style, he explained the 

situation fully and made clear that plans for the future of both the website and the magazine had to be made 

with a matter of some urgency.  

 

Members expressed their wholehearted support and wished him well for the longer term, with Jon Aitchison, 

himself a former cancer sufferer, reporting that the positive attitude Edmund displayed often proved just as 

effective as the medics in prolonging life. Stunned by Edmund’s announcement, members found it difficult 

to concentrate. 

 

Looking to a future that we all hope is 

far away, however, some practical 

steps were also taken. Neil Hitchens, 

who has some practical website 

experience, is now learning the ins 

and outs of how our site runs, and is 

already willing to take some 

responsibility as Edmund’s deputy. 

And Mike Murphy, a journalist once 

upon a time, volunteered to take over 

the editorship, having acted as 

assistant to Edmund for a year or two. 

That change, however, will be in 

addition to the Secretary duties: he 

appealed to any member living within 

easy reach of London who might care 

to take responsibility for arranging 

our five meetings each year. 

 

Exhibition in Egypt: Dr Sherif Samra, 

President of the Philatelic Society of 

Egypt, addressed members on the 

exhibition marking the 150
th

 anniversary of the First Issue, which will be held in Cairo from December 31 to 

January 6, and urged as many members as possible to attend, and/or to exhibit. Either the Secretary or Dr 

Samra (egyptianophilatelicsociety@gmail.com) will be happy to answer questions. 

 

Jon Aitchison (01279 870488; britishlocals@aol.com), who is handling exhibits on our behalf, told 

the meeting that the deadline for entries has been extended to October 15. He can supply full 

details, but the essence is that application forms (available from Jon or on this website) must be 

returned to Jon with a copy of the exhibit’s introduction sheet by that date. Please make every effort 

to exhibit; we are eager to support our Egyptian colleagues in their endeavours. 

Barker & Co cover to Hull in 1944. Can anyone explain the 

reason for the “Ship’s Documents/ Naval Channels” reference? 
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As far as visiting is concerned, we have now received firm offers from the PSE travel agents of 

$799 (double room) and $709 (single room) for bed and breakfast for the eight nights’ stay from 

December 30 to January 7 in the four-star Pyramisa Hotel close to the exhibition centre. The best 

price we can find for a flight online is £340 with Alitalia, with a two-hour transfer in Rome each 

way. Non-stop flights with EgyptAir are about £550, and with BA about £530. Since the Circle is 

willing to book hotel rooms on members’ behalf but is not in a position to make group bookings, we 

hope members who make their own flight arrangements will inform the Secretary of details so that 

he can ensure that our Egyptian colleagues meet them at Cairo airport. The Secretary is happy to 

answer queries (egyptstudycircle@hotmail.com). 

 
Ten sheets: John Sears was able to show half a dozen covers emanating from Barker & Co, the Alexandria 

company of our late member Michael Barker. Though sent from Egypt to Hull, each is franked at a 4 1/2d 

rate and provided with a three-line handstamp: OFFICIAL SHIP’S DOCUMENTS / FOR TRANSMISSION 

THROUGH / NAVAL CHANNELS and an oval datestamp, also in red, reading Naval Control Service / 

Alexandria of 23 MAR 44 (with “Uncensored” added in manuscript). The stamps are cancelled Post Office / 

Maritime Mail in London, and there is a Registration label for MM (Maritime Mail?) 993. 

 

The covers led to a great deal of discussion about what documents might have been contained, whether bills 

of lading and the like requiring urgency of treatment, or perhaps personal documents of staff aboard a 

particular vessel. No one had any clear idea, and the Circle would be very pleased indeed to hear from 

anyone with definite knowledge of how these covers came about. 

 

Mike Murphy showed a couple of recent Egyptian issues – the first a lavishly illustrated First Day A4 folder 

in two versions – English and Arabic - marking the opening of the newly built parallel Suez Canal, with the 

se-tenant strip of three stamps and the miniature sheet cancelled 6/8/2015. 

 

The second was Egypt’s most recent withdrawn stamp and its FDC – the issue of July 25 marking the gift of 

the Nile and intended to carry an illustration of Hapi, God of the river and symbol of fruitfulness. Instead the 

central vignette carries an image of Osiris from the Book of the Dead judgement of Hunefer (Dynasty XIX) 

from the British Museum .. not at all relevant. It seems that efforts were made to retrieve the stamps after the 

error was noted, and 500 of the 1500 first-day covers and 15,000 of the 75,000 stamps were recovered for 

disposal. There will be no substitute stamp issue, and it will be intriguing to see whether the erroneous stamp 

is listed in the catalogues.  

