


117

Conclusion

It is surprising, to me at any rate, that the AR system was used by the Rural Postal Service and items so
handled must be considered of great interest. Two such items are illustrtitecboR on this subject, see

pages 21 and colour plate XVIII.

In 2010 | received some auction lots from the Netherlands which were seneviutthTNT Post AR
Service. On the reverse of the envelope there was firmly attached an orange AR chadf, a@nehich was
to be signed by me and returned to the sender. | still have the complete card!
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MacArthur Award — have you voted yet?

There is still time to add your appreciation for the best and most significant
article in the 2017 series of QCs before voting closes at the AGM on May 5. This
award is important in encouraging members to write for the magazine and
rewarding those who have done so with organisation and purpose.

Just send an email to the Secretary with your nomination.

As areminder, here are some of the major articles from last year:

The Slave Trade Part 2 Sinai & Gaza zthe 1948 War
Watch Out +Crocodiles About German Army in North Africa
French Disinfected Mail Italian Internees in WW I

1957 *Rejected Egyptian Mall Asyut Find +A Preliminary Note
Under-Cover Addresses in WW I Zeppelin Posted on Board

But you don’t need to choose from those... you might have
your own special favourite.

Please vote, and encourage your colleagues to maintain the high standard
In our magazine.
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Heliopolis

Jos Strengholt (ESC 606)

The post office of Heliopolis, a pleasant suburb
northeast of Cairo, was opened in 1909. The
oldest cancellations that |1 know of date from
August in that year. Hany Sharestan (ESC 595,
California) owns the first recorded cancellation of
outgoing mail, a postcard with a circular date
stamp (CDS) of 10 August 1909 at 9.05AM. |
own the first cancellation known on incoming
mail, cancelled the same day but at 5.30PM. Hany
beats me by 8 hours and 25 minutes!

The first cancellation reads in English

Helopolis - Post Office & Telegraph

HELIOPOLIS CAIRO and in Arabic, strangely, AIN SHAMS OASIS IN CAIRO. The Arabic text was
incorrect, so the CDS was withdrawn in December 1909. We have not been able to find later usage of that
CDS than 9 December, while the first replacement CDS we have found was used on 31 December.
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Left above, the earliest recorded Heliopolis postmark (with larger
version below), followed by the first arrival mark on the same
day, August 10 1909. Both carried the Arabic Ain Shams name,
but not for long: the replacement, below, dating from December
1909, was given an Arabic version of Heliopolis instead

EGYPTE [<7/~5,

CARTE

POSTAL

What was wrong with the first CDS? | think we have a nice example here of a mixture of mistakes,
commercial needs, and Egypt’s postal authorities. In 1905 the company of the Belgian Baron Empain (right
next page), and the Armenian-Egyptian Nubar Boghos (left, with a business card envelope addressed to him
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En Ville), had bought 24
sq km of empty desert,
10 km northeast of

Cairo. Two years later - : }.,» o
their company, the Cairo ; tfon éxzz// AP
ﬁ?//a.! c.@:r/a ;u/al !
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Electric Railways and
Heliopolis Oasis
Company, began to
build the luxury city of
Heliopolis and the tram connection between Cairo central station and their new city.

Maybe the word “Oasis” in the company name made the postal authorities use it in the CDS? The company
probably did not mind much. Use of the name Ain Shams was, however, a mistake. It had to be Heliopolis.
That name had to be hammered into the minds of all people. And the link with Cairo was not desired by the
owners of Heliopolis: they wanted to market something new, unrelated to Cairo.

‘ b .  Even the use of the name Heliopolis for the new city was
tm ) (,ahwlau' W strange enough, because the ancient city of that name was 10
km away. The map (left) is from the 1906 Baedeker German
, travel guide, when the name Heliopolis was used only for the
amgdh/ N " Vgl \{44/ 7 ed-b ) . .
, < I /e f) " old city. The lower arrow shows where the new city arose in
teanh J Mactariyel ’ B 1907

| D
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4 Bt gl -Watmm . .- . .
Ry 9 p N But to be fair to the postal authorities who used Ain Shams in

oo | the name, the original Heliopolis stretched as far south as Ain

: Shams. That name refers to the old city because it means
“Source of the Sun”. But Ain Shams was still 1.5 km west of
the new Heliopolis that was being built on the desert sand.

The owners of the new city wanted to use the name because it
sounded pharaonic and appealing enough to attract foreigners
to move from Cairo and buy a new villa in the new desert city. In addition, tourists from outside Egypt had
to be attracted to the grandiose new Heliopolis Palace Hotel, and for them the name Heliopolis sounded
much more attractive than the Arabic Ain Shams.

