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A Facebook variety confirmation

Hani Sharestan(ESC 595)

While many are sptical or leery of using Facebqdtcan offer many wonderful opportunities to explore and
expand our horizaand specifically as it relates to our favorite hobby. Many of you might already be aware
that the Circle has an official Facebook pagkich was launched in December 204Bce then the page has
attracted many members and nroembers both experts andgbeners 384 at the last count!

Every week there are numerous posith members sharing scans of nef
acquisitions, queries, informative articles, and of course errors and vari
Here Ishareone variety thahas beerorfirmed by two different mendrs. '

It started with my visit to a local stamp show in early 2017. | spotted the s
illustratedat right(above, which is Scott #3 (var.) / NP D3c (vaihnmediately
| noticed the colored blob on the 20alue indicatoat bottomleft, so naturally
| bought it. When | got homeniaticed the large black dot abotree Arabic "m"
of "Masr". At first | thought it was part of the cancellatidsut it seemed too
dark so | decided to share it ire ESCFacebook page and ask if amghada
similar stamp. To my surprise almost exa@yhourdater another member
let's call her "Crystal” for nowshared a scan of a stamp with an identical vari
(below). Much discussioriollowed among members both joyoas this new
discoverybut also surprised that the major catalogues seemed to have mis
The Facebook post received numerous "Likes" and comments from mem
Kuwait, San Francisco, London, Egypt, and of course Irvine (me).

The Nile Poslists the "blobon the valuévariety as position 198 arakit very
much resembles the blob on théae stampswe haveto think that these ar
also position 198put perhapsfrom different printing. | defer to First Issu
experts on this one but have a feelihgtthis variety wort be missedy the

next Egyptian stamp catalogue. Bl

If you wish to explore antbke part in theeSC Facebook page please search for "Egypt Study Circle" or
simply point your browser to: https://www.facebook.com/groups/EgyptStudyCircle/

‘O’ under ‘sad’ discovery

Here is a new discovery by Yasser Omar (ESC 605) on the 1955 5m Airmail stamp (NP A8): a black dotted
circle under the “sad” of “al-masriyah”. He made the announcement on our Facebook page because although

he had seen it more than once and belieit was a constant variety, he hoped for confirmation from any
colleague on the site who had full sheets to be able to identify the position and whether it occurred on different
sheetsAlmost immediately his Egyptian colleague Gamal Elkhabbaz confirmed it as stamp 18 on the B/39
sheet, and Atef Sarian (ESC 639) in London was able to produce photographs of both B/39 sheets showing

P e T S 7 Sy thatthe discovery was constant on both.
EGYPTE - A2rSh AL
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Railway stations during 1879-1914, Part 2

Ronny Van Pellecom (ESC 618) and Alain Stragier

Continuing their review of Egypt’s railway stations and their postal markings during the De La Rue
period (see QC 264, pp.101-108), the writers examine the major stations of the Nile Delta area

The Delta rail network (L. Wiener: L’Egypte et ses chemins de fer)

The first railway projects were aimed at establishing a transit route in Lower Egypt, from Alexandria to a
Red Sea port, shortening the journey from England to India.

To connect the Red Sea with the Mediterranean, Muhammad Ali wanted to use the canals to Cairo and cross
the desert by rail. He studied the route by R. H. Galloway, but Galloway’s death (July 3 1836 in Alexandria),
the dissatisfaction of the Turkish rulers and the rivalry between France and Britain delayed the preparatory
works until July 12 1851, when Abbas Pasha instructed Robert Stephenson to build the Alexandria railway to
Cairo and Suez. It advanced rapidly: the Nile, at Kilometre 104, was reached in 1854; Tanta in 1855 and
Cairo via Banha in 1856 quickly followed. The railway to Suez, via Zagazig and Ismailia, was completed in
1868.
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1. BANHA: Station on the Alexandria-Cairo (1854-56) and Banha-Zagazig (1860)-Ismailia (1868) lines,

ALEXANDRIA

Benha el Assal (the city of honey).
Important station. Honey, oranges and mandarins
exported. The importance of this city diminishes

day by day in favour of Zagazig.
Double track connection to Cairo (45km) and
) single track line to Mit Bereh (8km).
(Egypte — Notes et Itinéraires, J. Dumaine, Paris 1882)

ZAGAZIG ISMAILIA

Benha station in about 1950

The railway station was opened in 1856, the post office (in town) in 1865. This post office was responsible
for distribution of the mails until the station post office came into use.
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Five-milliémes postcard from CAIRE 12 IV 90, travelled on the Cairo-Alexandria line to
BENHA (regular post office in town), where it was sorted (13 1V 90) to the
Benha-Zagazig line and arrival in ZAGAZIG 13 IV 90
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This cover from GALIOUB
3 AV 93 travelled to
AMSTERDAM 10 APR 93.