 

After an appeal by the Secretary, the mini auction looked a much more attractive section at this meeting, and 

a commission of £14.30 was raised for Circle funds. Thank you to those who brought items for sale. 

  

 

 

As the QC went to press we were immensely saddened to hear of the death - at home in Wilton, Wellington, 

New Zealand, on November 20 - of Tony Chisholm, after a long series of medical problems. For many years 

he had been our Antipodean Agent and a wonderful friend to the ESC. We send the Circle's sincere 

condolences to his wife Jenny and son Murray 

The newly issued stamp showing Osiris in the central 

vignette, and, right, how the god Hapi normally looks 

receiving offerings and wearing the papyrus 

of Lower Egypt as a headdress 
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Report of the Meeting, November 14 

 
PRESENT: John Sears (President), Peter Andrews (Chairman), John Davis (Librarian/Deputy Chairman), 

Mike Murphy (Secretary), Edmund Hall (Editor/Webmaster), Brian Sedgley (Treasurer), Mike Bramwell, 

John Clarke, Peter Grech, Neil Hitchens. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Jon Aitchison, Angela Child, Cyril 

Defriez, Mostafa El-Dars, Pauline Gittoes, Sami Sadek, Hani Sharestan, Richard Wheatley. 

 

The Chairman welcomed members and especially Edmund Hall in light of his medical condition. He was sad 

to have to report the absence, however, of Cyril Defriez (ESC 172), whose wife Sheila passed away last 

week. Members sent their sincere condolences on Cyril’s loss. 

 

On a brighter note, the Chairman took 2015’s final opportunity to wish all members worldwide a Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year.  

 

The Secretary reported an addition to 

Circle funds of £838.20 in commission 

on Auction 54, in which we sold 

precisely half of the 550 lots. He noted 

35 buyers and 17 sellers, but pointed 

out that the vast majority of the 

successful sales came from just three 

sellers and urged members to provide 

more top-quality material.  

 

It was not too late, he said, to join the 

visit to Cairo, and presented next 

year’s Meetings list together with a 

plea to send in 2016 subscriptions 

early: the Treasurer appealed to UK 

members to pay quickly and trouble-

free by direct debit. The Secretary 

announced that a Circle Facebook page 

is in course of preparation, and two applications from new members were accepted. 

 

John Davis (ESC 213) opened his talk by specifying just what is meant by “Consular Mail” – that which is 

sent to or from the post offices contained within the consular offices, mainly in Cairo or Alexandria (but also 

Port Said and Suez), of Austria, Britain, France, Greece, Italy and Russia. These descended from Egypt’s 

treaties with the Ottoman Empire, of which it was a member until 1914. 

 

He showed an astonishing array of postal history and some especially delightful covers from the more rare of 

the offices, as well as a full range of the stamps produced specifically for these tiny alien outposts and the 

handstamps they used, with examples both incoming and outgoing. Among them, several “mixed frankings” 

of Egyptian native stamps to cover internal postage to the port of departure, plus “foreign” stamps for the 

onward journey. What was not resolved, however, was the age-old question of who paid for and placed the 

foreign stamps on a cover at the consular office when it had been sent from a faraway inland town? 

 

One delight in a display far too wide to be covered in this brief note was a cover addressed to Cairo franked 

with three Russian Levant stamps given boxed-O (“obsolete”) and boxed-T (“Tax due”) handstamps on 

arrival in Port Said, and a 1-piastre Due in Cairo – double the local deficiency – on January 24, 1892. Why? 

Because the stamps had been de-monetised in 1875, 17 years before. Paquebot usage? Contrived? Either 

way, it raised a wide-ranging discussion. 

 

The bulk of the display was based on the French Office, the longest lasting of them all – from 1837 to 1931 – 

with a comprehensive exhibition of stamps, markings and covers that staggered those lucky enough to be 

present – not forgetting some absolute treasures from the Greek, Russian, Italian and Austrian offices. As the 

Chairman said in thanking John for his afternoon’s entertainment, “It was a true delight to have seen such 

outstanding material – and a great shame that more members were not present.” 

