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To Bangkok, 99 mills, 12 DE 33 

Basic surface 4 mills 

registration 20 mills, 

air mail 75 mills 

(p60) 

 

The great majority of FDCs were sent by 

printed matter rate    

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

To Argentina, 12 AU 37 

Basic surface, 20 mills 

air mail 250 mills 

 

Route: to Marseille by Imperial, 

 then via Dakar, Natal (Brazil) and Rio 

by French carrier.  

But bears Marseille “air mail 

cancellation” mark and travelled 

surface, probably between 

Dakar and Natal (suggested 

by arrival mark (Sept 9) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rate: 150 millièmes two-ocean rate  

Posted Oct 26, 1940 at Field 

 Post Office 171 

Route: BOAC to Singapore; surface to 

Hong Kong; FAM 14 to San Francisco; 

USA domestic airlines to New York; 

Atlantic Clipper to Lisbon; 

 BOAC to England 

 

 

 

 

 

.  
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Italian Internees in World War Two 

 

Edmund Hall (ESC 239) 

 

Italy had its own diaspora between 1860 and World War I: nine million Italians emigrated for a better life. 

After the Unification of Italy in 1861 feudal ties were broken. Poverty was the main driving force, together 

with the persecution of socialists, anarchists and even atheists. After the First World War the emigration 

continued, diminishing only when Mussolini came to power. 

 

Many Italians worked on the excavation of the Suez Canal, where hundreds died in its construction. Italians 

contributed significantly to Egypt’s “modernisation” process as Egyptian rulers were aware of their skills in 

architecture, engineering and art. Alvise Orfanelli contributed to the birth of cinematography in Egypt, the 

Italian architect Pietro Avoscani planned Alexandria’s Corniche, Mario Rossi designed the Omar Makram 

Mosque in Tahrir Square and many more added to Egyptian life with large and small businesses. There were 

tens of Italian schools scattered everywhere around the country, mainly in Cairo, Alexandria, Port Said, Suez, 

and down the Nile to Assiut. 

 

The size of the Italian Egyptian community reached some 50,000-80,000 just before World War II, forming 

the country’s second largest expatriate community. The Public Security Department of the Egyptian 

Government had begun contingency plans in 1935. While internment of the whole Italian community was not 

intended, a list of names had been drawn up with the possibility of siting the internment camps in the Sinai. 

Another concern was that “Italians here are as hot-headed and as excitable as Egyptians” so in the event of 

war there was a potential for rioting, and that “once Egyptian hot-heads are let loose they are not wont to 

pause and ask each foreigner what his nationality is”. Many Italians liquidated their assets, fearing 

confiscation if war came. 

 

The British declared war after the first Italian attack on the Libyan border (see QC 223, December 2007 

pp280-288.) and, fearing sabotage and collusion, interned nearly 8,000 Italians even though many were third 

generation while retaining their Italian nationality. Members of the Italian community considered potential 

fifth columnists were speedily rounded up and interned in the Fayed-Geneifa area (* see below) on the 

northern and western shores of the Great Bitter Lake in the Canal Zone. 

 

Those considered “very dangerous people” had personal property and real estate seized, workers were fired, 

and meetings were forbidden. All radios were confiscated and men aged between l5 and 65 were sent to 

internment camps. Some women considered “dangerous” were also interned. 

 

The arrests and deportation of Italians to the internment camps fell directly under the joint command of the 

Egyptian Home Office and the British G.H.Q. 

 

Major clearing centres were set up at Chatby (Fascist School), Gabbari (Quarantine), Rassafa (Alexandria), 

Boulak (Cairo Garibaldi School), Port Said (Governor’s Palace) and Moascar, with a provisional clearing 

centre close to Fayed station for those Italians of Ismailia and the Canal Zone. Several of these, including 

Fayed, Embabeh, Boulaq and Tantah, became internment camps. A camp for women was established in 

Mansura. 