The marketing for the new city and its hotel worked
well; with unbelievable numbers of postcards of the
city under construction sent all over the world. Visitors
to Heliopolis, its massive luxury hotel, and the many
other attractions like Luna Park, mailed their cards to
friends and family. Photo cards of the hotel, even
when still under construction, were mailed worldwide,
creating admiration and attracting new vistors.

But there was no room for mistakes if the company’s The postcard of the Heliopolis Palace Hotel shows that
investors were to make a good return on their outlay. work was still continuing in February 1910, when it
The postal authorities were convinced to create a new was posted, bearing the printed caption “Oasis
CDS. And now it carried the name Heliopolis only, d’Heliopolis” and a handwritten endorsement. But the
both in Arabic and English. CDS is strictlyHeliopolis
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Zeppelin on-board mail revisited

Lucien Toutounji (ESC 264)

I read with great interest the article by Ronny Van Pellecom (“Zeppelin Agyptenfahrt 1931: Posted on
Board”, QC 263, pp 85-91) on the "on-board" mail of the incoming Egypt Flight of the Graf Zeppelin.
Notably absent is such mail addressed to Palestine, of which I have seen only one card and one cover.

Cover posted from Germany
with 4M+2M franking,

clearly addressed to Jerusalem,
received the April 11 marking
on arrival in Cairo

S S\ A . V345 Adcece
\NZ NCAUFTSCHIFF GRAF ZEPPECIN s
NN AGYPTENPAHRT 1931

Y Epreralrtee

— Sl Mmiz
N 5.
Collectors are generally not aware that Zeppelin mail from Europe addressed to Palestine is scarce, with only
about ten items known from each of the Contract States: Germany, Austria, Switzerland, Liechtenstein,

Hungary, Netherland, Saar and Danzig.

Mail from Europe and “on-board” mail bags were offloaded on arrival in Cairo, receiving the Cairo 11 April
1931 Graf Zeppelin arrival postmark, and mail intended for the Palestine flight was taken on board. Upon
return to Cairo, mail from Europe and “on-board” mail bags addressed to Palestine were offloaded and sent
by rail, arriving at destination the next day.Bags containing postcards originating from Egypt sent on the
Palestine flight were however overlooked and remained on board, continuing to Germany. They were
returned to Cairo and finally reached Palestine about a month after the flight, on May 7 1931.

Another unique item in my Large Gold Egypt
Airmail collection is a cover mailed "on-board"
during the return flight to Germany on 13 April
1931, with a mixed franking of Egypt and
Germany. It was most probably prepared by Herr
Kurt Schonherr, postmaster on board the Zeppelin.
I have a Zeppelin Mail expert certificate which
states that the cover, addressed to Germany, was
franked with both Egypt overprints and cancelled
in Cairo on April 10, and that the 2 Mark stamp,
paying the letter fee, was added and cancelled "On
Board 13.4.1931", the last day of the flight.

GCENERAL AGENTS

v, Wm H,. MULLER & Co. |
48, OPERA SQUARE

CAIRO (P.OB. 1432)

- Ll
HSMARK L&) H

Herrn Hotelbesitzer
Eduard Petersilie jr.

The cover was then placed in a mail bag and added j D QSUABRUEGK
to the regular return flight mail, receiving the MrRMALE L Sy

same-day Friedrichshafen arrival backstamp, and
eventually delivered to the addressee. This is
believed to be the only item cancelled on board the
return flight, with a mixed franking of Egyptian
and German stamps. mixed franking

Cairo Zeppelin postmark of April 10 with German stamp
added and cancelled on board for a unique return-journey
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World Meteorological Day

Scott Van Horn (ESC 619)

Egypt produced two stamps, for UAR and Palestine, and a spectacular first-day cancel, to mark World
Meteorological Day in 1965. NP C389 and PC40 (Sc C106 and NC37) were issued on March 23

As a former meteorologist, the topic of weather naturally interests me. Egypt has issued several
commemorative stamps dealing with the subject, and in particular with the annual observance of the World
Meteorological Organization’s (WMO) World Meteorological Day. This happens annually on March 23 to
mark the WMO’s establishment in 1950. Egypt was a charter member, having joined on January 10 as part
of region | (Africa). The mission of the WMO is described as follows:

WMO is a specialized agency of the United Nations (UN) with 191 Member States and Territories. It
is the UN system's authoritative voice on the state and behaviour of the Earth's atmosphere, its
interaction with the land and oceans, the weather and climate it produces and the resulting
distribution of water resources. WMO provides world leadership and expertise in international co-
operation in the delivery and use of high-quality, authoritative weather, climate, hydrological and
related environmental services for the improvement of the wellbeing of societies of all nations.