24 Jan 1870: Port Said French Office to Bordeaux franked 40c 

with 5129, PD, pearled CDS and sender’s cachet all in blue 
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Fig.1: The surcharge 

essay (only ten exist 

Ex Peter Smith 

Collection) 

The 1915 Provisional: A Centenary Celebration 

 

Dr Amr El-Etreby (ESC 688) 

 
On October 15 1915 Egypt issued a provisional surcharged stamp, 2 millièmes on 3 millièmes. The 

overprinting was done by the Government Printing Works, Boulaq, which was also responsible for an essay 

of the surcharge.  The essay has the surcharge arranged almost vertically, tilted slightly to the left (Fig.1); it 

was apparently printed as a single strip of ten, set from loose type. 

 

As Peter Smith
(1) 

notes; the reason for the provisional is not known with certainty, but 

it is most likely that the supply of 2m stamps was running out, either as a result of 

delayed  deliveries because of the outbreak of World War I, or underestimation of the 

demand for 2m stamps before the internal postcard rate was raised to 3m. (January 

1916). Edmund Hall
(2)

, trying to find an answer to the question “Why did the 3m, of 

which fewer were originally printed, need to be turned into a 2m which one must 

assume was used in far greater quantities?”, stated that, at the time of printing the 2m 

paid the rate for internal and external printed matter and the internal postcard rate. 

Thus the 3m probably found little use, covering the rate for local (en ville) letters, 

although of course low value stamps are often useful in combining to make higher 

rates. 

 

Types: The original stamp was typographed on chalky paper by De La Rue and 

issued in sheets of 200, arranged in two vertical panes of 100 (10x10). It was 

surcharged “2 milliemes”, in French and Arabic, by typography. The surcharge was 

applied in complete sheets of 200 without removal of any margins and the stamps were 

so issued. The surcharge setting is 10 x 1, ie, loose type was arranged for ten stamps in 

a horizontal row. From this row a mould was made and reproductions obtained by 

casting. Twenty castings formed a printing plate of 200. Thus any horizontal row shows 

all ten types, and each vertical column contains only one type (Fig.2 and 3).
(3)

 

 

 
 

Fig.2: Upper rows of a complete sheet showing the ten types. Fig.3, below, 

A diagram showing the ten types. (After P. Smith) (1) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Details of the types according to the positioning of the French words in relation to the Arabic have been 

described and illustrated by Douglas McNeille
(3)

 in the following table (Table 1) and diagram (Fig.4) 
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Table 1, After McNeille(3) 

 

Type Point at which prolonging the right edge of the right-hand 

vertical character ‘lam’ would meet ‘Milliemes’ above. 
Columns where 

the types appear 
I Slightly to the left of middle leg of the second “m” 7

th 
& 10

th 
II The left corner of middle leg of the second “m” 2

nd
 , 3

rd
, 6

th
 & 9

th
  

III The centre of middle leg of the second “m” 5
th
  

IV Right corner of the middle leg of the second “m” 1
st
 & 4

th
  

V Slightly to the right of middle leg of the second “m” 8
th
  

 

 

 
 

 

     
Type 1  Type 2  Type 3  Type 4  Type 5 

 

Fig.4: The five types according to McNeille(3) 

 

Details of the types according to size of the two Arabic letters lam (ل) and meem (م) have been described and 

illustrated by Charles Hass
 (4)

 (Fig.5). 

 

 
 

Fig.5: The two types of ‘meem’, and the two types 

 of ‘lam’ (After C.Hass) (4) 

Letter lam (ل) 

Large Lam (ل): The letter measures 3.3mm in height, left leg thinner than its right leg with a pronounced 

indentation between the two legs. 

 

Small Lam (ل): The letter measures 3.0mm in height, the two legs are nearly equal in size, and the 

indentation between the two legs not as deep as in its corresponding letter.  On all types except no. 6, the lam 

is taller. On type 6 it is only (3.0mm) tall i.e. short lam (Fig. 6).  
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Letter meem (م) 

Hass states that there are two types of this letter, each from different font, or manufacturer, or type face. This 

occurrence was apparently the result of a mixing together of the letters of two styles of type, ie, the 

typographer selected them at random while setting up his original chase that was to be used in the production 

of the stereotyping matrix. 

 

Large meem (م): The body of the letter is larger than its counterpart, squared in appearance and its foot is 

usually thin at the point where it joins the body. 

 

Small meem (م): The body is smaller, with a rounded appearance, and its foot is thicker at the point where it 

joins the body. 