 

The Civil Censorship office had been established in Cairo and all mails entering and leaving the country 

passed through it, although the internal mails of Egypt and the Sudan were free from censorship. The mail of 

the Italian internees, both internal and external, was censored, and subject to the normal postage rates. 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italian_Egyptian
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ITALIAN INTERNEE CAMP BOULACH 

The camp was the Italian Giuseppe Garibaldi School in Boulak. On July 5, 1997, a bronze plaque was erected 

at the Italian Consulate-General in Boulak to commemorate the Italian internees. 

 

ITALIAN INTERNEE CAMP FAYED 

Three recorded cachets  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fayed markings: Boxed INTERNEE CAMP FAYED, six wavy lines and   

32mm double ring INTERNATI ITALIANI FAYED 

 

The camp, built just west of the Fayid British camp, had a 5 kilometre perimeter with 5,500 internees divided 

into 21 sub camps: there was a further sub camp, known as “the black camp”, for insubordinate internees. 

Those held appear to have been from the professional classes and three diagonal lines in manuscript were 

used to distinguish mail entering the camp. Thirty-eight internees died in Fayed and ten more injured in 

rioting. On September 8, 1943, political pressure was imposed on internees - while relatives could send 

parcels of food and other necessities, rough inspection or a deliberate late delivery often rendered the gifts 

useless. 

 

ITALIAN INTERNEE CAMP GENIFER 

Most probably this was close to CAMP 306 GENEIFA used for PoWs. 

 

ITALIAN INTERNMENT CAMP TANTAH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ITALIAN INTERNEE CAMP/ 

RAMSES / CITY / EMBABEH 

Has a single recorded cachet  

 

Examples of this mail suggest that a strict censorship was maintained 

throughout, and where dates can be confirmed there is reason to believe that it 

was passed through the department with the minimum of delay. With the 

exception of the dumb censor mark in use at the start, the various censor 

markings were those in current use. It has not been established that any special 

mark was wholly employed on this duty. 

 

Generally the full postage rates have been paid or postage due raised, although a certain proportion of the 

mail was “Free”. All outgoing mail had the internee's name and camp written on the flap of the envelope and 

is identified by this means. 

 

Seen on mail from Fayed and CAMP / RAMSES / CITY / 

EMBABEH 

Two recorded cachets  

The camp was established in the mid 

Delta near the Italian PoW camp at 

Tantah. Cachet “ITALIAN INTERNEE 

CAMP / TANTAH” is boxed with 

seriffed letters. A second cachet has the 

equivalent in Arabic. 



68 

*Note: spellings have been given in Italian. In English Boulach > Boulac, Geneifer > Geneifa, Embabeh > 

Imbaba, Fayed > Fayid, Tantah > Tanta. Other alternative spellings may be found. 

 

 

FAYED Camp 

Number 

Earliest 

date 

Latest 

date 

Cachets 

recorded 

 1 23. 7.40    

 2 25.8.42    

 3   23.1.42 6.6.43* 

 4 23. 7.41     

 5 16.4.43  20. 4.43    

 6 14.2.41  20.5.44   

 7 12.4.41 15.6.43    

 9 11.8.40  ?.8.41 -.8.41  

 10 26. 7.41 24.12.41   

 11 22.12.40 3.10.43   

 12 22.12.41    

 13 21.8.41  12.3.43 21.8.41  

 14 29.4.41  8.11.41 9.8.41 9.5.41 

 15 no date    

 17 30.7.42 30.7.43   

 19 20.3.41 3.12.42  2.7.41 26.12.41 

 20 -.12.40 7.4.44   

 22 22.12.41 21.12.43   

 24 22.5.41    

CAIRO BOULACH  8.11.40  19.9.43   

TANTAH  6.1.42 9.1.42   

RELIGIOUS INTERNEE -

CAMP TERSA  

     

EMBABEH (GIZA) 2 26.6.43 26.6.44 26.6.43 1.4.44 

 3 4.10.44    

 4 24.2.44 7.6.44   

 5     

EMBABEH (Ramses City) 

cachet 

  7.6.44   

GENIFER 6 24-1-44    

 8     

 9 29-1-41 15-7-41   

 10 15-9-41    

 11 ?    