In Egypt, responsibility for weather and climatic information and data belongs to the Egyptian
Meteorological Authority (EMA). Egypt’s meteorological services began in 1839 when the first consecutive
observations began to be taken at a handful of locations, mainly in Alexandria and Cairo. Other sporadic
observations were recorded during the second half of the 1800s, but usually only when scientific expeditions
travelled south of Cairo. Because of the sparse and limited data, this information is of little value today. It
was not until 1900 that the first Meteorological Service was organised under the auspices of the Survey
Department, which handled all work of a physical nature. In 1903, the services were reported as follows:

New stations were equipped during the year at Mongalla and Ghaba Shambe on the Bahr-el-Gebel, at Wau
on the Bahr-el-Ghazal, at Doleib Hilla and Nasser on the Sobat and at Abbassia Hospital to preserve the
continuity of the observations there when the Observatory is moved to Helwan. Rainfall stations were
established at nine places in Behera Province.

It may be useful to mention here the present position of the meteorological services in Egypt at the end of
1903. 1st Order Station - Fully equipped with self-recording instruments for registering continuously all
meteorological phenomena: Abbassia Observatory, Cairo. 2nd Order Stations - Recording atmospheric
pressure, temperature, humidity, rainfall, wind by means of observations taken twice or thrice daily:
Alexandria, Abbassia Military Hospital, Port-Said, Giza, Assiut, and Aswan. Climatological Stations -
Recording temperatures, humidity, rainfall, and wind: Beni-Suef. Rainfall Stations - Recording rainfall and
wind: Mersa Matruh, Mex, Teh-el-Barud, Damanhur, Abu Hommos, Kafr Dawar, Hosh Issa, Atfih,
Shubrakhit, Kafr Bulin, and Khatatba.
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In 1915 the Survey Department and the Irrigation Department combined to form the Ministry of Public
Works. As the importance of meteorological information to flying began to be understood, the service was
expanded in 1934 to better handle civil aviation safety. Several years later, in 1947, King Farouk issued a
royal order to establish an independent organisation called the Egyptian Meteorological Authority, which is
still the official agency today.

Currently, there are 116 reporting stations in Egypt, which between them take surface, upper air, pollution,
solar radiation, and ozone observations all day, every day. There are also forecasting centres at Cairo
International, Luxor, Hurghada, and EI-Nozha airports, and Almaza and Ras el-Teen military centres,
producing weather forecasts for both civilian and military use.

Egypt’s first stamp issued to commemorate the WMO was issued in 1962.
It shows at left an anemometer, which is used to measure wind speed and
direction, together with the WMO emblem, which incorporates the
emblem of the United Nations with a compass (OMM is Organisation
Météorologique Mondiale).
1962 — NP C283 (Sc C96) and first-day
cancel, issued March 23, 1962

In 1973 Egypt issued another weather-related stamp, ostensibly to commemorate the
centenary of the WMO. In fact, this date marks the centenary of the first meeting in
Vienna of the International Meteorological Organization (IMO), which was superseded by
the WMO in 1950.

——AIRMAIL

m MV o NP C694 (Sc C157) was
FARTTIS P P A i
MR N R issued on October 24, 1973

A large and colourful stamp was chosen to mark the 75" anniversary of the

observatory at Helwan in 1978. Although this issue does not relate directly

to the WMO, the observatory was, and still is, an important meteorological

contributor. Established in 1868 at Abbassia, in northern Cairo, it was
moved to Helwan, south of the city, in 1903.

NP C841 (Sc 1096), issued

on December 31, 1978

vvvvvvvvvvvewwy

¥ W. d - - - -
,‘O e 1 One of a set of four stamps commemorating United Nations Day in 1985 shows a weather
/ pattern over Egypt, displaying isobars (lines of constant pressure), wind flow (arrows),
colour shading for temperature ranges, and cloud cover.

NP C1044 (Sc 1299) was
issued on October 24, 1985

The Air Mail stamp and its first-day cancel marking World Meteor-

ological Day in 1997 returned to the ananometer theme — but now

with a stylized compass taken from the WMO emblem containing
another anemometer along with the sun, rainfall and an aircrafts.