By train Galioub-Benha (arrival mark
31V 93), and then sorted
to
ALEXANDRIA 3 IV 93 via the
Caire-Alexandrie line

Five-milliéme postcard

with TPO SUEZ-CAIRE

16 06 03 to ROE (ltaly)
2206 03

The mail left the railway in
Banha and was
transported to BENHA
town post office 16 VI 03
to be sorted to the Cairo-
Alexandria line with arrival
in ALEXANDRIE 17 VI 03
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Universell
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BANHA
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PORT-SAID-CAIRO 28 X 06
to MANCHESTER NO 6 06.

Carried on Port-Said-Cairo line to
Banha. Transit via
BANHA STATION 28 X 90
(year reversed — ST_BA_01)
to Cairo-Alexandria line.

Arrival ALEXANDRIA A 29 X 06
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CHALAKAN 12 V 08 via the Barrage-Banha light railway line to BANHA (STATION) (ST_BA_01) and changed there to the
Cairo-Alexandria line for onward routing to France

Cover from Mekke to
DAMANHOUR 29 X1 07

Arrival by ship at SUEZ 28 XI 07
and then by train via the
Suez-Ismailia-Zagazig line up to
BANHA STATION (ST_BA_02).

Changed there to the
Cairo-Alexandria line and
eventual arrival in Damanhour
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Departure from
BANHA STATION 19 111 08
(ST_BA_02)
to SAINT ETIENNE 24 3 08
via
ALEXANDRIA E 19 111 08

i
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Cover from BANHA D 4 MR 12
via BANHA STATION 4 111 12
(ST_BA_03)
to the post office of
Boulak/Cairo.

Transported by the
ALEXANDRIA-CAIRO T.P.O.
4-1112T.12

and arrival CAIRO 4 11l 12
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Card from BIELLA (Italy) 3.9.10 to Ramleh or Cairo (handwritten in Arabic: ‘please seek out the recipient’).
Arrival in CAIRO 5 IX 10 — not found — and sent to Ramleh: BACOS 7 IX 10
Not found in Ramleh: handwritten ‘try Banha’. BANHA STATION 8 IX 10 (ST_BA_04) to BANHA 8 I1X 10
Not found in Banha and returned to CAIRO A 8 IX 10

Train ticket from Banha 05.09.1900 to Ramleh/Alexandria
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2. MAHALLA: On the Tanta-Mansoura (1863)-Damiette (1869) line

ALEXANDRIA

20,000 inhabitants, chief town of district, pleasantly situated
on the edge of a canal, in the middle of green countryside,
With manufactures of cotton and factories for sal ammoniac.
(Egypte — Notes et Itinéraires, J. Dumaine, Paris 1882)

The regular post office (in town) was opened in 1865.

B CAIRO
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Provisional 3m on 5m card MAHALLA (STATION) via TANTA 10 XI 94 to ALEXANDRIE Il XI 94
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This cover presents two station cancellations, MAHALLA (STATION)
in departure and TANTA-S in transit, on the same day.

Departure from MAHALLA (STATION) 12 VIl 88
via TANTA-S (ie, STATION) 12 VIl 88 Tl,

and then on to the Alexandria-Cairo line

for eventual arrival at CAIRE A 12 VIII 88
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3. MAHALLET-ROH: On the Tanta-Mahalla-Mansoura (1863) and Dessouk-Zifta lines

Village of little significance, with branches to Zifteh
(38km) and Dessouk (59km). Important railway
giving access to Damiette, Cairo and Alexandria.
(Egypte — Notes et Itinéraires, J. Dumaine, Paris 1882)

The post office in town was opened in 1866.

DAMANHOUR
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Glass lantern sllde of Mahallet Roh Station (ca 1910)

ST_MR_01

\k\ET'RO‘/(r MAHALLET-ROH (STAT.) 1% Date

N2 18 1x 92* .

2| X 99 T2 21X 99 T2 Double ring 28/14mm
W Last Date 7 Bars
69) f; MAHALLET-ROK 5 VIl 05*
(MAHATTA)
* V.Varjabedian (QC 196, March 2001).
Seen as
DEPART ARRIVAL TRANSIT
X X X

MANSOURA
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SANTAH 22 11 98 to Mahalla el Koubra via MAHALLET-ROH (STAT) 22 11 98

Registered postcard, locally used from MAHALLET-ROH (STAT) to Mahallet-Roh 21 X 99 T2

Gis

MAHALLET ROH
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Railway bill from
Mahallet-Roh 22 11 83

Registered letter from
Mahalla 29 11 04
to Mahallet Roh

MAHALLA

Sent from Mahalla with the railway on
top, written in Arabic: Mahalla-El Chin

MAHALLA-CHIN I 111 04 Ti
Arrival in EL-CHIN | Il T2

There the error was spotted, and
resent to Mahallet Roh

Arrival
MAHALLET-ROH (STAT.) I 11l 04 T4
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A postal tax not easy to explain

André Navari (ESC 534)

Retracing the journey of this letter is not the most
difficult of tasks. But to understand and explain
the postal tax demanded a little more of my time,
and the co-operation — for which I am truly
grateful - of other researchers on my favourite
forum'.