 
 

Fig.7: Large and small letter meem (4) 

 

On types 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, and 10, the letter meem is slightly higher, tipped upwards from the base, causing the 

angle of its back to be 69° , whereas on types 4, 8, and 9, it is slightly lower, nearly level at the base with the 

base of the lam, the back is at an angle of 60°, and the stem joining the loop of the meem to the lam is 

slightly thicker (Fig.7). 

 

Attention to these features gives the best protection against forgeries of the inverted surcharge error. It 

should be noted that the surcharge as a whole is inclined at an angle of 45°, rather than the angle of the 

diagonal of the stamp. 

 

Varieties 

 

Broken letter ‘e’ 

A minor variety of some interest occurs once in the sheet: position 49, upper pane. The second ‘e’ is broken 

so as to resemble a ‘c’ (Fig.8, 9 and 10); no trace of the cross bar remains.  

 

   

 

 

 
Fig.8: Broken ‘e’ variety 
 position 49 

 

Curiously, a similar but well developed variety occurs also in position 149 (thus, the lower pane).Though this 

might suggest that the upper and lower panes were printed from the same plate of 100, other differences 

between the (spacing, minor flaws) show that this supposition is not so, and that a single plate of 200 was 

indeed used.  

Fig.6: Short letter lam (1) 
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Fig.10: broken ‘e’ variety in upper stamp, Qurashia cds 

 

Broken Arabic letter noon (ن )  

Among the lesser flaws in the surcharge is a broken tip to the Arabic letter noon (ن), position 10 (at the left-

hand end of the word ‘milleeman’) (Fig.11). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig.11: broken ‘noon’, position 10 

 

 

 

 

  

Fig.9: Block of four with broken ‘e’ variety in upper left stamp, Mansura Station cds 
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Inverted surcharge 

Two sheets were printed with the surcharge inverted. Both were evidently sold over 

the counter, and used examples exist off and on covers (as fronts). Examples from 

one of the sheets are known only from Hehya; those from the other are mostly 

unused (at least one block is known), but some have been found used at Beni 

Korrah (Fig.12, right).(5)
  

 

The inverted surcharge is scarce in singles and extremely scarce in blocks. The 

largest seen, according to McNeille
(3)

, is a block of four. 

 

 

 

 

Albino (double) surcharge 

A double surcharge exists in which one 

impression is albino (but deeply 

impressed into the paper, and easily 

visible, especially from the back). The 

albino (blind) impressions are a little 

higher than those made by the inked 

impressions.
(3)

  

 

This variety evidently resulted from a 

successful attempt to correct an error
(6)

. 

In the first stage, a sheet was improperly 

positioned in the press, so that the left-

hand column of stamps remained 

unsurcharged (and the right-hand 

sheet margin received an impression 

of the surcharge). In the second stage, 

the sheet was put through the press again, this time correctly positioned, and all but the left-hand column was 

stopped out, so that only the unsurcharged column received an inked impression. 

 

It is thus possible to have horizontal pairs in which one stamp is normal, and the other has both an inked and 

an albino impression (characteristically, the original inked impression and the added one are positioned 

somewhat differently on the stamps (Fig.13, above). All known examples of this error are unused
(1)

. 

 

 

Surcharge offset 

Another interesting variety is a strong offset of the surcharge on the back of the 

stamp, probably arising from an inked plate having been closed on the bare platen 

immediately before a sheet of stamps was put through. Since the offset was applied 

on the gum, only unused examples can be identified (Fig.14, right)). 

 

 

 

 

 

Vertical and horizontal (à cheval) 

A further variety is a strong horizontal shift of the surcharge, such that it straddles 

two stamps (à cheval). The vertical surcharge à cheval, known from one sheet of 

200, on which the surcharge was printed diagonally, caused it to become misplaced 

downward, with increasing severity towards the right-hand edge of the sheet
(5)

 

(Fig.15, right). 

  

Fig. 13: albino (double) surcharge 
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Inverted Watermark 

The provisional surcharge occurs only on stamps with the narrow star and 

crescent watermark, which was in use only from 1914 to 1917
(5)

.  The 

watermark is known inverted on this issue, and is rare thus; only used 

examples appear to exist (Fig.16, right). 