NP 1381 (Sc C220) and FDC cancel,

issued March 23, 1997




News from our members

* Circle members did well in Spring Stampex, with Gold medals for Atef Sarian (ESC 639, Third Issue, 5
frames), David Jones (ESC 716, Egyptian Syndicates, 1 frame — good to see revenues), Brian Callan (ESC
694, Postcards of the River Lee, Cork, 5), and Jon Aitchison (ESC 661, Book Tokens, Ephemera class, 2).
Displaying for the first time, Sami Sadek (ESC 559) won Large Silver with 3 frames of Fayum TPOs and
learnt a lot. Brian Callan and Jon Aitchison each had Large Vermeils (Atef Sarian was bemused by four LVs
for fine traditional Egypt), and Aitchison took a Vermeil and had four Channel Islands exhibits on display.

e Peter Newroth (ESC 385, in Biritish

Columbia) has sent a copy of the journal of the &
Philatelic Specialists Society of Canada, which i) N
he joined in 2017, lifting his total of philatelic i

societies to nine. In it he illustrates his interest

in Egypt with a beautiful clean first-day cover

of the Fuad 100m on £E1 surcharge. Sent En ‘
Ville at the Express rate (special boxes were & i
cleared six times a day) of 15m in addition to

the local 5m rate, it is virtually undoubtedly z'wﬁf’“&
philatelic, he says, as most rare FDCs of the . K

day tended to be. He adds that the addressee S
(and probable sender) was one Christopher Toutonghi (1899-2000), a scholar and poet who moved in 1946
to America, where he taught languages in Seattle and California. Peter collects mainly the De La Rue and
Harrison Pictorials from 1914 to the 1930s.

Phibippae ?.Jmél“

» Tony Cakebread (ESC 536), our Antipodean Agent, tells us that the massive collection of 20,000 Egypt
postcards collected by his predecesor, Tony Chisholm, has finally found a new home thanks to the good
offices of Gaertner & Co. We are still hoping that the electronic version of the collection will one day be able
to find a new home too — on the pages of the Circle website.

* Scott Van Horn (ESC 619, of Arizona), seeks members’ help with a routing query. How, he asks, does
this 1948 printed matter cover mailed from Brussels to Nicosia in Cyprus end up with an Egyptian censor
: —= resealing label?
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 The Large Vermeil medal presented to the late Edmund Hall as Editor of the QC at Spring Stampex 2017
has been donated by the Circle and Edmund’s family to the Philatelic Museum of the Royal Philatelic
Society London.



A Postal History of Egypt under the Muhammad Ali Dynasty
Full colour three-volume series by Sami M. Fereig

Volume 1: 1805 - 1914 covers the period from when Muhammad Ali Pasha was first appointed Governor of
Egypt, until the start of the First World War. During his rule he established the Governmental Postal Service,
and Foreign Offices were opened for France, Britain, Greece and Austria. All stamp issues, from the First Issue
in 1866, to 1914 are presented, together with Postage Due and Official stamps. The postal history of Sudan is
also included along with an entire chapter on Egyptian Postal Papers.

Volume 2: 1914 - 1957 describes all the postal events from the time the First World War began, up to the end
of the monarchy in 1952 and the conclusion of the Suez Canal War. It includes the Pictorials, issued during the
Sultanate period, followed by the Kingdom period and the portrait issues of King Fouad and King Farouk, the
Commemorative issues, Airmail and Express Service, and Military Post in Egypt and Palestine.

Volume 3: Post Office Cancellations in the 19" Century documents the spread of Egypt’s post offices at
home and abroad and their cancellations. It covers the period from 1866, when the first Egyptian postage
stamps were issued, up to 1914. Examples are given of their use, with reproductions of their cancellations. Also
included are the Travelling and Rural Post Offices, Egypt’s Post Offices Abroad and on the Red Sea.

“Professor Sami Fereig ... has succeeded admirably in presenting a unique glimpse into two apparently
unconnected worlds — those of philately and daily events — and brought them together with a linking that proves beyond
doubt that the two can be seen as halves of the whole.” Mike Murphy, Secretary and Editor, Egypt Study Circle, U.K.

“It was a great effort and indeed a remarkable trail to build on previous philatelic works to improve our understanding of
the combination between history and philately.” Dr. Eng. Sherif Samra, President of the Philatelic Society of Egypt.

“What a marvelous job — all three!” Gregory C.G. Todd A.L.E.P., Carmichael & Todd Philatelists, Lymington, U.K.

“The complete Corinphila team congratulates you for your magnificent work.” Antoine Clavel, Managing Director,
Corinphila Auktionen AG, Switzerland

“What an amazing work you have done.” Marcus Orsi, Chief Philatelist, David Feldman SA, Switzerland

Classic Egyptian Stamp Album: 1866 - 1966

T ,:zlwm“mm.m | Presented chronologically and in full colour. Includes the corresponding
: Stanley Gibbons numbering system for every stamp.

£50 per hardcover volume
£120 for 3-volume set (20% off regular price)
£30 for the Album

Charged in Canadian dollars

Free shipping!

Order online at
www.fercan.ca