Here is what we discovered: from December 15
1905 Great Britain benefited in Egypt from a
"favoured postal rate" equal to the domestic rate,
for letters only. This reciprocal agreement
followed that granted to the British military in
Egypt. Austria had a similar benefit from July 1
1912 to August 1914, on account of war.

So the postage is correct. But Mrs Bowman, the
recipient, had left on holiday at the Hotel
Schweitzerhof (now a de luxe five-star hotel) in
Lucerne. Someone, a relative or servant, changed
the destination address and the letter was handed
to the postman or dropped in a postbox. It was
processed by the Kensington post office on March
31 and reached Lucerne next day! But on arrival it
was taxed the full amount equivalent to the first
step of the letter rate for Swiss mail overseas, that
is, 0.25 Swiss francs for 20 grams (indicated by a
25 in blue®). The question is: why? The British
postal agent understood the letter to be normally
franked and placed it back into the postal system
without modification beyond the transit stamp of
March 31. But the Swiss postal agent understood
it to be insufficiently paid because the first-step

Letter franked by 5 milliemes DLR from Cairo 24 11l 06 to
London. Arrived March 30 (reverse), readdressed to
Switzerland next day and taxed in Lucerne on April 1 with
two postage dues (Zumstein 17+19) for 0.25 Swiss francs

rate for foreign mails from Egypt was 1 piastre (= 10 milliemes since 1888), and so there was a deficiency of

5 milliéemes. Then he calculated the tax as follows:

Swiss rate = 25

Tax = x 5 ( = insufficiency) x 2 as a penalty = 25 centimes in Swiss francs

Egyptian rate = 10

However, the Universal Postal Convention of Washington, which came into force on January 1 1899,

provided that®:
Article XXV — Redirected Correspondence.

1. - In execution of Article XIV of the Convention, and subject to the exceptions specified in
paragraph 2 following, correspondence of every kind circulating in the Union, addressed to persons
who have changed their residence, is treated by the delivering office as if it had been addressed
directly from the place of origin to the place of the new destination.
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2. — With regard to inland letters or packets of one country of the Union, which enter, in consequence
of redirection, into the service of another country of the Union, or to letters or packets exchanged
between two countries of the Union which have adopted in their reciprocal relations a lower rate
than the ordinary Union postage, but entering, in consequence of redirection, into the service of a
third country of the Union as regards which the rate is the ordinary Union postage, or, lastly, to
letters or packets exchanged, so far as their first transmission is concerned, between places in two
neighbouring countries of the Union within a radius for which there exists a reduced rate, but
redirected to other places in these countries or to another country of the Union, the following rules
are observed :

1 © Articles unpaid or insufficiently paid for their first transmission are subjected by
the delivering office to the charge applicable to articles of the same nature addressed directly
from the place of origin to the new destination.

2 ° Articles regularly prepaid for their first transmission, on which the
complementary postage pertaining to the further transmission has not been paid before their
second despatch, are subjected, according to their nature, by the delivering office, to a
charge equal to the difference between the amount of postage already prepaid and that which
would have been chargeable if the articles had been originally despatched to the new
destination. The amount of the difference must be expressed in francs and centimes, by
the side of the stamps, by the redirecting office.

In both cases the charges above referred are leviable from the addressee, even if, owing to
successive redirections, the items should return to the country of origin.

Thus, by omitting to indicate that tax was due by a T mark, the amount of 0.125 Francs Or * and a written
mention indicating a redirection, the British postal agent unwittingly penalised the recipient of this letter. If
Mrs Bowman had been better informed about the subtleties of UPU regulations and the different postal rates
of the countries concerned in this mailing, she could have filed a complaint ...

I should be very pleased to hear if members can report on any similar redirected letters properly taxed by the
retransmitting office.

* A slightly different version of this text was published in French on the author's blog on May 17 2017. See
https://histoire-postale.blogspot.fr/2017/05/lettre-affranchie-par-un-tp-5milliemes.html.

FOOTNOTES :

. See http://collections.conceptbb.com/t16179-vous-qui-savez-tout-tarifs-postaux-suisses (in French).

2. Source: http://cphh.ch/resources/postal regulations.htm and particularly
http://cphh.ch/resources/tarif abroad/25 Tarif gen. Etranger 1899.pdf , page 3 (in French). The 230 in blue is
probably Mrs Bowman’s room number.

3, In the text below Union refers to the Universal Postal Union (UPU). This text was translated by the author from
French on the French National Library site at http://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/bpt6k58130145/f1.image , page 10 -
and only later was an officia bilingual version found at
http://www.gbps.org.uk/information/downloads/files/official-documents-misc/UPU%20Convention%?200of
%20Washington%20with%20Detailed%20Regulations%20%281897%29.pdf

4 Probably rounded to 0.13 or 0.15 according to the rule of the time.

Members’ changes

New Member:

ESC 722  Michael Ryan, 2660 Kelley Drive, Cheyenne, Wyoming 82001, United States
(Egypt, Yemen, Polar, former countries, engineering)

Lapsed: ESC 625 Mohab Akhnoukh ESC 699 Samer El-Zalabany ESC 719 Mohammed El-Kanany
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