 

 

 
Unrecorded varieties 

 

 
Closed letter ‘s’:  
I found this variety 

in position 55,  

showing the upper  

tip of  the letter ‘s’  
closed  (Fig. 17) 

 
Perfins: The Agricultural Bank of 

Egypt is recorded as having perforated 

this issue with its company code  

A B / E 
(Fig.18) 

 

 
Broken frame: of the panel 
around the upper right 
 number ‘3’ and a White 

Cloud above the letter ‘s’ 
 (Fig.19) 

 
Broken ‘m’; the second ‘m’ in the 

word “Milliemes”, position as yet 

unknown (Fig. 20) 
……………… 

 
Broken figure ‘2’; position as yet 

unknown (Fig. 21) 

 
Broken middle leg of 

the second ‘m’ in the 

word “Milliemes”.  I 

found this variety in 

positions 22, 52, 72, 
82 and 

92 
(Fig. 

22) 

 
Misperforation, 
however 

slight, that 

leads to 

horizontal or 

vertical 

shifting of 

the stamp 

(Fig.23) 

      

Uses, Rates and Routes 
(1,2,7-11) 

 

The full lifetime of the 1915 provisional issue took place during World War I. The outbreak of war (August 

1914) had three major impacts: establishment of military impacts: establishment of military postal services; 

the nearly complete suppression of the tourist industry, and introduction of rate increases at various times.(1)  

 

This provisional is very scarce used alone on cover or card; its principal use, on postcards, had a life of only 

two and half months. Even examples of use in multiples or with other values are hard to find (Fig.24).
(1, 11) 

 It 

is somewhat scarce on any sort of cover except picture postcards sent at the printed matter rate (Fig.25). 
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Fig.25: Picture postcard sent at the printed  

matter rate in Dec. 1915, Alexandria cds 

 

 

The internal postcard rate of 2 millièmes up to December 31 1915 (Fig.26) was 

raised to 3m on January 1 1916 (Fig.27), while the UPU postcard rate remained 

at 4m up to April 1 1921 (Fig.28-29). 

 

 

 

Fig.26: Postcard sent to 

Alexandria on December 

30 1915, Sohag cds 

Internal postcard rate 2m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig.27: Postcard sent to 

Zagazig on January 9 1916, 

Alexandria cds. Received 

same day, Zagazig cds. 

Internal postcard rate 3m. 

 

Fig. 24: block of ten with 

Alexandria / R cds dated 

 March 9 1916 
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Fig.29: Postcard sent to France on December 4 1915, Port Said cds. Taxed “T 10” as 

 it was franked only 2m (internal postcard rate) instead of 4m (UPU postcard rate). 

 

The internal rate for printed matter was 2 millièmes (Fig.30), and the UPU rate was 2m (Fig.31).  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Fig.30: Greetings cover sent to Zeitoun, 

Cairo, on January 1 1916,  Cairo cds. 

Internal printed matter rate 2m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig.28: Postcard sent to 

Switzerland on December 

11 1915. Alexandria cds 

alongside “Passed by 

Censor No 7” oval 

handstamp. UPU postcard 

rate 4m. 
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The foreign rate for newspaper and periodicals was 2m, and the internal rate for samples was 2m per 100g 

(Fig.32). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The local (en ville) rate for letters was 5m. (Fig.33), 

and the UPU letter rate was 10m. (Fig.34). 

Registered letters were charged 5m. locally and 

10m. for UPU letters (Fig.35). 

 

 

Fig.33: Cover addressed to Cairo December 29 

1915 Tresor et Postes 507 cds (French army base 

post office at Alexandria for the Russian troops), 

Alexandria cds. Censored with “Passed Censor B” 

and Alexandrie FR Corr d’armees” handstamp. 

Received same day, Cairo cds on reverse. Internal 

rate for letters 5m. 

  

Fig.32: Wrapper addressed to Cairo 

with Alexandria cds February 1 1916. 

Internal rate for samples 2m/100g. 

Fig.31: Cover sent open to Zurich, Switzerland, on February 19 1915, Alexandria cds, 

with“Passed by Censor No 6” and IMPRIMES handstamp. Received March 3 1915, Zurich cds. 

UPU printed matter rate 2m. 
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Fig.34: Cover addressed to France on February 14 1916, Cairo cds, 

 received February 22, Loine cds on reverse. UPU rate for letters 10m. 

 

 

 
 

Fig.35: Cover addressed to Switzerland on July 5 1916, Alexandria cds, received July 21,  

Unterageri cds on reverse.  UPU rate for letters 10m + 10m for registration, total 20m. 

 

 

 

 

 