DUMB CENSOR 

 (six wavy lines) 

 27.10.40  21.12.42   

Three parallel lines   19. 9.43   

Rhetta  (8x8 dots), in black or 

purple 

 16.4.41 16.10.43   

(6x6 “stars”), black  27.2.41 2.11.41   
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Card with Fayid cachet and retta cancel Fayid box cachet cover apparently post-free 

Cover with EMBABEH cachet and boxed 

INTERNEES MAIL. Censored but free 

mailing 

Card with both Tanta cachets. Correct 

4mills postcard rate. 
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Postcards in Italian of camp life. Probably made in the camps or by non-internee Italians 

This card the only evidence for Camp 8 at Geneifa.

 

Boxed Internee Camp Fayed and five 

parallel lines top right Taxed 12mills,  

 twice the internal letter rate 

Three parallel lines on card going into 

Fayed camp 

 

Manuscript FREE POSTAGE Retta made up of crosses 
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References: 

http://www.egyptindependent.com/news/communities-egyptian-map-italy 

The Gazette, Montreal, September 27, 1935.  

Egyptian Mail, Saturday July 5, 1997 

F.W.Benians, “Italian Internee Mail from Egypt in WWII”, Forces Postal History Society 139 (July-August 1976)  

Giorgio Migliavacca, Italian Prisoners of War and Internees in Africa (2014, reprint of 1983 edition by Virgin Stamps, 

USA). Internee sections are identical, but does contain some new information on PoWs.  

Unknown source, handout sheet (ESC or FPHS?) updates the above.

 

CARTOLINA POSTALE one of the Italian postcards sent to Adriana Gaeta. Michele Gaeta 

 was in Fayid camp and more than half of recorded internee mail is between the two 

The card is printed for Fayid Camp 2, 

but all the Michele Gaeta correspondence 

says  he is in Camp 7 Fayid. 
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Stamps and Rates: When is a Stamp Like a London bus? 

 

Edmund Hall (ESC 239) 
 
The first definitive issue after the revolution which 

overthrew Farouk was issued on January 23, 1953: it 

contained a 10 millièmes stamp to cover the internal 

letter rate. This was reissued on August 17 the same 

year with a change in the wording, DEFENCE being 

replaced by DEFENSE: it was explained that all 

wording should be in French, but the ‘C’ spelling was 

English (although in fact the French version should read 

DÉFENSE with an acute accent). The words for Egypt 

and post both have the French spelling, and agriculture 

is spelt identically in both languages. For whatever reason, the other stamps with the same soldier design in 

the set, of 15, 17 and 20 millièmes, all used the ‘S’ spelling. 

 

The 10 millièmes stamp was replaced by the 10 millièmes Ramses II definitive issued on October 8, 1957. 

So the soldier stamp did not have a particularly short run, and one would expect that it would easily be found 

on cover paying the standard letter rate for the period. As the ‘C’ stamp theoretically had a life of only seven 

months - I don’t know whether any were withdrawn, but suspect not - on cover this should be a little more 

rare. And indeed so it is, although the longer-lived ‘S’ stamp paying the letter rate on a clean cover is not 

easy to find either. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Cover with the ‘C’ stamp. 

Unfortunately the date is 

indistinct 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Cover with ‘S’ spelling 

 dated 13.1.58 
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Why a London bus? Well it comes from the saying that you may wait for ages for one, then three turn up at 

once. I found three covers in fairly quick succession after having looked for some time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Strip of three to make up postage 

and registration 35 millièmes. 

Dated 12.MA.55 

 

NB. The cover has been marked by 

someone ‘Defence with (C) error’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Block of four used for 37 millièmes rate to 

Europe. Dated 5.AU.55 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pair used to make up 92 millièmes. 

Dated 12.MA.55 

 

 

All three readable dates are for 

1955, which could give the 

impression that the stamp may have 

been withdrawn and then reissued 

in 1955. I would be interested to see 

any other stamps/covers with the 

‘C’ variety and a readable date. 
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